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PREFACE. 

THE W^rh of Dr. Jonathan Swift 
were written and publijhed at very 
diftant periods of his lifey and had pajfed 
through many editions before they were col- 
kSied into volumes^ or dijiinguijhed from 
the produEiions of contemporary witSy with 
whom he was known to ajfociate. 

The Tale of a Tub, the Battle of the 
Books, and the Fragment were firfl pub- 
li/bed together in 1704, and the apology ^ 
aud the notes from Wotton were cdded in 
1 7 1 o ; this edition the Dean revifeda Jbort 
time before his underjianding was impair--' 
edy and his cor regions * vnll be found in 
this imprejion, 

Gulliver'x Travels were firfl printed in 
the year 1726, withfome alterations which 
had been made by the perfon through whofi 
hands they were conveyed to the prefsy but 
the original pajfages were rejlored to the 
fubfequent editions «, 

' The correded Copv ii * See the letter to SympfoH 
now in the hands of Mr. Dean and note. Vol. II. 
Swift. 
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2 , THE PREFACE. 

Many other pieces both in profe and 
verfey which had been written between the 
years 1691, and 1 jit ^ were then colle&ed 
andpublijbed by the Dean in conjunSiion with 
Mr, Pope, Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Gay, 
under the title of Mifcellanies ' ; of a// theft 
pieces y though they were intended to go down 
to pofterity together *, the Dean was not the 
author f as appeared by the title pages ^ but 
they continued undiftinguifhed till ^'j^t'^^ 
and then Mr. Pope, having new clajfed 
them J afcribed each performance among the 
profe to its particular author in a table of 
contents y but of the verfes he diflinguijbed 
only the Dean*Sy by marking the rejl with 
an aflerijk. 

In the year 1735, the pieces of which 
the Dean was the author .^ were feleBed from 
the mifcellany, and with GuUiverV Travels^ 
the DrapierV Letters^ andfome other pieces 
which were written upon particular occa- 
fions in Ireland, were publijhed by George 
Falkener, at Dublin, in four volumes ; 
to thefe he afterwards added a fifth and a 

• See the prefaceto Vol. III. and my name (hall ftand linlc- 
fifned by the Dean and Mr. ed friends to pofterity both in 
Pope. verie and profe. 

* At all adventures yours P«pt to Swiji A/ar. 23, iy2l. 

fixth, 



THE PREFACE. 5 

Jixth^ containing the Examiners, polite 
Converfation, andfome other traSsy which 
werefoon followed by a feventh volume of 
letter Sy and an eighth of poflhumous pieces. 

In this colleSiiony although printed in 
Ireland, the traEis relating to that country ^ 
and in particular the Drapier's Letter Sy are 
thrown together in great confufiony and the 
Tale of a Tub, the Battle of the Books, 
and the Fragment, are not included. 

In the edition which is now offered to the 
publicky the Tale of a Tub, of which tht 
Deans correElions fufficiently prvoc him to 
have been the author^ the Battle of the 
Books, and the Fragment, make thefirfi 
volume ; thefecond is Gulliver's Travels ; 
the Miscellanies will be found in the third^ 
fourthyfifthy andjixth ; and the contents 
of the other volumes are divided into two 
claffeSy as relating to England or Ireland ; 
as to the arrangement of particular pieces in 
each clafsy there were only three things that 
feemed to deferve attentiony or that could 
direSt the choice ; that the verfe and profe 
Jbouldbe keptfeparate j that the pofihumous 
and doubtful pieces Jhould not be mingled 
ftffth thofe which the Dean is known to have 

A 3 pub' 
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4 THE PREFACE, 

fubltjhed bimfelfi (^nd that thofi traBt 

which are parts of/i regular feriesy <?»«? 

■ illujirate eaqh other y Jhould be ranged ir^ 

jfuccejion i/oifhout the intervention of other 

matter ; Such are the Prapier's Letters ^ 

andfome other papers pttbliped upon the 

fame occafion^ ifihich have not Qnly in the 

Irifli edition^ but in every other y been fo 

mixed as to mifreprefent fome faSis and 

obfcure others : Such alfo are the tra^s on 

the Sacramental Teft, which are now firji 

put together in regular order^ as theyjhoulc^ 

always be ready by thofe who would fee their 

VJboleftrengtb and propriety, 

A^ to the pieces whiqh have no connexion 
with ^^cb other y fomehav^ thought that the^ 
ferious and the comic Jhould have been put 
infetarate cldffes ; but this is not the me- 
thoa which wasta^ by the Dean himfelf 
pr by Mr. Pope when they publifhed the: 
ntifcellanyy in whic^. th? tranftion ' 
From grave to gay, fropi |ivdy to fevercj, 
appears frequently to be the ejfe^ rather 
pf choice than accident, * However y as the 

* Our mifcdlany is now look like friends fide by Hde, 
quite printed, I am prodi|i> ferwus and mtrry by turns—- 
pufly pleafed ^ith this joint diverting others jujl as we di- 
volume, in which ipethinks we verted ourfelves. 

tpttcr oiPopt va S^ii/t^ March 8, 1 726- 7. 

5 reader 



THE PREFACE. 5 

reader will have the whole in his poffejfton^ 
he may perfue either the grave or the gay 
with very little trouble, and without lojing 
anypleafure or intelligence which he would 
have gained from a different arrangement, . 

Among the mifceUamet is (he hi/lory of 

John BuU, a political allegory, which is now 

farther opened iy ajbort narrative of the 

faSis'upon which it is founded, whether fup^ 

pofitious or true, at the foot of the page. 

The notes which have been publifbed with 
former editions hav^forthe moft part been 
retained, becaufe they were intended to have 
been written, if not by the Dean, yet hy 
fome friend who knew his particular view 
in the paffage they were intended to illuf- 
trate, or the truth of the faSl winch they 
afferted; however, this has fince appeared 
not always to have been the cafe ; for there 
is not the leaf reafon to believe that Stella, 
was related to Sir William Temple, ot 
that he was vijited by King William at 
Moor Park, although both thefe faBs are 
afferted, om in a note on the Utter to Lord 
Palmerfton, Vol. XII. p. 200, the other 
in a mte on a letter to Dr, Sheridan, 
Vol XII. p. 227. 

A 4, TZtf 



6 THE PREFACE. 

7i&^ notes which have been added /« this 
editiorty contain^ among other things, an 
biftory of the author s works, which would 
have made a confderable part of his Hfe ; 
hut as the occafion on winch particular pie- 
ces were written, and the events which they 
produced, could not he related in aferieSy 
without frequent references and quotations^ 
it was thought more eligible to put them to- 
gether; in the text innumerable paffages 
have been rejiored, which were evidently 
corrupt in every other edition, whether 
printed in England or Ireland. 

Among the notes will be found fome re- 
marks on tbofe of another writer, for which 
m apology can be thought neceffary, if it 
be confidered that the fame aSi is juflice if 
tbefubjeSl is a crttmnal, which would have 
been murder if executed on the innocent. 

LordOntxy has been fo far from (0ing 

Upon the principle on which Mr. Pope 

framed this petition in his univerfal prayer^ 

Teach me ■ 

To hide the faults \fee. 

tbat where he has not found the appearance 
9f a faulty he has laboured hard ta make 

one^ 
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4t»ey an injiance of wbicb will be found 
in his remark upon a maxim of Cadenus 
to Vanefla. 

That Virtue pleas'd by being fliown, 
Knows nothing which it dares not own. 

He taught her, fays his lordjhip, that vice 
asfoonas it defied Jhame, was immediately 
changed into virtue ; but the mofi obvious 
and natural meaning isjufi contrary. That 
we defer e to conceal no a& which upon rC" 
fieElion we do not difcover to be vicious^ be- 
caufe virtue is pleafed in proportion as it is 
difplayed', and indeed thefe verfes could 
not be fuppofed oJt apology for lenscdnefs, if 
bis lordjbip believed his won ajfertion^ that 
the Dean was " Not to be fwayed by de- 
♦* liberate evil'* 

LordOrrety has alfo fuppofed the Dean 
kifnfelf to have been the editor of at leaft 
fix volumes of the Irifh edition of his works ^ 
but the contrary t^ill incont eft ably appear 
upon a cotnparifon of that edition with this, 
as well by thofe paffages, which were altered 
under colour of correBioii^ as by thofe in 
which accidental imperfeEiions werefuffer- 
id to remciin. Of theft pajfages the fol- 

lowing 
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, bwing are feUEied from GulliverV Travels^ 
becauft the corre&ion of this part of the 
worky efpecially with refpeSt to dates and 
number Sy is boafted in an advertifement 
frefixedy and becaufe being divided into 
chapters^ the places referred to will be 
more eafily found. 

In the following fentence^ they have, 
isfubfUiutedfor he hath : 

" Whoever mahs ill returns to his 
•* benefaSiory mufl needs be & common 
** enemy to the reft ofmanfdndyfrom whom 
** THEY HAVE received no obligations,^* 
Yoysige to Lilliputy Chap. VI. 
TTie children of the LUUputians are f aid 
to be apprenticed at {tvcn years of age in^ 
/lead ^eleven, which is evidently wrong y 
as the author fuppofes the age of fifteen 
with themy to anfwer that of one and 
twenty with usy a proportion which will 
be nearly kept byfuppojing them to be ap- 
prenticed at eleven, and to ferve five 
years. Ibid. 

Gulliver faysy that he arrived in the 
Downs from Lilliput, on the i^th of A- 
pril, 1702, and that he took flapping a- 
Fain on the zoth of June fa/lowingy two 

months 
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ptontbs after his return \ but in the Irifli 
editmy though the fame dates are pre- 
Jervedy we are tgld^ that ten months af- 
ter his return he took Jhipping^ &c. Com- 
pare the lafi chapter of Part I, with the 
frfi chapter ofFant II, 

In tbe fo/towing fentence, bring isftdt- 
Jiitutedfor carry : 

" ^ gentleman-ujher came from court 
commanding my majier to bring ^76 thi- 
ther J but as ^ithtvjignifies to that pjacc, 
fo bring thither isfalfe EngUfh. 

Voyage to Brobdingnagy Chap. III. 

By putting the 'voord born for both^ 

pulliv^r is reprefented as Jhewing how 

fhe Britifll nobility are qualified to be born 

(ouncellors to the king and kingdom -^ or 

in other words y • defer tbing a part of their 

^ducatiqn antecedent to their birth. And 

though it is true that the EngUflb nobility 

(ire councellon fo the king and kingdom by 

right of birtby yet it is not true that they 

are born counsellors. |bid. Chap. VL 

It appears by ptany pajfages, that the 

ftature of the Probdingoagiaps was to 

that of Qulliyer, nearly as ten to one, 

and this proportion is kept in other things \ 

our 
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mar batterif^-piices bein^ about twehe 
fut kmgy Gulliver who was mlHng to 
fatUitate the ufe of cannon m Brobcmig- 
. nag, tells the king that be need not make 
bis largefi pieces longer than one-hundred 
feet ; but this proportion is deftroyedy and 
Gulliver reprefented as incuniering a 
new prcfjeSi with unneceffary expence and 
Iflbour^ by changing one hundred feet in- 
/• two. Ibid. Chap. VII. 

When Gulliver was floating on thefea 
in a box which GlumdakKtch ufed to car- 
ry on- her girdle^ and the water oozed in 
est the €r(innies^ he pbferves^ that if he 
could have lifted up the roof he would 
hofoejttt on the top of ity where he might 
at littfl have preferved hsmfelfiomz hours 
longer^ than by being jhut up in the hold\ 
hit as if it was difficult to conceive, that 
when a veffel is gradually finkingy a man 
will drawn fooner in the hold than upon 
deck. The Iriih edition tells us, that Gul- 
liver wouki have got on the top, becaufe 
i§ might thus have preferved himfelf 
horn being fhut up in it ; and indeed it 
is a truth fq evident as to admit no dif- 
fUtS} that whik a man Jits on the top of 

a box 
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a box he will effeSiually freferoe him/elf 
from the infide of it. 

Voyage to Brobdingnag^ Chap. VIII. 

GuUiverV refidence among the Houyhn- 
hnms isfaid to be five years injlead of 
three, though he tells us he was^fet on 
Jhore there in 171 1, and departed in 
1714. Voyage to the Houybnhnmsi 
compare the beginning of Chap. I, with 
Chap. XI, of which Tee alfo the laft Pa- 
ragraph. 

In other places the London edition has 
been copied with great exaSlnefs ; Gulliver 
is made to fay of his box that it was tojfed 
up and down like a fign-posT in a windy 
dayy though the manner in which a Jign- 
poft is tojfed up and dorwn by the wind is 
much lefs eajy to conceive than the motion 
of the box which it was intended to illuf- 
trate» 

Voyage to Brobdingnag, Chap. VII. 

As the word poft is not rejeSled in this 
pajfage^ neither is the word ts^tfupplied 
in the following; though by this negleEi 
Gulliver is reprefented as putting on a 
bundle of linen with his beft fuit of 
cloatbs^ " They forced me into the long- 
boat^ 
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ioaty letting me put on my beji fuit of 
cloaths — ^and afmall bundle of linen. 
Voyage to the Houybnhnms^ Chap. I. 

So when the Irifh editor found by art 
accidental tranfpojttion^ that Gulliver iH 
bis way to England, came to Amfterdam 
the i6th of April, and arrived from Am- 
flerdam in the Downs on the \oth\ he 
faithfully copied the miftake, although the 
two dates are within half a page of each o- 
ther, 

Suchy among innumerable others^ are the 
Irifh emendations of GuUiver'j Travels^ 
and many more examples of equal fkill 
and diligence might have been feleSied 
from an equal number of pages in any part 
of the eight volumes ; but he who is not 
convinced by thefe^ that the Dean could 
not thus alter to pervert his meanings 
and overlook blunders that obf cured it^ 
would fill doubt if all the reft had been 
brought together. Some of them however 
are yet more grofs, as preventing an ap- 
parent difeafe, for preventing the de- 
ceaie ; rules^^r ruelles ; and armed with 
the powery the guilt, and the will to do 
mifchiefy inftead of armed with the power 

and 
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and the will : it might reafmahly befup^ 
pofed that a difeafe which was apparent, 
could not he prevented ; and it Jhould 
have been known^ that there is no fuch 
ajfembly or place as the rules of court 
ladies ; and that it is an abfurd re- 
dundancy to fay of a man who has the 
power and the will^ that he has alfo the 
guilt to do mifchief'y for whatever guilt 
he can contraSi before the perpetration of 
the mif chief is included in the will', thefe 
paffages are to be found in the j^6th and 
^Sth Examiners, and in the anfwer to a 
memorial. Vol. X. 

Thefe Examiners indeed are not taken 
into this colleElion, hecaufe the la/l pa- 
per written by the Dean was N*. 44. 
which is yet a fironger proof that he did 
not revife the Irifli edition, where thefub- 
Jequent numbers are imputed to him, and 
have received correEiion from the hand 
that correSied the refl \ The editor of 
the IriQi edition has alfo taken into his 
colleElion feveral fpurious pieces in verfe^ 
which the Dean zealoujly difavowed, and 
which therefore he would certainly have 

* See Examiner, N*. 44. and note* 

excluded 



14 THE PREFACE. 

excluded from any colle&ion printed under 
bis infpeSiion and with his confent, parti- 
cularly The Life and Charader of Dr. 
Swift, on a maxim of Rochefocault, of 
which he fays, in a letter to Mr. Pope, 
dated May i, I733> it is an impoflure, 
mean and trivial^ and full of the cant 
that I mofi defpife. It appears alfo hy a 
letter of Mr. Pope, dated 15 Sept. 1734, 
that the Dean hadflrongly dif avowed this 
piece, not to him only, hut to luord Carte- 
ret, and others, and that there was reafon 
to believe it the performance of a perfon 
who offered a piece in profe to a hoohfeller 
as the Deans, which he afterwards con- 
feffed to be his own. In the Irifli copy of 
the verfes on his death many paffages are 
to be found which Mr. Pope rejeSied, for 
when he added thefe verfes to the mifcellany 
in 1742, be took nothing from the IriQi 
copy which he had then feen, and upon his 
authority the Irifli variations are rejeSled 
in this edition. 

But there is evidence of another kind 
to prove that the Dean never revifed any 
edition of his works for Falkener to print, 

and 
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and that on the contrary he was unwilling 
that Falkener Jhould print them at alL 
Falkener, in an advertifement publijhed 
OA. 15, 1754, calls himfelf the editor 
as well as publijher of the Dublin edition^ 
and the Dean has often renounced tht 
undertaking in exprefs ^ terms. In his 
lettir to Mr. Pope dated May i , 1733, 
he fays y that when the printer applied to 
him for leave to print his works in Ireland, 
he told him he would give no leave j and 
when he printed them without^ he declared 
it was much to his difcontent; the fame 
fentiment is alfo more ftrongly eocprejfed 
in the following extraEi from a letter now 
in the hands of the publijher^ which was 
written by the Dean to the late Mr. 
Benjamin Motte his bookfeller in Lon- 
don. 

^' Mr. Falkeiler in printing thofe volumes 
did what I much dtjliked^ and yet what 
was not in my power to hinder ; and all 
my friends prejfed him to print them^ and 
gave him what manufcript copies they had 
occafionally gotten from me ; my defire 
was that thofe works Jhould hanxe been 

Vol. L B printed 
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printed in London, by an agreement be- 
tween tbofe who had a right to them, 

I am Sir with great truth 
., your moft humble and 

Nor. I. / rr • r 

mi' aneaionate lervant, 

7. Swift. 

iV. B' In the references that will be 
found in the margin of the Life D. S. 
(lands for Deane Swift\ EfTay on the 
Life, Writings andCharadler of Do£ior 
Jonathan Swift. 0, for Orrery's Re- 
marks on the Life and Writings of 
Dodor Jonathan Swift, th e 5 th edition 
i2mo, printed for Millar in 1752. 
y, R. for y. R& Obfervations on 
Lord Orrery's Reraajks, generally fup- 
pofed to have been written by Dodlor 
Delany. Sketch for a Fragment in- 
titled, The Family of Swift, written 
by the Dean himfclf, annexed to Mr. 
Swift's Eflay, and Letter to S. Letters 
from the Dean to Stella, mentioned hf 
Mr. Swifc^ but not publifhed. 
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ACCOUNT 

OF TH E 

LIFE 

OF T HE 

Reverend yonathan Swifts D. D^ 

Dean of St. Patrkk\y Dublin. 

TO gratify thgt curiofity which great eminence al-' 
ways excites, many accounts have been pub*^ 
lilhed of the life of Dr. Jonathan Swift. Thefe have 
mutually refleded light upon each other, afcertained 
controverted fa£ls, and redified miilakes^ which, if 
they had ftill been traditional and oral, would ftill 
have been believed. Several little incidents, which< 
fhewed the peculiarities of his converfation and do- 
meftic life, were related by Mrs. Pilkington in her 
memoirs ; thoiigh thefe could be believed only in 
proportion as they verified themfelves. Lord Orrerf% 
Letters contained many of the principal events, inter- 
mingled with many charafberiftic incidents fupported 
in general upon better authority ; but fometimes 
founded upon falfe information. Some of thefe mif- 
. takes were deteded by a Volume of Letters figned J. 
R, in which were alio fome new materials; and the ac- 
count fincc publilhcd by Mr. Swifts with an imperfcft 
(ketch by the Dean himfclf, has furnifhed yet more. 
From a comparifon of all thefe with each other this 
account is compiled. It is not thought neceflary to 
relate every trifling particular that has been recorded, 
but only to feled fuch as will fufRciently diftinguifh 
the peculiarities of bis charadfcer and manners, ai^d 

B 2 tr^^nfmit 
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tranfmit a knowledge of him to pofterity of the fame 
kind^ if not in the fame degree, as was obtained by 
thofe among his contemporaries, who were admittecj 
to his converfation and triend(hip. 

For the hiftory of his works the reader is referred 
to them, and to the notes and remarks that are now 
added. 

Doftor Jonathan Swift was defcendcd from a youn- 
ger branch of an ancient family of that name in York- 
Jhin. Bernam Swifts efq-, who in the reign of king 
Jatrns the Firji^ poflcffed the paternal eftate, was, on 
the 2 0th of March^ 1627, by king Charles the Firjl^ 
created a peer of Ireland^ with the title of vifcount 
Carlingfordy though it is faid he never went into that 
kingdom. He died without male iffue, and the fa- 
mily inheritance defccnded to his daughters, one of 
whom married Robert Fielding^ efq^ commonly called 
handfomc Fieldingy and the other the earl of Egling" 
ton. Fielding foon diflipaced his wife's patrimot\y ^ 
and that of her filler being transferred to the family 
of lord Eglington, the principal eftate of tht Swifts was 
divided from the name for ever. One of the younger 
branches from the fame ftem, was fir Edward Swift^ 
who diftinguifhed himfelf by his attachment to the 
royal caufein the great rebellion of 1641, from whom 
there is no defcendant of the name. 

Another of the younger branches was the reverend 
Thomas Swift, vicar of Cccdrich^in Hereford/hire^ with 
Vhich he alfo held another ccclcfiaftical living. 

His father JVilUam Swift, redlor of St. Andrews in 
Cantivbury^ married the heirefs of Phi pot, who con- 
trived to keep her eftate which was very confiderabic 
in her own hands ; (he is faid to have been extremely 
capricious and ill-natured, and to have difinherited 
htr {onThonms, an only child, merely for robbing aa 
01 chard when he was a boy •, but however this be, 
it is certain, that except a church or chapter leafc 
V bich was not renewed, Glomes never poffcfied more 

than 
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than one hundred pounds a year ; this little eftate, 
which lay at Goodrich^ he mangaged for three hun- 
dred broad pieces, and having quilted them into his 
waiftcoat, he fet out for Rag/and Caftk^ whither his 
majefty king Charles the Firft had retired after the bat- 
tle of Nafe^. The governor who well knew him, 
^fked what was his errand 1 1 am come faid Swift^ to 
give his majefty my coat, at the fame time pulling it 
off and prefenting it : the governor told him plea- 
fantly that his coat was worth little, why then faid 
Swifty take my waiftcoat ; this was foon found to b^ 
an ufeful garment by its weight ; and it is remarked 
by lord Oarpidon^ that the king received 
no fupply more feafonable or acceptable 
than thefe three hundred broad pieces during the whole 
war, his diftrefs being then very great and his refour- 
ces cut od^. The zeal and adivity of this gentleman 
for the royal caufe expofed him to much danger and 
many fufferings ; he was plundered more than thirty 
times by the parliament's army, he was cjcacd from 
his church livings, his eftate was fequeftered and he 
was himfelf thrown into prifon. His eftate however 
was afterwards recovered, and part of it fold to pay 
Jthe money due on the mortgage, and fome other 
debts ; the remainder being about one half defcended 
to his heir, and is now pofleiled by his great-grand^ 
fon, Deane Swift ^ c^q- * 

This Mr. Thomas Swift married Mrs. EUfahetb 
Vfyden^ of an ancient family in Huntingdenjhire^ fitter 
to the father of John Dryden the poet ; by whom he 
had ten fons and four daughters -, of the fons, fix fur- 
vived him, Godwin, Thomas j Dryden^ IVilliamy JonH" 
than% zvi^Adam. 

Thomas was bred at Oxford and took orders \ he 
married the fildcft daughter of fir (Villiam D'^Avenant^ 

* The gnndmother of this admiral Drane^ wbroce Diane 
gentleman, one of the wives of became a Chrifiiaa pajne in th« 
C04iwm Swifit was hcireG to famij^\ 

B 3 biit 
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but died young, and left only one font whole name 
alfo was TbomaSj and who died in 1752, 
^^d^ reftor of Pvttenbam^ in Sttny^ a benefice 

^ °° * which he had pofleffcd threefcore years. 

Godwin was a barrifter of Grays-IrtHy and ff^lUamt 
Dry deny Jonatbany znd Jdam^ were attornies. 

Godwin having married a relation of the old mar- 
chionefs of Ormonde the old duke of Ormond made him 
his attorney general in the palatinate of Tipperary in 
Ireland. Ireland was ai this time almoft without law- 
yers, the rebellion having made almoft every man of 
whatever condition a foldier. Godwin therefore de* 
termined to attempt the acquifuion of a fortune in that 
kingdom, and the fame motives induced his four 
brothers to go with him. Godivin foon become weal- 
thy, and the reft obtained fomething more than % 
genteel competence, thoyy^DrydenzxiAJ^iaiban who 
died foon after their arrival had little to bequeath. 

Jonathan at the age of about three and twenty, and 
before he went to Ireland^ married Mrs. Abigail E^ick^ 
of Leicefterjhire ; the family of this lady was defcend- 
cd from Erick theForeJlery who raifed an army to op*- 
pofe William the Conjueror^ by whom he was van- 
quiftied, and afterwards made commander of his 
forces. But. whatever was the honour of her lineage, 
her fortune was fmall, and about two years after her 
marriage, fhe was left a widow with one chiJd, ^, 
daughter, and pregnant with another, having no 
means of fubfiftence but an annuity of twenty pounds 
which her hufband had purchafed for her in England^ 
immediately after his marriage. 

In this diftrefs Ihe was taken with her daugher 
into the family of Godwin, her hufband's eldeft bro- 
ther, and on the 30th of November, 1 667, about fcven 
months after her hufband's death, fhe was delivered 
of a fon, whom fhe cilled Jonathan in remembrance 
pf his father, and who wa^ afterwards ^e celebrated 
dean of St. Patrick'^. 

2 Of 
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Of all the brothers of Mrs. ^tar//*s hu(band» Goi* 
win only had Tons ) and by chefe fons Ibe 
was fubfifted in her old age, as Ihe had been ^' ^* P* 
before by their father and their uncles, with *^' 
fuch liberality, that (he declared herfeif not only hap- 
py but rich- 
It happened, by whatever accident, that Jonathan 
was not iuckled by his mother, but by a nurfe, who 
was a native of JVhiiehaivin \ and when he was about 
a year old her affeftion for him was become fo ftrong^ 
that finding it neceflary to vifit a relation who was 
dangeroufly (ick, and from whom (he expefted a le- 
gacy, (he found means to convey the child on ih^p- 
board, without the knowledge of his mother or his 
uncle, and carried him with her to IVbitihaven : at 
this place he continued near three years s for when 
the matter was difcovered, his mother fent orders not 
to hazard a fecond voyage cill he (hoitfd be better able 
to bear it. The nurfe however gave other teftimo* 
nies of her affedion to Jonathan^ for during his ftay 
at fVhiiebaven^ (he had taught him to fpeli, and wheit 
he was five years old he was able to r^ad any chapter 
in the bible. 

Mrs. Swift about two years after her hu(band*ft 
death, quitted the family of Mr. Godwh Swifi^ in 
Ireland^ and retired to Lizcefier^ the place of her 
nacivety ; but her fon was again carried to Ireland bf 
his nurfe, and replaced under the protedion of hisL 
iiocle Godwin. 

It has been generally believed that Swift was bon> 
in Ef^Undy a miftake to which many incidents be^ 
fides this have contributed ; he had been frequently 
heard to fay when the people oi Ireland difpleafed him, 
^ I am not of this vile country, I am an Englijhman/ 
Mr. Pope alio in one of his letters to him, mentions 
England as his native country \ but this account of 
bis birth is taken from chat which he left behind him 
iii bis own hand writing, and while he lived he was 

B4 10 
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fo far from ferioufly denying or concealing his being 
a native of Ireland, that he often mentioned and even 
pointed out the houfe in v/hich he was born. 

He has alfo been thought by fome to have been a 
natural fon of fir IVilliam Temple, a miftake which was 
prpbably founded upon another, for till the publication 

of his letter to lord Palmerjlotty among his 
^? ^^^' pofthumous works, he was thought to have 
'^'^ ' received fuch favours from fir H^tttiam as 
he could not be fuppofed to beftow upon a perfon to 
whom he was not related ; however fuch a relation 
between fir William and the Dean appears beyond 
jcontradidbion to have been impoffible, for fir William 
Temple was refident abroad in a public charafter from 
the year 1665, to 1670, as may be proved by his 

letters to the earl of Jtrlingtcn and the reft 
p.T.'^' of the miniftry. Swift was born in Novem* 

ber^ 1 6ty, and his mother was never out of 
the Britijk dominions, 
g At about the age of fix years he was 

fent to the fchool of Kilkenny, and having 
continued there eight years, he was at the age of 
. fourteen admitted into the univerfity of 

' '* Dublin, and became a ftudent in Trinity • 

college, ^herc he lived in perfeft regularity, and 
Sk b ^bey^d the ftatutes with the utmoft exaft- 

nefs J but he was fo much deprefled by the 
difadvantages of his fituaiion, deriving his preftnt 
fubfiftence meerly from the precarious bounty of an 
luncle, and having no other pbjcft of hope but the 
•continuance of it, that he could not refift the temp- 
tation to rjegleft many neccflfary objeds of academic 
(ludy, to which he was not by nature much inclined, 
and apply himfelf wholly to books of hiftory and po- 
etry, by which he could without intelledlual labour 
fill his mind with pleafing images, and for a while 
fufpend the fenfe of his condition. The facrifice of 
fhe future to the prcfcnt, whether it be a folly or a 

fault. 
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fault,- is fcldorti unpuniflicd, and Swiff foon found 
himfelf in the fuuation of a man who had burned his 
bed to warm his hands, for at the end of 
four years he was refufed his degree of ba- *°^5* 
chelor of arts for infufBciency, and was at laft admit^ 
xtd fpeciali gratiay which is there confidered as the 
higheft degree of reproach and difhonour. 

But upon Swi/t^ this punifliment was not incffeci- 
tual, he dreaded the repetition of fuch difgrace as the 
laft evil that could befal him, and therefore inimedi* 
ately fet about to prevent it as the principal bufinefs 
of his life. During feven years from that time he 
'ftudied eight hours a day ; and by fuch an 
•effort of fuch a mind fo long continued, -^ ' ^^ 
great knowledge muft neceflarily have been acquired* 
He commenced thefe ftudies at the univer- ,gg 
fity in D»M», where he continued them three 
years, and during this time he alfodrew the firft (ketck 
of his Tale of a Tub *. 

In the year 1688, when he was about twenty-one, 
and had been feven years at college, his uncle Godwin 
was feized with a lethargy, and Toon after totally de- 
•prived both of his fpeech and his memory ; as by thi$ 
accident Swift was left without fupport, be took a 
journey to Leicejler that he might confult with his 
mother what courfe of life to purfue. At this time 
fir JViUiamTemple^z% in high reputation, and honour- 
ed with the confidence and familiarity of ^ ^ 
king IVilliam. His father, fir John Temple^ ^' '^\ 
)iad been mafter of the Rolls in Ireland 
and contraAed an intimate friendlhip with Godwin 
Swift which continued till his death, and fir IViUiam 
Mfho inherited his title and eftate had married a lady 
to whom Mrs. Swift wasrelated ; fl>e therefore advifcd 

' * WaJJciulon Warren^ cfq; a Sw///, declared that he then faw 
'l^tleman of fbrtuoe near Btl- a copy of the TaU of a Tub in 
fafty in the north oi Ireland^ who Swf/i's own hand writing. Peaite 
IKaa chan^ber fellow wifh Dr. SuLtfl^ p. 31^ 

' Jier 
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her fon to communicate his fituacion to fir ff^lUam^ 
tndfollicit his direftion what to do -» this advice, which 
perhaps only confirmed a refolution that Smfi had fe- 
cretly taken before he left Ireland^ he immediately re- 
fblved to purfue. 

Sir WiUiam received him with great kind- 
'^' nefs, and Swift^^ firft vifit continued two 

years ; 'fir fVilUam had been ambaflador and mediator 
of a general peace at Nimfguen before the revolution; 
in this chara&er he became known to the prince of 
Orangey who frequently vifited him at Sbeen^ after his 
arrival in England^ and took his advice in affairs of the 
Vtmoft importance. Sir ff^Uiam being then lame with 
the gout, Swifi ufed to attcrnd his majefty in his walks 
about the garden, who admitted him to fuch familia- 
rity that he (hewed him how to cut afparagus after the 
Dulcb manner, and once offered to make him a captain 
D S loS ^^ borfe. Swifi appears to have fixed his 
mind very early upon an ecclefiaftical life, 
and it is therefore probable that upon declining this 
offer he obtained a promife of preterment in the 
church, for in a letter to his uncle fVUliam^ dated 

D S c6 '^9^» ^^ ^*y^' ' ^ ^^ "^^ ^^ ^^^^ orders till 
' ' ^ * * the king gives me a prebend.' 
Sir fFiUiam becoming (till more infirm, and wi(h- 
ing to retire farther from London^ bought an eftate at 
Farnbam in Surry^ called Moorpark^ whither he was 
accompanied by Swifi \ About this time a bill was 

brought 

* There is (bme difficulty in of being near LcnJon, bought an 

reconciling the firft and hft pa- eftate near fambam in Surty^ 

ragraphs of ie£l. xxiii* in the <wbere Mr, ^lil accomf anted him, 

£>i^*s (ketch of hb own life The fenfe of the Jaft which feems 

%\heTe Moerfark is mentioi^ed ; to imply that Snuift lived with 

in the firft it is (aid that S^vtft fir WiUiam at Sheen before he 

^fter having been fome montns went to Jdoorparkt is adopted up« 

with his mother at Leicefler^ was on the credit of Mr. Deane Swt/}, 

received by fir William who was who *fays that SiAnfi was there 

Mo^ retired t$ Moorpark^ and in familiar with king inUiamy and 

the laft tl^ fir William^ tired the king does not appear to have 

COJH 
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iMought into the houfe for triennial parlianieiits, «r 
gainftwhicbchekingwhowas^iftrangerto ^ 
our cooftitution was very avcrfc by the ad- fe^"^^ 
vice of fooie weak people wtio perfuaded cndl md' 

Jbifi crown and life by confcniing to fuch l**"^- 
^ bill. Upon this occafion the earl was difpatched to 
Moorpark by the king for fir fFilliam'% advice, who 
faid much to /hew him the miftake but without efiedt 
And therefiMre he fooo afterwards difpatched Swift to 
'Kenfij^i4m^ with the whole account in writing to con* 
vince the king and the earl how ill they were inform- 
ed. Swifi though he was then very young, was yeC 
weU acquiunced witH the Efigli/b hiltory, and gave the 
king acoflcipendious account of the matter which, he 
amplified to the earl, but the meafure was at laft rc^ 
jeAedt and thus cndcdSwifi's firftembafly to court, fo 
much to his difladsfadtion, that he then declared tc 
was the grfiincident that helped to cure hhn ^ , 
of vanity. Soon after • this tranfadion he fca^^xxin 
was ieized with the return of a dilbrder 
which he had contradlbed in Ireland by eating a great 
quantity of fruit s and upon this occafion returned 
thither by the advice of his phyficians, who hoped 
that his native air would contribute to the recovery of 
his health, but from this journey he received no be* 
nefit, and therefore in a fhort time returned . 
CO fir fVilliam^ being ever afterwards fub- {ea^xxni. 
jcd to that giddinels, which gradually in* 
creafed, though with irregular intermiflions, till itter- 
ixjinated io total debility of body and mind* 

But he was ftill indefatigable in his fludies, and to 
jpreventth^ Igfs of health in the ac(]uifition of know- 

AO|itini}ed his yiiits after the re- that be went to Irtlan^^ ihor ht 
poval to M^nari. [D. $. ip8.] h^ been two jrears at Mottfari^ 
* It mu(! nave been a/ier, and in feft. xxiv. that his expe- 
choQgfa it is /rjf related in the dition to court was foon after tlit 
^icip for '^ i» fyi4 f^^f xwi* removal from Si^^eji. 

ledge 
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kc^e by the want of bodily exercife, it was his con- 
ftant pradice to run up an hill that was near the 
.houfc and back again every two hours ; the diftance 
backwards and forwards was about half a mile, and 
he ufed to run it in about fix minutes. By 
' ^^^' what books his ftudies were principally di- 
reflied cannot certainly be known, but Several copi- 
ous extra&s from Cyprian^ Iren^uSy Sleidan\ Comment 
taries^ and Padre Paolo^s hiftory of the council of 
Trent^ were found among his papers which appear by 
-. ^ . memorandums in his own hand writing to 
' **^ ' have been made while he lived with fk 
Witliam Temple. 

About a year after his return from Ireland, he 
thought it expedient to take his degree of mailer of 
arts at Oxford. 

With this view he appears to have written to his 
uncle fViltiam Swift ^ to procure and fend him the tef- 
tinwnium of his bachelor's degree. 

Witb this ceftimonium which is dated the 3d of 
May 1692, he went to Chtford^ where having received 
many civilities^ he was admitted adeundem on the 14th 
of June^ and toc4c his mailer's degree en the 5th of 
jfuiy following. 

It has been faid that the civilities which he received 
D. S. p. *^ Ox/i?r^ proceeded from a roifunderftand- 
30, 44." ing of the phr^k fpedali gratia^ which was 
Orreijy there fuppofed to be a compliment paid to 
P-^- uncommon merit. 

But thefe words are not inferted in that copy of 
the teftimonium which is entered in the congregatioa 
book at Oxford ; and not to have inferted them there, 
when they were thought a compliment, would have 
been an affront ; it is therefore probable that by the 
influence of 5a7//'s uncle they were omitted in the copy 
which he procured and fent, efpecially as fomc fnch 
favour fecms to be intimated in fe/z's letter to him, 

after 
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after he had received it : I am ftill, fays he, to thank 
you for your C a r f. in my teftimonium, and 
iT WAS TO VERy GOOD PURPOSE, /Jtt I was ^^^*¥\ 
never more fatisfied than in the behaviour "' 5 * ' 
of the unlVerfity. The civilities which he 
received at Oxford^ might indeed proceed from his 
known connexion with fir fVilUam Tetnplcj but he 
might reafonably impute them alfo to the fupprefllon 
of a reproach againft which there was good reafon to 
fear this connection would not have fupported him ; 
nor is it ftrange that Swifty after his reputation was 
eflablifhed, fliould, while he was fporting with this 
incident in the gayety of his heart, pretend a miftake 
which never happened, or that what he meant as a 
jeft upon the univerfity (hould be ferioufly remem- 
bered as an event of his life. 

It has alfo been faid that upon his difgrace at Dub^ 
Urtj he refolved to purfue bisftudies at Oxford^ where 
he almoil conftantly refided during three years, and^ 
was avowedly fupported by fir fVilliamTem' 
fie. But the contrary is inconteftably true, p^ g^^^ 
for there are not quite two months between 
the date of his teftimonium, and his taking his maf- 
ter's degree. Befides in the letter to his uncle jud 
mentioned, he fays, I am afhamed to be more obliged 
in a /w w^^ij to Strangers, t)xzxi m feven years tOr 
2)«W/» college*.' 

* He went to collie at the longer with fir 0'iIUam before he 
age of fourteen, in t^i ; con- went to Oxfcrd^ which moll 
tinned there feven years, as ap- therefore be 1692 ; and in chat 
pears by his letter ; {a that he very year he took his degree, 
did not leave Irtland tili x688 ; The hOi therefore which, lord 
lie was (bine xbonths with his Omry fays, was immetfiately con- 
mother before he went to fir ilrued to favour ah opinion that 
WiWam^ and two years with him Sivifi was fir H^illmm^ natural 
before he went to Irelnndfor his fon appears never to have hap- 
health, which muft therefore be penea. Su Swift'/ J^ifci? 0/ Lis 
in 1691 ; he returned from Ire^ e%vn life. 
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From Oxford he returned again to Moore Pari^ 
where he alTifted Cirff^illiam Temple to revife his works, 
corrcfted and improved his 7tf/?(?/ 4 71^^, and added 
the digrcffions. From thciconverfation of fir fFHliam^ 
who was minutely acquainted with all the intricacies 
of party and the fecrets of ftate, during the reigns 
of king Charles and king James the Second^ Stvift 
greatly increafed his political knowledge. But hav- 
ing long fufpefted fir fVilliam of neglefting to pro- 
vide for him, merely that he might keep him in 
his family, he at length rcfented it fo warmly, that 
in the year 1 694, a quarrel enfued and they parted. 

It is probable that ^wiff did not leave fir fVilliam 

for fuch a reafon without fevere expoftulation, not 

only becaufe Swift was no refpefter of perfons, but 

^ becaufe it appears that fir fVilltam, though 

' * ^^* he was extremely angry, admitted his claim 

to fome provifion by offering to make him his deputy 

as mafter of the Rolls in Ireland. This oN 

5Hieuh^ fer however Swift did not accept, but re- 

fc^a. XXV. pjj^j ^jj (5p^^ Jj^ j^^j ^^^ 3j^ opportunity 

arid note. '^ r %- - ' . 1 • . 1 . * *. ,^ 

of livmg without being driven into the 

church for fupporr, a fcruple which had hitherto kept 
him out of it, he was determined to go into Ireland 
and take orders. 

Swift during his refidence with Cirfp^lliam had ne- 
ver failed to vifit his mother at Leicefler once 
D. S. 99. a y^^r, and his manner of travelling was 
22^^' very extraordinary ; he always went on foot 
except the weather was very bad, and then 
he would fometimes take fhelcer in a waggon ; he 
cho{e to dine at obfcure alehoufes among pedlers and 
hoftlers, and to lie where he faw written over the 
door lodgings for a penny -, but he ufed to bribe the 
maid wich a teller for a fingle bed and clean fiieets. 

In this manner he went down to his mother upoa 
his leaving fir Pf^ilHam^ and from Leicefler he wrote a 
letter dated June 1 694, to his coufin Veane Swift ^ 

then 



UFE OF Dr. SWIFT. 13 

then at TJJbmi \ in which he relates his quarrel with 
GxJVilUam^ and declares his purpofe to take ^ 
orders in the September following, wi(hing • • $"• 
he could procure bt him the chaplainihip of the 
fa£tory. 

What was the efied of this letter is not known^ 
but Swift foon after obtained a recommendation to 
lord Capelj then lord deputy of Ireland^ who gave him 
the prebend ofKilroct^ in the diocefs of Conner^ a nor- 
thern diftndy worth about one hundred 
Sounds per annum. But fir fViUiamy who ^[^^ 
ad been ufcd to the converfation of Swift^. 
ibon found that lie could not be content to live with-^ 
out him, he therefore urged him to refign his prebend 
in favour of a friend, and promifed to obtain pre- 
ferment for him in England if he would 'return \ 
Swift confented, and fir tVilliam was fo j) $ (^ 
much pleafed with this ad of kindnefs, that 
during the remainder of his life, which was about 
four years, his behaviour was fuch as produced the 
utmofl: harmony between them ; Swift as a teftimony 
of his friendfhip and efteem wrote the battle of the 
books, of which fir William is the hero ; and fir fVih 
liam when he died left him a pecuniary legacy, and 
his pofthumous works. 

What other favours he received from Rrtyilliam can* 
not certainly be known; ^S*^/// acknowledged none but 
his ineflkdual recommendation to king fyilliamy and 
he is known to have received frequent remittances 
from his uncle fViUiamy and his coufin WilhugHy 
Swift ; & that fir fl^illiam does not feem to have treat- 
ed him with a liberality for which it is difficult to ac- 
count. 

Upon the death of fir IViUiam Temple^ Swift ap- ^ 

* This appears hy a letter (be, wasib foqdofhim, that he 

from Swift^s fifter, thea in /r^ made him gire op hit Jiving m 

/0W9 to her cottfm Ihaite in P§r» this countr/t ai\a promifed to 

$ugai^ : fir l9^iUym Timfle, (kyt get himone in SigUmd, D. S. 66. 

..- plied 
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plied by petition to king, fVilliam for the firft TacailC 
prebend of Canterbury or IVeftminfter^ for which' th^ 
royal promife had been obtained by his late patron^ 
whofe pofthumous works he dedicated to his majefty^ 
to facilitate the fuccefs of this application. But il 
does not appear that after the death of fir fyi/tiam^ 
the king took the lead notice of mr. Swsfi ^ his pc«^ 
ticion and dedication were equally negledted, and af^ 
ter a fruitlefs attendance at court, which probably 
increafed the aufterity of his temper^ he accepted an 
invitation of the earl of Berkeley^ who had been ap- 
pointed one of the lords juftices of Irelandy to attend 
him as chaplain and private fecretary ; it might rea- 
fonably have been hoped, that although he had been 
difappointedof the preferment for which he follicited, 
yet the employment to which he was invited would 
have been fecure ^ but it happened, that after he had 
afted as fecretary during the whole journey to Dub^ 
Ufty one Bujb found means to iniinuate to lord Berke^ 
ley^ that the port of fecretary was not fit for a clergy-^ 
man, and his lordfhip fufFered himfelf to be fo eafily 
convinced of this impropriety, that after making fomc 
apology to mr. Swijt^ he appointed Bujh fecretary in 
his. (lead. 

This difappointment was foon after followed by 
another ; it happened that the deanery of Derry be- 
came vacant, and it was the earl of Berkeley*^ turn to 
difpofe of it ; yet whatever attonement was due to 
S'wift for hislordfbip's late breach of engagement, the 
fecretary having received a bribe, the deanery was 
given to another upon pretence that Swift who wa$ 
then more'than. thirty years old was too young, and 
he received inftcad of it the two livings of Laracor 
and JRatbbfggin in the diocefe of Meatb^ which toge- 
ther did not amount to half the value of the deanery ". 

* As SnLifi did not receive Bon-re fidencc could not, as lor4 
ihefc livings till after the dean- Oirrty fuppofcs, be the reaiba 
cry ^zt given to another, bis v^hy ic wab nqt given to him. 

Aa 
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■ As Swift had refufed a commifTion under king 
tVilUam and a fecular employment under fir . 
H^tltiam Temple^ it appears that hi S attach- ft^'^^J^Vii 
ment to a religious litej however early and ^^ "*' 

however ftrong^ Was not the cfFeft of temporai7 views 
but of zeal for the fuccefs of the great work in which 
he was about to engage, and a confcioufnefs of hiji 
own ability to acquit himfelf with advan- 
rage. That religious purpofes were at this Jj ^* ^^ 
time predominant in his mind he ufed fre- 
quently to declare; he hoped^ he faid^ that by dili« 
gent and conftant application he Ihould fo far excel 
that the fexton might fometimes be aflced on a Sun* 
day morning) ' Pray docs the doftor preach to-day* ? 
and when after having taken pofiefiion of his livings 
he went to refide at Laracor^ he gave public notice that 
he would read prayers on every fVednefday and Fridays 
a labour which he would not have brought upoh 
himfelf if he had been principally concerned aboug 
the value of his dues which had been long befortf 
cuftomarily paid for much lefs fervice. 

The duties of the church which he thus rendered 
more frequent, he performed with the utmoft punc- 
tuality and the moft rational devotion \ he was indetd 
devout, riot only in his public and folemn addreffes 
to God, but in that tranfient A£t of adoration^ which 
is called faying' grace, and which generally confifts 
only in a mutter and a boW) in which the fpeaker ap- 
pears to compliment the company and the company 
each other \ Swift always ufed the fewefl: Words that 
could be uttered on the occafion, but he pronounced 
them wirfi an emphafis and fervor which every one 
around him faw and felt, and with his hands clafped 
in each other and lifted to his bread \ and it is hoped 
that thofe who can no otherwife emulate the charac- 
ter of Swifty will attempt it in this aft of religious 
decorum, and no longer afFeft either to be wits or fine 

ypL. L C gentif- 
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gentlemen by a conduft diredUy contrary to fo great 
an example. 

But Swifi vrith all this piety in his heart could not 
refift the temptation to indulge the peculiarity of his 
humour when an opportunity ofiered, whatever might 
be the impropriety of time and place. 

On the firft Wednefday after he had fummoncd his 
congregation at Laracar^ he afcended his de(k^ and 
having fat fome time with no other auditor than his 
clerk Roger^ he rofe up and with a compofure and 
gravity that upon this occafion was irrefiftibly ridicu* 
lous, he began, Dearly beloved Roger^ the fcripture 
moveth you and me in fundry places^ and fo proceed* 
cd to the end of the fervice. 

During Swift^s refidence at Larncor, he invited to 
Ireland 2l lady whom he has celebrated by 

came acquainted while he lived with fir 
William Temple^ (he was the daughter of his fteward» 
whofe name was John/on^ and fir fyilliam when he 
died left her one thoufand pounds in confideration of 

her father's faithful ferviccs ; at the death 
^' ' S- Qf fi,. Ji^iiiiam which happened in 1 699, flic 
was in the fixteenth year of her ase % and it was about 
two years afterwards that at Swtfl\ invitation fhe left 
England^ accompanied by mrs. Dit^ley^ a lady who 
was fifteen years older, and whofe whole fortune 
r, r, on though ftie was related to fir fViUiam. was 

no more than an annuity of twenty-feven 

pounds. Whether Swifl at this time deCred the 

company of Stella as a wife or a friend is not certaiOf 

'but the reafon which fhe and her companion then 

gave for their leaving England^ was, that in i'eland 

• Mr. Diaue Snuifi fays 18, flic was in Ireland from 18/ id 

but it appears by die poem on his introdudion to Bwt hUtt dt 

her birth-day in 171 8, that (he Stella, Vol. Xil. 
was then but 34 ; the Dtan fays 

■ " - the 
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the intereft of money was liigh and provifions wcr? 
cheap ; ic appears however that other reafons wer< 
fufpe6led in the neighbourhood of Maorepark \ fof 
mr. Thomas Swifii the rector of Putunham^ in a let- 
ter which he wrote a few years afcerward5> enquires 
whether Jonathan wa3 married, or whether he had 
been able toreiifl the charms of both tbofegentlewQ- 
men who marched from Moortpark to J^ui- t\ ^ f 
Uriy with a refolution to engage him.. It ap- g * ' ^^ 
pears too, that 5cr///, if he did not addrefs 
her himfclf, yet contrived to break oflF a treaty of 
marriage with another, by p«*rfuading her to infill up- 
on terms with which the gcndeman could ngt coni« 
ply. But whatever wdSiSw/J/'s attachment d ^ q 
to mrs. Jchnfon^ every poffiblb precaution * * ^* 
Was taken to prevent fcandal ; they never lived .. in 
the fame lioufe s when •Swr// was abfent, mrs. JobnfoH 
and her friend, refided at the parfonage ; when he re* 
turned^ they removed cither to the houfe of doftor 
Rajmandf vicar of Trim^ a gentleman of great hofpi* 
tality and Swift* % intimate friend, or to a ^ -, 
lodging provided for them in the neigh- ' * 9^* 
bourhood, neither were they ever known to meet but 
m the prcfence of a third perfon. Swift made fre* 
quent excurfions to Dublin and fome to London^ but 
mrs. Jobnfon was buried in folitude and obfcurity, (he 
wa$ known only to a few of Swift's mod intimate ac- 
quaintance^ and had no female companion exctpc 
hirs. Dtnglty. 

In 1701, Swifl took his doftor's degree, and in 
1702, foon after the death of king (Villiam^ he went 
to England for the firft time, after his fettlement ac 
Laracvr ; a journey which he frequently repeated 
during the reign of queen ^nm. Mrs. Johrfcn was 
once alfo in England in 1705, but returned in a few 
months^ and never afterwards crofTed the ^ ^ 
channel. ^- ^' 9^- 

He fooa became eminent as a writer, and in that 

C a charag- 
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charafter at leaft was known to the great n^-en in both 
the factions, which were diftinguiihed by the names 
of whig and tory ; he had been educated among the 
whigs, but he at length attached himfelf 
OrriTf^ to the torics, becaufe, as hefaid, the whigs 
^"* hid renounced their old principles and* re- 

ceived others, which their forefathers held in utter 
^ g abhorrence •, he did not however write any 
' ' '^ ' political pamphlet from the year 1701 to 
the year 1708. 

But though by his frequent excurfions to England 
and a long abfence from his cures, he appears to have 
delayed the execution of his purpofe to excel as a 
preacher, yet he ufed to declare that he did not re- 
nounce it till his acquaintance with HarUjf 
7' ^- nor did he ever mention his fubfequent at- 
166^^' tachmcnt to politics without indubiubic 
figns of penitence and regret. 
It is probable that he hoped to exert himfelf more 
^ffeftually in the church by acquiring fome other pre- 
ferment, and that with this view, he was follicitous to 
be near the court, for before his acquaintance with 
lord Oxford^ a bilhoprick was intended for him by 
the queen, but archbilhop Sharpe and a certain great 
lady having mifreprcfented his principles and cha- 
rafli.r, her majefty gave it to another 5 of this injury, 
however, the archbilhop was afterwards 
•^' * ^'''' truly fenfible, expreffcd great forrow forit, 
and defired his forgivenefs. 

/ ftcr this difappointment it was not long before a 

new fcene opened before him, for in 1710, being then 

in England^ he was impowercd by his grace the lord 

primate of Ireland to follicit the queen to exonerate 

the clergy o^ Ireland from paying the twcnr 

ter Vol ^^^^^ parts and firft fruits. And upon this 

Xn. ' occafion his acquaintance with Harleycom^ 

mcnced. 

As foon as he had received tlic biihop's letter, in- 

* ftrudtions. 
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ftruftlons, and authority, he rcfolvcd to apply to 
Mr. Harkyy not only bccaufe be was a principal 
perfon in the qucen*s miniftry, but becaulc by his 
intereil the fame favour had been granted to the 
clergy of England. That he might not wait upon 
Mr. Harley to whom his name was well known wholly 
without recommendation, he got himfelf reprcfented 
as a perfon who had been extremely ill ufed by tie 
]a{l miniftry, becaufe he would not go certain lengths 
which they would have had him, this being 
in fome fort Mr. llarlef^ own cafe. ' ^"^'^ ^^ 

Mr. Harley received him with the utmoft xuf" 
kindnefs and refpedt, he fat with him two 
hours in company, and two hours he was with him 
alone \ he not only engaged in the doctor's immediate 
bufinifs with the utmoft zeal and foon after accom- 
plifhed it, but told him he muft bring him acquaint- 
ed with Mr. 5/. J.bn^ invited him to difte with him, 
charged him to come often, and, when the doftor 
propofed attending at his levy, told him that was no 
place for friends. The dodtor foon after became pern 
fonally acquainted with the reft of the minifters, who 
appear to have courted and careflcd him with uncom- 
mon afiiduity. He dined every Saturday at Mr. 
Harle)% with the. lord keeper, Mr. fccretary *S/. 
Jobtty and lord Rivers: on that day no other perfon 
was for fome time admitted ; but this feleft company 
yf2L% at length inlarged to fixteen, all men of the firft 
clafs, 5ic;;// included; they dined once a 
week at the houfes of each other by rota- ^•^•^27, 
tion, and went under the general denomi- ^*^* 
nation of brothers. 

Froip this time the doftor fupported the. intereft 
of his new friends with all his. power, in pamphlets, 
poems, ^nd periodical papers ; his intimacy with them . 
was fo remarkable that he was thought not only to 
defend, but in fome degree to direA their meafures \ 
iod f^c\{; was his importance in the opinion of the 
' -"-^ ' ' C 3 oppo^ 
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oppofiic party, that many fpeeches were made againft 

him in both houfcs of parliament -, a reward 

6ce vol. was alfo offered for dilcovering the author 

Whatever excellence we poflcl's, orwhat- 
cver honours we obtain, the pleafure which they pro- 
duce is all relative to fome particular favourite with 
whom we are tenderly conncdted, cither by friendlhip 
or by love -, or at mod it terminates, like rays coU 
jcdted by a burning- glafs, in a very fmall circle which 
j5 fcarce more than a point, and like light becomes 
ienfiblcoply by refledion. Thus Swift^ while he was 
courted and carcflcd by thofe whom others were ma- 
king intcreft to approach, feems to have enjoyed his 
di(tin6lion only in proportion as it was participated 
with Stella •, for amidlt all thebufinefs, and all the ho- 
nours iliat crowded 'ipon him, he wrote every day an 
•account of whatever occurred, and fcnt her a journal 
regularly dated every fortnight during the whole time 
of his connexion with queen Anne*^ miniftry. From 
thefe unreftrained efrbfions of his heart many partiCu* 
Jars are known, which could have been known no other 
way: And bv thefe it appears inconteftably that hewa^ 
not only employed, but trufted •, and that //urAry, who. 
is univerfally allowed to have been one of the moft re- 
iervcd and m)*{tcrious of all politicians, was to him in 
affairs of the utmoft moment open and explicit. The 
refult of one of their conferences fo early as the year 
1710, was to this cfFeft, that the kingdom was as cer- 
tainly ruined as a bankrupt merchant, that a pejace 
D S.71S. whether bad or good was abfolutely necef- 
** * ' fary, that the confederacy muft loon break, 
and faftions increafe-, and that the miniftry was upon toa 
narrow a bottom, and ftood like an ifthmus between 
the whigs on one fide, and the violent tories on the 
other, a fituation in which they could not fubfift. 
Thefe violent tories were formed into a focicty called 
the OSaber club, of whom ^ift fays., ^ *> they are a- 

bouc 



LIFE OF Dr. SWIFT, 21 

bout an hundred parliament men of the country, who 
innk OSoI^gr beer at liome, and meet every evening 
at a cavern near the parliament-houfe, to drive things 
on to extreams againft the whigs, to call the 
old miniftry to account and get oflf five or ^- ^-3^9* 
fix heads.- •^°- 

But, ifS'xifl thought this party too precipitant, it 
is certain be thought Iqpd Oxford, too flow, and he 
once cold him fo in a manner that (hews both his in* 
tegrity and the freedom of his converfation with thofe 
ymo have a prefcriptive right to fcrvility and adula* 
tion : he had received a prefent of a fine tortoife-flielj 
fnufF^box lined with gold, and painted on the infide 
of the lid with a view of Venice. This prefent he fliew- 
cd one day to Harley^ who having admired the paint- 
ing and the workmanihip, at laft fpied a figure flud ' 
ed on the outfide of the bottom, which he thought 
refembled a gQofe, upon which turning to the doctor^ 
y$na(banj fays he, I think they have made a goofe of 
thee. Yes my lord, fays the doftor, but, ifyourlordlhip 
will look a little farther, you will fee that I am driv- 
ing a fnail before-me, which indeed happened to be the 
device. To this the earl cooly replied, that is 
fcvere enough,. Jonathan^ but I dcferve it. ' '^ 

It is -equally true, and equally evident, that Swifi 
had no expectations of advantage from his connexion 
with tl\efe perfons, that he knew they could not long 
preferve their^ower, that he did not honour it while 
it lafted, and that he difdained pecuniary obligations. 

I ufe the miniftry fays he like dogs, becaufe 1 exped: 
they will ufe me fo. — * 1 never knew a mini- jy ^ ■ 
ilry do any thing for thole whom they make Letiers to 
companionsof cheirpieafures, but 1 carenot.* $• 

In the fummer of 171 1, he forefaw the ruin of the 
miniftry bj^chofemifundeiitandings among 
thcmfclvci which at laft cffefted it ; and Pf; 33V 

I , . . . , t_ , Lett. too. 

It was not only his opmion, but their own, 
that if they could not carry a peace^ they would not 

C 4 b^ 
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be able to keep thcmfclves out of the Tawer^ eveft 

though they (hould agree. In order therefore to 

facilitate this great event, Swifi wroa the 

uLUs ^^^^^^ ^/^^^ ^''^^-^^ * P!^^^ which ht 

' Gonfefles coft him much pains, and which 

fuiCceeded even beyond his expedtation. It was pubs 

lifhcd on the 27th of November^ 171 1» juft ten days 

before the parliament mot, and, before the 
J0-^'3«* 28th of January^ above eleven thoufand 
were fold, feven editions having been printed in Eng^ 
ianJj and three in Irelattd. The tory members in 
both houfes who fpoke, drew all their arguments from 

it, and the refolutions which were printed 
p. ^•357* in the votes, and which would never have 
&S/^ pafTcd but for the Condua of the AUia^ 

were little more than quotations from it. 
From this time till the year 1713, he continued to 

exert himfclf with unwearied diligence in 
p.S. 15$. ^j^p fervice of the miniftry, and while he 
was at Wind/or y juft at the conclufion of the peace of 

Utrecht J he drew the firft (ketch of An Hif- 
t>. S. 340. tory of the four lafi Tears of Queen Anne. 
'^ 7 ^° ^' ^^^ "^^^^ would have been publilhed foon 
^yjiu after, if his friends in the miniftry had not 

difagreed about it ; and after the queea's 
death, he fpent much time in improving and correft* 
ing it, but it has not yet appeared. 
. During all this time, he received no gratuity or 
feward till the year 1 7 1 3^ and then he accepted the 
deanery of St. Patrick\ Dublin. 

It rnay perhaps be thought ftrange, that his friencs 
did not rather procure him a hiihoprick in England^ 
and place him m the houfe of lords, where his poli-» 
tical eloquence might have been employed with great 

advantage ; but this was not in their power, 
't>.S. 343. and they might be willing ta fecure to him 
• f^ Q? y; fucb advantage as they could, knowing their 
'^' - * own iiiftability, and forefeeing their fisdl; 

But 
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But with whatever view, or from whatever caufe 
thcdeancry of St.Pn/nVit's was given him, he received 
ii with kis pteafure than he would have done a fettle- 
ment with much lefs power and profit in England. ^ 

He immediately crofled the channel, to take pof'^ 
fefiion of his new dignity, but did not ftay. ^o x * 
in Inland more than a fortnight, being Letter,^ 
urged by an hundred letters to haften back Stvi/i^to • 
and recdncilc lord Oxford and lord BoUn^- O^wi. 
hrfukt^ the confeauences of whofe mifunderllanding 
were juftly dreaded bv their friends. 
- When he returned he found their quarrels and 
coldnefs increafed, and having predicted their ruin 
from this very caufe, he laboyred to bring about % 
reconciliation, as that upon which the whole interelt 
of their party depended. 

With this view he contrived to bring them to lord 
Majbam^% at St. JanKs\ and lord and lady Majhank 
being acquainted with his purpofe, left him albrifc 
with them ; he then expoftulated with them both, 
but to little efieft, being able only to engage them to 
go to /i^i)!^/^ the next day, ilill hoping, that, if he 
could keep theory together, they would come to fome 
agreement, well knowing, that in abfence the mind 
perpetually revolves the recent offences of a friend^ 
and heightens them by every pofTible aggravation, 
but that, when the offended and offender meet, the 
"dying fparks of efteeni or kindnefs often brighten in* 
to a flame, the remembrance of paft pleaTure and 
confidence returns, and mutually inclines them to fe- 
cure, by ah accommodation, that which they feel they 
cannoHofe without regret. 

: Svnft foon after followed them, but was told by 
lord BiHt^broke that bis fcheme had cpme to no- 
thii^; and he had the morrification to obferve that 
they grew, mpre cold (o each other every day. In the 
meao time lord. OxfitrJ^% credit grew lefs and kft, 
and the quoeo^a health vifibly decUned. 
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&wifty however, contrived yet once more to meet 
them at lord M^Jham\ and was again left alone 
with them j which was the iaft time they^ver n)ct, and 
he fpoke to theni both with great freedom, four at 
length dcfpairing of his purpofc, he told them he 
would retire, for that all was gone ; Botingbroke whif- 
pered him that he was right, but Oxford faid 2i\ 
would do well. 

Swift dill adhered to his opinion, and therefore 
went in a day or two to Oxford by the coach, and 
thence to the houfe of a friend in Berkfbire^ where he 
continued till the queen's death, which happened in 
ibout ten weeks. 

While he was at this place, his mind was ftill 
bufy for his friends, and he wrote a difcourfe cal* 
Jed Free Thoughts on the prefent State of ^airSy which 
he thought might be uieful at that juncture, and 
fent it up to London^ but, fome difference of opi- 
nion happening between him and lord Bolingbroke 
concerning it, the publication was delayed 
Lett to i\\\ the qOeen's death, and then he recal- 
io't«r. *^^ ^^^ ^^PJy which was afterwards depo- 
1721. * ficcd with the lace alderman Barber^ and 
having been fince published, will be fodnd 
in Vol. III. p. 351. 

A few weeks after the death of the queen, he 
#ent back to his (lation in Ireland^ all his connexi-^ 
ons with the court being broken, and all his expedla- 
tions difappointed. 

But it would be an injury to Swift not to flop 
a moment here, and, before we defcend with him 
into the vale of private life, look back, as from 
an eminence, upon the country we have pafled. 

Few of thofe who have been permitted to aflbci- 
ate with perfons greatly fuperior in rank and for- 
tune, who have climbed in the retinue of power, 
and been diftingui(hed by reflefbod greatnefs, have 
been able to fuftain the native dignity of their own 

charafter^ 
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charadter, without (looping as they afcended the hilU 
or ixing blinded by the light that made them coa^ 
ipicuous to others. 

1-ct it therefore be recorded to the honour of 
Pr. Swifts and to animate others by his example 
and reward) that during his connexion with tfaofe 
who were in the higheit ^rank, and who incveiy 
rank would have been great, he would never fuflfer 
himfelf to be treated but as an equal, and nepulfed 
every attempt to hold him in dependance, pr keep 
him at a di(tance» with the utmoft refentment and 
indignation. 

It happened upon fome occafion, \\it3X Harlif 
kvit him a bank bill of fifty pounds by his private 
fecretaVy, Mr. Lswis^ which Swift inflindy return-* 
ed, with a letter of expoflulation and cpinplaint % 
Barley invited him to dine, but he refufed \ 
be wrote to Mr. Lewis to mediate between ^j ^' 
them, dcfiring to be reconciled, but Swift Xjtvlxm 
fcnt word that he expefted farther. Iktif- 5. 
faAion. Hurley repliecf, if he would but 
come and fee him, he would make him eafy ; but 
Swift infifted that he Ihould apologize by mefiage^ 
and deckired, that, otherwife, he would cafi bim off. 

It is poflible that this favour might have been TC* 
jefted as not worth his acceptance ; but it is ceruin, 
that, if it had been of greater value, it would not 
have attoned for any indecorum in the ofier, or have 
induced Swift to fufier an obligation from thofe 
whom he did not eileem, for he refufed the place oi 
hiftoriographer with difdain, becaule it was in the 
difpofal of a perfon whom he regarded widi di%u(t 
and contempt \ 

He would not fufier even negative incivilities froni 

P JfSnmfi rtfnfcd this place, he couM not, as lord Orren tia>- 
pofcfly be miftaken lA believing it itotended for him •; and that M 
aid refufe it, we have his own exprefs dtclaration in his lettcrtiii 
tffe, dated to Jan. ^721. 

thofe 
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thofc who, if by their ftation they had not been |ii» 
fuperiors, would have been his equals by learning 
and parts. It happened, that having one day dined 
with Mr. St. Jobttj who was then fecretary of ftatc, 
and remarked that he appeared to be much out of 
temper, he took the firll opportunity to fee him 
alone, and warned him never to behave to him with 
filent referve, for that he would not be treated like 
a fchoql-boy, I expeft, fays he, that if you hear or 
fee any thing to my difadvantage, you would let 
me know it in plain words, and not put 
p. S. 327. nig jn pain to euefs by the change, or cold- 
^/^^ nefs ot your countenance or behaviour, 
for it is what I would hardly bear from a 
crowned head, and I think no fubje&'s favour is 
worth it. 

The fecretary received the reproof like a friend, 
as it was given, and apologized for his behaviour by 
faying, that bulinefs had kept him up feveral whole 
nights, and drinking one more *, and to make up 
matters, he prefled the dodor to flay to dinner^ 
which, however, he declined, as well becaufe he 
would not encourage a fecbnd offence by too eaflly 
pafling over the iirft, as becaufe he was engaged with 
another friend. 

If in this reprefentation of his behaviour, as It 
is in many particulars taken from his letters to Siel- 
lay he fhould be fufpcfted of having fomewhat 
exaggerated to gratify his vanity, he may be abun- 
daiitly ju(li6ed by a letter ftill extant which he 
wrote to lord Oxford after the connexion between 
them Was broken. When I was with you, fays he, 
I have faid more than once, that I would never al-- 
low quality or ftation to make any difference be- 
tween men. — I loved you jufl fo much the worfe for 
your 'ftation — in your publick capacity you have 
often angered me to the heart, but as a private man 
nevcrt— I was too proud to be vain of the honou^ 

yon 
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you did mc. — ^I was never afraid of offending you, 
nor am I now in any pain for the manner I write to 
you in. 

l^eithcr was this conduft the effeft of pride and 
fclf-fufficicncy, but of true dignity of mind, for he 
cxafted nothing which, in his turn, he did not pay^ 
nor afked more for himfelf than for others, whofc 
pretentions or circumftances were the fame. 

When he was dcfired by lord Oxford to intro* 
duce doctor Parnel to his acquaintance, he refufed 
upon this principle, that a man of genius was a 
charader fuperior to that of a lord in ^ high fta- 
tion : He therefore obliged his }ord(hip to walk 
with his treafurer's flaff* from room to room through 
his own levy, enquiring which was doAor Parnel^ in 
order to introduce himfelf, and beg the honour of 
his acquaintance. 

It was known by an accident, after his memory 
failed, that he allpwed an annuity of fifty guineas to 
Mrs. Dingley^ but inflead of doing this with the pa- 
rade of a benefaftor, or gratifying his pride by ma- 
king her feel her dependance, he always pretended 
that he zSitd only as her agent, and ohat the money 
he paid her, was the produce of a certain fum which 
(he had in the funds ; and the better to fave appear- 
ances be always took her receipt, and fometimes 
would pretend, with great feeming vexation, that 
(he drew upon him before he had received her mo- 
ney from London. 

As to his political principles, if his own account 
of them is to be believed, he abhorred whjggifm 
only in thofe who made it confift in damning the 
church, reviling the clergy, abetting the diOcnters^ 
and fpeaking contemptibly of revealed relieion. Ho 
always declared himfelf aorainft a popifn lucceflbr tA 
the crown, whatever title he might have by proxi- 
mity of blood ; nordi<j| he regard the right line up* 
Mn any. other account, chan as it was cllablifht^d by 

law., 
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Ulw, and' had much weight in the opinions of the 
people ; he was of opinion, that when the grievances 
fuffered under a prelent government, became greater 
than thole which might probably be expefted from 
changing it by violence, a revolution was juftifiable, 
and this he believed to have been the cafe in thai 
which ^as brought about by the prince of Orange, 
He had a mortal antipathy againd (landing armieSg 
in times of peace, and was of opinion that our liberty 
could never be placed upon a firm foundation till 
the antient law ftiould be revived, by whjch our par- 
liaments were made annual ; he abominated the po^ 
licical fcheme of fetting up a monied intereft in op^ 
pofition to the landed, and was an enemy to tempo^ 
rary fufpenfions of the habeas corpus a£k. If fome af* 
perides that cannot be juilified have efcaped his pen 
in papers, which were haftily written in the firft ar- 
dour of his zeal, and often after great provocation 
from thofc who wrote againft him, furely they may 
without the exertion of angelic benevolence be for<> 
given. 

That he was not at any time a bigot to party, and 
that he did not indi(criminately transfer his refent* 
mcnts fix)m principles to perfons, was fo evident by 
his condu^ that it was a ufual fubjedt of raillery to- 
wards him, among the minifters, that he never came 
to them without a whig in his fleeve : and though 
he does not appear to have afked any thing for him- 
felf, yet he often prefled lord Oxford in favour of Mr. 
Adds/on^ Mr. Congreve^ Mr. Row^ and Mr. Steely with 
whom, except Mr. Steely he frequently converfed, 
during all lord Oxford^% miniftry, chufing his friends 
by their perfonal merit, without examining how far 
their notions agreed with the politics then 
Xett.to in vogue; and, in particular, his friend- 
Fopeof (}jjp ^ith Mr. ylddifon continued inviola- 
i^zu^' ble, and with as much kindncfs as when 
' * they ufed-to meet at lord Hdlifax's or lord 

Sommcrs\ 
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Somm€rs% who were leaders of the oppofice party. 

Among other perfons with whom he was mcimate* 
Jy acquainted during this gay pare of his life, was 
^T%. Vanbomrigb. She wa? a lady of good 
family, the daughter of Mr. Stone^ the ^-^-^S*- 
commiflfioner, and niece to the accompunt-general 
^i Ireland. 

She was the widow of Mn Bartholomew Vanh^p^ 
rigbj firil a merchant of Jmjlerdam^ and afterwards 
oi Dublin^ who was appointed commiflary of the 
ftores by king IVilliam^ upon his expedition into Ire- 
landj a place which, during the war was computed 
to be worth 6000I. per cum. After the affairs of Ire^ 
land were fettled, he was appointed mufter-K:afl:er- 
general, and a commiflioner of the revenue, and laid 
out about 1 2,000 1, in the purchafe of forfeited 
eftates : but though he received the produce of this 
eftate, and enjoyed his appointments thirteen years, 
yet when he died, in 1703, his expences had bcea 
to nearly equal to his revenue, that his „ <, , . 
whole fortune, the value of his eftate in- anVfol- ' 
eluded, amounted only to i6,cool. Tiiis lowing, 
fum he directed, by his will, to be divided Ornryyi^ 
equally between his wife and four children, *nd fol- 
or which two were fens and two were ^^^"^• 
daughters. The fons died foon after their father, and 
their Ihare of his fortune fell to the daughters. 

In 1709, the widow and the two young ladies 
came to England^ where they were vificed by perfons 
of the firft quality, and Swift lodging within a few 
doors of their houfc in Bury-Jlreety St. James'%^ ufcd 
to fee much there, coming and going without cere- 
mony, as if he had been one of the family. During 
rhis familiarity, he became infenfibly a kind of pre- 
ceptor to the young ladies, particularly the cldcft, 
who was then about twenty years old, was much ad- 
difbed to reading, and a great admirer of poetry. la 
4 perfea of this difpofition,. it was natural for fuch 
• . . a cha- 
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a charafler as that of Swift to excite admiration, a 
pafTion which by frequent converfe was fofcened into 
complacency, and complacency was at length im- 
proved into love. Love itfelf, perhaps, was in this 
caie complicated with vaniry, which would have been 
highly gratified by an alliance with the firfl: wit of 
tl^ age ; and thus what neither could have efiefted 
alone, was done by the joint effort of both, and fhe 
ventured to make the do6lor a propofal of marriage* 
It is probable, that his connexions with Mrs. John'' 
Jon at this time were fuch, that he could not with 
honour accept this propofal, whatever pleafure or 
advantage it might promife ; however, it is certain, 
he declined it, though without afllgning any other 
engagement as the reafon. 

He appears firft to have afieded to believe her ia 
jeft, then to have rallied her on fo whimfical a choice^ 
and at lad to have put her off without an abfolute re- 
f ufal, perhaps, partly, becaufe he was unwilling to give 
her pain, and partly, becaufe he could not refufe her 
with a good grace, otherwife than by difcoverins fome 
particulars which he was willing to conceal. While he 
was in this fituation, he^ wrote the poem called Ca- 
denus andVaneJfdy the principal view of which feems 
to have been at once to compliment and to rally her, 
to apologize for his conduft, and foften a tacit de* 
nial, by leaving the event undetermined. 

'This poem appears to have been written about the 
year 1713, a' (hort time before he left Vantjfa and the 
reft of his friends in England^ and returned to the 
place of his exile, which he always mentioned with 
regret. 

Jn the year 1714, lAri. Vanhcmrigb died, and 
having lived at an expence much greater than her for- 
tune would bear, fhe left fome debts unpaid. 

Her two daughters, whofe fortunes fhe had alfo 
lefTened, (he appointed joint executrixes of her will, 
an office which however troublefome the fituation of 

their 
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tlieir affidts obliged them to accept y it appears tooi 
thac thef hod contrafted fome debts in their own 
rigbt, which it was not in their power ininiediatelv 
to^paf^ and therefore to avoid an arreft they follbweoi: 
the 0^au^ \mo Ireland. 

Upon his arrival to take pofTefljoh of his deanery^ . 
abd^his return after the queen'sdeath, he Was received^ > 
according to the account of lord Qrrery and 
Mf, Diam Swifij with every poffible mark ^^; *7%t. 
of contempt and indignation, efpeciaily by ^* 
chd poDulacei who not only reviled and curfed him^ 
but pelted him with ftones and dirt as he pafted along 
thenreets. The author of the obfcrvations, 7. je, 87. 
on the contrary, affirmS} that he was received 
by all ranks of nien, not only with kindnefs, but bo-^ 
nour, the tories being then in full power, as well in 
Ireland as in England^ and Swift's fervice to the church 
and credit at court being well known. This indeed 
was true, when he went to take poflcffion ^ but when . 
he returned to his deanery, the power of the tories. 
and the dean's credit at court were at an end -, cir^* 
cumftances which might well caufe the rabble at lead 
to forget his fervices to the church ; it is certain that 
great clamour was then raifed by the new rhen again(t 
toe late miniftry with whom Swifl had been cTofely 
conneded ; they were charged with a deflgti to bring 
in the pretender, and the fame defign wad confequently 
imputed to &wifiy wHom it was therefore confidered by 
ibme as^a qualification for preferment to revile ind 
oppofe: which party the mob took, whofe faUlt it 
has never been to coincide implicitly witK i coUtti 
pofterity mud judge for themfelves } but it feems 
piobabJ€ that thefe accounts hqweVer edntradiftory 
may both be true^ and that Swift at this time might 
be the Sacbeverelof Ireland, followed by the niob of 
oae fa&ion tn^h execrations, and by the other wkh 
Aioutsofapplaufe< 
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It is however agreed that the zrchbithop of Duilii 
and fome of his old friends in the chapter fet thein- 
fclves againft his meafures with all their force, and 
laboured to difappoint him in the exercife of his power 
by every art of oppofition and delay. But whatever 
prejudice they had conceived againft him was foon 
removed, by the difinterefted integrity of his con- 
cjudt, . which was fo apparent and ftriking, that they 
foon regarded him with refpeft and veneration, and 
almofl: implicitly acquiefced in whatever he propofed. 

This removal from England to Ireland was the great 
event which determined the colour of his life, bound- 
ed his views, and (hewed him at once what he might 
poflefs, and for what he might hope. 

There is a time when every man is ftruck with a 
fenfe of his mortality, and feels the force of a truth 
to which he has confented merely from cuftom with- 
out confidering its certainty, or importance. This 
time feldom happens in the chearful fimplicity of in- 
fancy, or in the firft impatience of youth, when ^ the 
world IS all before us,* when every objeft has th* 
force of novelty, and every defire bf pleafure receives 
auxiliar ftrength from curiofity •, but after the firft 
heat of the race, when we flop to recover from our 
fatigue, we naturally conGder the ground before us, 
and then perceive that at the end of the courfc are 
clouds and darknefs ; that the grave will foon inter- 
cept our purfuit of temporal felicity, and that, if we 
cannot ftretch to the goal that is beyond it, we run in 
vain, and fpend our ftrength for nought. Great dif* 
appointments which change our general plan, and 
make it neceflary to enter the world as it wfcre a fe- 
cond time, feldom fail to alarm us with the brevity 
of life, and reprefs our alacrity by precluding our 
hopes. 

• The dean whether by the vigour and aftivity of 
]}is imagination, the multitude of his ideas, or the afV 
dOurof his purfuits, efcaped the force of this thought, 

till. 
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Hi3 retreat to Ireland on the death of the queen 2 
and then indeed it came upon him with 
ruch influence thai after fifteen year's it con- jj^Z^ 
(Itntly recurred when he firft awaked in Srde.Fpjk 
^he mornings and was not difmiiTed till he vol. IX. p. 
Again began to deep. ^^5- 

, As foon as he was fettled at DubliH^ Mrs. Jcbnfon re- 
moved from the country to be near him, but the/' 
[till lived in feparate houfes ; his refidence was at the 
cleanery» and her's in lodgings^ on the other fide of 
rhc river Liffj. 

The dean kept two publick days every weeki 
uid, though the circle of his vifitors is faid at firll 
10 have been fmali, yet, it foon increafed 
ind always confided of the beft company. * * 
Fbofe who were more particularly the coriipanions of 
liis choice, were fuch as would have done honour rd 
inycharafter ; they were the Grations, fcven brothers^ 
:he fons of doctor Gratton^ a venerable and hofpital 
:lergyman, who gave them all a liberal education^ 
rhe eldcft was a juftice of peace, and lived reputably 
Ml his patrimony in the country 1 another was a phy- 
kian^ and another a merchant^ both eminent in theic' 
profelfions \ three others were clergymen who had a 
^mpetentprovifion in the church,- and theyoungefl: 
iras felFow of Dublin college^ and mafter of the great 
Tcc-fchool at EnniJkilUng : They were all perfons of 
i;reat merit, as generally acquainted and as much be- 
oved ad any in the kingdom : The Jackfans^ a fami«& 
y of which both men and women were genteel, 3-* 
peeable^ and well bred, fuch companions 
IS no wife man ever wanted, if th^^ could ^J^^^^^* 
jc had : George Rocbford^ and Peter Lui-, lowing" 
!ne^i men of fortune, learning, wit, 4iumour^ 
uid virtue. : and N^r. Matibew Lprdi deemed the befl^ 
lay fcholar of his fimc : Thefej with the fellows of 
he colla^^ Dr. IValmefieyi Dr. Htl/kam^ Dr DeUfg^ 
Or. Sfoffirdt now btlhopof C^^iff, aod Dr. Sberridan^ 
^ D a Ladjr 
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Lady Eu/lace^ Mrs. Moore^ lady Beity Rochford^ and 
Mv^. Ludlow J with Mrs. John/on^ and her friends, 
were the pcrfons with whom Swifl fpent his lei- 
fure hours, from the year 1714 to the yrar 1720, 
a period in which it has been injurioufly faid, that his 

choice of companions ftiewed him of a de- 
O^rery P* praved tafte. There was indeed among his 

companions one perfon who could derive 
no honour from his lineage, a foundling, whom Swtft 
therefore ufed to call Melcbifedcck^ becaufe Melcbife- 
deck is faid to have had neither father nor mother ; 
this gentleman's name was PForraly he was a clergy- 
man, a mailer of arts, a reader, and a vicar of his 
cathedral, and mailer of the fong. He was nearly of 
the dean's own ftanding in the college, had good 
fenfe and much humour. He was married to a woman 
of great fprightlinefs, good- nature, and generofity, 
remarkably cleanly, and elegant in her perfon, in her 
houfe, and at her table. But there is another parti* 
cular in Mr. JVorrar% charadler which greatly contri- 
buted to his intimacy with the dean. He was a good 
walker. The dean ufed this exercife in an immodenite 
degree, under thS notion of its being abfblutdy nc- 
ceflfary not to health only, but to cleanlinefs, by keep- 
ing the pores of the fkin clear, and throwing off im- 
purities by perfpiration. Mr. JVorraF^ fituation ia the 
church naturally engaged his frequent attendance 
upon the dean ; this attendance comoionly ended in 
a walk, and the walk in their dining together cither 
at Mr. fVdrraFs or ar the deanery ; the dean, being a 
fuigle roan, wa« oftener a gueft to Mr. ^(?rr^/, thanMn 
ff^orralvi^s a guefttohim -, and this brought on ana- 
geecmenr, that'the dean (hould dine with him when** 
ever he would at a certain rate, and invite as many 
friends as he pleafed upon the fame terms. This 
gentleman is lately dead, and left k large fum of mo- 
D.$, 299. ney to be difpofed of to publick charities 
7. R. gz. at the difcretion of his executors > 500 1 
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of which was appropriated to the deao's hofpttal* 
The dean, when he firft fettled at Dublin^ was, 
in debt, a fKuation which ill fuited his fpi- ^ 
fit, and determined him to a fevcre oeco- -^ ' ' ^*' 
nomy, with which this agreement with Worral well 
fuited. On his publick days however the dignity of 
his (lacion was fiwained wich the utmoft elegance and 
decorum, under the direction of Mrs« Jobnfon^ who 
yet appeared in the circle without any charader di- 
ftin£t from the reil of the company. She was how*^ 
ever frequently invited with the dean, whether to 
entertaunments or pai-ttes of pleafures, though not fo 
generally as if (he had been his wife ; Ihe vifitcd and 
received vifics as far as the pradliceis a mere ^ „ 
ritual of good breeding. Her friend(hips * ^** 

ieem to have been dill among the men, but (he was 
treated with great politenefs by the ladies. 

The dean's mind had been now fo filled with politics 
that he found it impradicable to excel as a preacher, 
his firft and moft laudable ambition ; and frequently 
declared that, though he fometimes attempted to exp- 
ert himself in the pulpit, yet he could never j^ j^ 
rife higher than preaching pamphkts. He 
was however f^ill a good dean and a good prieft ; he 
applied himfelf to the care of his deanery, his cathe- 
dral» its regulations, its income and oeconomy^ with 
great diligence j he renewed jhe primitive pradlice of 
celebrating the holy coqfim union every Sunday ^ and at 
this facrament he was not only conftantly prefenc> 
but he confecrated and adminiftered it with nis own 
hands in a manner equally graceful and devout ; he 
attended at church every morning, and generally 
preached in his turn ; he aifo conftantly attended the 
performance of the anthem on a Sunday night, though 
hie did noC4ipderftand mufic, to ice that the choir did 
sot negJcft their duty. 

^ As to 1^^ employment at home, he feems to have*^ 
Ifj^JiO he^^t04pply himfelf to ftudy of any Uindv 
r, P 3 ^^^ 
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but to have refigncd himfclf wjiolly to fuch amqA« 
inencs as offered, that he might not think of his fitDr 
ation, the fjiisfortur^e of his friends, and the difap- 
poincment of his hope ; fuch at leaft i$ the account 
that he gives to Mr* Qay^ in his letter dated January 8, 
n%i-^x I V^ three years, fays he, reconciling myfelf 
to the icene and bufine(s to which fortune hath con- 
fdemned me, and (lupidity was what I had recourfe tQ. 
It has been fuggefted tha( the acquaintance he fell 
fnto with men cf learning, made it neceflf(ry for him 
^ ^ about this time to feview his Greek and 

J' •'?** JLtf//», and obtain fpme acquaintance with 
church hirtory \ but furely he who had ftudied eight 
nours a day for feven years, pr, according to Mr. 
Deam Swift ^ ten hours a day for nine yicars, 

111 276! ^^ ^^P ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ extraded the fathers 
fnore than iixceen years before, had littje oc-. 
(cafion to review hisZ^//;y and Gr^fit, or acquaint himr 
fclf with churc{> hiftofy, left he (hould not fullain bis 
f haradter among learned men % for, except it- be pre- 
tended that others were able to acquire more know- 
ledge in lefs time an4 with lefs labour, it muft ba 
allowed that Swift \yas likely to be always the moA 
knowing of his company. Lord Orrery fays, that he 
was littlp acquainted with the mathematics, and he- 
^ ver confidered the fcience except 4s an ob- 

joj/' ^' jcft of ridicule ; but the author of the Okr 
fervations affirms on the contrary that he 
had acquired confiderable tnathematical knowledge, 
and tha( he had feen him more tha^i once 
^ * '°' ' undertake to folve an algebraic problem by 
arithmetic. 

The firft remarkable event of hi$ life that occurred 
after his fettlement at the deanery was bis marriage to 
Mrs. Jcffnfin after ^ (noft intimate friendihip of niore 
than fixteen years ; this was in the year 1716, and the 
ceremony was performed by Dr. yifbej then bilhop of 
Qegbi ', to whom, the dean had Ip^en a pi^il in Tri^ 
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¥t)tyColl^e^ Dublin. But whatever were PopeUXtC 
Oie motives of this marriage, the dean and '^» ^ 
^e.lady continued to live afterwards juft in the fame, 
manner as they had lived before. Mrs. Dingley was 
Qill theinfeparable companion of Stdla^ wherever Ihe 
went ; and ihe iiever refided at the deanery except 
Y^hen the dean w^s feized with violent fits of giddi* 
nck^ which fometimes lafted near a month. 

Till this time he had continued his vifits to Vanejfa^ 
who, though (he had fufiered very great pecuniary 
lofles, had yet preferved her reputation and hen 
friends, for fhe was vifited by many perfons of rank^ 
^barader, and fortune of both fexes i particularly 
Mrs. Conolly^ a lady of very high reputation, the late 
mod: excellent bilhop of Clayney the late .^^ , 
judge Undfay^ and the lord chief jufticc * ' ^ *' 
Marky* The dean appears ftill to have preferved thd 
^baraQ:er of her preceptor, to have directed herpro- 
grefs in literature, and explained and illuftrated the aut 
ihors Ae had read ; but foon after his marriage he vi- 
fited her on another account, he went as an advocate 
for Mr. dean Winter-^ whom he took with him, a gentle- 
man who was a profefied admirer of Vanejfa^ and had 
made her fome overtures of marriage *, but, though he 
bad an eftate of near eight hundred pounds a year, 
befides three hgndred pounds a year preferment in 
the church, yet Vanejfa rejefted the propofal jy^ f ^ 
in fuch terms as that it was never repeated. 26' * ^^ 
She was alfo addrefled by Dr. Price^ who was 
afterwards archbilhop of Cajbelljthut without fuc^ 
cefs. From this time the dean's vifits were much 
Jefe frequent. In the year 17 17, her fifter died, and^ 
the whole regains of the family fortune being then 
centered in Vaneffa^ (he retired to Selhridge^ a fmall 
houfc and eft^te, about 1 2 miles didant from Dub* 
fin^ which had been purchafed by her father. 

FrpOQ this place (be wrote frequently to the dean^ 
iiod he aafwered her letters : in thefe letteis (he ftill 

D 4 preflTed 
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pf«fled him to marry her, and in his anfwcrs he ftill 
rallied^ and (till avoided a puficive denial. At length, 
Jiowever, fhc infifted with great ardour and great 
fendernefs upon h)s pofitive and immediate accep- 
tance or fefolal of her as a wife. The dean wrote an 
^uifwer, and delivered it With his own hand. 

As this letter of Vaneffa*s^ which was written inf 
1723, is a dcmonftratioh that ibe was then utterly 
Ignorant of the dean's marriage with Siellay and as 
jSe appears to have known it almoft immediately af^* 
terwards, it is probable that the dean's anfwer com? 
inunicated the fatal fecret, which at once precluded 
all her hopes, and accounted for his former conduft ; 
it is ^obable too, that the refentment which he felt 
at having it thus extorted from him, was 
D^. 264. jhe caufc of the manner in which he deli- 
^'^'^' vered the letter, for having thrown it down 
upon her table, he hafted back to his horfe, 
find returned immediately to Dublin. 

This letter the unhappy lady did not furvive 
many weeks j however, Ihe was fufficiently compo* 
fed to cancel a will that (he had made in the dean^s 
favour, an4 to make another, in which fhe left her 
fortune, which long retirement and frugality had in 
a great meafure reftored, to her two executors. Dr. 
Birkeley^ the bifbop of Cloyne^ and Mr. Marjball^ one 
of the king's ferjearits at law, gentlemen whofe cha* 
fadbers are excellent in the highcft degree. 

Such was the fate of Vanejfa^ and furely tbofe 
^hom pity could not refirain ifom beine diligent to 
load her nienx)ry with reproach, to conftrue appear- 
ances in tlie worft fenfe, \o aggravate folly into vice, 
and diftrefs into infamy, have not much exalted their 
pwn chara^er, or ftrengthened their claim to the 
canclour of others. If Vaneffa^ by her fondnefs for 
the gaieties of life, encouraged by the example, and, 
i>erhaps, influenced by the authority of a mother, 
leflened her fortune at an age whei^ few have been 

' difcrcet^ 
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liifcreet, it cannot be denied that fht retrieved it b/ 
prudence and ceconomyt at an age when many have 
continued diflblute, and was frugal after the habic 
of expence had made frugality diUicult; if (he could 
not fubdue a paffion which has tyrannifed over the 
Arongefl; and pureft minds, Ihe does noi appear to 
have known that it was criminal, or to have defired 
that it might be unlawfully gratified. She prefled a 
perfon whom fhe believed fingle to marry her, but 
it does not therefore follow, that Ihe was his conr 
cubine, much lefs that ihe defired to be reputed 
ib, and was then follicitous to incur the infamy 
which has been fince thrown upon her. It cannoc 
furely be believed that the fhamelefs and reputed 
concubine, even of Swifts would have been vifited 
by ladies of credit and fafiiion, or follicited in mar- 
riage by two clergymen of eminence and fortune, to 
whom her ftory and charader mufl: have been well 
known: befides. Dr. Berkeley^ after having carefully 
perufed ail the letters thatpafied between them which 
yanejfa direded to be publifhed, with the poenu 
found that they contained nothing that could bring 
the lead difgrace upon the dean ; her's, indeed, were 
full of paflfionate declarations of her love *, his con* 
cained only compliments, excufes, apologies, and 
thanks for trifling prefents. There was not in either 
the leaft trace of a criminal commerce, which, if 
there had been any fuch, it would, in fo long an in^ 
tercourfe, have been extremely difficult to avoid \ and, 
if ihe defired to be reputed his concubine, 
it cannot be fuppofed that Ihe concealed S'J^* 
any letter which would have proved that f^a, laj! 
ihe was fo, efpecially as it would have gra- 
tified her refentment againft him, for refufing to 
snake her his wife. 

If it appears, therefore, that there was no. criminal 
commerce between them, and that (he did not defirc 
|he World (hould believe there had been any, it folf 
t low^ 
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lows from her direfting the publication of the poeoi,' 
ojf which, perhaps, Ihe pofieired the only copy, chat, 
in her fenfe of the verles, none of them implied a 
fa& which would diflionour her memory. And this 

appears alfo to have been the opinion of 
J'R. ith her executors, who though they fupprefled 

the letters, becaufe they contained nothing 
that could do her honour^ yet publiihed the poem, by 
which, it muft therefore be fuppofed, they did not 
think flie would be diigraced. 

It has indeed been faid, that Vaneffa^ from the 
tim$ (he was deferted ^ devoted herfelt, like Ariadnt^ 

to Baccbu^ and perhaps it is true that in 
7.x. 123. the an^uifh of difappointed defire (he had 

recourle to that dreadful opiate which never 
fails to complicate dileafe with trouble, to leave the 
fufierer more wretched when its operation is at an end, 
to divide life into frenzy and defpair, and at once to 
haften the approach, and increafe the terrors of death. 
But it cannot be thought, that when (he made her will, 
ihe was either intoxicated or delirious, becaufe the 
perfeft excrcife of reafon is cSential to the validity of 
the aft. No particular of her diftrefs, therefore, can 
weaken the arguments drawn from the direction in her 
Ivill to publiih the poem and the letters, of which the 
gratification of her vanity was fo evidently the mo« 
live, that it is difficult to conceive how it could be 
overlooked. 

From 171 6 to 1720 isa chafm in the dean's life, 
ivhich it has been found difficult to fill up. That he 
had no need to repeat his college exercifes, has been 
\^j. (hewn already ; and that, in this interval, 

•'* * '^'* he went through a voluminous courfe of 
ecclefiaftical hiftory, feems farther improbable by 
a letter to lord BoUngbrokCj dated April ^^ '7^9, in 
which it appears, that he was then reading BaroMtus^ 
and Bdronius was the only piece of church hiftory 
|hat w^ found in his library. Lord Orrery thinks^ 

witlv 
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vith great reafon, that he employed this time upon 
Cultiver's Travels. 

The author of the Obfarvations^ indeed, fuppofes 
the dean's genius to be verging towards a decline, 
in the year 1723, and that Gulliver^s Travels wtre 
written after that time 5 but in both thefc fuppofi* 
cions he is probably miftaken ; though in the former 
he feems to be favoured by a paflagc in a letter writ- 
ten by the dean himfcif to Mr. Pcpe^ dated Sept 20, 

1723- 

Ihat his genius was not declining in 1723^ ap^ 

pears by the Draper^ letters, which were not writ- 
ten till 1724; and of thefe the Obfervator himfelf 
/ays, • his genius never fhone out in greater ftrength 
^ than on that and the fubfequent occafions,* a truth 
which is univcrfally acknowledged. That GulUvcr^s 
gravels were written before that time is equally evi- 
dent, for Swifi went into the north of Ireland early 
in the fpring of 1725, and, in a letter to c^ • 
doftor Sberridan^ during his rcfidence there ^^ ^^^ 
he puts him in mind of his defcription of 
the TabcoSi fo that Sberridan muft have feen the Tra- 
vels in manufcript, at leaft, in the year 1724. The 
(Sean alfo, in a letter to Mr. Pope^ dated Sept. 29', 
1725, ftys, O! if the world had but a dozen Ar- 
hutbnots in it, I would burn my Travels. It may 
reafonably be concluded, therefore, that his Travei 
were then all written, and that at this time he wa$ 
l^vicwing and retouching them for the prefs, efpecially 
as they were publifhed in 1726; and as he was other- 
wife employed in 1724, they muft have been written^ 
gt leaft, before 1723. 

Upon the whole, perhaps, it is not an extrava* ^| 
gant conjedture, that having, according to his owa^r 
account, wholly neglected his ftudies for the fiHiT 
three years of his refidence at the deanery, anil 
indulged the refentment which his difappointmentl 
fiad produced till it could be contained no iopger, 

he 
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he conceived the firft notion of exprefling it in fuch 
a manner as might correct the enormities which he 
expoied i and with this view immediately began his 
Travels^ of which the firft copy was, probably, fi- 
nifhed before the year 1720, 

About this time the dean, who had already ac* 
quired the charafter of a humourift and a wit, was 
firft regarded with general kindncfs, as a patriot of 
Ireland. He wrote a propofai for the univerfal ufe 
of Jri/b manufa^res ; a tradt, which as it was ap* 
parently calculated for the fervice of Ireland^ arid zea- 
louQy condemned a facrifice of intereft to England^ 
made him very popular 5 but this fervice would not, 
perhaps, have been fo long and fo zealoufly remem- 
bered, if a profccution had not been commenced a- 
gainft the printer*. As foon as this meafurc was 
taken, the importance of the work was cftimated by 
the diligence of the government to fupprcfs it, and 
the zeal and integrity of the writer were meafured by 
the danger he had incurred. No publick notice, 
however, was taken of the dean on this occaGon; 
and IVaters^ the printer, after having been long har- 
fafied and imprifoned, at length obtained a ;f^//^r^y2jir/. 

The dean did not again appear in his political cha« 
rafter till the year 1 724. A patent having been ini- 
quitoufly procured bv one fVood to coin 1 80,000 1. 
in copper, for the u(e of Ireland^ by which he would 
have acquired exorbitant gain, and proportionably 
impoveriflied the nation, the dean, in the charafter 
of a Draper^ wrote a feries of letters to the people^ 
^rgJpg them not ro receive this copper money. 
Theic letters united the whole nation in bis praifc, 
filled every ftreet with his effigies, and every voice with 
acclamations ; and Wood^ though he was long fup^ 
ported by thofe who proftituted the hi^heft delegated 
authority t6 the vileft purpofes, was at length compel 

^ ^ iSer Vol %. |>. t « See the leKe^B and noteii Vd. X. - 

led 
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led to withdraw his patent, and his money was to- 
tally fupprefied. 

Upon the arrival of lord Carteret^ foon after ihe 
publication of the fourth letter, feveral paflages were 
feleded as fufficient ground for a profecution, and 
bis excellency and council publifhed a proclamation, 
ofiering 300 1. reward for a diicovery of the autbon 
This proclamation gave the dean a remarkable op- 
portunicy to illuftrace his charader. It happened 
that his butler, whom he had employed as his ama- 
nuenfis, and who alone was trufted with the. fecret, 
went out in the afternoon of the day of the procla- 
mation, without leave, and (laid abroad the whole 
night and part of the next day. There was great rear 
fon to fufped that he had made an information, . and 
having received his reward, would never return. 
The man, however, came home in the evening, and 
the dean was advifed by his friends to take no notice 
of his fault, left he fhould be provoked to a breach of 
truft, from the dread of which his return had juft 
delivered them. But the dean rejedted this coun- 
fel with the utmofl: difdain, and,- commanding the 
man into his prefence, ordered him immediately to 
ftrip off his livery and leave the houfe. You villain, 
faid he, I know I am in your power, and for that 
very reafon I will the lefs bear with your infolence 
or negleft. 

The man, in very fubmiflive terms, confcflcd that 
.he had been drinking all night, and intreated to be 
forgiven, but Swift was inexorable j he then beggc^ 
chat he might be confined Iti fome part of the houfe 
fo long as the proclamation could inritle hiin to any 
reward, left when he was driven from his fcrvlce, 
and deftitute of another, the temptation might be too 
Urong iot bis virtDe, and his diftrefs might involve , 
him in a crime which he moft abhorred, Smfi^ howr 
ever, w&s ftill inexorable, and the man was difmiu* 
fed. During all the time of digger, S^ift obftinate- 
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ly refufed to contribute one farthing towards his fup^ 
port, nor could he be perfuaded to fee his face ; but 
Svhen the time limited in* the proclaniation was ex- 
{>ired, he was permitted to return to his fervice. Soon 
afterwards he was called haftily up by the dean, 
who, without any preface, again ordered him to 
drip off his livery, put on his own cioaths, and 
then come to him again. The poor fellow, though 
he was greatly aftoni(hed at this proceeding, knew 
Swift too well to expoftulate, and therefore, with 
whatever reludtance^ did as had been commanded. 
When he returned, the dean ordered the other fer- 
vants to be called up, who immediately attendedt 
expeding that the butler was to be difmifled in ter* 
rorem^ and that they fhould be warned in very fe* 
vere terms of his ofience. Swifts as foon as they had 
ranged themfelves before him, ordered them to take 
notice, tjiat Roberi was no longer his fervant ; he is 
now, faid the dean, Mr. Blakely^ the verger of St. 
Patrtck*% cathedral, a place which I give him as a 
reward for his fidelity. The value of this place is be- 
D S iQo ^^^^^ thirty and forty pounds a year j how- 

' ever, Robert would not quit his mafter^ but 

continued to be his butler fome years afterwards. In 
this inftance the dean exercifcd his pride, his fortitude, 
and his equity, in a manner peculiar to himfelf ; and 
though there are many who would equally have re- 
warded fuch fidelity, there are few who would have 
ventured to wait the iffue of fo fevere and dangerous 
a probation. 

From this time the dean's influence in Ireland was 
almoft without bounds, he was confulted in whatevei' 
related to domeftic policy, and in particular to trade. 
Thcf weavers always confidered him as their patron 
'and legidator, after his propofal for the ufe of Irifi 
manuradures, and came frequently in a body ta re- 
Tceive his advice in fettling the rates of theh* ftuflft, 
ftnd the wages of their journeymen } and wbtn elec- 
v tjona 
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dons were depending fdr the city of DnhUn^ tfian)^ 
eorporacions refufed co declare themfelvesi cUl they; 
knew his fentimencs and inditiations. 0?er the po- 
jifulace he was the moft abfolute monarch that ever 
governed nien, and he was regarded by perfons of 
every rank with veneration and eAeezn. 

It appears by many of his writings, that he lived 
in great friendfliip and familiarity with lord Carteret 
during his lieutenancy, notwithftanding his lordftip 
had figned the proclamation to difcover him« as tho 
writer of the Draper's Letters. Swi/t^ indeed, remon« 
ilrated againft this proceeding, and once afked hi9 
lordfhip how he could concur in the profecution of a 
poor honcft fellow, who had been guilty of no other 
crime than that of writing three or four letters for tho 
inftru&ion of his neighbours, and the good of hia 
country -, to this queftion his excellency clegantljr 
replied, in the words of yfrgil^ 

Regni novitas me talia eogit * 

Moliri. — 
He was equally diligent to recommend his friends to 
lord Carteret as he had been to recommend j^ ^ 
them to lord Oxford^ and he did it with the ' ^^°* 
fame dignity and freedom. Pray, my lord, faid hfft 
one day, have you the honour to be acquainted with 
the Grattons ? My lord anfwcred he had not : Why 
then, pray, my lord, faid Swifts take care ' ^ j^ q- 
to obtain it ; it is of great confequencc : the ^^* 

Grattons^ my lord, can raife ten thoufand men. He 
obtained a living for his friend Dr. Sberri* 
dan^ and he recommended feveral others of ^^^[g^, 
whom he knew nothing but that th^ were 
good men. 

He ufcd alfo to remonitrate with great freedon> a- 
jgainft fuch meafures as he difapproved, gnd lord Car^ 
teret having gained the advanta^ of him in fbttie dtf^ 
j[>ute concerhihg the dtftrefies of /rf/iMf> he dried out 
io-a violent paifion, What the vengeiutee -breiiglic fwi 
•• - ^ among 
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among us ? Get you gone, get you gone } pray God 
Almighty fend us our boobies back again i 
J. R. 25. ^ j.gpjy y^hjch (hewed at once the turn, the 
ftrengthy and the virtue of his mind, as it was a fine 
compliment to the force of reafon, by which he b^d 
been juft foiled, and was exprefled with all the vehe- 
mence of his temper, and all the peculiarity of his wic^ 

He was feveral times in England on a vidt to Mr. 
Pope^ after his fettlement at the deanery, particularly 
in the years 1726 and 1717. 

Thefe is a paflage in one of his letters to Dr. Sberri* 
ian^ during his vifit in 1726, by which it appears, 
that he then had fuch an offer of a fettlement, in 
the midft of his friends, within twelve miles of Lon*^ 
don^ as, if he had been ten years younger, he would 
gladly have accepted : But I am now, fays he, too 
old for new fchemes, and efpecially fuch as would bri- . 
die me in my freedoms and liberalities. He 
^ 2q5 had alfo an invitation from lord BoUngiroh 
407.^° ' to fpend a winter with him at his houfc on 
the banks of the Loire in France *, and this 
he would have accepted, but that he received an ac- 
count from Ireland^ that Mrs, Jobnfon was dangerouf- 
ly ill. 

Mrs. JohnfonS conftitution was tender and deli* 
cate, and, as the dean himfelf fays, fhe had not the 

See Lett. M^^^ ^^'^^ ^ i'^ ^^^ Y^ar I7a4^ Aw began 
xxi. vol. vifibly to decay, and, in the year 1 726, was 
jui. p. thought to be dying. The dean received 
*°^' the news with agonies not to be felt but 

by the tendered and moft ardent friendfhip^ nor con^ 
ceived but by the mod lively imagination, and im* 
mediately hafted back into IreUmd. 

It happened, however^ that Mrs. Jobnfon^ contra*^ 
ry to the opinion of her phyHcian, recovered a mo- 
derate (hare of health, and the dean, probably^ td 
jcompleat fonie defign which in his hafte he bad left 
uiifiniihed, returned again to EngUmdin I'Jif* 

f^rom 



LIFE OF Dr. SWIFT, 47 

. From England he was once more about g^ ^^ 
to fct out for France upon Jord Bolingbroke^^ ^:^ ^^{^ 
invitation, when news arriTcd of the king's 
.death. 

He had attended the late quyn while fhe wasprin- 
cefs in his former excurfions to England^ and he had 
feen her twice in one week by her royal highnefs's. 
command in this : fhe had always treated the dean 
with great civility, and the dean had treated her with 
his ufual and peculiar franknefs. The third day af- 
ter the news of the late king's deatht he attended ac 
court, and kiflcd the king and the queen's hand upon 
their acceffion, and was blamed by nis fri^nd^ for de« 
ferring it ib long. 

What profped; he h%d pf a ph^nge in publick af« 
fairs on this event, or of any advantage which fuch a 
change might produce to himfelf or his friends, does 
not. appear, but he was earneftly intreated to delay his 
journey ; and, when he had again determined to ie( 
out, he was upon fome new incidents again prevaile4 
upon not f o go, by the vehement perfuafion of fome 
perfons, whom^ he .fays, he could not difobey. Ma- 
ny fchemes were propofed, in which he was eagerly 
foUicited to engage, but he received them coldly; 
npt as it appears becaufe he was determined no .more 
to enter into publick life, but becaufe the fchemes 
tbemfelves were fuch as he did not approve : how- 
ever, in the fame letter^ in which he fays, that, if tho 
]k.ixig had lived ten days longer, he fhould not hav9 
dated it from Lcndon^ but PariSj he fays, that his 
fhare in the hurry of the time wopld ngt b^ long, 
and that he (hould foon return. 

He was foon after feized with one of his f;ts of 
giddinefs and deafnefs, a calamity which was great- 
ly aggravated by the news that Mrs. Jobnfon was a- 
gain fo ill, that the pbyficians defpaired of her liie« 
Upon this occafion he relapfed into the agonies of 
tTiind whiph be had felt the year before ^ he expeded 

Vql. i; f. by 
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by the tipxt ppft to hear that (he was dead, and m- 
treated that he might be told no particulars, but the 
event in general, for that, his age being then within 
three months of fixty, his w^aknefs and his friend- 
ihip would bear no more* As he defpaired of fee- 
ing her a jive, he determined not to return to Irelani 
fo foon as he had intended, but to pais the winter ei- 
ther near ^alifbury-Plain^ or in Fratke. That he might 
npt ht, in^eiiruptcd by company, and eondemned to 
the torment of fgpprcffing his forroWf to prcferve 
the rules of good br^ding, be quitted the houfe of 
Mr^ Pope at Twifkenbam^ and retired to a villace 
near London^ with a female reladon for his nurte. 
The next letter that he received he kept an hour in 
his pocket lefore he could fufficiently fortify him- 
felf againft the ihock which he expedted when he 
fhpvld open it : however, as Sultans life ebbed by 
flow degrees, and fometimes feemed at a ftand, if not 
t9 fjpw, his hope of 3. parting interview revived, and 
he fee put for Ireland as foon as he was able to travel. 
H? found her alive, but^ after having languifhed 
abput two months longer, (he expired on the 28th of 

yant/ary^ lyiJr ^^ ^^^ 44^^ X^^ ^^ ^^^ ^S^> regret- 
ed by the dean with fuch exccfs of alfeftion ana rf- 
tecm v^% the keencft fenfibility only could feel^ and 
the mpft excellent charafter excite. 

Beauty^ which alope has been the object of uni- 
verfat admiration and dcfire, which alone has elevated 
the poflfcflbr from the loweft to the higheft ftation,; 
has given dominion to folly, and armed caprice with 
the power of life and death, was in Sut}a only the 
ornament of intellcdlual greatnefs ; and wit, which 
has rendered deformity lovely, and conferred honour 
upon vice, was in her only the decoration of fuchk 
virtue, as without either wit or beauty wopld havo 
compelled affection, efteem, and reverence. 

Mcr ftature was tall, her hair and eyes bl^k, her 
complexion f»r and delicate, her featusts reguls^r^ 

• fafc. 
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ibfC) and animated, her (hape eafy and elegant, and 
har manner feminine, polite, and graceful ; there 
was a natural muQck in her voice, and a pleafin^ 
complacency in her afpedl when fhe fpoke. 

As to her wit, it wa» confefled by all her acquain- 
tance, and particularly by the dean, that ihe never 
failed to fay the beft thing that was faid whenever fhe 
was in company, though her companions were ufu- 
ally perfons of the beft underftanding in the kingdom. 

But this dangercKas power was under the diredtion 
of fuch fwectneft of temper, fuch general kindnefs, 
and reluftancc to give pain, that (he never indulged 
it at the cxpcnce or another. 

Neither was her wit merely of the colloquial kind; 
Ibe had great force of poetical fancy, could range 
her thoughts in a regular compbficion, and exprefs 
them in corrcft and harmonious vcrfe ; of her wit in 
converfation fome inftartces will be found in vol xir^ 
under the name of Bons Mots^ and two fpecimens of 
her poetry are added as an appendist to this trad:. 
Her virtue was founded upon humanity, and her 
religion upon reafon ; her morals were uniform, but 
not rigid, and her devotion was habitual, but no( 
oftentatious. 

Why the dean did not fooner marry this moft ex- 
cellent perfon -, why he married her at all •, why his 
marriage was fo cautioufly concealed, and why he 
was never known to meet her but in the prefence of 
a third perfon, are enquiries which no man can an- 
(wcr, or has attempted to anfwer without abfurdi- 
ty, and arc therefore unprofitable objefts of fpocu- 
lation. 

His peculiar connexion with N'Trs. Jobnfon does, 
indeed, appear to have been fufpeflied, if not known 
by his particular acquaintance : One of whom ha^ 
the coun^, indireftly, to Wame Ms conduft f<|- 
vwal times; by fctting before him the* example of % 
clergyman <ifdiftinguifb9d^rticrit, who married near- 

J& a If 
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ly in the fame circucnftances ; but, inftead of co»- 
7.R.6t. ccaling his marriage, retired into thrifty 

' ' ^* lodgings till he had made a pFOvifion for 
his wife, ^nd then returned to the world, and became 
eminent for his hofpitality and charity. 

The dean, whether nK)ved by thefc reprefenuti- 
onsi or whether by any other motive, did at length 
carneftly defire that (he might be publickly owned 
, as his wife j but as her health was then de- 
^' '^ ' dining, and his ceconomy became m«>re 
fevere, fhe faid it was loo laie^ and infixed that they 
ihould continue to live as they bad lived before \ 

7 R -88 ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^"* ^"^ ^^ ^^^^^ confented, 
^' * ^ ' and fu/Fered her to difpofe intirely of her 

own fortune by her own name to a publick charity 

when (he died. 

It appears by feveral little incidents, that SieUa 

KCgrettcd and difapproved the dean's conduA, and 

that fhe fomctimcs reproached him with unkindnefs \ 

for to fucK regret and reproach he certainly alludes 

in the following verfcs on her birth-day, in 1226 : 

O, then, whatever Heav'n intends. 
Take pity on your pitying friends : 
>Jor let your ills affeS ycur tnind^ 
To fancy they can be unkind \ 
Me^ furefyy me you ought to /par e^ 
Who gladly woul J your fuffcrings Ihare. 

It feems, indeed, to be generally agreed, that 
Stella was deftroyed by the peculiarity of ber circum- 
ftances, and that the fabrick, however weak by the 
delicacy of its compofition, would not have fallen fp 
foon, if the foundation had not been injured by the 
flow minings of regret and vexation. 

But it is alfo generally allowed that, in this in- 
0ance, as in every other, the dean's intenuop was pp* 
right, though .his jvidgmept might be errroneoii&i 

. . and, 
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and, iAiitxivit cebfure his behaviour to Stella may 
draw upon him, it mufl: infure him fonie praife, and 
iccure him againft fome calumny, for it i^ a deinon- 
ftration that he was the abfolute nlafter of thofe paf* 
lions, by which the greateft have been inflaved, and 
the beft fometimes corrupted ; arid, if he could ab- 
ft^n from gratifying thefe pafljons with a lady 
whom he mod admired, after the gratification was 
become lawful, he cannot with any appearance of 
reafon be fuppofed to have indulged the fame paf- 
fion where there was Jefs beauty to attraft, and lefs 
afieAion to urge, where it would have been attended 
with guilt and infamy, where the motives were lefs 
and the obftacles more. 

From the death of Stella^ his life became much more 
retired, and the aufterity of his temper naturally in- 
creafed ; he could hot join in the fecial chearfulnefs 
of his publick days, or bear fuch an intrufion upon 
his own melancholy as the chearfulnefs of others 'y 
thefc entertainments therefore were difcontinued, and 
he fometimes avoided the company of his moft in- 
timate friends. But, when the lenient hand of time 
had allayed the anguiih of his mind, he feems to have 
regretted the effcfts of its firft violence, and to wifli 
for the return of thofe whom his impatience 
had baniflied. In the year 1732, he com- ' '^^7" 
plains in a letter to Mr. Gay^ that he had a large houfe" 
and (hould hardly find one vifitor, if he was nor 
able to hire them with a bottle of wine. I generally, 
fays he, dine alone, and am thankful if a friend will 
pafs tlie evening with me. He complains alfo about 
the fame time in a letter to Mr. Pt^e. that he was' 
in danger of dying poor zndfrierdJefSj even his fe- 
male friends having forfaken him ^ which, as he fays, 
was what vexed him moft. Thefe complaints were 
afierwardi rented in a ftrain of yet greater fenfibi- 
lity And felf^pity. JU my friends^ fays he^ have for- 
faken me. 

E 3 Fer^ 
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Vertiginofus^ ineps^ furdusj maJi pruius amuis. 
Deaf, giddy, helplcfs, Uft aloMij 
To all my friends a burden grown. 

Yet he confefles that, though he was \t& patient in 
^ folitude, he was harder to be pleafed with 

' ' ^^' company, fo that even now perhaps his be^ 
haviour did not much invite thofe whom before it 
had driven away. 

His complaint of being forfaken by his femals 
friends fnews that at this time his houie was not x 
conftanc feraglio of very virtuous women, who attend- 
ed him from morning tiJl night as my lord Orrery 
has afierted ; and it feems to imply that the Obferva- 
tor is alfo miftaken, when he fays, that females were 
rarely admitted into his houfe^ and never came but up^ 
on very particular invitations. The abfence of peribns 
vhom he kept atfuchdiftance, and fo rarely admitted^ 
could fcarce be fuppofed co vex bim mofi ; nor is ic eafy 
^ ^ to conceive in what fenfe they could be faid 

1^9. '* * to fbrfake him, who never came but upon 
particular invitation. However, as to the 
feraglioi the Obfervator affirms in the moft folemn 
manner, and from frequent intercourfe with the dean 
and long intimacy with his moft intimate friends* 
that lord Orrery was grofly mifinformed, and that 
ho fuch ever fubfifted j Mrs. H^bitewayj a near relati- 
on, who came to live with him fome time after Stella'^ 
death, being th^ only female in his family except fcr* . 
vants. 

As he lived much in folitude, he frequently amufcd 
himfelf with writing, as appears by the dates of many 
of his pieces which are fubfequent to this time ; ana 
it is very remarkable that although bis mind was 
certainly greatly depreiieil, and his principal enjoy- 
ment at an end, when Mrs. Jobnfon died, yel there is 
an air of trifling and levity in fome of the pieces 
which he wrote afterwards» that is not to be feundi 

in 
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in any other ; fuch in particular are his diredlions tp 
fervants, and fcveraJ of his letters to t)r. Shetidan. 

As he was undoubtedly much more tenderljr and 
ftri£Uy connected with Stella than witK any other wo- 
man, fo his friendihip feems to have been See his 
more intinute and unreferved with JDr. Sbe- letters on 
ridan than with anv other man ; his letters ^^\ 
to him ace evidently the fpontaneous effufi- and"^bm 
ons of his heart, whether he was chearful ^r Arthur^ 
or fad, and fecm to imply a pcrfedl acquaint- Jcbejons. 
ance with every peculiarity of bis Cif(!umftahce9. 

Dr. Sheridan was a clergyman of conHderable parts 
and great learning ; he had in particular an extenfive 
and critical knowledge of the language and hiftory of 
the ancient Greeks and kotnans^ which he taught with 
great fucceis in a grammar fchool of which he was mar * 
fter \ and it was remarked that his fcholars brought to 
the univerfity, not only much learning but good mo^ 
rals. This gentleman was by nature fuited to Swift as a 
companion in the higheft degree ; he had a Vein of 
humour that Was a conilant pccafion of merriment, he 
had an abfence of mind, which rendered him a per- 
|)etual objed of raillery, and an indolent good nature 
which made him unapt to take ofirence ; he. was al- 
ways difpofed to be chearful, and therefore readily 
concurred in the entertainment of Swi/t^s hours of 
BleaCmtry ; and could without much pain or dilplea- 
lure give way to his petulance, or his coldnefe, in his 
paroxyfms of fretfulnefs and rcferve ; he alfo greatly 
contributed to Swift^% amufement by little fpnghtly 
{)ieces of the inferior kind of poetry, which he was 
always writing ; and yet more to his employment by 
hints and materials which he was every moment 
throwing put. 
.With this eafy, negligent, contented creature 5''^^/// 

J^aflcd much of his time as well during \Us.yohrtfon*s • 
ife as afterwards -, and though there is in general an 

E 4 air 
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ilir of fupcriority in his letters, and might* l)c fomd- 
times, in his behaviour, a want of that complacency 
Which no familiarity Ihould exclude; yet it appears 
that the dean did not hold Sheridan cheap. SberiM 
heloved for his own mer^t, and was content to have 
^ defcrved his love by the intereff of another ; 

y^; ^^- «• SteUa^ fays he, loved you well, and a great 
(hare of the little merit I have with you is 
owing to her follicitations. ** 

In the year 1733, when an atteitipt was made CO 
repeal the teft aft in Irelhnd, the diflenters often af* 
fefted to call themfelves brother proteftants 
See Voli i^nd fellow Cbrijiians with the members of 
jf. J* '' the eftabliftied church. Upon this occafion 
the dean wrote a ftiort copy of verfes, ill 
which there is a paflage that fo provoked one Bet^ 
tejwortbj a lawyer, and a member of the Irijb parlia'- 
inent, that he fwonc in the hearing of many perfons to 
revenge himfelf either by murdering or maiming the 
authoi* : and, fbr this purpofe, he engaged his foot'- 
man with two ruffians to fccure the dean wherever he 
could be found. As foon as this oath and attempt 
of Benefwortbwdrcknovfny thirty of the nobility and 
gentry of the liberty of St. Patrick*^ waited upoh 
the dean in form, and prefented a paper fubfcribed 
with their names, in which they folemnly engaged, ill 
behalf of themfelves and the reft of the liberty, to de- 
fend his perfon and fortune, as the friend and bene- 
fador of his country. 

Such was the reverence and aflfeftiofi with which 
StJ^ifi was treated in his old age, not by donrteftics or 
dependants whom the hope of fome future advantage 
might induce to diffcmblev but by perfons of raiik 
and fortune, with whom he had no connexion, halt 
as a benefa^or to the publick, and who, as they had 
jiothing future to hope, could be prompted only bjr 
gratitude for the paft, fuch gratkude as was never yet 

excited 
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Occited but by characters very different from actual 
TDiTanthropy or fordid felfifhnefs. 
. When this paper was delivered, Swifi was in bed 
giddy and deaf, having been fome time before feized 
with one of his fits ; but he didatedan anfwer in which 
there is all the dignity of habitual pre-eminence, and 
all the refignation of humble piety ; though he ac- 
knowledged the kindnefs of his friends, yet he de* 
clared his truft to be in God : he bewailed his incapa*^ 
city to receive and thank them as in juftice and gra* 
•titude h^ ought -, and concluded with a fhort but pa^ 
thetic prayer for their temporal and eternal happi* 
nefs. 

Thefe fits of giddinefs and deafne&^ which were 
the efiefts of his furfeit before he was twenty years old> 
i>ecame more frequent and more violent in proporti- 
on as he grew into years. And in 1736, while he wa$ 
writing a fatire 00 the Irijb parliament, which he 
called the L^ion Club^ he was feized with one of 
thefe fits, the efiedb of which was fo dreadful that 
he left the poem unfinifhed, and never afterwards 
attempted acompofition either in verfe or profe that 
required a courfe of thinking, or perhaps more than 
one fitting to finifh. 

From this time his memory was perceived gradu* 
ally to decline, and his paflions to pervert his under- 
ftandings acalamity to which many particulars feem 
to have concurred. 

His folitude which has been already accounted for, 
prevented the diverfion of his mind by converfation 
I^Fom brooding over his difappointments, and aggra- 
vating every injury that he had fufiered by all the 
circumftances which ingenious refentment, if it doei 
not find, is apt to create : a refolution which he had 
taken^ and to which he obftinately adhered, not to 
wear fpedacles, precluded the entertainment which he 
might otherwife have found in books, and his gid» 
'dinefs, though it was a mere corporal diforder, pre** 

vented 
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vented the t^ndployment of his mind in cain{)&(Uiqtii 
In this fiituation his thoughts fetm to have b^.^r 
^ed to the contempUtion of his pwn adifen which 
he felt to be great, and which in this world he kiq«f 
to be hopelefs i the fenfe of his prefeot condition wai 
neceflarify complicated with regret of thefofti ftii 
with refentment both aeainft thofe by whom hft h|d 
been baniflied, and thole who had defdrted him io his 
(bxiie. A fixed attention to one objed long Cdntinutd 
h known to deftrby the baliance of the mind, and k 
it is not thercfoit ftrange that £ti//// fhould by degitei 
become the victim of outragjoous madae£L 

That he was weary of life, appears by many. pa£* 
fagesin his letters and exprelfions to his friedda. In 
1739» three years after his memory firft declined, he 
had been Handing with a clergyman under a rery largb 
heavy pier gUfs» which) juft as they mored to another 
part of the room, fell down and broke to pieces } the 
clergyman, ftruck with a fenfe of the danget from 
which they had efcaped, turned to Swift and dried 
out. What a mercy it is that we moved the moment 
we did i foF, if we had not, we (hould certainly have 
been killed. The dean replied, that, as to himfelf, be 
was ferry he had changed ground, and wiflied the 
glafs had fallen upon him. 

Till about the time of this accident, though hk 
memory was become very defedtive, and hp pafllons 
more violent, yet his converfation was dill fprtghdy 
and fenfible, but mingled with more fatire, and that 
fatirewas more bitter; he alfo continued tocorr^ 
fpond by letter with his friends in England^ particu- 
larly Mr. Pope^ with whom he had contracted 4n 
early friendfihip which continued till his death. It has 
been faid that towards the end of their lives it fgttm 
cold, but the dean in a letter to lord Orreiy^ which he 
wrote a ihqrt time before his incapacity, fay^, *^ When 
you lee my dear friend Pepe^ tell him I will aiifwer 
his letter foon : Ilffve bim above all ibe reft cfmanbind.^* 

He 
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He \i9» alfo called Mr. Pope his deareft friend in 
his will, and Mr. P0pi in a letter wHich wj^ written 
about the iame time makes this requeft; ** /^fTurc him 
[the dean} the world has nothing in it [ '^min (o 
fnuch I nothing the lois of which I ihould regrel fo 
much as his osmus and his viaTuss." 

In the beginning of the year 1 74 1 , his underftand- 
iag wasfo much impaired^ and his paitions fb much 
increafed^ that he was utterly incapable of con v^r&ti • 
on. Stran^rs were not permitted to ap- 
proach him, and his friends found it ne- ^^^* '* 
cefiaiy to have guardians appointed of* his 
peribn and eftate. Early in the year 1742, his rea- 
fon was wholly Aibverted, and his rage be- 
came abfolute madnefs. The laft pcrfon ?7^^^^ 
whom he knew was Mrs. H^hiJeway^ and 
the fight of her when he knew her no more threw him 
into tits of rage fo violent and dreadful that (he was 
forced to le^ve him» and the only ad of kindnefs that 
remained in her power was to call once or twice a 
week at the deanery, inauire after his health, and fee 
that proper care was taken of him \ ibmetimes ihc 
would ileal a look at him when his back was towards 
her,, but did not dare to venture into his light. He 
would neither eat nor drink while the fervant who 
brought him his provifions flayed in the room ; his 
meat, which was ferved up ready cut, he would fome-» 
times fufier to ftand an hour on the table before ho 
would touch it, and at laft he would eat it walking, 
for, during this deplorable date of his mind, it was his 
conftant cuftom to walk ten hours a day. 

In OSdier 1 747, after this phrenfy had continued 
ieveral months, his left eye fwelled to the fize of anf 
egg, and the lid appeared to be ib much inflamed and 
diicoloured, that the furgeon expected it to mortify ; 
feveral large bofis alfo broke out on his antis and his 
body. The extreme pain of thistun[H)ur kept him 
waking near a month, and during one week it was 

with 
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iw^th difficulty that five pcrfons kept him, by inert 
force> from tearing out his own eyes. 

It has been dbfcrved that corporal pain, whether 
by forcing the mind from that objcdt which has en- 
grofied it, or by whatever means, has reftored luna'- 
ticks to the ufe of reafon ; and this efiedt, in a great 
degree, it produced upon the dean, for juft before 
the tumour perfedUy fubfided, and the pain left him, 
he knew Mrs. fVbitemt^j took her by the hand, and 
Iboke to her with his former kindnefs ; that day, and 
tne following, he knew his phyfician and furgeon, 
and all his family, and appeared to have io &r it- 
covered his underftanding and temper, that the fur- 
geon was not without hopes he might once more en- 
joy fociety, and be amufed by the company of his old 
friends. This hope, however, was but of Ihort du- 
ration, for a few days afterwards he funk into a ftate 
of total infenfibility, flept much, and could not, 
without great difficulty, be prevailed upon to walk 
crofsthe room. This was the efFeft of another bodily 
difeafe, his brain being loaded with water. Mr. Sit* 
vensj an ingenious clergyman of Dublin^ pronounc- 
^. ^ this to be the cafe during his illnefs, 

94,9sl96, ^nd» "P^ opening his body, it appeared 
bj, 98. that he was not miftaken •, but, though he 
7.^. 149. often entreated the dean's friends and pKy- 
ficians that his head might be trepanned and the wa- 
ter difcharged, no regard was paid to his opinion or 
his entreaty. 

After the dean had continued •filent a whole year, 
in this ftate of helplefs idiocy, his houfe-keeper went 
into his room on the 30th of Nwtmber^ in the morn- 
ing, and told htm that it was his birth-day, and that 
bonfires and illuminations were preparing to cele- 
brate it as ufual ; to this he immediately repliedy 
It is all fdfy, thev had better let it alone. 

Some otner inftances of Ihort intervals of fenfibi-* 
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Jity and reafon, after ^his. madnefs had ended in ftur 
por, feem to prove chat his diforder^ whatever it 
was, had not deftroyed, but only fufpendcd the pow- 
ers of his mmd. 

He was fometimes vifited by Mr. Dome Swift ^ a 
relation ; and about Cbriftmas^ I743> he feemed de-^ 
firous to fpeakto him. Mr. Swft then told him be 
came to dine with him, and Mrs. Ridgewqy^ the 
houfe-keeper, immediately {aid, fFofCi you give, Mr. 
Swifi aglafsofwine^Jirf To this he made no an- 
fwer, but (hewed that he underftood the queftion, by 
fhrugging up his fhoulders, as he had been ufed to 
do when he had a mind a friend fhould fp^nd the 
evening with him, and which was as much as to fay, 
Tou will ruin me in wine. Soon after he again endea^ 
voured, with a good deal of pain, to find words^ 
but at laft after many efforts, not being able, he 
fetched a deep figh, and was afterwards filent. A 
few months afterwards, upon- his houfe-keeper's re- 
moving a knife, as he was going to catch at it, he 
fhrugged up his fhoulders, and faid, *' I am what I 
am, 1 am what I am,'' and, in about fix minutes, re- 
peated the fame words two or three times. 

In the year 1744, he now apd then called his fer** 
vant by his name, and once attempting to fpeak to 
him, but not being able, to exprefs his meaning, he 
ihewed figns of much uneafinefs, and at laft faid, ' I 
* am a fool.' Once, afterwards, as his fcrvant was 
taking away his watch, he faid. Bring it here \ and, 
when the fame fervant was breaking a large hard 
coal, he faid, * That is a ftone, you blockhead.* . 

From this time he was perfedly filent, till the lat- 
ter end of OSober^ 1 745, and then died without the 
leaft pang or convulfion, in the 78ch year of his age. 

3y his will, which is dated in May^ 1 740, juft ht^ 
fore he ceafed to be a reafonable being, he left about 
jzooL ia.ffccifick legacies, and the reft of his for- 
tune. 
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tune, whkh amounted to about iioooL tocnBt 
and endow an hofpital for idiots and lunaticks. 

He was buried in the great iflc of St. Pdiruk'g ca- 
thedral, under a ftone of black marblc» 
r|^^ !y1 infcribed with an epiuph in LMfk$j written 
"^"^ ^^7- by himfclf. 

From this narrative of his Iife» and from his 
works, to which it is prefixed, the ftriking peculiar 
rities of his character may ea(ily be colle^toa ; but 
there are fome incidents which relate to hi$^ coii?tr« 
lat!on, and fome which refped his perfon and pri* 
vace ceconomy, which fhould by no meana be o* 
mitted. 

In company, he neither wrapped himfelf up itt hit 
own importance, without deigning to comtnuaicatt 
his knowledge, or exert his wit -, nor did he engrofi 
theconverfation by perpetual and overbear* 
J\k 203 . *"* loquacity. His rule was never to fpeak 
*^* * more than a minute at a time, and then to 

wait, at lead, as long for others to take up the con- 
veriation, after which he had a ripht to fpeak again. 
His colloquial ftile, like that ot his writings, was 
clear, forcible, and concife. He greatly excelled in 
punning ; a talent, which, he faid, no man aSeded 
to defpife^ but thofe that were without it ; and his 
converfarion would have fumilhed a more excellent 
compendium of this fpecies of wit, than was ever yet 
compiled, or, perhaps, ever will ; fome of thefe fal- 
lies of his imagination are ftill remembered, and, a^ 
mong others, the following, which may lerve for 
examples. 

He happened to be at the cattle, in the lieutenan* 
cy of the earl of Pemhroke^ when a learned phyficiaii 
was haranguing his excellency upon the nature and 
qualities of bees, which he was perpetually calling 
a nation and commonwealth : Yes, my lord, fays 
Swift^ they area nation, and of great antiquity ; you 

know, 
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know* my lord, il4ei/^i takes notice of them ; henum^ 
bers the ^i»i/<x among the nations which Jcflma wan 
appoiofied to conquer. 

He wan another time in company with a lady, 
whoie long 'train happened to fweep down a fine fid- 
dle, and break it, upon which he immediately crie4 
put, 

Maniua v^e mifer^e nimiumvicina CremoHie. 

But his converiation abounded with turns of wijt 
of an higher kind ; being one day at a flterifTs feaft^ 
who» afiorr federal other toads had been y ^ 
drank, called out to him, Mr. dean. The J' '^^^ 
trdde of IreloMd : the dean turned about, and imme-> 
diaiely aixfwcfed, Sir> I drink na tnmmes *. 

H€ greatly admired the talents of the late duke of 
IVbartM^ anid hearing him, one day, recount mapy 
of his firoticks : Aye, my lord, faid be^ you 
have had numy frolicks, but let me recom- ^ 
mend one more to you, take a frolick to be virtuous. I 
afioro you it will do you more honour than all the reft. 
. The dean alio greatly excelled in telling^ a ftory ^ 
ud though in the latter part of his life he 
was uery ape to tell his ftorics too often, 7-^-2«8* 
yet hit wit, as well as his virtue, was always fupe- 
rior to the wretched expedients of thofe defpicablq 
babblerf » who are perpetually attempting to put oS 
double entendre and prophanenels for humour an4 
wic Hia converlation was in the higheft degree 
chalboi and wholly free from the leafl tin£bjre of ir-* 
religion. 

Aa he was zealous tapreferve all the delicacies of 
converiatton, he was always beft pleaied when fome 
of cfae company were ladies ; and in one of hit 

* Dr. Srvumt hiihop of C»ri/ nieiis» in which drinking to me* 
had jnft then printed two pam- mories was a^caloufly OHidemn* 
phlpts and preapched b^%m fer* c4. 

letter? 
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letters to lord Oxford^ he fays, fince women hsm. 
been left out of all our meetings, except parties of 
play, or where worfe defigns arc carried on, our 

n s 66 ^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^7 niuch degenerated. 
D. ,3&6. ^^^^ in this inftance, his example is a it- 
proof to thofe pedants, who fuppofe that women 
are never in their proper fphere, but in the dieflii^ 
room or the nurfcry. 
y If the converfation turned upon ferious fubjeds, 
jy S 6S ^^ ^^ neither petulant in the debate, nor 
^ * ^ ' negligent of the iffue. He would liften widi 
great attention to the arguments of others, and whe- 
ther he was or was not engaged as a difputant himfelf, 
he would recapitulate what had been faid, fbite the 
queftion with great clearnefs and precifion, point out 
the controverted particular, and appeal to the opinion 
cither of fome neutral pcrfon, or of the majority. . 
It is, however, true, that he kept his friends ^ in 
fome degree of awe, and yet he was more open to 
admonition than flattery, if it was offered without 
arrogance, and by perfons of whofe ability and ho* 
nefty he had no doubt. In this poem of 
-'' * '^* Baucis zTid Philemon^ which does not cofl«c 
fid of quite two hundred verfes, Mr. Addifm made 
him blot out fourfcore, add fourfcore, and alter four- 
icore. It was cuftomary with his friends to make 
him fome little annual prefent on his birth-day, Jme-- 
things according to his own definition of a prefent, 
which was of no great value, but which could not 
be bought; and Dr. Belany^ foon after he was ad-. 
mitted to fome degree of intimacy, fent him, -with 
iuch a memorial of his efteem, fome verfes, in which 
l\e upbraids him, though with gre^t delicacyi for 
mifapplyin^ his talents ; and admonifhes him to cum 
the force ot ridicule of which he was fo great a maf- 
ter, upon thofe who had laboured to employ it a-. 
gainft the facrcd doftnn?s of Cbriftianify. The cfean, . 

M 
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us he had fuffered Jddifin*s correftion with appro- 
barion, received this admonition with kindnefs \ he 
lighed^ and faid, with great appearances of regret^ 
that it was too lafe, and from that day took all oc- 
cafions to diftinguifh Dehuty by the name of Friend. 

He had, indeed, no (kill in mufick, and fo was 
not able to entertain his company with a fong, td 
which fome men of great dignity, and great parts, 
have condefcended i but his power of ridicule ex^ 
tended even to mufick, of which he gave an inftance 
too fingular to be forgotten : 

Dr. Pratif who was tben provoft of Dublin col* 
legQ, had acquired much of the Italian tafte for mu^ 
fick in his travels, and Tom Rojfengrave^ a celebrated 
performer, being juft returned from Italy^ played a 
voluntary at St, Patrick*^ cathedral, where Dr. Pratt 
heard him, and Swift jvas alfo prefent : the dodlor 
happened to dine at the deanery the fame day, and 
was fo extravagant in his: encomiums on Rojfengrave^% 
vokintary, that feveral of the company faid, they 
wifhed they had heard it : Do you, faid Swift ^ then 
you (hall hear it ftill, and immediately he fung out 
fo lively, and yet fo ridiculous an imitation of it^ 
that all the company were kept in continual laugh- 
ter till it was over, except one old gentleman, whd 
ikt with great compofure, and, * though he liftened^ 
yet (hewed neither curiofity nor approbation . After 
the entertainment, he was aflced^ by fome of the 
cotnpany. How it happened that he had been no 
more affected by the muOck ? To which he anfwer- 
ed with great gravity^ That he had heard Mr. Rof^ 
ftngrave himfelf play it before. 

Such was Swift as a companion \ as a madefy h^ 
was not leis remarkable or meritorious. ^ 

As he expeded punfhiaU ready^ and implicit obe- 
dience% he always tried his fervants when he hired 
them by fome teft of their humility i Among othet 
queftioQs, hi; always aflced whether they underftood 
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cleaning (hoes \ becaufe, faid he, my kitchen-wench 
has a fcullion that does her drudgery, and one pan 
of the bufinefs of my groom and footman is coo* 
ftantly to clean her (hoes by turns : if they fcrupled 
this, the treaty was at an end ; if not, he gave them 
a farther hearing. 

tiis kitchen-wench, however, was his cook, a wo- 
man of large fize, robuft conftitution, and coarfe 
features, whofe face was very much feamed with the 
fmall-pox, and furrowed by age : this woman he 
always diftinguifhed by the name of S'lpeetheart. 

It happened one day that Sweetheart greatly ovcr- 
roafted the only joint he had for dinner ; upon which 
he fent for her up, and, with great coolnefs and gravi- 
ty, Sweetheart^ fays he, take this down into tbe kitchen 
and do it lefs. She replied, that was impoffible. 
Pray then, faid he, if you had roafted it too little, 
could you have done it more ? Yes, ihe faid, flie 
could eafily have done that : Why then, Sweeibearif 
replied the dean, let meadvife you, if you mull com- 
mit a fault, commit a fault that can be mended. 

To the reft of his fervants, indeed, he appeared to 
be churlifh and auftere^ but, in reality, was one of 
the beft matters in the world : he allowed them 
board-wages at the higheft rate then knowii ; and if 
he employed them about any thing out of the ordi- 
nary courfe of their fervice, he always paid them to 
the full value of the work, as he would have 
^aid another : with thefe emoluments, . and the 
fragments from his table, he expefted they fhould 
find themfelves in viduals, and all other neceEarieSy 
except the liveries which he gave them ; if in this fi- 
tuation their expences were greater than their income, 
it was judged a fufficient reafon to dtfcharge them't* 
but, on the contrary, as foon as they had faved a full 
year*s wages, ht conftantly paid them legal tntercft 
*for it, and took great pleafure in feeins it accunifH 
late to a fum, which might fettle them m fome env 

ploymcnc 
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|>loymeht if he fhould die, or if they found it ad* 
vifeablc to quit his fervice> vrhich feldom happen- 
ed ; and he with whom his fcrvants live long, has 
indubitable witnefles that he is a good mailer. 

It is alfo certain, that, notwithftanding the apparent 
aufteriry of his temper, he did not confider 
his fervants z^ipowr fiavts^ to whofe fervice ^'^^^ 
he had a right, in confideration merely of 
<his money, and owed them no reciprocal obh'gacion. 

He had a fervant whom he ufed to call Saunders^ 
that lived long with him, and at length fell tick and 
died. Jn his ficknefs, which laded many months^ 
' Swift took care that ail poflible relief and afTiftance 
fliould be afforded him, and when he died he buri^ 
ed him in the fouth ifle of his cathedral, and crefted 
a fmall piece of flatuary to his memory^ with thii 
infcription : 

Here licth the body of 

Alexander Magee^ fefvant to doftor Swift ^ 

dean of St. Patrick* s. 

His grateful matter caufed this nlonumertt to be e-» 
redled in memory of his difcretion, fidelity, and dili- 
gence in that humble ftation# 

0^. A&r. ^4, 1721, Mtat.tij. 

In the original copy^ which the author of the 0^* 
fervatioits (aw in the dean's own hand^ the exprefTion 
was (till ftronger^ and more to the dean's honour^ 
thuai 

His grateful /r/w^/ and matter. 

But a perfon of the dean's acquaintance, who is 
much more dittinguilhed for vanity than wifdomt ' 
prevailed upon him to leave out friiidi even in op- 
pofifioD to his own well known maxini, that a faith- 
nil itrvant fhould always be confidered not as a poor 
JUtvii but an huwhU friend. Of this perfoq the name 
: Fa. i» 
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is not told ; but to conceal it is rather injuftice than 
mercy, for he ought, on this occafion to inherit a 
difgrace, at leaft, proportionate to the honour which 
he found means lo with- hold from Swift. 

As a member of civil fociety, he was a zealous 
advocate for liberty, the dctcdler of fraud, and the 
fcourgc of opprelTion. In his private capacity, he 
was not only charitable but generous ; and whatever 
mifanthropy may be found in his writings, there docs 
not appear to have been any in his life. 

His writings in defence of the poor infatuated peo- 
ple of Irelaiid are well known ; and that he might 
not be wanting himfelf while he pleaded their caufc 
with others, he conftantly lent out a large fum of 
money in fmall portions to honeft, diligent, and nc- 
ceflitous tradefmen, who paid it with a fmall gratui- 
ty by way of intereft to the perfon who kept the ac- 
count of the dilburfements and weekly payments, for 
he received back thcfe loans by a certain 
7./?. 203. fyj^ Q^jj Qf jj^g weekly profit of the bor- 

^ rowers trade, in fuch proportions as that 

the whole fhould be repaid in a year. 

Befides this he frequently gave away 5 and 10 L 
when proper objefts offered, without any parade. 
He was indeed diligent to relieve the poor, and at the 
fame time to encourage induftry, even in the lowed 
ftation, and ufed regularly to vifit a great number of 
poor, chiefly women, as well in the public (Ireets as 
in the bye allies \ and, under the arches of DuUin^ 
fome of thcfe fold plums, fome hobnails, pthers tape, 
and others gingerbread ; fome knitted, fome darned 
(lockings^ and others cobbled fhoes 1 thefe women 
were moil of thcfn old, deformed, or crippled* and 
fome were all three. He faluted them with great 
kindnefs, afked how they throve, and what ftock they 
had ; if the ware of any of them was fuch as he could 
poflTibly ufe, or pretend toufe, he bought fome, and 

paid 
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paid for every half-penny worth fix penca \ 
if not, he always added fomcthing to their 7' ^' ' 1^» 
ftock, and ftridUy charged them to be indu- ' ^^* 
ftrious and honeft. 

It muft be confeflfed that thefe afts of bounty did 
not appear to be the effects of companion* for of the 
foft fympathy with diftrefsthat fometimes fparkles in 
the eye, and fometimes glows upon the cheek, he 
fhewed no fign, and he may therefore be fuppofcd to 
have wanted it ; however, it is cert^n, that he was 
wlK)lIy free from ill-nature, for a man can have no 
complacence in that evil which he is continually bufy 
to renriove. 

His bounty had not indeed the indifcrimiaating 
ardour of blind inftinffc, and, if it had, it would mic 
have been the inftrument of equal happinefs : to feed 
idienefs is to propagate mifery, and dil'courage virtue 9 
but to infure the reward of indultry is to bellow a be* 
nefit at once upon the individual and the publick -, it is 
to prefcrvc from defpair thofc who ftrugglc with diffi- 
culty and difappointment, it is to fupply food and refl: 
to that labour which alone can make food tafteful and 
reft fweet, and to invigorate the community by thd 
full ufe of thofe members which would otherwile be- 
come not only ufelefs but hurtful, as a limb in which 
the vital. fluid ceafes to circulate will not only wither 
btrc corrupt. In this view then the bounty of Swifi 
Was, like every other CiT(/?ii2» duty, arcafonablefer- 
vice ; and that he felt no fecret pleafure in the cala- 
mities of others, may be fairly concluded not only 
^om bis general praiflice, but from many particu- 
lar faAs in which he appears to have been watchful 
and zealous to alleviate diftrefs by unfoUicited and 
linexpeAed liberality. 

' h happened that a young gentleman of his cboir^ 

being abroad with his gun, fufl:ered irreparable hurt 

by its going oflT accidentally. When the dean heard 

bf it, he expreflcdgrqat concern, aad, paying paulcd 

f 3 alittlr^ 
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a little, Well, faidhe, this will be a good tinnp ^^ Mca 
to reward merit and alleviate diftrefs ; I will make 
hin'. a vicar, which he did accordingly the fame hour. 
1 iiere are fome infirmities to which the mind a) 
well as the body naturally becomes fubjedl in the de- 
cliric of life. The defire of accumulating wealth 
almoft always increafes in proportion as it becomes 
more abfurd, and thofe arc mod tenacious of moneyi 
to whom money can be of Icaft ufe. It ha^ been ge- 
nerally faid that this weakaelsis theeSeAof long ac« 
quaintance with mankind, who are found to delerve 
kfs confidence and lefs kindnefs^ as they are more 
known; and indeed, though this opinion fhould not 
haftily be admitted, i( muft yet be confefied, that 
the firft article in which men lellen their expences, is 
generally the money they have been u&d to give a- 
way, and that they gradually lofe the incliiution to do 
good as they acquire the power. But Swifi^ if he was 
not exempt from the infirmity, was yet clear of tho 
vice* If his ccconomy degenerated into aivarice, it 
muH; be confcfTed that his avarice did aot contrad his 
bounty, and hefuffers do degradation io his moral cha- 
radtcr, who, when the pradiceof any virtue is become 
more difficult, is yet able toexert it in the fame degree. 
S'-Juift turned all the evil of exceflive frugality upon 
himfelf. It induced him to walk wheahe had been ufed 
to ride^ and he would then fay hehadearnedalhiiling 
or eighteen-pence^ which he had a right to do wha« 
he pieafed with, and which he conftantly applied ca 
his ufual charities, which by this expedient hit could 
continue, and yet expend lefs upon the whole than 
before. But the diftribution even of this charity was, 
marked with the peculiarity of his chara£i;er, for that 
lie might proportion his bounty to the neceffities and 
the merit of various objefts, and yet give but one 
^ . piece of money at a time, he conftantly 

^' ' ^^' kept a pocket full of all forts of coin, from 
a filver three-pence to a croy^n-piccc.. 

But 
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But as his dcfire of immediate gain was not grati- 
fied at the expcnce of the poor, to whofc diftrcfs he 
was a witnefs ; neither was it gratified at the expence 
of thofe whom it was impoflible he Ihould know, 
though he had man) opportunities of doing it. 

He once refolved never to renew a ceruin Icalc be- 
longing to the deanery without raifing the rent thirty 
pounds a year. The tenant had often follicitcd him» 
inftead of raifing the rent, to take a larger fine ; and 
this man, a very ftiort time before the dean loft his 
memory, urged him with a very large fum, fuppofing 
that as raifing the rent could only inrich the dean's 
fucceflbr, and a large fine would come into his own 
coffer, hefhould certainly fucceed. The dean however 
maintained his integrity, refufed the offer with indig- 
nation, and fulfilled his purpofe of raifing the rent, 
though at this time his memory was fo bad, j j^ ^^g 
that the next day he did not remember 
what he had done, and his love of money fo pre- 
doniinant over every thing but his virtue, ^ „ 
that, though he complained of being dcfcrt- "^ " ' ^^ 
cd, yet he banifhed his beft friends, merely to fave the 
expence of entertaining them, and would fometimes 
refufe them a fingle bottle of wine. 

As an ccclcfiaftic, he was fcrupuloufly exaft in the 
cxercife of his funAion, as well with regard to fpiri- 
tual as temporal things. As to his cathedral he ex- 
pended more money to fupport and adorn it than had 
been applied to the fame ufe in any period fince it was 
firft built. He was extremely exaft and confcientl- 
OU8 in promoting the members of his choir according 
to their merit, and never advanced any perfon to a 
vicarage who was not qualified in all refpeds, and in 
the higneft degree, whatever their Intercft, or how- 
ever recommended ; and he once refufed a vicarage ta 
a perfon for whom the lady Carteret was very impor- 
tqnate, though he declared to her ladyfhip, that, if it 

F 4 hid 
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had been in his power to have made the gentkman a 
dean or a bifhop, he would have obliged her williflgl]r» 
becaufe he faid deaneries and bifhopricks were pi&i 
ferments in which merit had no concern, though the 

« merit of a vicar would be brought to the 

^' ' *^^* teft every day. Nor would he fuficr one 
fhilling of the cathedral money to be alienated from 
its proper ufe, even for tht purpofe of charity ; whco 
any perfon follicited fuch an alienation, he nied to tell 
them that this money was appropriated, but> fays he, 
as you declare the perfon to be relieved is an objeft 
of Chriftian charity, I will give out of my private 
purfe any fum proportioned to my revenue, if you 
will contribute a fum in the fame proportion to yours; 
my deanery is worth feven hundred pounds, your in- 
come is two ; if you will give two (hillings, I will give 
feven, or any larger fum after the fame rate. 

As to the poor in the liberty of his own c^ithedral, 
they were better regulated than any other in the king- 
flom ; thpy were all badged, and were never found 
7 je 8 begging out ot their diftridt •, for thefe he 
7' ' ■ built and furnilhed a little alms-houfe, bc- 
^ngaffifted by fome voluntary contributions, andpr&* 
ferved among them uncommon cleanlinefa anddecea* 
cy by conftantly vifiting them in perfon. 

It has already been remarked, that, though he did 
not himfelf underhand mufic, yet he always attended 
at the performance of the anthem, that the choir 
might do their duty ; but he had another pra£Hce yet 
more (ingular apd more ufeful. As foonas thepreacher 
mounted the pulpit, he pulled out a pencil and piece 
pf paper, and carefully noted whatever was wrong 
bo(h in the expreflions and the manner in which they 
were delivered, whether they were too fcholaftic to be 
generally underftood, or fo coarfe and vulgar as to 
lofe their dignity ; and he never failed to make thefe 
the fubje6( of an admonition to the preacher as foop 
a^ he came into the chapter-houfe. 

He 
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He improved even his living of Laraccr^ though 
he continued there but a (bort time, and left both the 
houfe and glebe a convenient and agreeable retreat 
to hi^ fuccefibr u a confiderable expence, for which 
he knew no return would be made to his executors ; 
and he determined to aflert his right of abfence againft 
the archbiihop of Dublin^ at the expence of feveral 
hundred pounds, at a time when he did not believe 
he Ihould ever more claim the privilege for 
himfelf, becaufe he would not endanger the ^ ^^ 
liberty, of his fuccefibr by an. injurious pre- yolJCIT, 
cedent. 

There is xio a£t of virtue, which men have fo often 
fubftituted for the pecuHar poQtive duties of Chrifti-- 
4tns as liberality to the poor, nor any by which they 
have fo often hoped to attone for die breach of every 
other moral obligation. 

But the dean, though he abounded in charity, was 
not lefs diligent in the pradiceof other virtues, or lefs 
devout and conftant in the folemnities of religion. 
tit was remarkably temperate both in eating and 
drinking } he was not onlyjuft, but punctual in his 
dealings, and he had an inviol^le regard for truth. 
As heconftantly attended divine worfhip when he was 
at home, fo he ufed always to go early to church 
when he was in London^ and never to fleep without 
aflembling his family in his own chamber to prayers^ 

It has often been remarked, that virtue in excefs 
becomes vicious, and not only precludes the reward 
.of the pofleflbr, but produces rather mifchief than 

Sood to others. An abhorrence of hypocrify was a 
:rikin^ particular in Swift*s charadter, but it is diffi* 
cult to determine whether it was more a virtue than 
a vice, for it brought upon him the charge of irreli- 
gion, and encouraged others xo be irreligious. In 
.proportion as he abhorred hypocrify, he dreaded the 
ifpputation of it, and therefore concealed bis piety 

with 
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with as lAuch diligence as others conceal thofe vices» 
which cuftom has not made reputable. His con* 
(tant attendance at church, when he was at the deane- 
I y, he knew would be confidered as the duty of his fta- 
tion, but whatever had the appearance of voluntary 
devotion he always took care to hide ; when he went 
to church in Lcndon^ it was early in the morning, 
fo that, though he was conftantly at prayers, and at 
the facrament, yet he appeared to negleft both, as he 
was at home when others were at church ; and, when he 
went to prayers in his family, the fervants afiembled 
at the appointed hour a^ it were by Health, without 
any notice from a bell, or any other call except the 
flriking of the clock ; fo that Dr. Delawf was fix 
months in his family before he fufpeded him of this 
unfafliionable pradice. The fame principle upon 
which he thus (tudioufly avoided appearances of goody 
made him frequently incur appearances of evil, efpe- 
cially when an opportunity offered of indulging his 
peculiar vein of humour, and gratifying his natural 
difpofition. Oneinftanceof thishas already been given 
in his foiemn addrefs to his clerk from the pulpit by 
the name of Roger^ but there are others which are left 
excufable. Soon after he was made dean of St. Pa^ 
irick'Sy he had dined one Sunday with Dr. Raymcndy 
vicar of Trim^ and when the bell had wrung, and the 
people were aiTembled to evening prayers at the 
church which was not diftant more than two hundred 
yards, Raymond^ faid he, I will lay you a crown that 
I begin prayers before you this afternoon ; Dr. Ray^ 
tpond accepted the wager, and immediately both ruD 
as faft as they could towards the church. Raymond. 
who was much nimbler than Swifts arrived firft at 
the door, and when he entered the church, walked de» 
cently towards the reading de(k \ Swifi never flack** 
ened his pace, but, running up the ifle, left Dr. Ray* 
tnond behind him in the middle of it, and, ftepping in- 

ta 
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fo the deflc without putting on a furplice or opening 
(he book, began the fervice in an audible voice, and 
thus won his wager. 

It h^ been common, among pretenders to wit, ta 
afie& great contempt for every kind of regularity, to 
live, or pretend to live, in a ftate of continual diffipa*^ 
don, without regard to-. the return of thofe leafons 
which have been generally allotted to particular pur- 
pofea, without deeping or waking, or eating or drink- 
ing, like the reft of mankind. To recover thefe un- 
happy wretches from a condition fo deplorable as to 
fupprefs indignation, and yet fo contemptible a/s fcarce 
to excite pity, it is here recorded that the life oi Swift. 
was in the higheft degree uniform and regular, his 
hours of walking and reading, of exercife and amufe^ 
ment, never varied ; and that he might keep the revo*o 
lution of his employments with greater exaAnefs, his 
watch was almoft conftantly either in his hand or on 
the table before him. 

As his abhorrence of hypocrify exempted him 
from affefbauon, the natural equity of his mind fe- 
cured him againft envy ; envy feems to be a defire of 
equality graufied by degrading others; as emulation 
is a delire of equality gratified by advancing ourfelves. 
It does not appear that Swifts upon a fuppofition thac 
he had no fuperior, was without emulation, but by his 
ready affiftance to advance the reputation and circum- 
llances of others, he appears to have beeii free from 
envy. 

He cultivated genius wherever he found it, and 
in whatever degree, with great zeal and affiduity, and 
would chearfully fpend much time in ccMrreding and 
improving any literary compofition that had the lea(^ 
appearance of ingenuity ; nor was this kindnefs con^^ 
lined to thofe whofe parts could never come in com^ 
petition with his own, he ftarted many hints to Mr. 
G^ which hcpurfued with great fucceis, and berecom-^ 

mended 
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mended Congreve^ yfddifon^ Panels and many othen, 
CO chofe whofe favour w^ moft likely to render them 
tonfpicuous. 

Among his fingularities were his refolution never 
to wearfpeftacles, and hisobftinace perfeverance in the 
ufe of too much exercife. His wane of fpeAacles made 
It difficult to read, and his immoderate exercife wafted 
his flc(h and produced a poornefs in his blood, as he 
was often told by his friends and phyficians. Dr. Htl-^ 
Jbam and Dr. Cratton^ and as afterwards appeared by 
experiment, for, when he was reduced to a ftate of 
idiotifm and ceafed from walking, he recovered his 
flelh in a Ihort time. 

He was cleanly even to fuperftition, his nails were 
always pared to the quick to prevent the leaft gather* 
ing of dirt under them, and he never drefled withoot 
a bafon of water by him, with which he caiel^lly 
cleaofed his feet. In his perfon he was robuft and 
mafculinc, his deportment was commanding, and his 
walk ereft. His voice was (harp and lush- 
^^^^* toned, efpccially when he read prayers, Dut 
^ ' not effeminate, and there was a natural ie- 

-verity in his afpedl, which even his fmiles could fcarce 
foften, nor his utnH)ft gaiety relax. 

His manner was without ceremony, but not ruftic, 
for he had a perfeA knowledge of all the modes and 
variations of politenefs and complaifance which he 
praftifed in a manner peculiar to himfelf ; 
f^' ^ °' and the rcfpedt, that was due to him by thefe 
rules, he took care to exaft without the leait: 
abatement. 

It will readily be admitted that every man has Ibme 
appetite, afieftion, or difpofition, which either in kind 
or in degree is irregular, and which it is the province of 
reafcn to order and reftrain. As it will always happpi 
that in fome inftances paffion will predominate aM 
xcafc<i in others, it follows that there muft be fomc 

diflimi- 
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dUfimilitude in every charafter, from which Swifts 
could not therefore be exempt ; but upon the whole 
it will be found uncommonly fteady and uniform^ 
chough ibme, to fcreen their own fcattered and incon* 
iiftent reprefenudons of it from cenfure, have prer 
tended that ic was capricious, various, and contradicr 
tory. ' 

Swift appears to have been naturally temperate and 
chafte, it was therefore eafy for him to be frugal % but * 
he was al(b naturally high -fpirited, and therefore^ as 
wealth is the pledge of independence, it is not ftrange 
his frugality (hould verge towards excefs. However, 
as he a£ted upon principles, not only of general vir* 
cue, but of the nobleft moral fyftem of Cbriftianity^ he 
did not deliver himfelf up to natural propenfuies, when 
they were contrary to his duty, and therefore his love 
of money did not contract his charity to the poor, 
or defraud his fucceflfors to inrich himfelf. The fame 
fpirit which fecured his integrity by difdaining the 
meannefs of a lye, produced that dread of hypo- 
crify which concealed his piety, and betrayed him into 
appearances of evil ; and the fame want of natural 
tendernefs which made him appear olDdurate and au* 
flere, transferred the diftribution of his liberality from 
inftihdt to religion, and made that, which in others is 
an exercife of lelf-love, in him an adl of obedience to 
God. 

Such wasDr Jonathan Swift ^ whofc writings cither 
ftimulate mankind to fuftain their dignity as rational 
and moral beings, by fhewing how low they ftand in 
mere animal nature, or fright them from indecency 
by holding up its pidture before them in its native de- 
formity : and whofe life, with all the advantages of 
fljpnius and learning, was a fcale of infelicity gradu- 
^ly afcending till pain and anguilb deftroyed the fa- 
jJ^, cultie& 
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culties by which they were felt; while he was viewed 
at a diftance with envy, he became a burthen to hitn- 
felf ; he was forfaken by his friends, and his memory 
has been loaded with unmerited reproach : his life 
therefore does not aflR>rd lefs inftruAion than his wri- 
tings, (ince to the wife k may tcacb humility, and td 
the iimple content. 




VERSES, SW. referred to from the L I F E 
of Dr. SWIFT. 

STELLA /(? Dr. SWIFT en its ^rth-day^ 
N&vember 30, 172 1. 

The Dean declared chat thefe verfes had under- 
gone no correftioo. [D. S. ^. 81. 

ST. Patrick's dean, your country's pridet 
My early and my only guide^ 
Let me among the reft attend. 
Your pupil and your humble friend. 
To celebrate in female ftrains 
The day that paid your mother's pains •, 
Defcend to take that tribute due 
In gratitude alone to you. 

When mcnljcgan to call me fair. 
You interposed your timely care j 
You early taught me to defpife 
The ogling of a coxcomb's eyes \ 
Shew'd where my judgment was mifplac'd ; 
Rcfin'd my fancy and my taftc. 

Behold that beauty juft deca^'d. 
Invoking art to nature's aid ; 
Forfook by her admiring train 
She fpreads her tatter'd nets in vain •, 
Short was her part upoh the ftage \ 
Went fmoothly on for half a page ; 
Her bloom was gone, (he wanted art, 
As the fcene chang'd, to change her part : 
She, whom no lover could refift. 
Before the fecond aft was hifs'd. 
Such is the fate of female race 
With no endowments but a face \ 
Before the thirtieth year of life 
A maid forlorn, or hated wife. 

Stella to you, her tutor, owes 

That (he has ne'er refembled thofc \ 

Nor was a burthen to mankind 

\7ith half her courfc of years behind. 

Y#u 
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You taught how I might youth prplong 
By knowing what was right and wrong \ 
How from my heart to bring fupplies 
Of luftrc to my fading eyes ; 
How foon a beauteous mind repairs 
The lofs of changed or failing hairs; 
How wit and virtue from within 
Send out a fmoothnefs o'er the flcin : 
Your Icfturcs could my fancy fix. 
And I can pleafe at thirty*fix. 
The light of Chloe at fifteen 
Coquetting, gives not me the fpleen ; 
The idol now of every fool 
'Till time (hall make their paflions cool % 
Then tumbling down timers fteepy hill, 
While Stella holds her ftation ftill. 
Oh ! turn your precepts into laws. 
Redeem the women's ruin'd caufe. 
Retrieve loft empire to our fex. 
That men may bow their rebel necks. 

Lpng be the day that gave you birth 
Sacred to friendlhip, wit, and mirth \ 
Late dying may you caft a (hred 
Of your rich mantle o'er my head ; 
To bear with dignity my forrow, 
One day alone^ then die tG-morraw. 

An elegy upon Demar the mifer. Was a fubjcft 
fiarted and partly executed in company confiftingof 
Swift and Stella and a few friends ; every one threw 
in a hint, and Stella*^ was the following : 

But as he wcigh'd his gold, grim death in fpitc 
Caft in his dart, which made three moidores light : 
And when he faw his darling money fail. 
Blew his laft breath, to fmk the lighter fcale« 
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Addrefs of the inhahitonts of the Liberty oftbepe^n snd 
Chapter of St. P2Ltnck% Dublin. ' "> 

TT 7 E the inhabitants of the liberty of the Dean 
VV ^"^ Chapter of St. Patrick^ Dublin^ and the 
neighbourhood of the Tame, having been informed, 
by univerfal report, that a certain man of this city hath 
openly threatened and fworn before many hundred 
people, as well perfons of quality as others, that he 
refolves upon the firft opportunity, by the help of 
feveral ruffians, to murder or maim the Reverend the 
Dean of St. Palrick*s our neighbour, benefaSor, and 
head of the liberty of St. Patrick*s^ upon a frivolous 
unproved fufpicion, of the faid Dean's having writtea 
fome lines in verfe refleding on the faid man : 

Therefore we the faid inhabitants of the faid liberty, 
and in thie neighbourhood thererf, from our great 
love and refpeft to the faid Dean, to whom the w^lc 
kingdom hath fo many obligations, as well as we^of 
the liberty, do unanimoufly declare, that we will en- 
deavour to defend the life and limbs of the faid Dean 
againlt the faid man, and all his ruffians and mur- 
derers, as far as the law will allow *, if he or any of 
them prefume to come into the faid liberty with any 
wicked malicious intent againft the houfe, or family, 
or perfon, or goods of the faid Dean. To which 
we have chearfully, fincerely, and heartily, fet our 
hands. 

The Dean being in bed, very much indifpofed, 
and not able to receive the faid peribns, dictated the 
following anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I receive with great thankfulncfs thcfe many kind 
expreffions of your concern for my fafety, as Well as 
your declared rcfolution to defend me (as far as the 
ikws of God and man will allow) againft all mur- 

Vol. I. G dercn 
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derers ^nd ruffians, who fhall attempt tQ enter into 
t^ie liberty with any bloody or wicked defigas, upon 
niy life, my limbs, my hpufe, or my good§. Gen- 
tlemen, my life is in the hands of God, and whether 
it may be cut off by treachery pr open violence, or 
by the common way of other men -, as lons^ as it 
continues I fhall evei* bear a grateful memory tor this 
ifavour you have fhewn, beyond my exM^ation, and 
almoft exceeding tpy wifhes. The inhabitants of the 
liberty a$ well as thofe of the neighbourhood, have 
lived with me in great amity for near twenty years \ 
which I am confident will never diminifh during my 
life. I am chiefly forry that by two cruel diforders 
of deafnefs and giddinefs, which have purfued me 
for four months, 1 am not in a condition either to 
near, pr to receive you, much lefs to return my rooft 
fincere acknowledginents, which in juftice and grati- 
tude I ought to do." May God blefs you and your fa- 
milies in thi? world, ai^d make you for ever happy in 
the next. 
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THEAUTH6R'« 

APOLOGY. 

IF good and ill nature equally operated 
upon mankind, I might have faved 
myfelf the trouble of this apology ; for it 
is manifeft by the reception the following 
difcourfe hath met with, that thofe^ who 
approve it, are a great majority among 
the men of tafte: yet there have been two 
or three treatiles written exprefly againft 
it) bdides many others that have nirted 
at it occafionally, without one (yllable 
having been ever published in its defence, 
or even quotation to its advantage, that 
I can remember, except by the polite 
author of a late difcourfe between a Deift 
and a Secinian, 

Therefore, fince the book feems calcu- 
lated to live at leall as long as our Ian* 
guage, and our tafle admit no great alte* 
rations, I am content to convey fome apo- ' 
logy along with it. 

The greateft part of that book was 
iiniihed about thirteen years fince, 1696) 
which is eight years before it was publifh* 

G 3 cd. 
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cd. The author was then young, his in- 
vention at the height, and his reading freih 
in his head. By the afliftance of fome 
thinking, and much converfation, he had 
endeavoured to fb-ip himfelfof as many 
real prejudices as he could ; I iay real ones, 
becaufe, under the notion of prejudices, 
he knew to what dangerous heights ibme 
men have proceeded. Thus prepared, he 
thought the numerous and grofs corrupti- 
ons in religion and learning might fiirniOi 
matter for a fatyr, that would be uieful 
and diverting. He refolved to proceed in 
a manner, that fhould be altogether new, 
the world having been already too long 
naufeated with endlefs repetitions upon 
every fubjeft. The abufes in religion he 
propofed to fet forth in the allegory of the 
coats, and the three brothers, which was 
to make up the body of the difcourfe : 
thofe in learning he chofe to introduce by 
way of digrefllons. He was then a young 
gentleman much in the world, and wrote 
to the tafte of thofe who were like him- 
felf; therefore, in order to allure them, 
he gave a liberty to his pen, which might 
not fuit with maturer years, or graver 
3 charaders, . 
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fctara^ersi and which he could liaise eafily 
correded with a Very few blots^ had he 
been mafter of his papers for a yeai* or twd 
before their publication i 

Not that he would have governed his 
judgment by the ill-placed cavils of the 
fbur^ the envious^ the fttipid, and the 
taftelefs, which he mentions with difdain; 
He adcnowledges there are feveral youth- 
ful fallies) which from the grave and the 
wife may deferVe a rebuke. But he defires 
to be anfwerableno farther than he is guilty,' 
and that his faults may liot be multiplied 
by the ignorant^ the unnatural) and urlch^-^ 
ritable applications of thofe, who have 
neither candor to fuppofe godd nieanings^ 
nor palate to diftinguifh true ones. After 
which, he will forfeit his lifcj if any one o- 
ptnion can be fairly deduced from that book,' 
which is contrary to religion or morality. 

Why {hould any clergyman of our 
church be angry to fee the follies of fana- 
. ticifni and fuperflition expdled, though in 
the moil ridiculous manner $ fince that is 
perhaps the tnoft probable way to cure 
them, or at leaft to hinder them from far- 
ther Spreading ? Befides, though it was not 

Cr 4 intended 
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intended for their perufal, it rallies nothing 
but what they preach againft. It contains 
nothing to provoke them by the leaft fcur- 
rility upon their perfons or their functions. 
It celebrates the church oi England as the 
moA: perfect of all others in difcipline and 
dodlrine ; it advances no opinion they re- 
jed, nor condemns any they receive. If 
the clergy's refentments lay upon their 
hands, in my humble opinion, they might 
have found more proper objeds to employ 
them on ; nondum tibidefuit hoflis ; I mean 
thofe heavy, illiterate Icriblers, proftitute 
in their reputations, vicious in their lives, 
and ruined in their fortunes, who, to the 
fhame of good fenfe as well as piety, are 
greedily read, merely upon the ftrength of 
bold, falfe, impious ailertions, mixed with 
unmannerly refledions upon the prieft-* 
hood, and openly intended againftali reli- 
gion; in (hort, full of fuch principles as are 
kindly received, becaufe they are levelled 
Co remove thofe terrors, that religion tells 
men will be the confequence of immoral 
lives. Nothing like which is to be met with 
in this difcourfe, though fomeof them are 
pleafed fo freely to ceniure it. And I wifb, 

there 
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there were no other inftance of what I have 
too frequently obferved, that many of that 
reverend body are not always very nice 
in didinguiihing between their enemies 
and their friends. 

Had theauthor*s intentions met with a 
more candid interpretation from fbme, 
whom out of refped he forbears to name» 
he might have been encouraged to an 
examination of books written by fome of 
thofe authors above defcribed, whole errors, 
ignorance, dulnefs, and villany he thinks 
he could havedeteded and expoled in fuck 
a manner, that the perlbns, who are mod 
conceived to be infeded by them, would 
foon lay them afide and be afhamed : but 
he has now given over thofe thoughts ; 
fince the weightiefl men * in the weightieft 
fiationsare pleafed to think it a more dan- 
gerous point to laugh at thofe corruptions 
in religion, which they themfelvds mull 
difapprove, than to endeavour pulling up 
thofe very foundations, wherein all chrif- 
tians have agreed. 

He thinks it no fair proceeding, that any 

* Alluding to Dr. Sharp the archbilhop of Teri's reprdenta- 
ti9|i of the author, ~ 

, . pedbn 
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perfon fhould ofFer determinately to fix a 
name upon the author of this difcourfe, 
who hath all along concealed himfelf from 
moft of his neareft friends: yet ieveral 
have gone a farther (lep, and pronounced 
another book ' to have been the work of 
the fame hand with this : which the author 
dire<5ly afHrms to be a thorough miftake ; 
he having yet never fo much as read that 
difcourfe: a plain inftance how little truth 
there often is in general furmifes, or in 
conjedures drawn from a Similitude of 
ftyle, or way of thinking. 

Had the author written a book to ex- 
pofe the abufes in law, or in phyiic, he 
•believes the learned profeflbrs i;i either 
faculty would have been fb far from relent-' 
ing it, as to have given him thanks for his 
pains, efpecially if he had made an ho- 
nourable refervation for the true pradice 
of either icience : but religion, they tell 
us, ought not to be ridiculed ; and, they 
tell us truth : yet furely the corruptions 
in it may; for we are taught by the triteil 
maxim in the world, that, religion being 

* Letter of enthufiaftn, fup- to him, in the laft of thefe vo> 
pofed to have been written by lumes. 
^^UHunttrs fee Svnjfs letter 



AN APOLOGY. ix 

the bed of things^ its corruptions are Hke- 
}y to be the worft. 

There is one thing which the judicious 
reader cannot but have obferved, that 
fome of thofe pafTages in this difcourfq, 
which appear moil Uable to objedion, are 
what they call parodies, where the a^uthor 
perfbnates the ftyle and manner pf other 
writers, whom he has a mind to expofe^ 
I (hall produce one inftance ; it is in the 
6i^ page. Dryden^ UEftrangey and fomc 
others I ihall not name, are here kvelkd 
at, who having fpent their 4ives in fadion, 
and apoftacies, and all manner of vice, 
pretended to be fufferers for loyalty and 
religion. So Dryden tells us in one of his 
pre^cesof his merits and fufferings, thanks 
God that he pojfeJ[fes his foul in patience ; ia 
other places he talks at the fame rate ; and 
ISEJirange often ufes the like ftyle j and 
I believe the reader may find more perfons 
to give that pafTage an application: but 
this is enough to dired thofe, who may 
have overlooked the author's intention. 

There are three or four other pafTages, 
which prejudiced or ignorant readers havt 
drawn by great force to hint at ill mearv- 
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ings ; as if they glanced at fome tenets m 
religion. In anfwer to all which, the au- 
thor folemnly protefts, he is intirely in* 
nocent; and never had it once in hit 
thoughts, that any thing he faid would 
in the lead be capable or fuch interpreta- 
tions, which he will engage to deduce 
full as fairly from the njtoft innocent book 
in the world. And it will be obvious to 
every reader, that this was not any part 
of his fcheme or deflgn, the abufcs he 
notes being fuch as all ChuTch-of-Eng/aml 
men agree in ; nor was it proper for his 
fubjed to meddle with other points, than 
fuch as have been perpetually controverted 
fince the reformation. 

To inftance only in that pailage about 
the three wooden machines mentioned in 
the introdu&ion : in the original manu- 
icript there was a defcription of a fourth, 
which thofe, who had the papers in thdr 
power, blotted out, as having fomethii^ 
in it of fa^r, that I fuppofe they thought 
was too particular; and therefore they 
were forced to change it to the number 
fbr^y from whence fome have endeavourJs 
cd to fqueeze out a dangerous meaningy 

that 
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tliat was never thought on. And indeed 
the conceit was half fpoiied by changing 
the numbers; that oi four being much 
snore cabaliftic, and therefore better expo- 
fing the pretended virtue of numbers, a 
fuperftition there intended to be ridiculed. 
Another thing to be obferved is, that 
there generally runs an irony through the 
thread of the whole book, which the men 
of tafte will obferve and diilingufh, and 
which will render fbme objeAions, that 
have been made, very weak and infigni- 
£cant. 

This apology bcin^ chiefly intended for 
the iatisfa&ion of future readers, it may 
be thought unneceflary to take any notice 
of iiich treatifes as have been written a- 
gainft the enfuing diicourfe, which ard 
already funk into wade paper and oblivion, 
after the ufual fate of common anfwereri 
to books, which are allowed to have any 
merit: they are indeed like annuals, that 
fffow about a young tree, and feem to 
vie with it for a iummer, but fall and die 
with the leaves in autumn, aiid are never 
heard of any more. When Dr. Eacbard 
writ hii book about the coofempt of the 

clergy, 
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<:lergy, liumbers of thofe anfwerers im-* 
mediately ftarted up, whofe memory if he 
had not kept alive by his replies, it would 
now be utterly unknown, that he wcrii 
9VCT anfwered at all. There is indeed an 
exception, when any great genius thinks it 
worth his while to cxpofe a foolifh piece ; 
fo we ftill read Marvei's anfwer to Parker 
^ with pleafure, though the book it an-^ 
fwers be funk long ago ; fo the Earl of 
Orrery s remarks will' be read with de- 
light, when the diiTertation he expofes will 
neither be fought nor found • : but theie 
^ no enterprizes for common hands, nor 
to be hoped for above once or twice in an 
ggp. Men would be morecaudous of loft 
ing ^heir time in fuch an undertaking, if 
they did but confider, that to anfwer a 
book e^edually, requires more pains and 
(kill, more wit, learning, and judgment, 
then were employed in the writing it. And 
the author aifures thofe gentlemJen, who 

^ Pfrktry afterwards bifltop v//,underfecret|ry to^iV/«»,in 

tSOxfir4t wrote many trea- a little book called dieReheaHsd 

tiics againft the diflenters, with tranrprofed. 
infolence sind contempt, fays < BojUi remarks upon Btnt* 

BMrnelt that eoraged them be- ley'* diwrtatioa on die epiftlo 

yond meiTure.i for which he ^PJi«^m,i(e page 155. 
yinic\a&\ieii\uy Andrew MoT' 

have 
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have given themfelves that trouble with 
him, that his difcourfe is the produd of 
the ftudy, the obfervation, and the inven- 
tion of fevetal years ; that he often blotted 
out much more than he left, and, if his 
papers had ;iot been a long time out of 
his pofleifion, they muft have ftill under- 
gone more fevere corrections : and, do thejr 
think fuch a building is to be battered 
with dirt-pellets, however envenomed the 
mouths may be that difcharge them ? He 
hath feen the produdions but of two ane 
fwerers, one of which at firft appe^r^ as 
from an unknown hand, but fince avowed 
by a perfon, ' who upon fome occafions 
hath difcova-ed no ill vein of humour. It 
is a pity any occadon fhould put him ua- 
der a neceflity of being fo hafly in his pro- 
dudions, which otherwife might often be 
entertaining. But there were other reaibnp 
obvious enough for his mifcarriage in this ; 
he writ againfl the convidtion of his talent, 
^nd entered upon one of the wrongeft at- 

' Suppofed to be Dollar lefaue on the Royal Societ]^» 

U'liUam Kiagt Jtbe civilian, and the art of cookery in imi- 

9iithor of an account of Dm- tation vSHtrat/* art ofpoetiyjL 

wurif a diflectatipn on fam- fit. 
plars and other pieces of bur- 

tempts 
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tempts in nature, to turn into ridicule by 
a week's labour a work, which had coft 
fo much time, and met with Co much fuc- 
cefs in lidiculing others: the manner how 
he handled hv&fubjeSi I have now forgot, 
having juft looked it over, when it firft 
came out, as others did, merely for the 
iake of the 'title. 

The other anfwer is from a perfon of a 
graver charader, and is made up of half 
invedive, and half annotation ; ' in the 
latter of which he hath generally fucceeded 
well enough. And the projed at that 
time was not amifs to draw in readers to 
his pamphlet, feveral having appeared 
defirous, that there might be fomc ex- 
plication of the more difficult paflages. 
Neither can he be altogether blamed for 
offering at the invedive part, becaufe it is 
agreed on all hands, that the author had 

* This we cannot recover appears bufied to Uluftrate a 

atprcfent, itbeingfoabfolutely work, which he laboured to 

forgotten, the oldeft bookfcllers condemn, and adds force to a 

in trade remember nothing of fatire pointed againft himfelT: 

it. as captives were bound to the 

' Wtttm'i defence of his chariot>wheeIofthevidor,and 

refledions upon ancient and compelled to increafe the pomp 

nodem leammg: from the an- of his triumph, whom they 

notation are fele^ted the notes had in vain attempted to de- 

fipxd M'. ^sMMi thus ^«»«8 feat. 

given 
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given him fufficient provocation. The 
great objedion is againfl his manner of 
treating it, very unfuitable to one of his 
fundion. It was determined by a fair ma- 
jority, that this anfwerer had, in a way not 
to be pardoned, drawn his pen againft a 
certain great man then alive, and univer- 
felly reverenced for every good quality that 
could poffibly enter into the compofition 
of the moft accompliftied perfon ; it was 
obferved, how he was pleafed, and affe<^- 
ed to have that noble writer called his ad- 
verfary; and it was a point offatyr well 
diredted J for I have been told, Sir William 
'temph was fufficiently mortified at the 
term. All the men of wit and politenefs 
were immediately up in arms through in- 
dignation, which prevailed over their con- 
tempt by the confequences they apprehend- 
ed from fuch an example ; and it grew 
Porfennd% cafe ; idem irecenti juravimus. 
In fhort, things were ripe for a general in« 
furreftion, till my lord Orrery had a little 
laid the fpirit, and fettled the fermenk 
But, his lordfhip being principally engag- 
ed with another antagonift*, it was 

* Btntttj/f cpncerning Phabrhjuxi JEftf. 

Vot. I. H " thought 
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thought neceflkry, in order to quiet the 
minds of men, that this oppofer fhould 
receive a reprimand, which partly occa- 
fioned that difcourfe of the Battle of the 
Books, and the author was farther at the 
pains to infert one or two remarks on him 
in the body of the book. 

This anfwerer has been pleafed to find 
fault with about a dozen paitages, which 
the author will not be at the trouble of 
defending, farther than by affuring the 
reader, that, for the greater part, the reflec- 
ter is intirely miflaken, and forces inter- 
pretations which never once entered into 
the writer's head, nor will (he is lure) into 
that of any reader of tafte and cattdor ; he 
allows two or three at moft, there pro- 
duced, to have been delivered unwarily ; 
for which he defires to plead the excufe 
offered already, of his youth, and frank- 
nefs of fpeech, and his papers being out 
of his power at the time they were pub* 
lifhed. 

But this anfwerer infifts, and fays, what 
he chiefly diflikes, is the defign\ what 
that was, I have already told, and I be- 
lieve there is not a perfon in England who 

can 
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cap underftand that 1)ook, that ever ima- 
gincd it to have been any thing clfe, but 
to expofe the abufes and corruptions in 
learning and religion. 

But it would be good to know what 
defign this reffedcr was ferving, when he 
concludes his pamphlet with a caution to 
the reader, to beware of thinking the 
author's wit was intirely his own : lurely 
this mud have had fome allay of perfonal 
animofity at leaft mixt with the defign of 
ferving the public by fo ufeful a difcovery j' 
and it indeed touches the author in a ten- 
der point ; who infifts upon it, that 
through the whole book he has not bor- 
rowed one fingle hint from any writer in 
the world ; and he thought, of all criti- 
cifms, that would never have been one. 
He conceived, it was never difputed to 
be an original, whatever faults it might 
Jiave. However, this anfwerer produces 
three inftances to prove this author s wit 
is not his own in many places. The firft 
is, that the names of Peter ^ Martin^ and 
yack are borrowed from a letter of the 
ate ' Duke of Buckingham, W hatever wit 

H 2 » 
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is contained in thofe three . names, the 
author is content to give it up, and de- 
fires his readers will fubtradfc as much as 
they placed upon that account; at the fame 
time protefting folemnly, that he never 
once heard of that letter, except in this 
paflage of the anfwerer : fo that the names 
were not borrowed, as he affirms, though 
they (hould happen to be the fame ; which 
however is odd enough, and what he 
hardly believes ; that of Jack being not 
quite fo obvious as the other two. The 
fecond inflance to fhew the author s mt 
is not his own^ is Peter s Banter (as he 
calls it in his Alfatia phrafe) upon 
tranfubftantiation, which is taken from 
the fame duke's conference with an irijh. 
priefl, where a cork is turned into a horfe. 
This the author confefles to have feen 
about ten years after his book was written, 
and a year or two after it was publifhed. 
Nay, the anfwerer overthrows this him- 
/.', felf ; for he allows the tale was written in 
1697; and, I think, that pamphlet was 
not printed in many years after. It was 
neceffary, that corruption (hould have 
fome allegory as well as the reft; and 
J the 



AN APOLOGY. xlx 

the author invented the propereft he could, 
without enquiring what other people had 
written ; and the commoneft reader will 
find, there is not the leaft refemblance be- 
tween the two ftories. The third inflance 
is in thefe vv^ords ; I have been ajfured^ that 
the battle in St, James's library isy mutatis 
mutandis, taken out of a French book^ enti- 
tuledy Combat des livres, if I mi/remember 
not. In which paffage there are two claufes 
obfervable : / have been affured; and, if 
Imifremember not. I delirefirft to know 
whether, if that conjedture proves an ut- 
ter falfhood, thofe two claufes will be a 
fuiEcient excufe for this worthy critic. 
The matter is a trifle ; but, would he 
venture to pronounce at this rate upon one 
of greater moment ? I know nothing mor^ 
contemptible in a writer, than the charac- 
ter of a plagiary ; which he here fixes at 
a venture ; and this not for a paffage, but 
a whole difcourfe, taken out from another 
book, only mutatis mutandis. The author 
is as much in the dark about this, as the 
anfwerer; and will imitate him by an 
affirmation at random ; that if there be a 
word of truth in this refledion, he is a 

H 3 paultry, 
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paultry, imitating pedant, and the an- 
■ fwerer is a perfon of wit, manners, and 
truth. He takes his boldnefs, frpm never 
having feen any fuch treatife in his life, 
nor heard of it before ; and he is iure it 
is impoflible for two writers of difierent 
times and countries to agree in their 
thoughts after fuch a manner, that two 
continued difcourfes fhall be the fame, only 
mutatis mutandis. Neither will he infill 
upon the miftake in the title ; but let the 
anfvverer and his friend produce any boc^ 
they pleafe, he defies them to fhew one 
fingle particular, where the judidous rea- 
der will affirm he has been obliged for 
the fmalleft hint j giving only allowance 
for the accidental encountering of a fingle 
thought, which he knows may fometimes 
happen ; though he has never yet found 
it in that difcourfe, nor has heard it ob- 
jeded by any body elfe. 

So that if ever any dejtgn was unfor- 
tunately executed, it muft be that of this 
anfwerer ; who, when he would have it 
obferved, that the author's wit is none of 
"his own, is able to produce but three in- 
ftances, two of them mere trifles, and all 
5 three 
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three manifcftly falfe. If this be the way 
thefe gentlemen deal with the world in 
thofe criticifms, where we have not leifurc 
to defeat them, their readers had need be 
cautious how they rely upon their credit ; 
and whether this proceeding can be recon- 
ciled to humanity or truth, let thofe, who 
think it worth their while, determine. 

It is agreed, this anfwerer would have 
fucceeded much better, if he had ftuck 
wholly to his bufinefs, as a commentator 
upon the Tale of a tub^ wherein it cannot 
be denied that he hath been of fome fervice 
to the public, and hath given very fair 
conjedures towards clearing up fome dif- 
ficult paffagcs \ but, it is the frequent 
jcrror of thofe men (otherwife very commen- 
dable for their labours) to make excurfions 
beyond their talent and their office, by 
pretending to point out the beauties and 
the faults ; which is no part of their trade, 
which they always fail in, which the world 
jiever expeded from them, nor give them 
any thanks for endeavouring at. The part 
of Minelliusy or Farnaby «, would have 

' Low commentators, who wrote no:es upon claiHck au« 
ibors for -the ufe of (cboolb;>ys. 

H 4 fallen 
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fallen in with his genius, and might have 
been ferviceable to many readers, who can- 
not enter into the abftrufer parts of that 
difcourfe; but Opt at ephippia bos piger : 
the dull, unwieldy, ill-fhaped ox would 
needs put on the furniture of a horfe, not 
conlidering he was born to labour, to plow 
the ground for the fake of fuperior beings, 
and that he has neither the fhape, mettle, 
nor fpeed of that noble animal he would 
affed: to perfonate. 

It is another pattern of this anfwerer's 
fair dealing, to give us hints that the au- 
thor is dead, and yet to lay the fufpicion 
upon fome-body, I know not who, in the 
country j to which can only be returned, 
that he is abfolutely miftaken in all his 
conjed:ures j and furely conjectures are, 
at befl, too light a pretence to allow a 
man to aflign a name in public. He con->- 
demns a book, and confequently the au- 
thor, of whom he is utterly ignorant, yet 
at the fame time fixes, in print, what he 
thinks a difadvantagcous charader upon 
thofe who never dcferved it. A man, who 
receives a buffet in the dark, may be al- 
lowed to be vexed j but it is an odd kind 

of 
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of revenge to go to cuflFs in broad day 
with the firft he meets, and lay the laft 
nights's injury at his door. And thus much 
foe this difcreety candid^ pious, and ingenious 
anfwerer. 

How the author came to be without his 
papers, is a ftory not proper to be told> 
and of very little ufe, being a private fad. 
of which the reader would believe as lit- 
tle, or as much, as he thought good. He 
had however a blotted copy by him, which 
he intended to have written over with 
many alterations, and this the publifliers 
were well aware of, having put it into the 
bookfeller's preface, that they apprehend- 
ed a furreptitious copy^ which was to be al^ 
tered, &c. This, though not regarded 
by readers, was a real truth, only the 
furreptitious copy was rather that, which 
was printed j and they made all the hafte 
they could, which indeed was needlefs, 
the author not being at all prepared : but 
he has been told, the bookfeller was in 
much pain, having given a good fum of 
money for the copy. 

In the author's original copy there 
were not fo many chafms as appear in the 

bpok ; 
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-book ; and why Come of them were left, 
he knpws not: haid the publication been 
.trufted to him, he would have made fe- 
veral ccH-re<flionsof pailages, againft which 
nothing hath been ever obje<3:ed. He 
would likewife have altered a few of thofe, 
that ieem with any reaibn to be excepted 
againil ; but, to deal freely, the greateft 
number he {hould have left untouched, as 
.never funding it pofiible any wrong in- 
terpretations could be made of them. 

The author observes, at the end of the 
jbook there is a difcourfe, called, a frag- 
fnent \ which he more wondered to fee in 
print, than all the reft ; having been a 
moft imperfedl (ketch, with the addition 
of a few loofe hints, which he once lent a 
gentleman, who had deflgned ^ difcourfe 
pn (bmewhat the fame fubjed ; he never 
thought of it afterwards ; and it was a 
fufHcient furprize to fee it pieeed up to^ 
gether, wholly out of the method and 
icheme he had intended* for it was the 
ground-work of a much larger difcourfe ; 
and he was forry to obferve the materials 
io fooliihly employed. 

There is one farther objedion made by 

thofe 
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thofe who have anfwered this bode, as 
well as by feme others, that Peter is fre- 
quently made to repeat oaths and curfes. 
Every reader obfervcs, it was neceffary to 
know that Pefer did iwcar and curfc. 
The oaths are not printed out, but only 
fuppoied ; and the idea of an oath is not 
immoral, like the idea of a prophane or 
immodeft fpeech. A man may laugh at 
the popiih folly of curfiag people to hell, 
and imagine them fwearing, without any 
crime ; but lewd words, or dangerous 
opinions, though printed by halves, fill 
the ready's mind with ill ideas ; and of 
thefe the author cannot be accufed. For 
the judicious reader will find, that the 
fcvereft ilrokes of latyr, in his book, arc 
levelled againfl the modern cuftom of 
employing wit upon thofe topics, of which 
there is a remarkal^ iniftance in the 1 5^ 
157th pages, as well as in feveral others, 
thou^ perhaps once or twice eirprefle^ in 
too free a manner, excufable only for the 
reaibns already alledged. Some overtures 
have been made by a third hand to the 
bookfdler for the author's altering thofe 
paflages, which he thought might require 

it ; 
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it : but it feems the bookfeller will not 
hear of any fuch thing, being apprehen- 
five it might fpoil the fale of the book. 

The author cannot conclude this apology 
without making this one refleiStion ; that, 
as wit is the nobleft and moft ufeful gift of 
human nature, fo humour is the moft 
agreeable ; and where thefe two enter far 
into the compofition of any work, they 
will render it always acceptable to the 
world. Now, the great part of thofe who 
have no Ihare or tafte of either, but by 
their pride, pedantry, and ill manners 
lay themfelves bare to the lafhes of both, 
think the blow is weak, becaufe they are 
infenfible ; and where wit hath any mix- 
ture of raillery, it is but calling it Banter ^ 
and the work is done. This polite word 
of theirs was firft borrowed from the bul- 
lies in White-Friers^ then fell among the 
footmen, and at laft retired to the pedants, 
by whom it is applied as properly to the 
produ<9:ions of wit, as if I fliould apply 
it to Sir IfaacNewton% mathematics: but, 
if this bantering^ as they call it, be fo 
dcfpifeable a thing, whence comes it to 
pafs^they have fuch a perpetual itch to- 
wards 
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wards it themfelves ? to inftance only in 
the anfwerer already mentioned: it is 
,grievous to fee him in fome of his writings 
at every turn going out of his way to be 
waggifh, to tell us of a cow that pricked 
up her taili and, in his anfwer to this dif- 
courfehe fays, it is all a farce and a ladle \ 
with other paflages equally (hining. One 
may fay of thefe impedimenta literarum^ 
that wit owes them a fliame ; and they 
cannot take wifer counfel, than to keep 
out of harm's way, or at leaft not to come 
till they are fure they are called. 

To conclude ; with thofe allowances a- 
bove required this book (hould be read : 
after which, the author conceives, few 
things will remain, which may not be ex- 
cufed in a young writer. He wrote only. 
to the men of wit and tafte; and he thinks 
he is not miftaken in his accounts, when 
he fays they have been all of his fide, 
enough to give him the vanity of telling 
his name, wherein the world, with all 
its wife conje<aures, is yet very much in 
the dark ; which circumftance is no dif- 
agreeable amuiement either to the public 
or himfelf. 

•The 
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The author is informed, that the book- 
^llcr has prevailed on feveral gentlemen 
to write feme explanatory notes ; for the 
goodnefs of which he is not to anfwer, hav- 
ing never feen any of them, nor intending 
it till they appear in print ; when it is not 
unlikely he may have the pleafure to find 
twenty meanings, which never entered in- 
to his imagination. 

June 3, 1709. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE the writing of this, which was 
about a year ago, a proftitute book- 
feller hath publifhed afoolifhpaper, under 
the name oi Notes on the Tale of a tub^ with 
fome account of the author ; and with an 
infolence, which I fuppofe is punifhable 
by law, hath prefumcd to aflign certain 
names. It will be enough for the author 
to affure the world, that the writer of that 
paper is utterly wrong in all his conjec- 
tures upon that affair. The author far- 
ther afferts, that the whole work is in- 
tirely of one hand, which every reader of 
judgment will eafily difcover ; the gentle- 
man. 
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man, who gave the copy to the book- 
feller, being a friend of the author, and 
ufing no other liberties, beiides that of 
expunging certain paflages, where now 
the chafms appear under the name of de- 
Jiderata* But, if any perfon will prove hi& 
claim to three lines in the whole book, 
let him flep forth and tell his name and 
titles ; upon which, the bookfeUer fhall 
have orders to prefix them to the next 
edition, and the claimant (hall from hence- 
forward be acknowledged the undifputad 
author. 



Treatife 
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Treatifes written by the fame author y mofi 
of them mentioned in the following dif- 
courfes ; which will be fpeedily publifbed, 

AChara<9:er of the prefent fet of witi 
in this ifland. 
A panegyrical eflay upon the number 

THREE. 

A differtation upon the principal pro- 
duftions of Grub-flreet. 

Ledtures upon a difledion of human 
nature. 

A panegyric upon the world. 

An analytical difcourfe upon zeal, hif- 
tori-theo-phyji-logically confidered. 

A general hiiftory of ears, 

A modeft defence of the p^oceeding^ 
of the rabble in all ages. 

A defcription of the kingdom of ab- 
furdities, 

A voyage into England^ by a perlbn 
of quality in terra aufralis incognitay 
tranflated from the original. 

A critical eflay upon the art of cant • 
ing, philofophically, phyfically, and mu- 
£cally confldered. 

T O 



tHERlGHt HONOURABLit 

JOHN 

LORD S O M M E R a 



MY LOkD, 

ALTHOUGH the author has writ- 
ten a large dedication, yet that 
being addrefs'd to a prince, whom I am 
never likely to have the honour of being 
known to ; a perfon befides^ as far as 
I can obferve, not at all regarded, ot 
thought on by any of our prefent writ* 
ers ; and being wholly free from that 
llavcry, which bookfellers ufually lie unr 
der, to the caprices of authors } I think 
it a wife piece of prefumption to infcribe 
thefe papers to your Iprdfhip, and to im* 
plore your lordfliip's protedion of them« 
God and your lordfhip know theii" faults^ 
and their merits ; for, as to my own 
particular, I am altogether a ftranger to 
the matter j and though every body elfe 
Vol. r, i (hould 
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fhould be equally ignorant, I do not fear 
the fale of the book, at all the worfe, 
upon that fcore. Your lord{hip*s name 
on the front in capital letters will at any 
time get off one edition: neither WQuld 
I defire any other help to grow an alder- 
man, than a patent for the fole privilege 
of dedicating to your lordfhip. 

I fhould now, in right of a dedica- 
tor, give your lord(hip a lift of your own 
virtues, and at the fame time be very 
Unwilling to offend your modefty; but 
chiefly, 1 fhould celebrate your liberality 
towards men of great parts and fmall 
fortunes, and give you broad hints, that 
I mean myfelf. And I was juft going on, 
in the ufual method, to perufe a hundred 
or two of dedicationsj and tranfcribe an 
abftrad to be applied to your lordfhip j 
but I was diverted by a certain accident : 
for, upon the covers of thefe papers, I 
eafually obferved written in large letters 
the two following words, DETUR 
DIGNISSIMO; which, for aught I 
knew, might contain fome important 
meaning. But it unluckily fell out, that 
none of the authors I employ underftood' 
3 Latin ; 
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Latm ; (though I have them often in pay 
to tranflate out of that language) I was 
therefore compelled to have recourfe to 
the curate of our parifh, who engliflied 
it thus, Let it be givc7i to the worthieji ; 
and his comment was, that the author 
meant his work fhould be dedicated to 
the fublimeft genius of the age for wit, 
learning, judgment, eloquence, and wif- 
dom. I called at a poet's chamber (who 
works for my fhop) in an alley hard by, 
fhewed him the tranflation, and defired 
his opinion, who it was that the author 
could mean: he told me, after fome 
confideratioh, that vanity was a thing he 
abhorr'd ; butj by the defcription he 
thought himfelf to be the perfon aimed 
flt ; and, at the fame time, he very kind- 
ly offer'd his own affiftance gratis towards 
penning a dedication tohimfelf. 1 deiired 
him however to give a fecond guefs; why 
then, faid he, it muft be I, or my lord 
Somtners. • From thence I went to^everal 
other wits of my acquaintance, with no 
fmall hazard and wearinefs to my perfon 
from a prodigious number of dark, Vv'ind- 
ing ftairs ; but found thsrfi all in the fame 
- I 2 f^ory, 
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ftory, both of your lordfhip and them- 
felves. Now your lordQiip is to under- 
hand, that this proceeding was not of 
my own invention ; for I have fome- 
where heard, it is a maxim, that thofe, 
to whom every body allows the fecond 
place, have an undoubted title to the 
firft. 

This infallibly convinced me, that your 
lordfhip was the perfon intended by the 
author. But, being very unacquainted in 
the ftyle and form of dedications, I em- 
ploy 'd thofe wits aforefaid to furnifti me 
_with hints and materials towards a pane- 
gyric upon your lordfhip*s virtues. 

In two days they brought me ten 
iheets of paper fiU'd up on every fide. 
They fwore to me, that they had ranfack'd 
whatever could be found in the chara<fters 
of Socrates, Arijlides, EpaminondaSy CatOj 
Tully, Atticus, and other hard names, 
which I cannot now recolledt. However, 
I have reafon to believe, they impofed 
upon my ignorance ; becaufe, when I 
came to read over their colledions, there 
was not a fyllable there, but what I and 
every body elfe knew as well as them- 

felves : 
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(elves : therefore I grievoufly fufpeft a 
cheat; and that ihefe authors of mine 
flole and tranfcribed every word from the 
univerfal report of mankind. So that I 
look upon myfelf, as fifty fhillings out of 
pocket to no manner of purpofe. 

If, by altering the title, I could make 
the fame materials ferve for another dedi*- 
cation (as my betters have done) it would 
help to make up my lofs ; but, I have 
made feveral perfons dip here and there 
in thofe papers, and, before they read 
three lines, they have all affured me plain- 
ly, that they cannot poflibly be applied 
to any perfon befides your lordfhip. 

I e'xpeded, indeed, to have heard of 
.your lordihip's bravery at the head of 
an army ; of your undaunted courage in 
mounting a breach, or fcaling a wall ; 
or, to have had your pedigree trac'd in a, 
lineal defcent from the houfe o{ Aujlrta ; 
or, of your wonderful talent at drefs and 
dancing; or, your profound knowledge 
in algebra^ imtaphyfics^ and the oriental 
tongues. But to ply the world with an 
old beaten ftory of your wit, and elo- 
<juence, and learning, and wifdom, an^ 

I 3 juftice, 
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juftice, and politenefs, and candor, and 
evennefs of temper in all fcenes of life 5 
of that great difcernment in difcovering, 
and rcadinefs in favouring deferving men ; 
with forty other common topics : I con- 
fefsji I have neither confcience, nor coun- 
tenance to do it. Becaufe there is no 
virtue, either of a public or private life, 
which fome circumftances of your own 
have not often produced upon the ftage 
of the world ; and thofe few, which, for 
want of occafions to exert them, might 
otherwife have paffed unfcen or unobferved 
by your friends^ your ^ enemies have at 
length brought to light. 

It is true, I Should be very loth, the 
bright example of your lordfhip's virtues 
ftiould be loft to after-ages, both for their 
fake and your own ; but chiefly, becaufe 
they will be fo very neceflary to adori^ 
the hiftory of a laie ' reign ; and that h 
another reafon, why I would forbear to. 

*" In 1701 lord Semmtrs trial without them, and ac- 

was impeached by the com- quitted him. 

inons, who either finding ' K. If^tUiam'i ; whofe me- 

their proofs defeflive, or for mory he defended in the H. of 

other reafons, delay'd coming Lords againft fome invidious 

to a trial, and the ior<k reflexions of the £. of ^«M>«g- 

^heteupoa proceeded to the lxun\ 

make 
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make a recital of them here ; becaufe I 
have been told by wife men, that, as dcr 
dications have run for feme years paft, 
a good hiftorian will not be apt to have re- 
courfe thither in fearch of chara(f^ers. 

There is one point, wherein I think 
we dedicators would do well to change 
ourmeafures ; I mean, inftead of running 
on fo far upon the praife of our patron^ 
liberality^ to fpend a word or two in ad- 
miring their patience. I can put no greater 
compliment on your lordfliip's, than by 
giving you fo ample an occafion to exer- 
cife it at prefent. Though perhaps I 
fliall not be apt to reckon much merit 
to your lordfliip upon that fcor^, who 
having been formerly ufed to tedious ha- 
rangues ', and foinetimes to as little puf- 
pofe, will be the readier to pardon this j 
efpedally, when it is offered by one, who 
is with all relpedt and veneration, 

My Lord, 

Tour lordjhip's mojiobedientt 

and mofi faithful femantt 

The Bookfeller. 

^ ^xxjohn Scmmirs was at- lord hi|h chancellor and baron 
torney general; then made lord otExftfiammJpril i(>(^y. 
kosper of the feals in 1 692^ and 



I THE BOOKSELLER 

TO THE READER, 

IT is now ' fix years fince thefe papery 
caiDe firft to my hand, whiph f^ms 
to have been about a twelve-month after 
they were written ; for, the author tells 
ps in his preface to the firft treatife, that 
lie hath calculated it for the year 1 697, 
pnd in f^veral paflages of that difcourfe, as 
well as the fecond, it appears, they were 
written about that time. 

As to the author, I can give no manner 
of fatisfadion ; however, I am credibly 
Informed that this publication is without 
Jiis knowledge; for he concludes the copy 
is lofk^ having lent it to a perfbn, fince 
. dead, and being never in pofleffion of it 
after : fo that, whether the work received 
his |aft hand, or, whether he intended to 
^11 up the defedive places, is like to re- 
inain a fecret. 

If I fhould go about to tell the reader, 
by what accident I became mailer of thefc 
papers, it would in this unbelieving agQ 
pafs for little or more than the cant, or jar- 

t Tbe Tale of 4 Tub was ficft puUilhcd in 1704. 
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con of the trade. I therefore gladly fpare 
pothhim and myfelf fo unneceffary a trou- 
ble. There yet remains a difficult quef- 
tion, why I publilhed them no fooner. I 
forbore upon two accounts : firft, becaufe 
I thought I had better work upon my 
hands ; and fecondly, becauie I was not 
without fome hope of hearing from the 
author, and receiving his directions. But, 
I have been lately alarmed with intelli- 
gence of a furreptitious copy •, which a 
certain great wit had new poli(hed and 
refined, or as our prefent writers expre& 
themfeIves,^/W to the humour of the age ; 
as they have already done, with great feli- 
city, to Don ^ixote, Boccalini, la Bruyere^ 
and other authors. However, I thought 
it fairer dealing to offer the whole work in 
its naturals. If any gentleman will pleafc 
to furnifh me with a key, in order to ex- 
plain the more difficult parts, I ffiall very 
gratefully acknowledge the favour, and 
print it by itfelf, 

« %tt the Apolegy. 
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HIS ROYAl HIGHNESS 

PRINCE POSTERITY. 



S I R, 

IHE R E preknt your highnefs with the 
fruits of a very few leilure hours, fto- 
len from the fhort intervals of a world of 
bufiaefs, and of an employment quite 
alien from fuch amufements as this : the 
poor produdion of that refufe of time, 
^which has Iain heavy upon my hands, 
during a long prorogation of parliament, 
a great dearth of foreign news, and a 

The citation oatof Iraneus prince in his nonage, and Time 

in the title- page, which feeins as his governor; and (he author 

to be all Giiberifi}, is a form begins in a way very, frequent 

of initiation ufed antiently by with him, by peifonatingoiher 

the Marafian heretics. W. writers, who fometimes tMtx 

jetton, fuch reafons and excufes for 

It is the ufual ftyle of decri- publifliing their works, as they 

cd writers to appeal to Pofteri- ought chieiiy to conceal and b« 

ty> who is here reptefented at a afliamed of. 

tedious 
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tedious fit of rainy weather : for whicli, 
and other reafons, it cannot chufe ex- 
treamly to deferve fuch a patronage as 
that oi your highmfs^ whofe numberlefs 
virtues, in fo {^"w years, make the world 
look upon you as the future example to 
all princes : for although j^«r highnefi is 
hardly got clear of infancy, yet has the 
univerfal learned world already refolved 
upon appealing to your future di<93tes 
with the loweft and moft refigned iub- 
mifllon ; fate having decreed you fole 
arbiter of the produdions of human wit 
in this polite and mofl accomplifhed age. 
Methinks, the number of appellants were 
enough to (hock and ftartle any judge of 
a genius lefs unlimited than yours ; but, 
in order to prevent fuch glorious trials, 
the perforty it feems, to whofe care the 
education oiyour highnefi is committed, 
has refolved (as I am told) to keep you in 
almofl: an univerfal ignorance of our ftu- 
dies, which it is your inherent birthright 
to infpeA. 

. It is amazing to me, that this perfm 
fhould have affurance in the face of the 
fun to go about perfuading your highnefi 

that 
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that our age is almoft wholly illiterate, 
and has hardly produced one writer upon 
any fubjeft. I know very well, that when 
your highnefs fhall come to riper years, 
and have gone through the learning of 
antiquity, you will be too curious to 
negled enquiring into the authors of the 
very age before you : and to think that 
this infolent^ in the account he is prepa- 
ring for your view, deligns to reduce them 
to a number fu infignificant as I am a- 
fliamed to mention ; it moves my zeal 
and my fpleen for the honour and intereft 
of our vaft flourifhing body, as well as 
of myfelf, for whom, 1 know by long ex- 
perience, he has profeffed, and ftill con- 
tinues, a peculiar malice. 

It is not unlikely^ that, when your 
highnefs will one day perufe what I am 
now writing, you may be ready to ex- 
poftulate with your governor upon the 
credit of what I here affirm, and com- 
mand him to (hew you fome of our pro- 
dudions. To which he will anfwer, (for 
I am well informed of his defigns) by 
asking your highnefs^ where they are ? 
and what is become of them ? and pre- 
tend 
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tend it a demonftration that there ncFtf 
were any, becaufe they are not then to 
be found ; not to be found I who has 
miflaid them ? are they funk in the abyfs 
of things? it is certain, that in their own 
nature they were light enough to fwini 
upon the furface for all eternity. There- 
fore the fault is in him, who tied weights 
fo heavy to their heels, as to deprefs them 
to the center. Is their very eflence de- 
ftroyed ? who has annihilated them ? were 
they drowned by purges^ or martyred by 
fipesf who adminiftered them to th« 

pofteriors of -? But that it may no 

longer be a doubt yf\th.your kighnefs^ who 
is to be the author of this univerfal ruin } 
I befeech you to obferve that large and 
terrible fcythe^ which your governor af- 
feds to bear continually about him. Be ' 
pleafed to remark the length and ftrength, 
the fharpnefs and hardnefs of his ncdk 
and teeth: confider his baneful, abomi-* 
nable breathy enemy to life and matter, 
infedious and corrupting: and then re- 
fledl, whether it be poflible for any mortal 
ink and paper of this generation to make 
a fuitable redftance. Oh I that jv^r high-- 

nefs 
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nefi would one day refblve to difann this 
ufurping " tnaitre du palais^ of his furious 
.cngines> and bring your empire • bors de 
page. 

.. It were endlefs to recount the leveral 
methods of tyranny and deftru6lion, 
which your governor is pleafed to pratStife 
upon this occafion. His inveterate malice 
isfuch to the writings of our age, that of 
feveral thoufands produced yearly from 
this renowned city, before the next revo- 
lution of the fun there is not one to be 
heard of: unhappy infants, many of them 
barbaroufly deftroyed, before they have 
fo much as learnt their mother tongue to 
beg for pity. Some he ftifles in their 
cradles, others he frights into convulfions, 
whereofthey fuddenly die: feme he flays 
alive, others he tears limb from limb. 
Great numbers are offered to Moloch^ and 
the reft, tainted by his breath, die of a 
languifhing conlumption. 

** Comptrttttr. The king- dom was adminlAered by tl^ 

4om oT France had a race of mayor de pahitf till CharUt 

kings* which they call les rtjt Martel the lad tnayor put his 

fiifuans (from their doing no* maOer to death, and took th« 

thing) who lived laaly in their kingdom into his own hand, 
aparuncnts, while the king* * Out af gftardtanjiiif. 

But 



x6 DEDICATION TO 

But the concern I have mod at hearts 
is for our corporation oipoets^ from whom 
I am preparing a petition toyour higbnefs^ 
to be fubfcribed with the names of one 
hundred thirty-fix of the firft rate, but 
whofe immortal produdions are never 
likely to reach your eyes, though each 
of them is now an humble and an eameft 
appellant for the laurel, and has large 
comely volumes ready to Ihew for a fup- 
port to his pretenfions. The never-dying 
works of thefe illuftrious perfbns your 
governor^ fir, has devoted to unavoidable 
death ; and^o«r highnefs is to be made 
believe, that our age has never arrived at 
the honour to produce one fingle poet. 

We confefs immortality to be a great 
and powerful goddefs ; but in vain we 
offer up to her our devotions and our 
facrifices, ii your highnefs' s governor ^ who 
has ufurped the priejibcody muft by an 
unparallel'd ambition and avarice wholly 
intercept and devour them. 

To affirm that our age is altogether 
unlearned, and devoid of writers in any 
kind, feems to be an afTertion fo bold and 
fo falfe, that I have been fometime think- 
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ing, tlie Contrary iiiay almoft be proved bjr 
iincontrbulable demonflration. it is true 
indeed) that altho' their niimberis be Vaf^^ 
jand their productions numerous in propo:-^ 
tion, yet are they hurried fb haftily on the 
icene, that they efcape bur memory, kng. 
elude our fight* When I fil-ft thought df 
this addrefs, I had prepared £l copious lift 
'O'^ titles to prefent j'cl^r bighmfs^ as an un- 
disputed argument for what 1 affirm . Tht 
originals were ppfted frefh upoil all gate;! 
jand comers offtrcetsj but, returning h^ 
& very few hours to take a rcviewj they 
Vinerc all torn down, and Srefh ones irt 
their places i I enquired after them among 
headers and bobkfellers, but I enquired m 
Vaihj the memorial ofthtm was loji among 
,fneny th^e place was no more to itfoi&id i 
iahd i was laughed to fcorn for a tlomnz,tA 
a peddHty without dll tafte and refitiemehts 
little yerfed iii the coUrfe df prefent affair?* 
and that knew nothing df what had pafTc^ 
in th^ beft companies of court and tbwiii 
60 that i can only avow in general Uiyctir 
ingbitefiy that we do aboiiiid in learning 
. aild wit; but to fit updii particulars, is a 
talk too iiippery for my fiender abilities. 
Voib L K if 
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If I fliould venture in a windy <fay to af- 
'firm toyourhighnefsy th^ thesre is a feirge 
cloud near the horizon ill llhe 'form of a 
'hear^ another in thes;mr>&Withdie1icad 
iof an afs^ a third to the leftward tiritih 
Vitiws like a dragon ; vJxAyour 'Jughiufi 
ihould in a few minutes think^fit toexa- 
inine the tnith, it is certain, tney would 
a]] 1)6 changed in figure ahd^pofitioii, net^ 
'ones would arife, and all we could agree 
Hipon would be, that clouds there wef^ 
fmt that I was grofly miftaktn in ilieiswfc 
grapbj and topography of th^. 

But your governor ^^zIq^ may ftill ih- 

fift, and put the queftibn: What is then 

'become of thofe immenfe bales of paper, 

Vhich muft needs have been employed -dx 

[iuch numbers of books? can dicKe aUb 

be wholly annihilate, and (b of a fudden, 

as I pretend ? What fhall I &y in return 

of fo invidious an objeftion ? it ill befits 

the diftance between jwr ^^Ajri^ and 

me, to fend you for ocular convid^ion to 

^jahesy or an oven ; to the windows of a 

bofwdy-houfe^ or to a fordid iattthem* 

Books, like men their Ituthors, have ho 

more than one way of coming into, the 

••'wbrld, 



ymHf but di^ P^^^XcA thoui^nd t0 ign 
jrRDC of it, anfl.T^rn dp more. 

:! ppfpis tpjfOftr kfghnefs in the iiltegri-^ 
,^<oi;my Heart) -that, what I am going tp 
dty lis.litiei^aliy.tnie this minute I am writ- 
iillgt 9F^ «qvolutipns may happen b^fo^ 
iit-lhalll>e.rea(iy for your peru4lt I can l^ 
ifko mqons : warrant t however^ I beg ypuUi 
y^ccept it as a ipecimen of our learning, out 
,-{)plj[ten!?f^) ^dpur,wit» 1 4p therefore af-« 
-ibm upon the woid of a {incei;e,inan) that 
:the|e is npw ^uaUyin being a certain 
ipf^tf GB^lcd yo^ft Dty^^y whofe tiatiila<' 
rjtipn ^(ri^irgf/ was lately printed in a large 
:'£^> ^ell bound, and if diligent (earch 
iWtte.tpade, for aught.l know, is yet to he 
jil^n. -Th^re is another, called iV<7i6r^ 
-(?^/^» ;w}io is r^dy to make path| thdt he 
ihas ^ufed many r<pamsof yerfe to be pub« 
'ii0]ted,.^fhereof both himfelf and his book-^ 
.'^Uer (if lawfully required) cdn ftiil prp» 

duce authentic copies, and therefore won* 
.ijera why the world is pleafed to make fuck 
fii^iajret of ^t. There is a thitd, knoWil 

by the name of Tom Durfey^ a poet of a 
I'Vai^ comprehen^n, an utiiverfal gehitisf 

and;, moft Orofbund learning) There are 
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alfo one Mr. Rymer^ and one Mr. Dennis^ 
moft profound critics. There is a paf(m 
ftyled Dr. Bentley^ who has written near 
a thoufahd pages of immenfe erudition, 
giving a full and true account of a certain 
fquabble of wonderful importance between 
himfelf and a book feller * : he is a writer of 
infinite wit and humour ; no man rallies 
with a better grace, and in more iprightly 

■ turns. Farther I avow to your bigbnefs^ 
that with thefe eyes I have beheld the per- 
fon of William JVotton^ B. D. who h^ 
written a good fizeable volume agaiiift a 

friend of your governor' (from whom alas 

he muft therefore look for little favour) 
in a moft gentlemanly flilie, adorned with 
the utmoft politenefs and civility ; replete 
with difcoveries equally valuable for their 

■ novelty and ufe ; and embellifhed with 

■ traits of wit fo poignant and fo appofitCi 
that he is a worthy yokemate to his fore- 

■ mention*dyhV«d/. 

Why fhould I go upon farther parti- 
' culars, which might fill a volume with 

* Bmtley in his controverfy account of his dialogues with 

• with lord Orrtrj upon the ge- a bookfdler about the loan ini 

nuinenefs of Phalarit's' epiftles refiiturion of a MS. 
hu given, in a preflice, a long ' Sir ffl/tiam Tai^Uf ' 

* » ^i • the 
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the juft elogies of my contemporary bre* 
thren? I wall bequeath this piece of jus- 
tice to a larger work ; wherein I intend 
to write a character of the prefent fet of 
wifs in our nation : their perfons I (hall 
defcribe particularly and at length, their 
^nius and underftandings in mignature. 

In the mean time, I do here make bold 
to prefent^o«r highmfs with a faithful ab- 
ftra£b drawn from the univerfal body of 
all arts and fciences, intended wholly for 
your fervice and inftrudion : nor do I 
doubt in the leaft, hwtyour bighnefs will 
perufe it as carefully, and make as con- 
siderable improvements, as other young 
princes have already done by the many 
volumes of late years written for a help 
to their fludies '. 

ThsX your highmfs may advance in wis- 
dom and virtue, as well as years, and at 
laft out-fhine all your royal anceftors, 
fhall be the daily prayer of, 

SIR, 

X*; Your Highnef/s 

Moji devoted, 8cc.. 

* There were innumerable books printed for the ufe of' the 
Dmipbuu of Franu, 

K 3. THE 
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TH E wits of the prefent age being ip 
very numerous and penetrating, it 
(eeixis the grand^ss oi church 2j\^Jlate be- 
gin to fall under horrible apprehenfions 
Jeft theie gentlemen, during the interval 
of a long peace, ihoi;ld find leifure to picj. 
holes in the )veak fides of religion and go^ 
yernment. To prevent which, there has 
Jbfcp ii;iuch ^bought employed of late up7 
pn certain proje^s for taking off the force, 
and edge of thpfe forpjidapl^ enquirers^ 
ifroqfi canyaiing at)d reiifpning upon fiich 
^ipate poii^ts. They have at length fixed 
ppqn one, which will require fome time 
a$ VK^ll as cq^ to perfe<£t. Mean while> 
llj9 danger hourly encreafin^ by new le- 
vies of >vits all appointed (as there is rea.- 
iibn to. fear) >yith pen, ink, and paper> 
which may at an l;ioiu-*s warning be drawn 
out into pamphle|tjs, and other ofTenfiv^ 
jyeapons, ready for immediate execution ; 
ijt vy^ judged of abfolute necefHty, that 
^9gj^|^jefe^texp£d^nt be thought on, 'ti|l 
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the main defign cai^ be bfougkt- to ma* 
tOrity. To this end, at a grand com- 
inittee ibme days ago this important dif-r 
covefywas mad^ by a certain curious and 
l^fined obferver : that feamen have a cuf- 
toin, when they meet a whale^ to fling 
him out ap empty tub by way of amufe- 
pnent, to divert him from laying violent 
hands upon th? fhip. This parable was- 
immediately roythologifed: the 'whale viras 
interpreted to be Hobbes\ Leviatiaftywhich 
'to0es and plays with ^1 fchemes of rclir 
gion and government, whereof a great 
many are hollow, and dry, and emptyj 
and noiiy, and wooden, and given to ro^ 
tation : this is the leviathftny from whence 
the terribly wits of our age are (aid to bor- 
row their weapons. Thtfiip in danger 
is eafily underftopd to be its old antitype 
the commoimealth. But how to analyfe 
the tuby was a matter of difGculty : when, 
after long enquiry and debate, the literal 
meaning was preferved ; and it was de- 
creed, that in order to prevent thefe levia- 
thans from toiling and fporting with the 
eommomoealthy which of itfelf is too apt to 
jlu&uatfy they fhould be diverted from tha( 
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Mroe by a Tale of a Tub, And, my genius 
being conceived to lie not unhajppily that 
way, I had the honour done me to be en- • 
gaged in the perlbrmance. 
• This is the fole defign in publifliing the 
following treatife, which I hope will ferve 
for an interim of fome months to employ 
thbfe unquiet fpirits, *till the perfedihg of 
that great work ; into the lecret of which^ 
it is reafonable the courteous reader fhould 
have fome little light. 

It is intended, that a large academy be 
ere^ed, capable of containing nine thoii- 
fandfeven hundred forty and threeperfons: 
which by modeft computation is reckoned 
to be .pretty near the cunent number of 
wits in this ifland. Thefe are to be difpof- 
ed into the feveral fchools of this acade* 
my, and there purfue thofe ftudies to which 
their genius moft inclines them. The un- 
dertaker himlelf will publifh his propolals 
with all convenient fpeed, to which I 
(hall refer the curious reader for a more 
particular account, mentioning at preient 
only a few of the principal fchools: there 
is, firft, a hxgt paderqftic fchool, with 
French and Italian toA^en, There is, alio, 
- the 
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^^JpUmg icbool, a veryfpacmiimldingi 
the ^boofoT loohing-^igffes .* the ichool of 
fysmring : the fchoolof ^rr//£f .' tl^ fchool 
oifalivation : the fchool of bc^fy-horfes ; 
the fchool oljmtry: 'the ichool oitops: 
the (chool oijpleen: xhjiichocA.o£gamiftg: 
with many otAcr&, too. tedious to repount. 
j^fo perfon to bo admitted member intoanjf 
of theie (cbools without an atteftation un^ 
der two fufHcient perfons hands, certify- 
ing him to be a wii. 

But, to return : I am fuSciently in- 
truded in the principal dut^ of a pre- 
face, if my genius were capable of af riv^ 
ing at it Thrice have I forced my ima-r 
gination to make the tour of my invention^ 
and thrice it has returned empty ; the latr 
ter having been wholly drained by the fol- 
lowing treatife. Nat fo my more fuccefsr 
ful brethren the moderns ^ who will by do 
means let flip a preface or dedication, wi^- 
put fome notable diilingui/bing flrol^ tp 
furprife the reader at the entry, a^d Mi^-^ 
die a wonderful e^p£;)£):ation of wh^ istp 

* Tbis I think the aulliar nay sentuie to ccntire one, 
fhould have omittfd, it beiqg )vbo js fo ff vete a cenfMrer of 
•f die very fame nature with othen, perhaps with too little 

cnfue. 



THE HWEFACE. s^i 

cnfiie. QK:b^ wa& that ef a moft ingeiuoui^ 
poety yrhfy^ fbllkkidg his brain for fbme^ 
thnsgnew, eoj]^)aF«dhiB[)&lf totheitfiW'* 
IKM70,. ailiad hA9 paUktQOi to the patiittt. : tnk 
Vas * MfiQm^ reeefUf mdiSium ore aiiih. 
When- 1 went through that necefTaiy and 
Btible ^ cotii'fe e^ fludy, I had the hap^ 
pinefi to obferve many inch egrcgiou* 
touches^ whkh I ihall not injure the 
aulihors by traniplanting: becauie I have 
zemarked, that nothing is fo very tender 
as a ffiddtm piece of wit, and which is apt 
to flifier fo much in the carnage. Some 
things kc^ extreamly witty to-dajy otfafl^ 
ing^ or in ibisplacey or at eight a clocks oxih' 
verdbotthy atfpokeby Mr, Whatd'y'cairm» 
or in a.fummers morning : ^y of the 
which, fay the Imalleft tranfpo^ or milap-' 
plication, is utterly anninilate. Thus^ 
tar/ has its walks and purlieus^ out of 
which it may not ftray the breadth of an 
hair, upoh ptril of being loft. The im^ 
dems have artfully fixed this mercufy^t and 
reduced it to the drcumftaaces of time, 
|)lace, and peribn. Such a jeft there is, 

* Htr, Sotagfthihg vttrafeir- upon bdbre. 
ffinttjr* unTt n4 mm bi( I &«^grltfced^&<. 

diat 
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that will not pafs 6\itoiCovent-Garden^^ 
and fbch a one, that is no where intelli- 
gible but at Hyde-Park corner. Now,, 
though it fometimes tenderly affefe me to, 
confider, that all the towardly paflages I 
fhall deliver in the following treatife, will 
grow quite out of date and relifh with the 
firft fmfting of the preient fcene, yet I 
miift needs fublcribe to the juftice of this 
proceeding ? becaufe, I cannot imagine 
why We Should be at expence to fumifh 
wit for fucceeding ages, when the former 
have made no fort of provifion ioc ours^ 
wherein I fpeak the fehtiment of the very 
newfeft, and confequently the moft ortho-^ 
doy.h^ners, as- well as my own. How- 
ever, -being extreamly follicitous, that every 
accompliihed perfon, who has got into the 
tafte of wit calculated for this prefent 
month of /4ugufi, 1697, fliould defcend 
to the fery bottom of all the y^i/ww 
thoughbut this treatife ; I holdiit to lay 
down this general maxim : whatever rea- 
der defines to have a thorough comprcr 
heniion of an author's thoughts, c^not 
take a better method, than by putting 
himfelf into the eircumftances anidpoftures 

of 
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<£ Kfei that the writer was in upon every 
-important paflage, as it flowed from his 
•jpen : for this will introduce a parity, and 
.ftri<ft correfpondence of ideas between the 
.reader and the author. Now, to affift 
- the diligent reader in fo delicate an afFair> 
. as far as brevity will permit, I have recol*- 
.leded, that the ihrewdeft pieces of this 
treatife wcire.conceived in bed, in a garret; 
at. other, tim^, for a reafbn beil known 
to myfelf, I thought fit to fharperi my in- 
vention with hunger ; and in general, the 
whole work was begun, continued, • and 
ended, under a long courfe of phyfic, and 
a great want of money. Now, I do af- 
firm, it will be abfolutely impoflible for 
. the candid perufer to go along with me 
m a great many bright pafla^s, unlefs, 
upon the feveral difficulties emergent, he 
will pleafe to capacitate and prepare him- 
, felf by thefe diredtions. And this 1 lay 
down as my principal poftulatum, 

Becaufe I have profclTed to be a moil 

devoted fervant of all modernioxm&y I ap- 

' prehend fome ctjrious ui/ may objed 

againft me, for proceeding thus ^r in. a 

preface without declaiming, according to 

: " '. .• the 



fhe ciiftom againft the multitude oT.wriO" 
lers, whereof the whole multitudeof.wnfi* 
<ers xfiofl: reafonably complain. I am juft 
^comefrom periiiing fome hundreds 4f 
■prefecesy wherein the authors do at the 
qrery beginning addrefs the gentle reader 
concerning this enormous grievance. Of 
«thefe '1 have preferved a few examplasi 
cand'fhallfct them down as near -as anf 
^memory has been able to retain them. 

One begins thus ; 

'For a man to fet up for a 'writer^ -lAhm 
'fhe frefs faoarms withy &c. 

Another ; 

The tax upon paper does not lejfen -ibs 
number offcriblersy who daily pefter^ &c. 

'Another ; 

When every little would-be^-wit takesptH 
in hand, *tis in vain to enter the liftsy' CiC. 

Another ; 

To obferve what traps the prefs Jwarmt 
withy &cc» 

Another I 
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Ahbiiher'; 
Sir, It is merely in oiediefice tctjouncom- 
^mhndh that Ivinture into ttte-puHiicy jar 
Mitupon a Ufi c<Mfidepaiionw9iS<i^be i^a 
\farty mtkftUb kt ToiiBle gf^cribkn^ w:. 

.^Kow, 'iTiavt'ttjfb'Wbttts^ toy tjwto 

'^iiikife ftbm grtittiiig'thieYmttiter (if writ- 
'*tts a IrtrHanceto oUr'risltidh,*^^fteg%te- 
'-iiucwflfxtiaintadncitl the cdhjti«f/ift.?f<itcf^ 
-^palts offhefoUowJrig'cfifcottHc. ^econrfly, 
I do not well undeii»ftand"th<^jijfiice bf tins 
^tjTOcceding ; becdufe 1 obfetve irtariy of 

< tinefe 'polite prefaces to be *not •'oiily wotti 
"the lame hand, but -from thdfe, tvho ate 
' ittdft volutninoas in tfieir fa^cral .-prodtic- 
<tittas. tJpon-whieh, ■ I (hall tcU the reader 

aihtfrftale: 
A* mountebank, in Leieefter-Fieldsy had 

< (drawn, a hugeafUcmbly about him. Among 
"the>reft, a fat unwieldy fellow, half flified 

in the prefs, would be every "fit crying 
out, Lord I what a filthy cfbiid isr here ? 
pray, good people, give way a little. 'Blefs 
^ me I -what a detil has raked this rabble to-^ 
gbther: z^-^, ^at fqttebdrtg^is thiti 

honeft 
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honed friend, remove your elbow. At 
laft a weaver^ that flood liext hiai> could 
hold no longer. A plague confound you 
(faidhe) for an overgrown floven ; add 
who, in the devil*s name, I wonder, helps 
tb make up the croud half fo much as 
yourfelf? Don't you confider, withapox^ 
that ypu take up more room with that 
..carcais than any five here ? is not the 
, place as free for us as for you ? bring your 
own guts to a reafbnable compafs, and be 
d'^n'd, and then I'll engage we fhall have 
foom enough for us all. 

There are certain common privileged 
of a writer, the benefit whereof, I hope^ 
. there will be no reafon to doubt ; parti- 
.cularly, that, where 1 am not underftood) 
it fhall be concluded, that fomething vexy 
ufeful and profound is couched under- 
- neath : and again, that whatever word or 
fentence is printed in a different chai^cri 
fhall be judged to contain Something ex- 
traordinary either oiwit Hxfublimek . 

As for the liberty I have thought &t to 
take of praifing myfelf, upon fonie ocCsl- 
fions or none ; I am fure it will need do 
excufe, if a multitude of great examples 

■ be 
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b^ allowed fufficient authority: for it is 
hpre to be noted, that praife was origi- 
nally a penfion paid by the world \ but 
the moderns^ finding the trouble and 
charge too great in colleding it, have 
lately bought out the fee-Jimple ; finCe 
which time, the right of prefentation is 
wholly in ourfelves. For this reafon it is, 
tliat, when an author makes his own elogy, 
he ufes a certain form to declare and infiA 
upon his titled which is commonly in 
thefe or the like words, I /peak without 
vanity, which I think plainly fhews it to 
be a matter of right and juftice. Now, I 
do here once for all declare, that in every 
encounter of this nature through the fol- 
[pwing treatife the form aforefaid is impli- 
ed ; which I mention, to fave the trou-* 
ble of repeating it on fo many occafions. 

It is a great eafe to my confcience, that 
[ have written fo elaborate and ufeful 
I difcourie without one grain of fatyr 
Intermixed ; which is the fole point, 
yvherein I have taken leave to dident 
From the famous originals of our age and 
:ountry. I have obferved fome fatyrifts 
xi ufe the public much at the rate, that 

Vol. I. L pedants 
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pedants do a naughty^ boy ready horfed 
for difcipline : fir ft, expoftulate the cafe, 
then plead the neeeflity of the rod from 
great pro^ocatioiK, and ccMiclude every 
period wkh a lafh. Now, if I know any 
thing of mankind, thefe gentlemen might 
very welt fpare their reproof and correc- 
tion : for there is not, through all nature, 
another fb callous and infenfiblea member 
as the world's pofteriorSy whether you ap- 
ply to it the toe or the birch, Befides, 
raoft of our late fatyrifts feem to lie under 
a fort of miftake; that, becaufe riettles 
have the prerogative to fting, therefore 
all other weeds muft do fa too. I make 
not this comparifon out of the leaft de- 
fign to detraft fromthefe worthy writers: 
for it is well known among mythologifls^ 
that weeds have the preheminence over 
all other vegetables; and therefore the 
firft monarch of this ifland, whofe tafte 
and judgment were fo acute and refined, 
did very wifely root out the rofes from the 
collar of the order y and plant the thiftles 
in their ftead, as the nobler flower of the 
two. For which reafon it is conjectured 
by profpunder antiquaries, that the faty- 

rical 
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rfcal itch# fa prevalent in this part of our 
klandj was firfl brought among us from 
beyond the Tweed, iiere Jnay it loiig 
^uri(hf and abound : may it fiirrive and 
iicgleft: the fcorti of the world, with as" 
ftiuch 6afe and contempt, as the worlds 
is infenfible to the kmes of it. May 
their own dulnefs, or that of their party^ 
be no difc()uragement for the authors to 
proceed; but let them remember, it is 
with toifs as with razors^ which are never 
fo apt to cut thofe they are employed on, 
as when they have loft their edge. Befides, 
thofe, whofe teeth are too rotten to bite, 
dre beft, of all others, qualified to re- 
venge that defe<3: with their breath. 

I am n6t like other men, to envy or 
tmdervalue the talents I cannot reach ; for 
which reafon I muft needs bear a true 
honour to this large eminent feft of our 
Britijh writers. And I hope, this little 
panegyric will not be offenfi ve to their ears, 
fincc it has the advantage of being only 
defigned for themfelves. Indeed, nature 
herfelf has taken order, that fame and 
honour (hould be purchafed at a better 
penny-worth by fatyr, than by any other.' 
L 2 produAions 
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produdions of the brain, the world being 
fooneft provoked to praife by laJheSy as 
men are to love. There is a problem in 
an ancient author^ why dedications, and 
other bundles of flatter)!*, run all upon 
ftale mufty topics without the fmallefl 
tindure of any thing new, not only to 
the torment and naufeating of the chrif- 
tian reader, but, if not fuddenly prevent- 
ed, to the univerfal fpreading of that pef- 
tilent difeafe, the lethargy, in this ifland : 
whereas there is very little fatyr, which 
has not fomething in it untouched before. 
The defeds of the former are ufually im- 
puted to the want of invention among 
thofe, who are dealers in that kind ; but, I 
think, with a great deal of injuftice, the 
folution being eafy and natural ; for, the 
materials of panegyric, being very few in 
number, have been long fince exhaufted. 
For, as health is but one thing, aftd has, 
been always the fame, whereas difeafes 
are by thoufands, . befides new and daily 
additions; fo, all the virtues that have 
been ever in mankind, are to be counted 
upon a {^^ fingers ; but his follies and 
vices are innumerable, and time adds 
^ ^ hourly 
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hourly to the heap. Now the utmoft sl 
pocfr poet can do, is to get by heart a 
lift of the cardinal virtues, and deal them 
with his utmoft liberality to his hero or 
his patron : he may ring the changes as 
^r as it will go, and vary his phrale 'till 
he has talked round : but the reader quick- 
ly finds it is all' porky with a little varie- 
ty of fauce. For there is no inventing 
terms of art beyond our ideas ; and, when 
our ideas are exhaufted, terms of art muft 
beibtoo. 

But, though the matter for panegyric 
were as fruitful as the topics of fatyr, yet 
would it not be hard to find out a fuf- 
ficient reafon, why the latter will be al- 
ways better received than the firft. For, 
this being beftowed only upon one, or a 
few perfbns at a time, is fiire to raife 
envy, and confequently ill words from 
the reft, who have no fhare in the blef- 
fing : but fatyr, being levelled at all, is 
never refented for an offence by any, fince 
every individual perfon makes bold to 
underftand it of others, and very wifely 
removes his particular part of the burthen 

' Plutarcbi 

L 3 upon 
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upon die flioulders of the worU, Whkk 
are broad enough, and able to bpaf it, 
To this purpofe, I have ibmetiines je-r 
fleded upon the difoence between /^tbem 
i|nd England with refped to the pojnt 
before us. In the " Attic commoiiwj^lth 
it was the privilege and birth-right of 
every citizen and poet tp rail ^oud, 4n4 
jii public, or to expofe upon the ftage, 
by name, any perfon they pleaied, though 
of the greateft figjire, wJhether a Cr^on, 
an Hyperholusy an Alcibiades^ or g Demofr 
thenes : but, on the other fide, the Ipaft 
refleding word let fall againft the pegph 
in general, was immediately $^ught up, 
and revenged upon the authors, hQW^v^ 
conflderable for their quality pr their 
merits , Whereas in England it is juft th? 
reverfe of all this. Here, you may iecurer 
\y difplay your utmo/l rhetoric agaioft 
mankind, in the face of the world; teU 
them, ** What all are gqne afiray ; tk(kt 
^* there is notie that doth goad^ no not one \ 
*^ that we live in the very dregs oftivt$ | 
^* that knavery and atheifm are epidemic 
*^ as the pox'y that hcnefiy isjkd with Air 

> Vid. Xen. 
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** tnea ;'* with any other commoa plafces, 
gqually new and eloquent, which are fiir- 
4;ufhed by the "fplendida bilis. And when 
you have done, the whole audience, far 
irom being ofiended, ihiaU return you 
thanks, as a deliverer of precious and u&^ 
fill truths. Nay farther; it is but to 
venture your lungs, and you may preach 
in Covent-Garden againil foppery and 
fornication, and fometbing elfe : againft 
pride, and diilltnulation, and bribery, at 
White^tlall; you may expofe rapine and 
injuftice in the inm ol court chapel : and 
in a city pulpit, be as fierce as you plealie 
.againft avarice, hypocrily, and extortion. 
'Xis but a ball bandied to and fro, and 
every man carries a racket about him to 
.ilrike it from him(elf among the reft of 
the company. But, on the <^her fide, 
whoever Oiould miftake the nature oJF 
things fb far, as to drop but a {ingle hint 
in public, howfucb a me ftarved half the 
fleet, and half poifbned the reft: how 
Juch a one^ from a true principle of lovt 
and honour^ pays no debts but for wenches 
9SM^play ; hoiwfucb a one has got a dap, 

L 4 and 
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and. runs out of his eftate : ' how Paris, 
bribed hy Juno and Venus\ loth to of- 
fend either party, flept out the whole 
caufe on the bench: or, how fuch an 
orator makes long fpeeches in the fenate 
with much thought, little fenfe, and to 
no purpofe 5 whoever, I fay, fhould ven- 
ture to be thus particular, muft .expedt 
to beimprifoned {oifcandalummagnatum\ 
•to hdiVQ challenges fent him ; to be fued 
for defamation ; and to be brought before 
the bar of the houfe. - 

But I forget that I am expatiating on 
a fubjed, wherein I have no concern, 
having neither a talent nor an inclination 
for fatyr ! on the other fide, I am fo in 
tirely Satisfied with the whole prefeit pro- 
cedure of human things, that I have been 
fome yews preparing materials towards 
A panegyric upon the world i to which I 
- intended to add a fecond part, entitled, A 
inodeji defence of the proceedings of the rab- 
ble in all ages. Both thefe I had thoughts 
to publifh, by way of appendix to the 

* Junt and Venus^ are mo- reflexions were caft about that 

ney and a miflrefs ; very pow- time, but I cartnot fix tike per- 

ertui bribes to a judge, if fcan- fon intended here. ' 
(Isl fays true. I remember fych 

- following 
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following treatife ; but finding my com- 
mon-place book fill much flower than I 
had reafbn to expe£^, I have chofen to 
defer them to another occafion. Befides, 
I have been unhappily prevented in that 
defign by a certain domeftic misfortune, 
in the particulars whereof, tho* it would 
be very Tea(bnable, and much in the tno-r 
dern way, to inform thegentle reader j and 
would adfo be of great afliflance towards, 
extending this preface into the fize now 
in vogue, which by rule ought to be /arge 
in proportion as the fubfequent volume is 
fmalh^ yet I fhall now difmifs our im- 
patient reader from any farther attendance 
at the porch ; and, having duly prepared 
his mind by a preliminary difcourfe, fhall 
gladly introduce him to the fublime myf- 
teries, that enfue. 
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TALE of a TUB. 

THE INTJIOPUCTIQN, 

WHOEVER hath an ambition to 
he heard ^n a cropd, muft preiiy 
^nd Squeeze, and thru((, and climb) with 
indefatigable pains, 'till he has exalted 
himfelrto a 5:ertain de^ee of altitude 
^ftbove them. Now in.' all ^flemblies, 
though you wedge them ever lb clofe, 
we may obferve this peculiar property, 
Ithat Qver their beads there is room enough, 
bqt how to reach it is the difficult point ; 
it being ^ b^d to get quit of number^ as 



?adere ad auras ^ 
ffoc ppuSf bk lahor fft* 

To this end the philofopher's way in 
■gll ages has been by ^re^ng certain idi" 

* But to return, and vtev the cheerful flctei | 
^ tt^s dK taflc and inighty .)aW>ur liq. 
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Jices in the air : but, whatever piadicc 
and reputation *thefe kind of ftrtiaures 
have formerly poffeffed, or may ftill con- 
tinue in, not excepting even that of So- 
crates, when he was fu^nded in a bafket 
to help contemplation ; I think, with due 
fubmifHon, they (eem to labour under two 
inconveniences. Firji'y That the founda- 
tions .being laid too high, they have been 
often out oi fight, and ever out oibedrr 
ing. Secondfyi That the n^terials, being 
very tranfitory, have fuffer^ ^lUch front 
inclemencies of . air efpecially in thefe 
north-vveft regiona. ... 

Therefore, towards;thejuft petformantt 
of this great work there remain but three 
methods, that I can think on ; whereof 
the wifdom of our anceftors being higEfy 
fentible, has, to encourage all afpiring ad- 
venturers, thought fit to ere<a three wooden 
machines for the ufe'ofthofe orators, who 
defire to talk much withcdut interruption. 
.Thefeare, the pulpit, the. ladder, and the 
^age-itinerant. For, as to the ^^ though 
it DC compounded of the fame matter, 
and defigned for the fame u&, it cannot 
however be well allowed the honour of a 

. fourth, 
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foardi, by reafon of its level or inferior 
fituation expofing it to perpetual internjp- 
tion from collaterals. Neither can the. 
bench itfelf, though raifed to a proper e- 
minency, piit in a better claim, whatever 
its advocates infill on. For, if they plea/e 
to look into the original "deiign of its e- 
redion, and the >circumftances or adjunds 
fubfervient to that defign, they will loon 
acknowledge the prefent pradice exadly 
correfpondent to the primitive inftitution, 
and both to anfwer the etymology of the 
name, which in the Phcenician tongue is 
a word of great fignification, importing, 
if literally interpreted, the place ofjleepy 
but in common acceptation, a feat well 
boljlered and cufbioned^ for the repofe of 
old and gouty limbs : fenes ut inotia tuta 
recedant. Fortune being indebted to them 
this part of retaliation, that, as formerly 
they have long talked^ whilft other flepty 
lb now they may fieep as long, whilft 
others talk. 

But if no other argument could occur 
to exclude the bench and the bar from the 
lift of oratorial machines, it were fuffici- 
ent, that the admiftion of them would^ 

overthrow 



46 tstRot^iJtrioit, 

overthrow a nurtnbef, which I was r6foJ*'-» 
ed to ertabKfli'y whatever argmiient it 
might ebft mt; ki imitation of that pru- 
dent method obi^f/ed by many other phi- 
lofophets and great clei^ksj whofe chief 
art in divifion ha* been to gjlrow fond of* 
ibme proper myftical number, which their 
imagmatioils have rendered iacred, to a 
degree, that they force Common reafon to 
find room for it in cvei»y pirt of nature i 
reducing, including, and a<5»fting every 
geffus and ^^c/>x within that compafs, by 
coupling fome againft their wills, and 
banifhing others at any rate. Now, among 
all the reft, the profound number THREE 
is that, which hath mofl: employed my 
fublimeft fpeculations, nor ever without 
vi^onderful delight. There is how in^ the 
prefs, and will be publiflied next term, a 
panegyrical eflay of mine upon this num- 
ber, wherein I have by moft convincing 
proofs n^ only reduced the fes/es and the 
ilemmts under its banner, but brought 
over fcveral dcferters from its two great 
rivals, SEVEN and NINE. 

Now, the firft of thefe oratorfal ma-* 
chines in place, as well as dignity, is the 

fulpit» 
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pidpit. Of pulfitf there are in this ifland: 
femat forts ; bur T efteem only thiat made 
of timber from iSasJyhia Caledonia^ which 
agrees very well' with our climate. If it 
be trpon i«s cfccay, it is the better botti? 
for conveyance of £)udd, and for othef 
reaibns ta be mentioned by and by. The 
degree of perfedion in (hape and lize I 
take toconiiftin being extreamly narrow, 
with little ornament, and beft of all with- 
thit a cover (for, by antient rule it ought 
tb be the only uncovered 'Oeffel in every 
s^iembly, where it is rightfully ufed) by 
which: means, from its near refemblance 
to a pillory, it will ever have a mighty in- 
fluence on human ears; 

Of ladders I need lay nothing : it is 
obierved by foreigners themfelves, to the 
honour of our country, that we excel all' 
nations in our pradice and underftanding 
of this machine. The afcending orators 
do not only oblige their audience in the a- 
greeable delivery, but the whole world, 
in the early publication of their {peeches ; 
which I look upon as the choiceA treafury 
of our Britijb eloquence, and whereof, I 
am informed, that worthy citi;zen an(i^ 

book- 
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bookfeller, Mr. John Dunton, hath made 
^ faithful and a painful coUedion, which 
I^e fliortly deiigns to publifh in twelve 
volumes in folio, illuftrated with cppjpcr- 
plates. A work highly ufeful and curious, 
and altogether worthy of fuch a hand. 

The kft engine of orators is the * ftage. 
itinerant y ereded with much fagacity, •* 
fub Jove pluvio, in trivHs ^ quadrivHs, It 
is the great feminary of the two former, 
and its orators are fometimes preferred to 
the one, and fometimes to the other, in 
proportion to their defervings, there being 
a ftridl and perpetual intercourfe between 
all three. 

From this accurate dedudion it is ma- 
nifeft, that for obtaining attention in pub- 
lic there is of neceflity required 2ifuperior 
pojiticn of place. But, although this point 
be generally granted, yet the caufe is lit- 
tle agreed in ; and it feems to me, that 
very few philofophers have fallen into a 
true, natural folution of this phanomenon. 
The deepefl account, and the moft fairly 

* It the motmttbank't flagtj * In the open air, and in 

whofe orators the author de> ftreets where the greateft re- 

termines either to the galtni/s fort is. 
or a unveittidi, 

digefted 



JNTRODUGtlON^ 49 

digcfted of any I have yet met with, ia 
this J that air being a heavy body, and 
therefore, according to the fyftem of 
' Epicurus^ continually defcending, mlift 
needs be more fo,when loaden and prefiea 
down by words j which are alfo bodies of 
much weight and gravity^ as it is manifeft 
from thofe deep imprejftom they make and 
leave upon us ; and therefore muft be de* 
livered from a due altitude, or elfe they 
will neither carry a good aim, nor fall 
down with a fufBcient force. 

^ Corpoream quoque enim vccctH csnftafi 
fatendum eft^ 
Et fonitunty quoniam pojfunt impeller^ 
fmfuSk Lucr, Lib. 4* 

And I am the readier to favour this 
conjecture from a common obfervationj 
that in the feveral affemblies of thefe ora*» 
tors, nature itfelf hath inftruded the 
hearers to (land with their mouths open, 
and ereded parallel to the horizon,, (o a* 
they may be interfered by a perpendicu^ 

^ Lturtt. Lib. 4. 

^ 'Til certain then, that i)mf that thus caft wound| 
Is all matirM'^ hdy cycry fiund. 

Vol. I, M lar 



^d INTRODUCTION. 

lar line from the zenith to the centet of 
the earth. In which pofition, if the au- 
dience be well compaft, every one carriw 
home a fhare, and little or nothing is loft. 
I confefs, there is fomething yet more 
refined in the contrivance and ftru<aure 
of our modern theatres. For, firft, the 
pit is funk below the ftage with due re- 
gard to the inftitution above- deduced; 
that whatever weighty matter fhall be de- 
-livered thence, whether it be lead or goldy 
may fall plum into the jaws of certain 
criticsy as I think they are called, which 
iland ready opened to devour them. 
Then, the boxes are built round, and 
raifed to a level with the fccne, in de- 
ference to the ladies ; becaufe, that large 
portion of wit, laid out in raifing pru- 
riences and protuberances, is obferved to 
run much upon a line, and ever in a cir- 
cle. The whining paflions, and little 
ftarved conceits are gently wafted up by 
their own extreme levity to the middle 
region, and there fix and are frozen by 
the frigid underftandings of the inhabi- 
tants. Bombaftry and buffoonry, by ma- 
ture lofty and light, foar higheft of all, 

and 
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and would be loft in the roof^ if the pril^ 
dent archited had not with much fore- 
fight contrived for them a fourth placcj 
called tAe twehi-penny-gallery^ and there 
planted a fuitable colony, who greedily 
intercept them in their pafTage. 
' Now this phyfico-logical fchemc 6^ ora- 
torial receptacles or machines contains a 
great myftery, being a type, a fign^ an 
emblem, a fhadow, a fy mbolj bearing 
analogy to the fpacious commori wealth of 
Writers, and to thofe methods by which 
they muft exalt themfelves to a certain 
eminency above the inferior world. By 
the pulpit are adumbrated the writings of 
our modern faints in Great-Britain^ aa 
tliey have fpiritualifed and refined them 
from thedrofsand groflhefs oifenfe and hu-^ 
man reafon. The matter, as we have faidj 
is of rotten wood ; and that upon two con- 
fiderations ; becaufe it is the (quality of* 
rottcii wood to give light in the dark : and 
fecondly, becaufe its cavities are full of 
worms j which is a • type with a pair of 

• The two principal qtla- two different fares ofhiswMt- 

lifications of a fanatic prcachet ings arej to be burnt or worm' 

are, his inward light, and his eaten. 
iiead fiill of maggots ; and the 

M 2 ' handles, 
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handles, having a refpeft to the two prin- 

ci,:>al qualifications of the orator, and the 

twodifferentfatesattending upon his works. 

The ladder is an adequate fymbol of 

faSiiotty and of poetry ^ to both of which 

fo noble a number of authors are indebted 

for their fame. ' Oi foBicny becaufe * 
' » ♦ « ♦ « .,. 

* * ♦ ♦ • • tfV"* 

« * ♦ * « Mo. 

* * * ' « ♦ • Oi poetry, 
becaufe its orators dioperorare with a fong; 
and becaufe climbing up by flow degrees, 
fate is fure to turn them off before they 
can reach within many fteps of the top : 
and becaufe it is a preferment attained by 
transferring of propriety, and a confound- 
ing of meum and tuum. 

Under the Ji^-^ge itinerant are couched 
thofe produdions defigned for the pleafure 
and deh'ght of mortal man ; fuch 2i^^f^x-^ 
penrty-worth of wit ^ Wefiminfler drolleries^ 
delightful tales y compleat jefters^ and the 

^ Here is pretended a defcd to enter on ihc fubjcS, or 

in the manukript; and this is when it is a matter of little 

very frequent with our author, moment, pr perhaps to aa)ufe 

either when he thinks he can- his reader, whereof he is fre- 

not fay any thing worth read- quer.tly very fond \ or, laftly, 

iug, or when he has no mind with fome fatyrical intentkn. 

like; 



INTRODUCTION. 5g 

like; by which the writers of and for 
GRUB-STREET have in thefe latter 
ages f® nobly triuiliphed over time ; have 
clipped his wings, pared his nails, filed 
his teeth, turned back his hourglafs, blunt- 
ed his Icythe, and drawn the hobaa.ls out 
of his (hoes. It is under this clafs, I have 
prefumed to lift my prefent treatife, being 
juft come from having the honour confer- 
red upon me, to be adopted a member cf 
that illuftrious fraternity. 

Now, I am not unaware, how the pro- 
dudions of the Grub-fireet brotherhood 
have of late years fallen under many pre- 
judices, nor how it has been the per- 
petual employment of twoy«worftart-up 
Societies to ridicule them and theirauthors, 
as unworthy their eftablifhed poft in the 
commonwealth of wit and learning. Their 
own confciences will eafily inform them, 
whom I mean ; nor has the world been fo 
negligent a looker-on, as not to obfervc 
the continual efforts made by the focieties 
oi Grefham* ^n6. o^*Wiirs to edify a 

nam^ 

' Grtfham college was the removed to Crsnt-Caurt in 
place where the Royal Society FUtt'Strttt.' 
then met, from whence they « ff^ilPs nffit-btHft in C#» 

M 3 
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name ^nd reputation upon the ruin of 
P U R S. And this is yet a more feeling 
crief to us, upon the regards of tendemefs 
^s well as of juftice, when we refle<9: on 
their proceedings not only as unjuit, but 
^s ungrateful, undutiful, and unnatural. 
For how can it be forgot by the world or 
themfelves, to fay nothing of our own re- 
gordsTj which are full and clear in the 
point, that they both are feminaries not 
only of our plantings but pur watering too? 
I am informed, our two rivals have lately 
niade an offer to enter into the lift§ with 
united forces, and challenge us toa compa- 
rifon of books, both as to weight and num- 
ber. In return to which, with licence from 
our prejidenty I humbly offer two anfwer^; 
firft, we fay, the propofal is like that 
which Archimedes made upon 2i*fmaller 
affair, including an impoilibility in the 
practice ; for, where can they find fcales of 
f^/>^cjf/y enough for the ftrfl, or an arithme- 
tician of capacity enough for the fecond. 
Secondly, we are ready to accept the chal- 

i-ent-Garden was formerly the may be forgotten, and want 

place where th^ poets ufually this explanation. 
<nct, whiich, though it be yet « Viz. About moving tb(! 

(refli in qieoioryj irt fome years earth. 

Jengeil 
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lenge ; but with this condition, that a third 
indifferent perfon be afligned to whofe im- . 
partial judgment it ihould be left to de-. 
cide, which fociety each book, treatife or 
pamphlet do moft properly belong to. 
This point, God knows, is very far from, 
being fixed at prefent : for, we are ready 
to. produce a catalogue of fome thoufands, 
which in all common juftice ought to be 
entitled to our fraternity, but by the rcr 
volted new and new-fangled writers moll 
perfidioully afcribed to the others. Upoq 
all which, we think it very unbecoming 
our prudence, that the determination fhould 
be remitted to the authors themfelves ], 
when our adverfaries by briguing and ca- 
txilling have caufed founiverfal a defedlion 
from us, that the greateft part of our fociety 
hath already deferted to them, and out 
nearefl friends begin to ftand aloof, as if 
they were half-afliamed to own us. 

This is the utnioft I am authorifed to 
fay upon fo ungrateful and melancholy a 
fubjedt ; becaufe we are extreme unwill- 
ing to inflame a controverfy, whofe con- 
tinuance may be fo fatal to the interefts of 
us all, defiring much rather that things 
,. ■ M 4r ' bfi 
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jbe amicably compofed ; apd we fliall fo 
far advance on our fide, as to be ready to 
jeceivp the two prodigals with open arms 
whenever they fhall think fit to return 
from their hujks and their harlots ; which, 
J think, from the * prefcnt courfe of their 
fludies they moft properly may be faid to 
be engaged in ; and like an indulgent pa- 
rent continue to them opr affedipn and 
pur blefling. 

But the greateft maim given to that 
general reception, which the writings of 
our fociety have formerly received (next 
to the tranfitory ftatc of all fublunary 
things) hath been a fuperficial vein among 
many readers of the prcfent age, who will 
by no means be pcrfuaded to inlped be- 
yond the furface and the rind of things ; 
whereas, wifdom is a fox^ who, after long 
hunting, will at laft coft you the pains 
to dig out : it is a cheefe^ which, by how 
much the richer, has the thicker, the 
homelier, and the coarfercoat; and where- 
pf to a Judicious palate the maggots are 
the beft : it is 2i Jhck-foJJ'et, wherein the 
peeper you go, you wHl find it the fweetey. 

f yirtupfocxperiincnts^ apdmedcrncoaiediet. 

Wifdm 
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Wijdom is a hen^ whofe cackliiig we muft 
valiie and confidcr, bccaufe it is attended 
with an egg: but then kftiy, it is a nut^ 
whith, unlefs you chufe with judgment, 
may coft you a tooth, and pay you with no- 
thing but a worm. In confequence of thefc 
moilientous truths, the gruhaan feges 
have always chofen to convey their pre- 
cepts and their arts fliut up within the ve- 
hicles of types and fables, which having 
been perhaps more careful and curious ia 
adorning, than was altogether neceflary, 
it has fared with thefe vehicles, after the 
ufualfate of coaches over finely pain ted and 
gilt ; that the tranfitory gazers have fo 
dazzled their eyes, and filled their ima- 
ginations with the outward luftre, as nei- 
ther to regard or confider the perfon or 
the parts of the owner within. A misfor- 
tune we undergo with fomewhat lefs re-« 
ludancy, becaufc it has been common to 
us with Pythagoras, -^fePy Socrates, and 
other of our predeceffors.. 

However, that neither the world, nor 
ourfelves, may any longer fuffer by fuch 
iTiifiinderflandings, I have beei) prevailed 
on, after much importunity from my 

friend?. 



5« INTRODUCTION. 

friends, to travel in a compleat and labo-, 
rious differtation upon the prime produc- 
tions of our fociety, which, befides their 
beautiful externals for the gratification of 
fuperficial readers, have darkly and deeply 
couched under them the mofl finiihed and 
refined fyflems of all fciences and arts ; as 
I do not doubt to lay open by untwifting 
or unwinding, and either to draw up by ex- 
Sintlation, or difplay by incifion. 
- This great work was entered upon fbme 
years ago by one of our inoft eminent 
members : he began with the hiftory of 
*■ Reynard the fox ^ but neither lived topub- 
lifh his elTayj nor to proceed farther in fo 
ufeful an attempt, which is very much to 
be lamented, becaufe the difcovery he 
made, and communicated with his friends, 
isnow univerfally received ; nor do I think. 
Any of the learned will difpute that famous 
treatife to be a compleat body of civil 
knowledge, and the revelatkriy or rather 
the apocalypfe of all flate arcana. But the 
progrefs I have made is much greater, 

■ The author feems here to which I take to be the original ; 

bemiAakcn, for I have feen a for the reft, it has been thought 

Latin edition of Reynard the by many people to contain 

6>x ab*vc a hundred years old, fome fatyrical defign in it. 
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Laving already finiiKed my annotations 
upon feveral dozens; from fome of which, 
I fhall impart a few hints to the candid 
reader, as far as will be neceflary to the 
conclufion, at which I aim. 

The fiift piece I have handled is that 
of Tom Tumb^ whofe author wzs 2. Pytha- 
gorean philoibpher. This dark treatife con- 
tains the whole fcheme of the Metemp^ 
fychofis^ deducing the progrefs of the foul 
through all her ftages. 

The next is Dr. Faujlus^ penned by 
jirtephiuSy an author bonce nota^ and an 
adept us ; he publifhed it in the " nine- 
hundred-eighty-fourth year of his age,; 
this writer proceeds wholly by reincruda- 
tiorty or in the via bumida : and the marri- 
age between Faujius and Helen does moft 
confpicuoufly dilucidate the fermenting of 
the male ^Xid^ female dragon. 

Wbittington and his cat is the work of 
that myfterious rabbit Jehuda Hannafi, 
containing a defence of the ' gemara of 
the yerufalem mifna^zxi^ its juft preference 

*> The chymtfts fay of him in on, explanation, or interpreta- 

their books, that he prolonged tion of theynvr^K rabbis : and 

his life to a thoufand years, the tn^na is properly the code 

^d then died voluntarily. or body of the Jmn>(b civil or 

* The gmara is the deciH- comnon law. ' 

tP 
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to that oiBabylofty contrary to the vulgar 
opinion. 

The hind and panther. This is the maf- 
ter- piece of a famous * writer now living, 
intended for a compleat abftrad of fixteert 
thoufand fchool-men from Scotus to Bel- 
larmin. 

Tommy Pots, Another piece fuppofed 
by the fame hand, by way of fupplement 
to the former. 

The wife men ^Goatham, cum appen- 
dices This is a trcatife of immenfe erudi- 
tion, being the great original and fountain 
of thofe arguments, bandied about both in 
Trance and England^ for a juft defence of 
the moderns learning and wit againft the 
prcfumption, the pride, and ignorance of 
the antients. This unknown author hath 
fo exhaufted the fubjedt, that a penetra- 
ting reader will eafily difcover whatever 
hath been written fince upon that difpute 
to be little more than repetition. • An ab- 
ftraft of this treatife hath been lately pub- 
liihed by a worthy member of our fociety. 

Thefe notices may ferve to give the learn- 
ed reader an idea, as well as a tafte, of what 

' Vi%, In the year 1698. courfe of ancieat and modem 
• This I fup^re to be qn> learning, 
derftood of Mr. Wmntt dif- tbf 
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the whole work is likely to produce ; where- 
in I have now altogether circumfcribed my 
thoughts and myftudies; and, if I can bring 
it to a perfedion before I die, fhall reckon 
I have well employed the ' poor remain» 
of an unfortunate life. This indeed is more 
than I can juftly expe<9: from a quill worn 
to thepith in the ferviceofthe ftate, in pro*s 
and cons upon poptjb plots, and « mealtubsy 
and exclufion billsy and pa five obedience, and 
addrejfes of lives and fortunes ; ?iVi6.preroga~ 
five, and property, and liberty of confciencty 
znd letters to a friend: from an underftand- 
ingand a confcience thread- bare and ragged 
with perpetual turning ; from a head bro- 
en in a hundred places by the malignants of 
theoppofite fadiions ; and from a body fpent 
with poxes ill cured, by trufting to bawds 
and uirgeons, who, as it afterwards apl- 
peared, were profeffed enemies to me and 
the government, and revenged their par- 
ty's quarrel upon my nofe andfliins. Four- 
fcore and eleven pamphlets have I written 

' Here the author feems to innocence and fufieringir. 

peribnale L'Eflrange, Dryden, * In king Cbarlet the Se- 

and fome others, who, after conJ's time, there was an ar- 

having pad their lives in vices, count of z prtJbyttriiiH p>ot, 

fadion and falfliood, have the found in a tub, which then 

unpudetice to talk of merit and made much noiie. 

under 
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under three reigns, and for the fervice of 
fix and thirty factions. But, finding the 
date has no farther occafion for mc and 
my ink, I retire willingly to draw it out 
into (peculations more becoming a philo- 
fopher ; having, to my unfpeakable com- 
fort, pafled a long life with a confcience 
void of offence. 

But to return. I am afiured fi-om the 
reader*s candor, that the brief fpecimen 
I have given> will eafily clear all the reft 
of our fociety*s produdions fi-om an afper- 
fion grown, as it is manifefl, out of envy 
and ignorance ; that they are of little far- 
ther ufe or value to mankind beyond the 
common entertainments of their wit and 
their ftyle 5 for thefe I am fure have never 
yet been difputed by our keeneft adver- 
iaries: in both which, as well as the more 
profound and myfticalpart, I have through- 
out this treatife clofely followed the moft 
applauded originals. And to render all 
compleat, I have with much thought and 
application of mind fo ordered, that the 
chief title prefixed to it, I mean, that un- 
der which I defign it fhall pafs in the 
common convcrfations of court and town, 

is 
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is modelled exadly after the manner pe- 
culiar to our fociety. 

I confefs to have been fomewhat liberal 
in the bufinefs of titles, having obferved 
the humour of multiplying them to bear 
great vogue among certain writers, whom 
I exceedingly reverence. And indeed it 
feems not unreafonable, that books, the 
children of the brain, {hould have the 
honour to be chriftened with variety of 
names, as well as other infants of quality. 
Our famous Dryden has ventured to pror 
ceed a point farther, endeavouring to in-- 
troduce alfo a multiplicity of ' god-father&\, 
which is an improvement of much more 
advantage upon a very obvious account. 
It is a pity this admirable invention has 
not been better cultivated, fo as to grow 
by this time into general imitation, when 
llich an authority ferves it for a precedent. 
"Nor have my endeavours been wanting to 
iecond fo ufeful an example : but it feems, 
there is an unhappy expence ufually an^ 
nexed to the calling of a god-father, which 

* The titlc'page in the ori- fpeaks of. 
ginal ^ftras fo torn, that ic was ' See yirgll traniTated, l^c. 

not poffible to recover feveral he dedicated the difiercnt pans 

dties, which the author here bf Virgitto dif^rent patrons. 

- was 
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wasclearlyout of my head, as it is very rca- 
ibnable to believe. Where the pinch lay> 
I cannot certainly afHrm ; but having era-^ 
ployed a world of thoughts and pains to 
iplit my treatife into forty fedions, and 
having intreated forty lords of my ac- 
quaintance, that they would do me the 
honour to {land, they all made it a matter 
of confcience, and fentme their excufes. 

SECT. ir. 

ONCE upon a time, there was a man 
who had three " fbns by one wife 
and all at a birth, neither could the mid- 
wife tell certainly which was the eldeft. 
Their father died while they were young ; 
and upon his death-bed, calling the lads 
to him, fpoke thus : 

Sons ; hecaufe I have purchafed no ejiati 
nor was born to any^ I have long confidered 
of feme good legacies to bequeath you 5 and 
at lajly with much care as well as expence^ 
have provided each of you (here they are) 

•= By thefe three fons, Pt- and our Prettftant Dijattrt 
t*r^ Martlny and Jatk^ Pt- are defigncd. ff^. Ifttttn. 
f*ryy the Qiiirth of Englandt 

a nem 
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m Aevo* coat. New^youari to underfiandt 
that theft coats have two virtues contained 
in them : one isy that ^th good wearing 
they will loft you frejh and found as long 
at you live: the other is, that they will grow 
in the fame proportion withyour bodies^ leng" 
thening and widening of themfehes^fo as to 
he always fit. Her e\ let me fee them on you 
before I die. So ; very well j pray childreft 
wear them clean, and brufh them often. 
You will find in my * will (here it is) full 
inftruElions in every particular concerning 
the wearing and management of your coats \ 
wherein you mufi be very exaSi, to avoid 
the penalties I have appointed for every 
tranfgreffton or negleSl, upon which your 
futurefortunes will intirely depend. I have 
alfo Commanded in my will, that you fijould 
live together in one boufe like brethren and 
friends, for then you will be fur e to thrive^ 
and not otherwife. 

Here the ftory fays, this good father 



• By his coats, which he doSrine and faith of tbrifiimi- 

g/kve his Tons, the garment of /jr, by the wifdom of the divine 

the IfratUus. JV. IVatton. founder fitted to all times. 

An error (with fubmiffion) places and circumftances. 

of the learned commentator ; Larnbin. 

for by the coats are meant the ^ The new teftament 

Vol. I. N died, 
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^icd, and the three fons went all togethef 
to feek their fortunes. 

I fhall not trouble you with recounting 
what adventures they met for the firft 
feven years, any farther than by taking 
notice, that they carefulfy obferved theii 
father's will, and kept their coats in very 
good order r that they travelled through 
feveral countries, encountered a reafon- 
able quantity of giants, and flew certain 
dragons. 

Being now arrived at the proper ag« 
fot producing themfelves, they came up 
to town, and fell in love with the ladies, 
but efpecially three, who about that tinie 
were m chief reputation: the * duche^ 
d* Argent^ madatne de Grands litres, and 
the countefs d'Orgueil. On their firft ap^ 
pearance oor three adventurers met vfith 
a very bad reception ; and foon with great 
£igacity gueilingout the reafon ,th^ quick- 
\y began to improve in the good qualities- 
of the town ; they writ and raillied^ and 

■ * Their miftrefles are the which were the three great • 

Auhefi dArgtnt, madtmoifeUe vices that the ancient fathers 

dt Grands 'fitre)» and the Inveighed againfty as the fiift 

(funte/s d'Orgufil, i. e. tovf- corruptions of chriftianlty. fF. 

iti^ntfiy amhitiffij and pride % IFattmi 

rhymed. 
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thymedj and fungj aiid faid, and faid no- 
thing; they drank, and fought, and whor- 
ed, and flppt, and fwore, and took fnufF: 
they went to new plays on the firft night, 
haiinted the chocolate houfes, beat the 
watch, lay on bulk*, and got claps : they 
bilked hackney coachmen, ran in debt 
with {hbi>keej)er8, arid lay with their wives : 
. they killed bayliffs, kicked fidlers dowh 
flairs, eat at Locket' s^ loitered at JVilV%i 
they talked of the drawing-room, and ne- 
ter came there: dined with lords they 
hever few: whifpered a duchefs, and 
ipoke never a word : expofcd the fcrawls 
of their laundrefs for billetdoux of quality : 
came ever juft from court, and were never 
icen in it : attended the \tv^^fub dio : got 
a lift of peers by heart in one company, 
and with great familiarity retailed them 
in afnofher. Above all, they conftantly 
attended thofecommitties of fcnators, who 
are ftlent in the houfey and loud in the 
eoffee-houfe^ where they nightly adjourft 
to chew the cud of politics, and are en- 
compaffed with a ring of difciples, who 
lie in wait to catch up their droppings. 
The three brothers had acquired forty o* 

N 2 ther 
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ther qualifications of the like ftamp, too 
tedious to recount, and by confequence 
were juftly reckoned the moft accompliih- 
ed perfons in the town: but all would not 
fuffice, and the ladies aforefaid continued 
ftill inflexible. To clear up which diffi- 
culty I muft, with the reader's good leave 
and patience, have recourfe to Tome points 
of weight, which the authors of that age 
have not fufficiently illuflrated. 

For, "• about this time it happened a fed 
arofe, whofe tenets obtained and fpread 
very far, efpecially in the grand monde, 
and among every body of good fafhion. 
They worfhipped a fort of ' idol^ who, 
as their dodrine delivered, did daily create 
men by a kind of manufadory opera- 
tion. This idal they placed in the high- 
eft parts of the hoiife, on an altar ereded 
about three foot : he was fhewn in the 
pofture of a Perjian emperor, fitting on 
VifuperJiciiSy with his legs interwoven un- 
der him. This god had a goofe for his 
enfign; whence it is^ that fome learned 



' This is an occaTiinnal fa* lows. 
||rr upon drer$ and fafliion in * By this idtl is meant a 
•rder to introduce what fol- taytor. 

men 



A TALE OF A TUB. 69 

men pretend to deduce his original from 
yupiter Capitolinus, At his left-hand, 
beneath the altar, hellktvatd. to open, and 
catch at the animals the ic/olv/as creating^ 
to prevent which, certain of his priefts 
hourly flung in pieces of the uninformed 
mafs, or fubftance, and fometimes whole 
limbs already enlivened, which that hor- 
rid gulph infatiably fwallowcd, terrible to 
behold. The goo/e was alfo held a fubal- 
tern divinity, or deus minorum gentium^ 
before whofe fhrine was facrificed that 
creature, whofe hourly food is human 
gore, and who is in fo great renown abroad 
ror being the delight and favourite of the 
' j^gyptian Cercopithecus. Millions of 
thefe animals were cruelly ilaughtered e- 
y&y day to appeafe the hunger of that 
confuming deity. The chief idol was alfo 
worfliipped as the inventor of the yard 
and needUy whether as the god of feamen, 
or on account of certain other myftical at- 
tributes, hath not been fufficiently cleared. 
■ The worfhippers of this deity had alfo 

' The Egyptians worfliipped here creatures that feed on hu- 
a monkey, which animal is man gore, 
very fond of e»ting lice, ftyled 

N 3 - a lyftem 
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a fyftcm of their belief, which fecmcd ta 
turn upon the. following fuqdamentals. 
They held the univerfe to be a \2igc/uft ' 
of cloathsy \Nh\c\imvefis every thing: that 
the earth is invejied by the air ; the air is 
invejied by the ftars ; and the ftara are in- 
vejied by the primuin nubile. Look on 
this globe of earth, you will find it to be 
^ very compleat and fafhionable drefi. 
What is that which foipe call landy but a 
fine coat faced with green ? or the Jea^ 
hut a waiftcoat of water-tabby ? proceed 
to the particular works of the creation, 
you will find how curious journeyman na- 
ture hath been to trim up the vegetable 
beaux : obferve how fparkifh a periwig 
adorns the head of a beech^ and what a 
fine doublet of white fattin is \vorn by the 
birch^ To conclude from all, what is 
man himfelf but a * micro-coat^ or rather 
a compleat fuit of cloaths vi^ith all its trim- 
mings ? as to his body there can be no dif- 
pute : but examine even the acquirements 
of his mind, you will find them all con- 
tribute in their order towards furnifhing 

• Alluding to the word mi- man bath been called by philo* 
trottfaty or a little world, as Tppken. 

c out 
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out an exad: drefs: to inftance no more f 
is not religion a cloak, honefty a pair of 
Jhoes worn out in the dirt, felf-love 2ifur-r. 
tout J vanity 2i.Jbirt^ and confcience ^^pair 
of breeches^ which, though a cover for 
lewdnefs as well as naftinefs, is eafily flipt 
down for the fervice of both ? 

Thefe pofiulata being admitted, it will 
follow in due courfe of reafoning, that 
thofe beings, which the world calls im-^ 
properly fuits of cloaths^ are in reality 
the moil refined ipecies of animals; or to 
proceed higher, that they are rational crea- 
tures, or men. For, is it not manifeft^ 
that they live, and move, and talk, and 
perform all other offices of human life ? 
are not beauty, and wit, and mien, and 
breeding their infeparable proprieties ? in 
fhort we fee nothing but them, hear no- 
thing but them. Is it not they, who walk 
the flreets, fill up parliament — , coffet 
"-^i pl^y — > bawdy-boufisf It is true 
iq^eed, that thefe animals, which are 
vulgarly called y«?Vj of cloathsy or drejfesy 
do according to certain compofitions 
receive different appellations. If one of 
them be trimmed up with a gold chain, 
N 4 and 
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and a red gown, and a white rod, and a 
great horfe, it is called a lord-mayor : if 
certain ermins and furrs be placed in a 
certain poiition, we ftyle them a judge ; 
and To an apt conjun6tion of lawn and 
black fattin we intitle a bijhop. 

Others of thefe profeffors, though agree- 
ing in the main fyftem, were yet more 
refined upon certain branches of it ; and 
held, that man was an animal compound- 
ed of two drejfesy the natural and celeftial 
ftaty which were the body and the foul : 
that the foul was the outward, and the 
body the inward cloathing ; that the lat- 
ter was §x traduce ; but the former of daily 
creation and circumfufion ; this laft they 
proved hyfcripture^ becaufe, in them we 
livCy and ntove^ and have our being : as 
likewife by philofophy, becaufe they are 
all in ally and all in every fart. Befides, 
faid they, feparate thefe two, and you 
will find the body to be only a fenfelefs 
unfavoury carcafs. By all which it is 
manifeft, that the outward drefs muA 
needs be the foul. 

To this fyftem of religion, were tagged 

fcveral 
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fcveral fubaltem * dodrines, which were 
entertained with great vogue ; as parti- 
cularly, the faculties of the mind were 
deduced by the learned among them in 
this manner: embroidery ^ visisjheer wit ; 
gold fringe^ was agreeable converfation \ 
gold lacBy was repartee ; a huge long pe- 
riwig, was humour ; and a coat full of pow- 
der y was very good raillery : all which re- 
quired abundance oifnejfe and delicatejfe 
to manage with advantage, as well as a 
ftrid obfervance after times and fafhions. 
I have, with much pains and reading, 
coUeded out of antient authors this fliort 
fummary of a body of philofophy and 
divinity, which feems to have been com- 
pofed by a vein and race of thinking, very 

• Thefirft part of the 7«i/< **Tht toaU thiir fathtr bad 

is the hiftory of Ptier; there- " left them^ wert of viry g»»i 

by pop*ry is expofed : every ** ckthy and befidtt, ft neatly 

body knows the papifif have ^^fntm, you would fw4ar they 

made great additions to chrif- " were all of a piece ; but at 

tjanity, that indeed is the great " the fame that very plain, 

exception which the church of *♦ wito little or no ornament." 

England makes againft them ; This is the difiinguifhing cha* 

accordingly Peter begins his ra£)er of the chriftian religion : 

j|>rank$ with adding a }!&0«Zi&r- cbrijliana religio ai/oluta (J 

hiet to his coat. Iv. IFotton. ftmpUx, was Ammiama Mar- 

His defcription of the cioth, cellinus's defcription of it, who 

of which the coat was made, was himfelf a heathen. H^, 

has a farther meaning than the fftttoa, 
words may feem to import } 

different 
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different from any other fyftcms either 
ancient or modern. And it was not meer^ 
\y to entertain or fatisfy the reader*s cu- 
riofity, but rather to give him light into 
feveral circumftances of the following (lory ; 
that, knowing the ftate of di(pofitions 
and opinions in an age io remote, he 
may better comprehend thofe great events, 
which were the iffue of them. I advife 
therefore the courteous reader to peruie 
with a world of application, again and 
again, whatever I have written upon this 
matter. And leaving thefe broken ends, 
I carefully gather up the chief thread of 
my ftory, and proceed. 

Thefe opinions therefore were fo uni- 
verfal, as well as the pradices of them, 
among the refined part of court and town, 
that our three brother-adventurers, as 
their circumftances then flood, were 
ftrangely at a lofs. For, on the one fide, 
the three ladies they addrefied themfelves 
to, whom we have named already, were 
ever at the very top of the fafhion, and 
abhorred all that were below it but the 
breadth of a hair. On the other fide, their 
father's will was vtry prccifc, and it w^ 

the. 
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the main precept in it, with the greateft, 
penalties annexed, not to add to, or dinoi- 
niflj from their coats one thread without. 
% pofitive command in the will. Now the- 
coats their father had left them, were, 'tis 
true, of very good cloth, and be{ide$, fa 
neatly fowri, you would fwear they werc; 
^1 of a piece 5 but at the fame time very 
plain, and with little or no ornament: 
and it happened, that before they were a 
month in town, ^ta-t^Jheulder-knots camQ 
up : ftrait all the world WB&Jboulder-knots j 
ho approaching the ladies ruelies without 
the quota oi Jboulder-knots. That fellomoi 
cries one, has no foul \ where is hisjhoulder- 
knot f Our three brethren foon difcovered 
their want by fad experience, meeting in 
their walks with forty mortifications and 
indignities. If they went to xh& plgy-houfif. 
the door-keeper fhewed them into the 
twelve-penny gallery. If they called a 
boat, fays a waterman, / am Jirft f culler. 
If they ftepped to the rofe to take a bottle, 
the drawer would cry. Friend, we Jell no 

^ By this is underflood the ther for convenirnce nor edt« 

firft introducing of pageantry, fication, ai a jhouldtr- htttf in 

and unneceflary ornamenls iii which there '\s neither fymme'« 

the church, fucb at wci« nci> try n^r uTe. 

fle» 
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ale. If they went to vifit a lady, a foot- 
man met them at the door, withi pray fend 
up your mejfitge. In this unhapy cafe thqr- 
went immediately to confult their fatherV | 
will, read it over and over, but not a' '"^^ 
word of the Jhoulder-knot : what {hould*! -^ 
they do ? what temper fliould they find^;|^ 
obedience was abfolutely neceflary, andN;^ 
jQt Jhoulder-knots appeared extremeljr te^-:\ 
quiute. After much thought one of thei^ JI 
brothers, who happened to be more ^k^- ?]?: 
learned than the other two, faid, he Iiad^ :•;! 
found an expedient. // is true^ faid h^ ;. 
there is nothing here in this will, totidem- ■." 
verbis, making mention (T/'Hioulder-knots s ' ' 
hut I dare conje^ure, loe may find them • 
inclufive, or, totidem fyllabis. This dif-* •: 
tin6iion was immediately approved by 
all ; and fo they fell again to examine ; but ^ • 
their evil ftar had fo direfted the matter, 
that the firft (yllable was not to be found 
in the whole Writings. Upon which dif» 
appointment he, who found the former 
evafion, took heart, and faid. Brothers, 
there is yet hopes ; for though is.-e cannot find 
fh^m totidem verbis, nor totidem (yllabis, 
J dare engage we fijall make them out tcrtio 

modo, 
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inodo, or totidem Uteris. This difcovery 
was alfo highly commended, upon which 
they fell once more to the fcrutiny, and 
picked out S,H,0,U,L,D,E,R; when 
the fame planet, enemy to their repofe, 
had wonderfully contrived, that a K was 
not to be found. Here was a weighty 
difficulty ! but the diflinguifhing brother, 
for whom we {hall hereafter find a name, 
now his hand was in, proved by a very 
good argument, that K was a modern 
illegitimate letter, unknown to the learn- 
ed ages, nor any where to be found in 
ancient manufcripts. €^ndee hath in ' 
Q^ V. C. been fometimes written with a 
K, but erroneoufly ; for in the beft co- 
pies it has been ever fpelt with a C. And 
by confequence it was a grofs miflake in 
our language to fpell knot with a K ; but 
that from henceforward, he would take 
care it fhould be written with a C. Upon 
thisall farther difficulty vanifhed ; Jhoulder" 
knots were made clearly out to \^ jure pa- 
ttrno'y and our three gentlemen fwaggered 
with as large and as flauntingonesasthe beft. 

* Quibufdam veteribus codicibas. Some ancient manu-* 
fcripts. 

But, 
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But, as human happinelfi k of a very 
iKott duration, fo in thoCe days wet< 
htimati fa(hionsy upon which it intirely 
depends. ShoklcUr-knots had their time^ 
and we muft now imagine them in theif 
decline ', for a certain lord came juft frodi 
Paris with fifty-ydrds of g6ld-4au iipott 
his coat> exa^Iy trimmed after tht court-' 
faihion of that tiwnth. In two day& all 
trtatikind appeared clofed up in bars of* 
gold-lace : whoever durftp^p abroad with-* 
out his compliment of geU^lacef was ai 
fcandftkrus as a^^and afi ill received ^ffio^ 
the wdmen: whatfhouldotir three knights 
do in this mdntentotis affair P they h^ 
fnfficiently ftrained a point already in the 
tM^o^pouldgt-'kmts : uponrecourfetothe 
willy nothing appeared there, but altum 
fikntiufH, That of thtjh^uldef -knots w« 
a loofe, %ingj circunillamidl point ^ bu( 
fhi^ Qi gold-kxe feemed too confiderable 
an alteration without better Warrant ; it 
did aliquo tnodo ejfentia adheerere^ and 
therefore required a pofltive precept. But 

* I cannot tell whether the ther it be only, to introduce 
author nfcant any new inno- the new methods of forcing 
vation by this word, or whe- and perverting fcripturc. 

about 
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about this time it fell out, that the learn*' 
ed brother aforefaid had read Arifl^ttlis 
dial^ica^ and especially that wonderful 
piece de interpret ationey which has the fa* 
xnilty of teaching its readers to find out a 
meaning in every thing but itfelf ; like 
commentaton on the revelationsy who pro- 
ceed prophets without undcrftanding aiyI-» 
lable of the text. Brothers^ feid hcyjou 
are to be informed^ that of tmlh duo font 
^nctviy 'nuncupatory andfcriptorf*, that 
in the fcriptorywill here before m^ there is 
no precept or mention about gold-lace^ con- 
ceditur : b«ty fi idem affirmctur de nun- 
cupatorio, negatur. For, brothers^ ^fyou 
remember y toe heard a fellow fay^ when 
^e were boysy that he heard wfi fat her* i 
man fay^ that he heard my father fay^ 
that he would advife his fom to ga gold-^ 
lace on their coatSy as foon as ever they 
could procure money to bay it, ' By G— 
tiat is very true, ciies the other ', I re- 

* Bf this is meant traditim^ duced <fifl*atfsfied with the te>- 

-Hllkwed to have equal autho- dious wa^ of looking fbr all 

rity with the fcripture or rather the letten of any wora, which 

greater. he has occafion for in the wi&i 

' When the pzpifts cannot when neither the conflitaenc 

Ifnd any thing which they want fyllables, nor much led the 

in Scripture, they go to oml whole word^ were there hr 

#r«ftw»i: Thus rettr is intto- tcrmim. W, Wtttm, 

member 
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member it perfeElly welly faid the third. 
And fo without more ado they got the 
hr^^ gold-lace in the pariih, and walked 
about as fine as lords. 

A while after there came up all ififa- 
Jbion a pretty fort oH^fiame-cblouredfattin 
for linings ; and the mercer brought a pat- 
tern of it immediately to our three gentle- 
men: j^n pleafeyour worjhipsy faid he, my 
lord C— ^ and fir J. W. had linings out of 
this very piece lafl night ; // taJies wonder- 
fully y and I pall not have a remnant lefty 
enough to make my wife a pin-cufbiony by 
to morrow morning at ten a clock. Upon 
this they fell again to rummage the will, 
becaufe the prefent cafe alfo required a 
pofitive precept, the lining being held by 

« This is purgatory, where- them all : but by this cXfianU- 
of he fpeaks more particularly tokurtd fatting is mauiteflJy 
hereafter ; but here, only tu intended purgatory ; by gold- 
fhew how faipture was per- lace may perhaps be under- 
verted to prove it, which was flood, the lofty ornaments and 
done, by giving equal autho- plate in the churches ; the 
/ity with the tanen to apttry- Jhoulder'huts and fthtr fringl 
pha, called here ^ codicil an- are not fo obvious, at leaft to 
ntxid. me ; but the Indian figures of 

It is likely the author, in men, women, and childien, 

every oneof^thefe changes in plainly relate to the pi<9ures in 

. the brother's drefies, refers to the Raimjh churches, of Ciod 

fom.e particular error in the like an old man, of the virgin 

tburth ef Jicnu, though it is Maryy and our Saviour as a 

not ea/}') I think, to apply child. 

orthodox 
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orthodox writers to be of the eflence of 
the coat. After long fearch they could fix 
upon nothingto the matter in hand, except 
a (hort advice of their father in the will * 
to take care o{ fire^ and put out their 
candles before they went to fleep. This, 
though a good deal for the purpofe, and 
helping very far towards felf-conviftion, 
yet not fceming wholly of force to efta- 
blifli a command ; (being refolved to 
avoid farther fcruple, as well as future oc- 
cafion for fcandalj (ays he that was the 
Scholar, / remember to have read in wills 
of a codicil annexed^ which is indeed a fart 
of the willy and what it contains hath equal 
authority with the rejl, Nonsoy I have been 
, confidering of this fame will here before uSy 
and I cannot reckon it to be compleatfor 
want offuch a codicil: I will therefore f aft en 
one in its proper place very dextroujly ; / 
have had it by mefome time ; /"/ was written 
by a dog-keeper of* my grand-father s^ 
and. talks a great dealy as good luck would 
have ity of this very fame-coloured fattin. 

^ That is, to take care of ^ I believe this refers to that 

hell ; and, in order to do that, part of the apocrypha^ where 

to fubdue and extinguifh their mention is made of T^bit and 

lufls. his dog. 

Vol. I. O The 
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The proje<^ was immediately approved by 
the other two , an old parchment fcrowi 
was tagged on according to art in the form 
of SLCodici/ annexed) and the faUm bought 
smd worn. 

Next winter a />//!zj/^r, hired for thepur- 
pofc by the corporation of fn'nge-mahrsy 
aded his part in a new comedy all covered 
with * fikter fringe^ and according to the 
laudable cuftom gave rife to that faihion. 
Upon which the brothers confulting their 
father's will> to their great aftcmifhment 
found thefe words ; item, / charge and 
command myfaid three Jons to 'wear no fort 
^filver fringe upon or about their /aid coats y 
&«. with a penalty, in cafe of difobedience, 
too long here to infert. However, after 
ibme paufe the brothcr.foolten mentioned 
for his erudition, who was well fkillcd in 
critkifms, had found in a certain author, 
which be faid (hould be namelefs, that 
the fame word, which in the will is called 
fringe f does alfo fignify a broom-flick* : 

* This is certainly the far* interpretations of {cripture, 
ther introducing the pomps of very many abfnrd ones of 
habit and ornament. which are allowed in the moft 

• The next fubjcft of our authentic books of the fi6«rri&^ 
author's wit, is the glofies and Remt. W. IVettm. 

and 
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and doubtlefs ought to have the fame in- 
terpretation in this paragraph. This ano- 
ther of the brothers difliked, becaufe of 
that epithet yJ/v^, which could not, he 
humbly conceived, in propriety of fpeech 
be reafonably applied to a broom-Jiick : but 
it was replied upon him, that this epithet 
was underftood in a mythological and al- 
legorical fenfe. However, he objeded a- 
gain, why their father fliould forbid them 
to wear a hroom-Jlick on their coats, a cau- 
tion that feemed unnatural and imper- 
tinent; upon which he was taken up ihort, 
as one that fpoke irreverently oiamyjiery^ 
which doubtlefs was very ufeful and figni- 
ficant, biit ought not to be over-curioufly 
pried into, or nicely reafoned upon. And 
in fhort, their father's authority being now 
confiderably funk, this expedient was al- 
lowed to ferve as a lawful difpenfation for 
wearingtheirfull proportion dijiher fringe, 
A while after was revived an old hr 
fliion, long antiquated, oi embroidery WiiSn. 
' Indian figures of men, women, an4 

' The images of faints, the ef Rome give him but too fair 

blefTed virgin, and our Saviour a handle, tht brethers rtituni' 

an infant. bertd, &c. The allegory -hete 

ibid. Images ^n the church is tjired. IV. ff^otteii. 

O 2 children. 
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children . Here they remembered but too 
well, how their father had always abhor- 
red this fafhion ; that he made feveral 
paragraphs on purpofe, importing his ut- 
ter deteftation of it, and beftowing his 
everlafting curfe to his fons, whenever 
they fhould wear it. For all this, in a few 
days they appeared higher in the fafhion 
than any body elfe in the town. But they 
folved the matter by faying, that thefe 
figures were not at all xh^fame with thofe, 
that were formerly worn, and were meant 
in the will. Befides, they did not wear 
them in the fenfe, as forbidden by their 
father ; but as they were a commendable 
cuftom, and of great ufe to the public. 
That thefe rigorous claufes in the will did 
therefore require fome allowance ^ and a 
favourable interpretation, and ought to be 
imderftood cufn gram falls. 

But fafliions perpetually altering in that 
age, the fcholaftic brother grew weary of 
fearching farther evafions, and folving 
everlafting contradidiions. Refolved there- 
fore at all hazards to comply with the 
modes of the world, they concerted mat- 
ters together, and agreed unanimoufly to 

lock 
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* lock up their father's will in a ftrong. 
boxy brought out oi Greece or Italy ^ I hav« 
forgotten which, and trouble themfelves 
no farther to examine it, i>ut only refer 
to its authority whenever they thought fit. 
In confequence whereof, a while after it 
grew a general mode to wear an infinite 
number of points.^ moft of them tagged 
withfilver : upon which, the fcholar pro- 
nounced " ex cathedray that points were 
2ki{{A\iX!^yi jure paternOy as they might very 
well remember. It is true indeed, the 
fafhion prefcribed fomewhat more than 
were diredly named in the will; however, 
that they, as heirs general of their father, 
had power to make and had certain claufes 
for public emolument, though not dedu- 



* The papifts rormerly for- cretals and bulls, have given 
bad the people the ufe of fcrip- their fan6iion to very many 
ture in a vulgar tongue, Ptter gainful dodrines, which are 
therefore Ucks up his jfather's now received in the <lmrch »f 
will in ttjirtng box, brought out Rome, that are not mentioned 
{^Greece ar Italy : thefe coan- in fcripture, and are unknown 
tries are named, becaufe the to the primitive church : PeteTf 
New Ttftament is written in accordingly, pronounces tx 
Greek ; and the vulgar Latin, cathedra, that points tagged 
which is the authentic edition with fther were abfaltHely jure 
of the bible in the church of patrmo ; and fo they wore 
Rame, is in the language of them in great numbers, ff^, 
old Italy. fV. Wttton. IVttttn. 

* The pipes, in their de- 

O 3 cible, 
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Cible, totidem verbis^ from the letter of 
fhe will, or elfe multa abfurdafequerentur. 
This was underftood for canonical^ and 
therefore on the following Sunday they 
came to church all covered with points. 

The learned brother fo often mentioned 
was reckoned the beft fcholar in all that, 
or the next ftreet to it ; infomuch as, 
having run fomething behind-hand in the 
World, he obtained the favour of a * cer- 
tain lord, to receive him into his houfe, 
ind to teach his children.' A- vv^hile after 
the lord died, and he, by long praftice 
of his father's will, found the way of con- 
triving a deed of conveyance of that houfe 
to himfelf, and his heirs : upon which he 
took poffeflion, turned the young fquirea 
out, and received his brothers in their 
ftead '. 

^ This was ConJIantim the fhut out of their own capital 
Greaty from whom the popes city, and then forged a dona- 
pretend a donation of St. Pe- tion from Conftantimthi Great^ 
tir's patrimony, which they the better to juftify what they 
have been never able to pro- did. In imitation of this, Pi^ 
duce. //r, having run fimething hf 

^ Ibid. The bilbops of hind hand in the wtrldy ohtaimd 

Rome enjoyed their privileges leavt of a certain hrd^ &c. W^ 

in Rome at firft by the favour JVotten. 
of emperors, whom at lall they 

SECT. 
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SECT. III. 
yf digrejfton concerning critics* 

ALTHOUGH I have been hitherto 
as cautious as I could, upon all 
occaiions, moft nicely to follow the rules 
and methods of writing laid down by the 
example of our illuftrious moderns \ yet 
has the unhappy (liortnefs of my memory 
led me into an error, from which I muft 
extricate myfelf, before I can decently 
purfue my principal fubjed^. I confels with 
ihame, it was an unpardonable omiflion 
to proceed fo far as I have already done, 
before I had performed the due difcourfes, 
cxpoftulatory, fupplicatory, or depreca- 
tory, with my good lords the critics. To- 
wards fome atonement for this grievous 
negleA, I do here make humbly bold to 
prefent them with a fhort account of them- 
fclves and their art^ by looking into the 
original and pedigree of the word, as it is 
generally underftood among us, and very 
briefly confidering the antient and prefent 
ftate thereof. 

O 4 % 
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By the word crittCy at this day fo fre- 
quent in all converfations, there have 
fometimes been diflinguiQied three very 
different fpecies of mortal men, accord- 
ing as I have read in antient books and 
fatnpbkts. For jfirft by this term was un- 
derftood fuch perfons as invented or drew 
up rules for themfelves and the world, by 
obferving which a careful reader might be 
able to pronounce upon the produ<ftions of 
the learnedy form his tafte to a true relifli 
of thtfublime and the adinirabhy and di- 
vide every beauty of matter or of ftile from 
the corruption that apes it r in their com- 
mon perufal of books, fingling out the 
errors and defefls, the naufeous, the ful- 
fome, the dull and the impertinent, with 
the caution of a man that walks through 
Edinborough ftreets in a morning, who is 
indeed as careful as he can to watch diU- 
gently, and fpy out the filth in his way ; 
not that he is curious to obferve the colour 
and complexion of the ordure, or take its 
dimenfions, much lefs to be paddling in» 
or tailing it j but only with a defign to 
come out as cleanly as he may. Thefe 
men feem, though very erroneoufly, ^o 

have 
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We undcrftood the appellation oi critic 
in a literal fenfe ; that one principal part 
of his office was to praife and acquit ; and 
that a critic, who fets up to read only for an 
occafion of cenfure and reproof, is a crea- 
ture as barbarous as a judge, who fhould 
take up a refolution to hang all men, that 
came before him upon a tryal. 

Again, by the word critic have been 
meant, the reftorers of antient learning 
from the worms, and graves, and duft of 
manufcripts. 

Now the races of thofe two have been 
for fome ages utterly extin<3: ; and befides, 
to difcourie any farther of them would 
not be at all to my purpofe. 

The third and nobleft fort is that of the 
TRUE CRITIC, whofe original is the 
moft antient of all. Every true critic is a 
hero born, defcending ina diredt line from 
9 celeftial ftem hy Motnus 2XiAHybris, who 
begat Zoilus, who begat Tigellius, who 
\^^X.Etcatera the elder, who htgot Bent- 
Ify, and I^mer, and Wotton, and Per- 
rault, and Dennis, who begat Etcatera 
the younger. 

And tbrfe ^re the critics^ ff pm whom 

the 
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the commonwealth of learning has in all 
ages received fuch immen(e benefits, that 
the gratitude of their admirers placed their 
engine in heaven, among thofe of Her- 
cu/esy Thefeusy' Perfeus^ and other great 
defervers of mankind. But heroic virtue 
itfelf hath not been exempt from the ob- 
loquy of evil tongues. For it hath been 
dbjeded, that thofe antient heroes, famous 
for their combating fo many giants, and 
dragons, and robbers, were in their own 
perfons a greater nuifance to mankind, 
than any of thofe monfters they fubdued ; 
and therefore, to render their obligations 
more compleat, when all other vermin 
were deftroyed, fhould in confcience have 
concluded with the fame juftice upon 
themfelves. Hercules mo^ generoufly did, 
and hath upon that fcore procured to him-^ 
ielf more temples and votaries, than the 
beft of his fellows. For thefe reafbns, I 
fuppofe, it is, why Ibme have conceived, 
it would be very expedient for the puUic 
good of learning, that every true criticy a;s 
foon as he had finifhed his tafk affigned, 
fhould immediately deliver himfelf up to 
ratfbane, or hemp, or fraia ibme conve- 
nient 
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liient altitude-, and that no man's preten* 
iions to fo illuftrious a character fhould 
by iarty means be received, before that 
operation were performed. 

Now, from this heavenly defcent of m- 
tkifm-, and the dole analogy it bears to 
heroic virtue^ it is ealy to ailign the proper 
employment of a true antient genuine critic^ 
which is, to travel through this vaft world 
of writings J to purfue and hunt thofc 
monftrous faults bred within them ; to 
drag out thp lurking errors, like Cacus 
from his den ; to multiply them like Hy^ 
draf heads ; and rake them together like 
ylugeas^s dung : or elfe drive away a fort 
of dangerous fowly who have a perverle in- 
clination to plunder the beft branches of 
the tree of hnowledge^ like thok Jiympha- 
lian birds that eat up the fruit. 

Thefe realbnings will furniih us with 
an adequate definition of a true critic i 
that, he is difcoverer and colleEior of wri- 
ters faults 5 which may be farther put be- 
yond difpute by the following demonftra- 
tion : that whoever will examine the writ- 
ings in all kinds, wherewith this antient 
i^^ has honoured the world^ Ihall im- 
mediately 
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mediately find, from the whole thread 
and tenour of them, that the ideas of the 
authors have been altogether converfant 
and taken up with the faults and blemifhes 
and overfights, and miflakes of other 
writers ; and, let the fubjed treated on be 
whatever it will, their imaginations are 
ib intirely poffeffed and replete with the 
defeds of other pens, that the very quint- 
effence of what is bad does of neceffity 
diftil into their own ; by which means the 
whole appears to be nothing elfe but an 
abfirc^ oi the criticifms themfelves have 
made. 

Having thus briefly confidered the ori- 
ginal and office of 2i critic^ as the word 
is underftood in its moft noble and univer- 
fd acceptation, I proceed to refute the ob- 
jections of thofe, who argue from thefilence 
and pretermiffion of authors by ; which they 
pretend to prove, that the very art of cri- 
ticifm^ as now exercifed, and by me ex- 
plained, is wholly modern \ and confe- 
quently, that the critics of Great-Britain 
and France have no title to an original fo 
antient and illuftrious as I have deduced. 
Now, if I can clearly make out on the 

contrary, 
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contrary, that the antient writers have par- 
ticularly defcribed both the perfon and the 
office of a true critic^ agreeable to the 
definition laid down by me ; their grand 
objedion, from the filence of authors, will 
fell to the groimd« 

I confefs to have for a long time borne 
a part in this general error ; from which 
I fhould never have acquitted myfelf, but 
through the afUftance of our noble mo- 
derns-, whofe moft edifying volumes I turn 
indefatigably over night and day for the 
improvement of my mind, and the good 
of my country : thefe have with unweari- 
ed pains made many ufeful fearches into 
the weak fides of the antientSy and given 
us a comprehenfive lift of them. • Befides, 
they have proved beyond contradiction, 
that the very fineft things delivered of old, 
have been long fince invented, and brought 
to light by much later pens ; and that the 
nobleft difcoveries thofe antients ever made 
of art or nature, have all been produced 
by the tranfcending genius of the prefent 
age. Which clearly fhews, how little 
merit thofe antients can juftly pretend to; 

* See Wettm gf ancient and modern learning. 

2 and 
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and takes ofF that blind admiration paid 
them by men in a corner, who have the 
unhappinefs of converfing' too little with 
fref&ftt things. RefleAing maturely upon 
all this, and taking in the whole compafs 
of human nature, I eafily concluded, that 
thefe fl;?/;««/j, highly fenfible of their ma- 
ny imperfe<3:ions, muft needs have endea- 
voured from ibme paflages in their works 
to obviate, foften, or divert the cenforious 
reader, by fatyry or panegyric upon the 
critics^ in imitation of their majiersy the 
moderns. Now, in the common-places of 
* both thefe, I was plentifully inftruded, 
by a long courfe of ufeful ftudy in pre- 
faces and prologues ; and therefore imme- 
diately refolved to try what I could difco- 
ver of either by a diligent perufal of the 
moft antient writers, and efpecially thofe 
who treated of the earlieft times. Here 
I found to my great furprize, that alr- 
though they all entered, upon occaflon, 
into particular defcriptions of the trut 
critiCy according as they were governed 
by their fears or their hopes ; yet "whatever 
they touched of that kind, was with abun- 

\ Satyr, and panegyric upon aides. 

dance 
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dance of caution, adventuring no farther 
than mythology and hieroglyphic. This, I 
fuppofe, gave -ground to luperficial readers 
for urging the filence of authors againft 
the antiquity of the true critic^ though 
the types are {o appofite, and the applica- 
tions fo neceflary and natural, that it is 
not eafy to conceive, how any reader of a 
modern eye and tafte could overlook them. 
I ihall venture from a great number to 
produce a kwy which, I am very confi- 
dent, will put this queftion beyond difpute. 
It well deferves confidering, that thefe 
antient writers, in treating senigmatically 
upon the fubjeA, have generally fixed 
upon the vtxy fame hieroglyph^ varying 
only t|ie ftory, according to their affecti- 
ons, or their wit. For firft ; Paufanias 
is of opinion, that the perfedion of writ- 
ing corred was intirely owing to the in- 
ftitution of critics ; and, that he can pof- 
fibly mean no other than the true critic^ 
is, I think, manifeft enough from the fol- 
lowing defcription. He fays, they were 
a race of meriy who delighted to nibble at 
the fuperfitdtieSy and excrefcencies of books ; 
which the learned at length ohferving^ took 

warning 
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warning of their own accord to lop the 
luxuriant, the rotten, the dead, the fap- 
lefsy and the overgrown branches from their 
works. But now, all this he cunningly 
iliades under the following allegory ; that 
the • Nauplians in Argos learned the art 
of pruning their vines by obferving, that, 
when an ASS bad browfedupon one of them, 
it thrived the better, and bore fairer fruit, 
put * Herodotus, holding the very fame 
hieroglyph, {peaks much plainer, and al- 
moft in terminis. He hath been fo bold as 
to tax the true critics of ignorance and 
malice; telling us openly, for I think 
nothing can be plainer, that in the weflern 
fart of Lybia there were ASSES with 
horns : upon which relation ' Ctefias yet 
refines, mentioning the very fame animal 
about India, adding, that whereas all other 
ASSES wanted a gall, thefe horned ones 
werefo redundant in that part, that their 
fefh was not to be eaten, becaufe of its ex' 
treme bitternefs. 

Now, the reafon why thofc antient 
writers treated this fubje6b only by types 

• Lib. ' Vide cxccrpta ex eo apud 

* Lib. 4. Phatium, 

and 
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and figures, was, becaufc they durft not 
make open attacks againft a party fb po' 
tent and terrible, as the critics of thofe 
ages were; whofe very voice was fo dread- 
ful, that a legion of authors would trem- 
ble, and drop their pens at the found ; for 
fo Herodotus tells us exprefly in another 
* place, how a vafi army ^Scythians was 
put to flight in a panic terror by the bray-^ 
ing of an ASS. From hence it is conjec- 
tured by certain profound philologers, that 
th« great awe and reverence paid to a true 
critic by the writers of Britain have been 
derived to us from thoic our Scythian an- 
ceflors. In fhort, this dread was fo uni-^ 
verfal, that in procefs of time thofe au- 
thors, who had a mind to publiib their 
fentiments more freely, in defcribing the 
true critics of their feveral ages were forced 
to leave off the ufe of the former hiero- 
glyph^ as too nearly approaching the proto- 
type, and invented other terms inftead 
thereof, that were more cautious and my- 
flical: Co* Dioc/orus, fpeaking to the fame 
purpofe, ventures no farther, than to fay, 
that in the mountains of Helicon, there 

* Lib. 4. * Lib. 

Vol. I. P grorws 
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grffws a certain weed, which bears a flower 
offo damned a f cent y as to poifon thofewho 
offer to Jmell it, Lucretius give exaftly 
the fame relation ; 

' EJi etiam in magnis Heliconis monti- 

bus arbos^ 
Floris odore hominem tetro confueta ne- 

care. Lib. 6. 

But Ctefias^ whom we lately quoted, 
hath been a great deal bolder; he had 
been ufed with much feverity by the true 
critics of his own age, and thereil^bre could 
not forbear to leave behind him, at leaft, 
one deep mark of his vengeance againft 
the whole tribe. His meaning is fo near 
the furface, that I wonder how it poffibly 
came to be overlooked by thoib, who deny , 
the antiquity of true critics. For, pre- 
tending to make a defcripdon of many 
ilrange animals about lndia<, he hath itx 
down thefe remarkable words : attioT^ft 
the refti iiiys he, tbert is a ferpetst that 
'wants teeth, and confequently canmt bite'^ 
but if its vomit, to inhich it is much ad- 

* Near Helicon, and round the learned hill. 
Grow trees, wboTe Uollcms with tbeir odour kill. 

diSi^d,. 
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diSiedy happens to fall upon any things a 
.certmn rottennefs or corruption enfues : 
■tbefe ferpeats are generally found among 
the mountains^ where jewels gro/w^ and 
th^ frequently emit a poifonous juice ; 
wbereofwhoever drinksy tbatperfons brains 
fly out of his noftrils. 

There was alfo among the antients a 
fort of criticsy not didinguiihed in Jpecie 
;irom the former, but in growth or degree, 
who fecm to have been only the tyro's or 
junior fcholars ; yet, becauie of their dif^ 
'.fering employments, they are frequently 
mentioned as a kA by themfelves. The 
ufual exercife of thefe younger ftudents 
was to attend conilantly at theatres, and 
Jearn to fpy out the worfl parts of the play, 
whereof they were obliged carefully to take 
note, and render a rational account to 
their tutors. Flefhed at thc(c fmaller 
fports, like young wolves, they grew up 
in time to be nimble and flroog enough 
for hunting down large game. For it hath 
been obferved, both among antients and 
moderns, that a true critic hath one qua- 
lity in common with a whore and an al* 
dermany never to change his title or his 

P 2 .nature : 
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nature ; that a grey critic has been cer- 
tainly a green one, the perfedions and 
acquirements of his age being only the 
improved talents of his youth; like hemp^ 
which feme naturalifts inform us is bad for 
fuffocationSy though taken but in the feed. I 
efteem the invention, or at leaft the re- 
finement of prologues to have been owing 
to thefe younger proficients, of whom 
Terence makes frequent and honourable 
mention, under the name of Malevoli* 

Now, it is certain, the inftitution of the 
true critics was of abfolute neceflity to 
the commonwealth of learning. For all 
human adions feem to be divided, like 
Ihemijiocks and his company ; one mart 
C2iw fiddle^ and another can make a f mall 
tovcn a great city ; and he, that cannot do 
either one or the other, deferves to be 
kicked out of the creation. The avoiding 
of vi'hich penalty has doubtlefs given the 
firft birth to the nation of criiics^ and 
withal, an occafion for their fecret detrac- 
tors to report, that a true critic is a fort 
of mechanic, fet up with a ftock and tools 
for his trade at as little expence as a taylor ; 
and that there is much analogy between 

the 
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the utenfils and abilities of both : that the 
taylors hell is the type of a critic\ common- 
place booky and his wit and learning held 
forth by ^^goofe : that it requires at leaft 
as naany of thefe to the making up of one 
fcholar, as of the others to the compofiti- 
on of a man : that the valour of both is 
equal, and their weapons near of a lize. 
Much may be faid in anfwer to thofe in^ 
vidious refledions ; and I can pofitively 
affirm the firft to be a falftiood : for on 
the contrary, nothing is more certain, than 
that it requires greater layings out, to be 
free of the critics company, than of any 
other you can name. For, as to be a 
true beggary it will coft the richeft candi- 
date every groat he is worth ; fo, before 
one can commence a true critic^ it will 
coft a man all the good qualities of his 
mind ; which perhaps for a lefs purchafe 
would be thought but an indifferent bar- 
gain. 

Having thus amply proved the anti- 
quity of criticifmsy and defcribed the pri- 
mitive flate of it ; I (hall now examine 
the prefent condition of this empire, and 
ihew how well it agrees with its antient 

P 3 felf. 
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felf. • A certain author, whofc works have 
many ages iince been intir^ loft, does, 
in his fifth book, and eighth chapter, fay 
oi critics y thsit iheir writings are the mirrors 
of learning. This I underftand in a H- 
teral fenfe, and fuppofe our author muft 
mean, that whoever defigns to be a per- 
fed writer, muft infpe<^ into the books of 
critics^ and corred his invention there, as 
ifi a mirror. Now, whoever confiders, 
that the mirrors of the antients were made 
ei hrafs znd Jine mercurioy may prefendy 
apply the two principal qualifications of a 
true modern critic^ and confequently muft 
seeds conclude, that thefe have always 
been, and muft be for ever the fame. For, 
brafsis an emblem of duration, and, when 
it is ikilfully burniflied, will caft reflec- 
tions from its cwn fuperficies withoxxx. any 
afliftance of mercury from behind. All 
the other talents of a critic will not re- 
quire a particular mention, being includ- 
ed, or eafily reducible to thefe. How- 
ever, I (hall conclude with three maxims, 
which may ferve both as chara<3:eriftics to 

' A quotation after the Btntley's diflertation, i^c. 
planner of a great author. Vide 

5 diftinguifti 
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diftinguifli a /r;/^ modern. critic frcMiia pre- 
tender, and will be alfo of admirable ule 
to thofe worthy fpirits, who engage in fo 
ufeful and honourable an art. 

The firft is, that criticifm, contrary to 
all other faculties of the intelledl:, is ever 
held the trueft and beft, when it is the 
very frji refult of the critic^ mind : as 
fowlers reckpn the firft aim for the fureft, 
and feldom fail of miffing the mark, if 
they ftay for a fecond. 

Secondly, the true critics are known by 
their talent of fwarming about the nobleft 
writers, to which they are carried meerly 
by inftin(^, as a rat to the beft cheefe, or 
a wafp to the faireft fruit. So, when the 
king is 00 horfeback, he is fure to be the 
dirtieft perfon of the company ; and they 
that make their court beft, are fuch as be- 
fpatter him moft, 

Laftly, a true critic in the perufal of a 
book is like a dcg at a feaft, whofe 
thoughts and ftomach are wholly fet upon 
what gnti^^ fling away^ and confequently 
is apt tofnarl moft, when there are the 
kwtH boms, 

P 4 Thui 
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Thus much, J think, is fufficicnt to 
ferve by way of addrefs to itiy patrons, the 
true modern critics^ and may very well 
atone for my paft filence, as well as that 
\yhich I am like to obferve for the future. 
J hope I have deferved fo well of their 
whole hodyy as to meet with generous and 
tender ufage from their hands. Supported 
by which expedation, I go on boldly to 
purfue thofc adventures already fo happily 
begun. 

SECT. IV. 
A TALE OF A TUB. 

I HAVE now with much pains and 
ftudy condu(9:ed the reader to a period> 
where he muft exped to hear of great 
revolutions. For no fooner had our karn-^ 
ed brother^ fo often -mentioned, got a warm 
boufe of his own over his head, than he 
began to look big, and take mightily upon 
him ; infqmuch that, unlcfs the gentle 
reader out of his great candour will pleafe 
a little to exalt his idea, I am afraid he 
will henceforth hardly know the hero of 
the play, when he happens to meet him ; 

his 
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kis part, his drefsjand his mien being ib 
much altered. 

He told his brothers, he would have 
them to know that he was their eld^r, 
and confeqiiently his father's fole heir ; 
nay, a while after he would not allow them 
to call him brother, but Mr. PETER ; 
and then he muft be f\y\cd father Peter ; 
and fometimes, my lord PETER. To 
{iipport this grandeur, which he foon be- 
gan to confider could not be maintained 
without a htxx&x fonde^ than what he was 
born to ; after much thought, hecaftabout 
at laft to turn ^r<?/V(??<?r and wWao/o, where- 
in he fo well fucceeded, that many famous 
difcoveries, projeds and machines, which 
bear great vogue and practice at prefent 
in the world, are owing intirely to lord 
PETER'S invention. I will deduce the 
beft account I have been able to colleA 
of the chief amongil them, without con- 
fidering much the order they came out in ; 
becaufe, I think, authors are not well a- 
greed as to that point. 

I hope, when this treatifc of mine fhall 
be tranflated into foreign languages (as I 
may without vanity affirm, that the labour 

of 
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of coUeding, the faithfulnds in recount-^ 
ing, and the great ufefulneis of the mat- 
ter to the public, will amply dcferve that 
juftice) that the worthy members of the 
feveral academies abroad, efpecially thofe 
of France and Italy ^ will favourably ac- 
cept thefe humble offers for the advance- 
ment of univerfal knowledge. I do alfb 
advertife the mod reverend fathers the 
Bajiern miflionaries, that I have, purely 
for their fakes, made ufe of fuch words 
and phrafes, as will beft admit an ealy 
turn into any of the oriental languages, 
efpecially the Chinefe. And fo I proceed 
with great content of mind upon refled- 
ing, how much emolument this whole 
globe of the earth is like to reap by my 
labours. 

The firft undertaking of lord Peter was 
<o purchafe a * large continent, lately faid 
to have been difcovered in terra aufiralh 
incognita. This tra<9: of land he bought 
at a very great penny-worth from the dif- 
coverers themfelves (though fome pretend- 
ed to doubt whether they had ever been 
there) and then retailed it into feveral can- 

» That is Purgatory. 

tons 
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tons to certain dealers, who carried over 
cobnies, but were all fhipwrecked in the 
voyage. Upon which lord Peter fold the 
laid continent to other cuftomers agairty 
and again, and again, and again, with 
the lame fuccefi. , 

The fecond projeft I /hall mention, was 
his *fovereign remedy for th^ ivormsy e- 
fpecially thofc in xhcfpleen. « The patient 
was to eat nothing after fupper for three- 
nights : as foon as he went to bed, he was^ ' 
carefully to lie on one fide, and when he 
grew weary, to turn upon the other : he 
tnuft alfo duly confine his two eyes to the 
fame obje<9: ; and by no means break wind 
at both ends together, without manifeft 
occafion. Thefe prefcriptions diligently ob- 
ferved, the worms would void infenfibly by 
perfpiration, afcending through the brain. 

A third invention was the ere<aing d^ 
a « wbifpering-offiee for the public good 

and 

* Penance and abfolution are * Here the 'author ridicules 

plaid upon under the notion of the penances of the church of 

nfovtrtignremedyfortheworms^ Rome, which may be made as 

«ipecially in the fplecn, which eafy to the finner a» he pleafes, 

by oWerving Peter's prelcrip- provided he will pay for them 

tion would void infenfibly by accordingly, 
perfpiration, afcending through '' By his vu^Jpering-efficej 

the brain, ^c. IV. IVotton. for the relief of eves-droppers, 

phyficiant. 
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and eafe of all fuch as are hypochondria- 
cal, or troubled with the cholic ; as mid- 
wives, fmall politicians, friends fallen out, 
repeating poets, lovers happy or in defpair, 
bawds, privy-counfellors, pages, paraiites 
and buffoons : in fliort, of all fuch as are 
in danger of burfting with too much ivind. 
An a/s's head was placed fo conveniently, 
that the party affeded might eaiily with 
his mouth accoft either of the animal's 
ears ; to which he was to apply clofe for 
a certain fpace, and by a fugitive faculty, 
peculiar to the ears of that animal, receive 
immediate benefit either by erudation, or 
expiration, or evomitation. 

Another very beneficial projed of lord 
Peter s was an " office of infurance for to- 
bacco-pipes, martyrs of the modern zeal j 

volumes of poetry, {hadows, ^ 

and rivers : that thefe, nor any of thefe, 
fhall receive damage hyjire. From whence 
OMX friendly focieties may plainly find thcm- 
felves to be only tranfcribers from this ori- 

phyficians, bawds, and privy- • This I take to be the ofr 

counfellors, he ridicules auri- fice of indulgencts^ the grofs 

cular confeffion ; and theprieft abufes whereof fit ft gave occ4> 

who takes it, is defcribed by fion for the leformaiion. 
the afe's hc»d; W. IVttton. 

ginal , 
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ginal ; though the one and the other have 
been of great benefit to the undertakers, 
as well as of equal to the public. 

Lord PETER was alfo held the origi- 
nal author of ' puppets and raree-Jhaws ; 
the great ufefulnefs whereof being fo ge- 
nerally known, I fliall not enlarge farther 
upon this particular. 

But another difcovery, for which he 
was much renowned, was his famous uni- 
verfal 'pickle. For having remarked how 
your ' common ^/(fi/i?, in ufe among houfe- 
wives, was of no farther benefit than to 
preferve dead flefh, and certain kinds of 
vegetables ; Peter, with great coft as well 
as art, had contrived a pickle proper for 
houfes, gardens, towns, men, women, 
children, and cattle ; wherein he could 
preferve them as found as infeds in amber. 
Now this pickle to the tafte, the fmell, 
and the fight appeared exadly the fame, 
with what is in common fervice for beef, 

' 1 believe are the monkc- wherein he could preferve them 

rtes and ridiculous procelEons, as fouod as infeds in amber. 

l^c. among the papifts. IV. IVetton. 

( Holy water, he calls an " This is eafdy uoderftood 

iiniver/alpi(ik,topTekrve hou- to be holy water, compofed of 

fes, gardens, towns, men, wo- the iame ingredients with ; 

men, childien, and ca:tle, many others pickles. 

and 
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and butter, and herrings, and has beeo 
often that way applied with great fuc- 
cefs but for its many fovereign 'virtues 
was a quite different thing. For Peter 
would put in a certain quantity of his ' 
fowder pimperlitrtpimpy after which it never 
failed of fuccefs. The operation was per- 
formed by " fpargefoBion in a proper 
- .time of the moon. The patient, who 
was to h&pickledy if it were a houie, would 
infallibly be preferved f^om all fpiders, rats 
.and weazels ; if the p^ty affeded were a 
dog, he ihould be exempt from mange, 
and madnefs, and hunger. It alfi> infal- 
libly took away all fcabs, and lice, and 
fcallcd heads from children, never hinder- 
ing the patient from any duty, either at 
bed or board. 

But of all Peter* s rarities, he moft va- 
lued a certain fet of ' bulU^ whofe race 

was 

' And becaufe holy water ter, and herrings. W. ffettatu 
A\fkx% only in confecration ^ Sprinkling. 
from common water, there* ' The papal butts are ridi- 

fore he tell* ui that his pickle culed by name, fo that here 

by the powder of pimperlimpimp we are at no lofs for the au- 

receives new virtues, thov^h it thor's meaning. W. Tfotm. 
iifkn not in fight nor fmell Hid. Here the author hat 

from the common pickled, kept the name, and means the 
which picferve beef, and but« ftft's 
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was by great fortune preferred in a lineal 
defcent from thofe, that guarded ths gold- 
sn-fleece. Though fbme who pretended 
to obfcrvc them curioufly, doubted the 
breed had not been kept intirely chafle 9 
becaufe they had degenerated from their 
anceftors in fome qualities, and had ac- 
quired others very extraordinary, but a 
foreign mixture. The bulls oi Colchis arc 
{recorded to have brazen feet ; but whether 
It happened by ill pafture and running, by 
an allay from intervention of other parents, 
from ftolen intrigues ; whether a weak- 
nels in their progenitors had impaired the 
fcminal virtue, or by a decline neceflary 
through A long courfe of time, die origi- 
nals of nature being depraved in thefe latter 
finful ages of the world ; whatever was 
the caufe, it is certain, that lord Peters 
jmlls were extremely vitiated by the ruft 
of time in the metal of their feet, which 
was now funk into common lead. How- 
ever, the terrible roarings peculiar to their 
lineage, was preferved ; as likewife that 

« 

/^*ii2/iZr, or rather i)is fulmi- of the fi/herman, and there- 

nations, and excommunicati • fore fatd to have leaden fut and 

ons of heretical princes, all fifirn tatU, 
figncd with lead and the feal 

"- faculty 
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faculty of breathing out fre from their 
noftrils ; which notwithftanding many of 
their detradors took to be a feat of art ; 
to be nothing lb terrible as it appeared j 
proceeding only from their ufuai courfc 
of diet, \vnich was of " fquibs and crack- 
ers. However, they had two peculiar 
marks, which extremely diftinguiflied 
them from the bulls oiyafony and which 
I have not met together in the defcrip- 
tion of any other monfter, befide that in 
Horace : 

F'arias inducere plumas ; 

and 
Atrum dejinit in fifcetn. 

For thefe hzAJipes tails, yet upon occafion 
could mt-fiy any bird in the air. Peter 
put thefe ^/^//jupon feveral employs. Some- 
times he would fet them a rc^^r/^^ to fright 
' naughty boys, and make them quiet. 
Sometimes he would fend them out upon 
errands of great importance ; where it is 
wonderful to recount, and perhaps the 

" Thefe are the fulmlnati- princes who offend him. 
ons of the pope, threatening * That is, kings wl^o incur* 
hell and damnation to thofe red bis difpleafure. 

cautious 
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cautious reader may think much to believe 
it. An appetitus fenfibilis deriving itfelf 
through the whole family from their noble 
anccftors, guardians of the srolden-Jieece^ 
they continued fo extremely fond olgoldy 
that '^ Peter fent them abroad, though it 
were only upon a compliment, they would 
roar^ zxiAfpity and helchy and pifs, and 
/an, and Jnhe/ out fire, and keep a per- 
petual coU, till you flung them a bit of 
gold; but then, puheris exiguijaEiu, they 
would grow calm and quiet as lambs. In 
fliort, whether by fecret connivance, or 
encouragement from their matter, or out 
of their own liquoriOi afFedion to gold, 
or both ; it is certain they were no better 
than a fort of fturdy, fwaggering beggars; 
• and, where they could not prevail to get 
an alms, would make women mifcarry, 
and children fall into fits, who to this very 
day ufually call fprights and hobgoblins 
by the name oi bull-beggars. They grew 
at laft fo very troublefome to the neigh- 
bourhood, that fome gentlemen of the 
north-weft got a parcel of right Engiijh 
bull-dogs, and baited them fo terribly, that 
they felt it ever after. 

Vol. I. Q^ 1 muft 
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I muft needs mention one more of /era? 
Peters projed:s, which was very extraordi- 
nary, and difcovered him to be mafter of 
a high reach, and profound invention. 
Whenever it happened, that any rogue of 
Newgate was condemned to be hanged, 
Peter would offer him a pardon for a cer- 
tain fum of money, which when the poor 
caitiff had made all fhifts to fcrape up, 
and fend, his lordjhip would return a • 
piece of paper in this form. . 

' / all may or Si Jheriffs^ jay lor s^ con/la- 
^ blesy bayltffs^ hangmen^ &c. Whereas 
tve arc informed^ that A. B. remains in the 
hands of you^ or fome of youy under the 
fentence of death. We will and command 
you upon fight hereof to let the faid prifoner 
depart to his own habitationy whether he 
fiands condemned for murder ^fodomy^ rape^ 
facrilegCy incefl, tj-eafon^ blafphemyy &c. 
for which this fhall be your fufficient war- 
rant: and if you fail hereof y O — d — mn 

« This is a copy of a gene- mortis^ and . the tax tamttm 

ral pardon, figned ftrvus ftr* dpojieluay are jefled upon in 

varum. emperor Ptttr'i letter, /f. 

IbiJ. Abfolution in artieulo Wotton, 

you 
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you and yours to all eternity, Andfo we 
ad you heartily fareweL 

Your mofl humble 

man's man, 

emperor PETER. 

The wretches, trufting to this, loft their 
lives and money too. 

I defire of thofe, whom the learned 
among pofterity will appoint for com- 
mentators upon this elaborate treatife, that 
they will proceed with great caution 
upon certain dark points, wherein all, 
who are not vere adepti, may be in dan- 
ger to form rafli and hafty conclufions, 
efpecially in fome myfterious paragraphs, 
where certain arcana are joined for brevity 
fake, which in the operation muft be di- 
vided. And I am certain, that future 
fbns of art will return large thanks to my 
memory for fo grateful, fo ufeful an /«»«- 
endo. 

It will be no difficult part to perfuade 
the reader, that fo many worthy difcoveries 
met with great fuccefs in the world ; though 
I may juftly aflurehim, that I have related 

Q^ 2 much 
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much the fmalleft number ; my defign 
having been only to fingle out fuch as will 
be of moft benefit for public imitation, or 
which beft ferved to give fomc idea of the 
reach and wit of the inventor. And there- 
fore it need not be wondered, if by this 
time lord Peter was become exceeding 
rich : but, alas ! he had kept his brain fo 
long and fo violently upon the rack, that 
at laft it fiook itfelf, and began to turn 
round for a little eafe. In fhort, what with 
pride, projefts and knavery, poor Peter 
was grown diftraded, and conceived the 
ftrangeft imaginations in the world. In 
the height of his fits, as it is ufual with 
thofe who run mad out of pride, he would 
call himfelf " God Almighty^ and fbme- 
times monarch of the univerfe, I have feen 
him (fays my author) take three old • high- 
crowned hats^ and clap them all on his head, 
three ftory high, with a huge bunch of 
* keys at his girdle, and an angling-rod in 

his 



* The pope is not only al- * The triple crown, 

lowed to be the vicar of CitriJI^ "• The keys of the church, 

but by feveral divines is called The church is here nken for 

God upon earthy and other the gate of heaven ; for the 

hiarphemous titles are given keys of heaven are afliimed by 

him. the pope in confequence of 

what 
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Kis hand. In which guife, whoever went 
to take him by the hand in the way of 
falutation, Peter with much grace, Hke a 
well educated fpaniel, would prefent them 
with his * foot \ and if they refufed his 
civility, then he would raife it as high 
as their chaps, and give them a damned 
kick on the mouth, which hath ever 
fince been called ^.falute. Whoever walk- 
ed by without paying him their compli- 
ments, having a wonderful ftrong breath, 
he would blow their hats ofFinto the dirt. 
Mean time his affairs at home went upfide 
down, and his two brothers had a wretch- 
ed time ; where his firft ' boutade was to 
kick both their « wives one morning out 
of doors, and his own too ; and in their . 
fiead, gave orders to pick up the firfl 
three ftrollers could be met with in the 
ftreets. A while after he nailed up the 

what our Lord faid to Ptttr. W. Wottm, 

I will give unto thee the keys of ' This word properly fignir 

the kingdom of heaven. (ks a fudden jerk, or la(h of aa 

Jbi4. The pope's univer- horfe, when you do not expedi 

fal monarchy, and his triple it. 

crown, and fiflicr's ring. IV. * The eelibacy of the Romifli 

fVotton, clergy is ftruck at in Peter's 

' Neither does his arrogant beating his own and brothers 

way of requiring men to kifs wives oyt of doors. fF. ffol' 

|iis flipper efcape reflefUon. ton. 

Q^ 3 cellar* 
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cellar-door ; and would not allow his brQ" 
thers " a drop of drink to their viduals, 
Dining one day at an alderman's in the ci- 
ty, Peter obferved him expatiating, after 
the manner of his brethren, in the praifes 
of his firloin of beef. Beefy faid the fage 
magiftrate, is the king of mem\ beef com- 
prebends in it the qulnteffence ofpartridge^ 
and quail^ and 'uenifon^ and pheafani^ and 
plum-puddingy and cuflard. When Peter 
came home, he would needs take, the 
fancy of cooking up this do<3rine into ufc, 
and apply the precept, in default of a fir- 
loin, to his brown loaf: Bread% fays he, 
dear brothers, is theflaff of life ; in which 
bread is contained, inclufive, the quintef 
f '"' of beef mutt on y vealy venifouy par- 
tridge, plum-puddingy andcufiard : and 
to render- aUcompleaty there is intermingled 
a 'ue quantity of water y whofe crudities art 
alfo cqrreSied by yeafl or barmy through 
which means it becomes a wholefome fer- 
mented liquor y diffufed through the ma($ 
of the bread. Upon the ftrength of thefe 

' The pope's refuHng the taincd in the bread, and that 
cup to the laity, petfuading the bread is the real and intire 
them that the blood i» coi.> \soiy oi Chrifi. 

conclufions, 
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coQcluflons, next day at dinner, was the 
brown loaf ferved up in all the formality 
of a city feaft. Come brothers^ faid Peier^ 
fallto-i and /pare not y here is excellent good 
* mutton ; or hold^ now my hand is in^ I will 
help you. At which word, in much cere- 
mony, with fork and knife he carves out 
two good llices of a loaf, and prefents 
each on a plate to his brothers. The el- 
der of the two, not fuddenly entering into 
lord Peters conceit, began with very civil 
language to examine the myftery. My 
lordf faid he, / doubt with great fubmijft" 
on^ there may be fame mifiake. IVhat^ fays 
Peter^you are pleajant\ come tben^ let us 
bear this jefiyour head isfo big with. None 
in the worlds my lordy but, unlefs I am 
very much deceived, your Icrdjbipwaspleaf- 
ed a while ago to let fall a word about mut^ 
ton^ and I would be glad to fee it with ail 
my heart. How, faid Peter, appearing 
in great furprize, / do not comprehend this 
at all. — -Upon which, the younger in- 
terpofing to fet the bufinefs aright j My 

« TroHfub/ttntiaiim. Peter wine too, which in his way 

turns hit bread into mutton, he calls palming his damned 

find, according to the popiOi crufis upon the brothers ftr tnut- 

4o^iAQ of concomitants, his ton. W. Wottohi. 

CL4 lordy 
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lord^ faid he, my brother I fuppofe is hun- 
gry^ and longs for the mutton your iordjhip 
hath promifed us to dinner. Pray^ faid 
Petery take me along with you 5 either you 
are both mad^ or difpofed to be merrier 
than I approve of\ if you there do not like 
your piece ^ I "will carve you another ^^ though 
IJhould take that to be the choice bit of the 
whole Jhoulder. What then^ my lord^ re- 
plied the firft, it feems this is ajfjoulder of 
mutton all this while. ^ Prayy Jtr^ fays 
Peter y eat your vi&ualsy and leave off your 
impertinence^ if you pleafe^ for I am not 
difpofed to reltfh it at prefent : but the o- 
ther could not forbear, being pver provok- 
ed at the afFe<9:ed ferioufnefs of Peters 
countenance : By G — ^ my lardy faid he, 
I can only fay y that to my eyeSy and fingers y 
and teeth y and nofey it feems to be nothing 
but a crufi of bread. Upon which the fe- 
cond put in his word : I never f aw apiece 
of mutton in my life fo nearly refembling a 
fiice from a twelve-penny loaf Look ye^ 
gentlemeny cries Peter in a rage, to con- 
vince you y what a couple of blinds pofitive^ 
tgnoranty wilful puppies you are^ I will 
ufe but this plain argument ; by G—^^ it is 

truey 
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true^ good, natural mutton as any in Lea- 
denhall market ; and G — confound you 
Jboth eternally i ifyot* offer to believeotberwi/e* 
Such a thundering proof as this left no 
further room for objeiftion ; the two un- 
believers began to gather and pocket up 
their miftake as haftily as they could. 
TP'^hyy truly, faid the firft, upon more 
mature conjideration. — Ay, fays the other 
interrupting him, now I have thought 
better on the thing, your lordjhip feems to 
have a great deal of reafon. Very well^ 
faid Peter ; here, boy, fill me a beer-glafs 
of claret ; l^eres to you both with all my 
heart. The two brethren, much delight- 
ed to fee him fo readily appeafed, returned 
their mod humble thanks, and faid, they 
would be glad to pledge his lordflbip. That 
you jball, faid Peter', I am not a perfon to 
refufeyou any thing that isreafonable\ wine^ 
moderately taken, is a cordial; here is a 
glafs a piece for you ; it is true natural 
juice from the grape, none of your damned 
vintners brewings. Having fpoke thus, 
he prefented to each of them another 
large dry cruft, bidding them drink it ofF, 
and not be bafhful, for it would do them 

no 
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no hurt. The two brothers, after having 
performed the ufual office in fuch delicate 
a>nje£hires, of ftaring a fuiHcient period 
at lord Peter and each other, and finding 
how matters were like to go, refolved not 
to enter on a new difpute, but let him 
carry the point as he pleafed : for he was 
now got into one of his mad fits, and to 
argue or cxpoftulate farther would only 
fervc to render him a hundrccf times more 
untradable. 

I have chofen to relate this worthy mat- 
ter in all its circumftances, becauie it gave a 
principal occafion to that great and famous 
« rupture^ which happened about the fame 
time among thefe brethren, and was never 
afterwards made up. But of that I Ihall 
treat at large in another fedion. 

However it is certain, that lord Peter 
even in his lucid intervals was very lewdly 
given in his common converlation, ex- 
treme wilful and pofitive, and would at 
any time rather argue to the death, than 
allow himfelf once to be in an error. Be- 
iides, he had an abominable faculty of tel- 
ling huge palpable lyes upon all occafions ; 

* By this rvpturt is meant die reformation. 

and 
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and not only fwearing to the truth, but 
curfing the whole company to hell, if 
they pretended to make the leaft fcruple 
of believing him. One time he fwore he 
had a " c<m at home, which gave as 
much milk at a meal, as would fill three 
thoufand churches ; and what was yet 
more extraordinary, would never turn 
four.. Another time he was telling of an 
pld ^ fign-poft^ that belonged to \i\%fatbery 
with nails and timber enough in it tx> 
build fixteen large men of war. Talking 
one day of Chimje waggons, which were 
made fo light as to fail over mountains : 

Z ds^ laid Peter ^ where s the *iaonder 

of that f by G — , I faw a ' large houft 

** The ridiculous multiplying lous inventions of popery : the 

of the virgin Mary's milk a* chuich of Rem* intended bjr 

mong the papifts, under the al- thefe things to gull fillyf fuper- 

legory of a cow., which gave as ftitious people, and reok them 

much milk at a meal, as would of their money } the world'had 

fill three thoufand churches, been too long in flavery, ^ur 

If^. IVottm. anceftors gloriouOy redeemed 

' By ^tftgnftfl is meant us from that yoke. The 

the crofs of ourblelied Saviourj church of Rome therefore ought 

and, if all the wood, that it to be expofed, and he deferves 

fli$wn for part* of it, was col- well of mankind that does ex- 

ie^ed, the quaptity would pofe it. W, Wttten. 

fufficiently juftify this farcafm. Ibid. The chapel of £«rM«, 

'' The chapel ofLcrettt. He which travelled froio the Uffy 

falls here only upon the ridicu- Lmd to Itvfy, 

»/ 
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oflinie andfione traveloverftf, and landj 
granting that it flopped fometiines to bait\ 
abwe two thoufand German leagues. And 
that which was the good of it, he would 
fwcar defperately all the while, that he 
never told a lye in his life ; and at every 
word ; by G — , gent/emeny I tell you no- 
thing but the truth : and the D — / broil 
them eternally y that will not believe me. 

In fhort, Peter grew fo fcandalous, 
that all the neighbourhood began in plain 
words to fay, he was no better than a 
knave. And his two brothers, long weary 
of his ill ufage, refolved at laft to leave 
him ; but firft, they humbly defireda copy 
of their father's will^ which had now lain 
by negled:ed time out of mind. Inftead 
of granting this requeft, he called them 
damned fons ofwhores^ rogues ^ traytors, and 
the reft of the vile names he could mufter 
up. However, while he was abroad one 
day upon his projeds, the two youngfters 
watched their opportunity, made a fliift 
to come at the willy ' and took a copia 
veray by which they prefently faw how 
grofly they had been abufed ; their father 

f Tranflated the fcriptures intp the vulgar tongues. 

having 
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laving left them equal heirs, and ftridly 
commanded, that whatever they got 
fhould lie in common among them all. 
Purfuant to which their next enterprize 
was to break upon the cellar-door, and 
get a little good * drink to Ipirit and com- 
fort their hearts. In copying the will they 
had met another precept againft whoring, 
divorce, and feparate maintenance ; upon 
which their next ' work was to difcard 
their concubines, and fend for their wives. 
Whilft all this was in agitation^ there en- 
ters a foUicitor from Newgate, defiring lord 
Peter would pleafe to procure a pardon 
for a thief y that was to be hanged to mor- 
row. But the two brothers told him,, he 
was a coxcomb to feek pardons from a 
fellow, who deferved to be hanged mucfi 
better than his client ; and difcovered aU 
the method of that impofture, in the lanie; 
form I delivered it a while ago, advifing 
the foUicitor to put his friend upon obtain- 
ing « a pardon from the king. In the 

' Adminiftered the cup to truft to pardons and abfolii- 

die laity at the comoiunion. tions procured for monejr, b>it 

' Allowed the marriages of fent them to implore the mer- 

priefts. cy of God, from whence aloOe 

< Dire^d penitents not to remiffion is to be obtained. 

midft 
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xnidft of all this clutter and revolution, in 
comes Peter with a file of ^ dragoons at 
his heels, and gathering from all hands 
what was in the wind, he and his gang, 
after feveral millions of fcurrilities and 
curfes not very important here to repeat, 
by main force very fairly • kicks them both 
out of doors, and would never let themi 
come under his roof from that day to this. 

SECT. V. 

A digrejfton in the tnodern hind. 

WE, whom the world is pleafed to 
honour with the title oi tnodern au-^ 
thorSy fhould never have been able to com- 
pafs our great defign of an everlafting re- 
membrance, and never-dying fame, if our 
endeavours had not been fo highly fer- 
viceable to the general good of mankind. 
This, univerfcy is the adventurous at- 
tempt of me thy (ecretary ; 

' By Fttn's dragoons is employed agalnft the refonnen; 

meant the civil power, which » The pope diuts all who 

thofe princes, who were bigot- diflent from him out of the 

ted t» the Kmijh fuperftition* church. 

^uemvis 
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*— — ^uemvis ferferre labor em 
Suadet^ ^ inducit no6ies vigilareferenas. 

To this end I have fome time fince, 
with a world of pains and art, difTedled 
the carcafs of human nature^ and read 
many ufeful Icdtures upon the feveral parts 
both containing zjA contained \ *till atlaft 
it fmelt fo ftrong, I could preferve it no 
longer. Upon which, I have been at a 
great expence to fit up all the bones with 
exaft contexture, and in due fymmetry ; 
fo that I am ready to (hew a compleat ana- 
tomy thereof to all curious gentlemen and 
others. But not to digrefs farther in the 
midfl of a digreffion, as I have known 
fome authors inclofe digrefHons in on« 
another, like a ncft of boxes ; I do affirm, 
that having carefully, cutup^/^»/tf««^/»r^, 
I have found a very ftrange, new, and im- 
portant difcovery ; that the public good 
of mankind is performed by two ways, in- 
firuSlion and diverfan. And I have farther 
proved in my faid feveral readings (which 
perhaps the world may one day fee, if I 
can prevail on any friend to fteal a copy, 
or on any certain gentleman of my ad- 
mirer 
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mirers to be very importunate) that, as 
mankind is now difpofed, he receives 
much greater advantage by being diverted 
xkzniriflruBed •, his epidemical difeafes be- 
ing faftidiofity, amorphy, and ofcitation ; 
whereas in the prefent univerfal empire of 
wit and learning, there feems but little 
matter left for inJlruSfion. However, in 
compliance with a leflbn of great age and 
authority, I have attempted carrying the 
point in all its heights ; and accordingly 
throughout this divine treatife have fkil- 
fully kneaded up both together with a 
layer of utiky and a layer oidulce. 

When I confider how exceedingly our 
illuftrious moderns have eclipfed the weak 
glimmering lights of the antientSy and turn- 
ed them out of the road of all faOiionable 
commerce, to a degree, that our choice* 
town-witsofmoftrefinedaccomplifliments 
are in grave dilpute, whether there have 
been ever any antients or no : in which 
point we are like to receive wonderful 
{atisfadion from the moft ufeful labours 



* The learned perfon, here that, until he is pleafed to ftop 

meant by our author, hath his hand, it will be dangeipus 

been endeavouring to annihi- to a£Srm, whether there have 

late (o many antient writers, been any antienb in the world. 

* . : . . and 
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' and lucubrations o^ that worthy modern. 
Dr. Bent ley : I fay, when I confider all 
thiS) I cannot but bewail, that no famous 
modern hath ever yet attempted an uni- 
verfal lyftem, in a fmall portable volume, . 
of all things that are to be known, or 
believed, or imagined, or pradifed in life* 
I am however forced to acknowledge, that 
fuch an enterprize was thought on fome 
time ago by a great philolopher of * 0. 
Brazile, The method he propofed, was, 
by a certain curious receipt, a noftrutn, 
which after- his untimely death I fouild 
among his papers ; and do here, out of my 
great affedlion to the modern learned, pre- 
fent them with it, not doubting, it may one 
day encourage fome worthy undertaker. 

You take fair correEl copies, well bound 
in calfskin and lettered at the back, of all 
modern bodies ofartsandfciences whatfoever, 
and in what language you pleafe* Thefe 
you diflil in balneo mariae, infufing quin- 
teflence of poppy Q^ S. together with 
three pints ^lethe, to be had from the a* 

* This is an imaginary (/?tfn^, placed in (bmeunlcnown 
iflaiid, of kin to that, which part of the ocean, mcerly at 
it called the Pmnttrt tvhtt the folicy cf the map maker. 

Vol. I. R. potbecliries. 
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pothecaries. Ycu thanfe away carefully tbi 
fordes ^W caput mortiiuiii, letting all that 
is volatile evaporate. Tou preferve only 
the fir fl runnings vchkh is again to be difiil- 
led feventeen timesy til/ whit t remains will 
amount to about two drams. This you keep 
in a glafs vial hermetically Jkahdfor om 
and twenty days. Then you begin ycur 
catholtck treatifey taking every morning 
fajlingy firfi jhakingthevialy three drops of 
this elixir, fluffing itflrongly up your nofe. 
It will dilate itfelf about the brain (where 
there is any) in fourteen minutes^ and you 
immediately perceive in your head an infinite 
number of 'dihi^.vdidi^y fummaries, compendi- 
ums, extrads, collc<^ions, medullars, ex- 
cerpta qiiasdam's, florilegia's, and the lihy 
alldifpcfed into great order ^ and reducible 
upon paper, 

I n^uft needs own, it was by the aflift- 
anceof thisi5rr<;Y7;7«;;/, that!, though other- 
wife /////>^r, have adventured upon fo dar- 
ing an attempt, ne\''er atchieved or un- 
dertaken before, but by a certain author 
called Homer y in whom, though other- 
wife a perfon not without fome abilities, 
Vihi^foraft dntienty of a tolerable genius,' 
• a » • 1 -* ■ I have 
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Ihave difcovered many grofs errors, which 
are not to be forgiven his very afhes, if by 
chance any of them are left. For whereas 
we are affured, he defigned his work for 
a * compleat body of all knowledge, hu- 
man, divine> political, and mechanic i it 
is manifeft, he hath wholly negledcd fome, 
and been very imperfed in the reft. For, 
ftrft of all, as eminent a cabalift as his 
difciples would reprefent him, his account 
of the opus magnum is extremely poor and 
deficient ; he feems to have read but very 
fuperficially either Sendivogusy Behmeny or 
* Anthfopofiphia Theomagka. He is alfo . 
quite miftaken about th& fphara pyroplaf- 
fkoy a negledl not to be atoned for 5 and, 
if the reader will admit fo fevere a <;enfure, 
^ix crederem autorem hunc a^quam audi- 
viffe ignis vocem. His failings are not lefs 
prominent in feveral parts of the mechanics* 
For, having read his writings with the ' 
titmoft applicatioh ufual among moderi^ 

** Homenis omnes res fau- Vaughant as appears by tbe 

manas poematis complexus eft. anf «er to it written by die 

JCtnoph, in conviv. learned Dr. Henry Adeor; it is 

•^ A treatlfe ■written about a piece of the moit uninteU 

-fifty y^ars ago, by a IVelJh Iigible fuftian, that perhaps 

gentkman of Cambridge, bis was ever pubJiflied in any lan- 

tiame as I rememb»-> was {uage.' 

/■ 
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wkSi I could never yet difcover the leaft 
diredlion about the ftrudure of that ufeful 
in^TumtntySi/ave-al/, For want of which, 
if the mcderns had not lent their afllftance) 
we might yet have wandered in the dark. 
But I have ftill behind a fault far more 
notorious to tax the author with ; I mean, 
* his grofs ignorance in the common laws 
of this realm y and in the dodrine, as well 
as difcipline of the church of England. A 
defeat indeed for which both he and all 
the antients ftand moft juftly cenfured by 
my worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. 
JVottony batchelor of divinity, in his in- 
comparable treatife of antient and modern 
learning ; a book never to be fufficiently 
valued, whether we confider the happy 
turns and flowings of the author's wit, 
the great ufefulnefs of his fublime difcove- 
ries upon the fubjedl oi JiizsznA fpitiky or 
the laborious eloquence of his ftyle. And 
I cannot forbear doing that author, the 
jufticeof my public acknowledgements, for 
the great helps and liftings 1 had out of 

^ Mr. Wottm (to whom numbers divinity, law, lie, 
our author riever gives any among thofe parts of know- 
quarter), in his Gomparifon of ledge, wherein we excel the 
aatient and modern learning antients. 

his 
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ills incomparable piece, while I was pen- 
ning this treatife. * 

But, befides thefe omiflions in Homer 
already mentioned, the curious reader will 
alfo obferve feveral defeds in that author's 
writings, for which he is not altogether fb 
accountable. For whereas every branch of 
knowledge has received fuch wonderful 
acquirements fince his age, efpecially with- 
in thefe laft three years, or thereabouts ; 
jt is almoft impoflible, he could be fo very 
perfed in modern difcoveries, as his ad> 
yocates pretend. We freely acknowledge 
him to be the inventor of the compafs^ of 
gun-powder, and the circulation of the blood: 
but, I challenge any of his admirers to fhcw 
me, in all his writings, a compleat ac- 
count of xhtfpleen ; does he not alfo leave 
us wholly to feek in the art oi political wa- 
gering f What can be more defedive and 
unfatisfadory than his long diiTertation 
upon teaf And as to his method oifali- 
vation without mercury y fo much celebrat- 
ed of late, it is, to my own knowledge 
and experience, a thing very little to be 
relied on. 

It was to fupply fuch momentous dc- 

R 3 fc<as, 
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fed^, that I have been prevailed on after 
long folliqitation to take pen in hand ; and 
J dare venture to promife, the judicious 
reader fh&U find nothing negle<^ed here» 
that can be of ufe upon any emergency oH 
life. I am confident to have included and 
exhaufted all, that human imagination 
can rife OT fall to. Particularly, 1 recomr- 
mend to the perufal of the learned certain 
.dircovcries, that are wholly untouched by 
others; whereof I (hall only mentiDn,among 
a grestt many more, my new help for fmat^ 
terersy or the art of being deefh-Uarnedy 
and Jhallffw-read* ^curious invention a^ 
bout moufe-trflps. An univerfal rule of 
reafon^ or every man bis own carver ; to* 
gether with a moft ufeful engine for catcb-» 
ingpfowls. All which the judicious reader 
will £nd largely treated on in the feveral 
parts of this difcourfe* 

J hold myfeif obliged to give as much 
light as is poilible into the beauties and ex- 
cellencies of what I am writing, becauf^ 
it is become the fafhion and humour moft 
applauded among the iirfl authors of this 
polite and learned age, when they would 
corred the ill- nature of critical, or in- 
form 
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form the ignorance of courteous readers. 
Befides there hav^ been feveral famous 
pieces lately piiblifhed both in verfe and 
profe ; wherein, if the writer* had not been 
pleaj(ed, out of their great humanity and 
aiFedion to the public, to give us a nice de- 
tail o^thtfubHme^ and the admirable they 
contain, it is a thoufand to one, whether we 
ihould ever have difcovcred one grain of ei- 
ther. For my own particular, 1 cannot deny, 
that whatever I have faid upon this occa- 
fion, had been more proper in a preface, 
and more agreeable to the mode, which 
ufually directs it thither. But I here think 
fit to lay hold on that great and honoiu-able 
privilege of being the laji writer ; I claim 
an abfolute authority in right, as xhtfrejh- 
efi mederfty which gives me a dcfpotic 
power over all authors before me. In the 
ftrength of which title, I do utterly difap- 
prove and declare againft that pernicious 
iniftom, of making the preface a bill of 
fare to the book. For I have always 
looked upon it as a high point of iiidif- 
cretion in menfler-mongers^ and other re^ 
toilers of firange figf^ts^ to hang out a 
Jfeir large piiflure over the door, drawn 

R 4 after 
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after the life, with a moft eloquent de- 
fcription underneath : this hath faved me 
many a three-pence j for my curiofity was 
fully fatisfied, and 1 never oiFered to go 
in, though often invited by the urging 
and attending orator with his laft moving 
TioAJlanding piece of rhetoric ; Sir^ upon 
my word^ we arejufi going to begin. Such 
is exadly the fate at this time of prefacesy 
epiftlesy advertifementSy introduEiionSy pro- 
legomenaSy apparatus Sytothereaders, This 
expedient was admirable at firft; our great 
Dryden has Jong carried it as far as it 
would go, and with incredible fuccefs. He 
hath often faid to me in confidence, that 
the world would have never fufpe£led him 
to be fo great a poet, if he had not afTured 
them fo frequently in his prefaces, that it 
was impofliblc they could either doubt or 
forget it. Perhaps it may be fo ; however, 
I much fear, his inftrudions have edified 
out of their place, and taught men to 
grow wifer in certain points, where he 
never intended they fhould ; for it is la- 
mentable to behold, with whata Jazy icorn 
many of the yawning readers of our age 
do npw a-days twirl pver forty or fifty 

pages 
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^ges of preface and dedication (which is^ 
the ufual modem ftint) as if it were fo much 
Latin. Though it mult be alfo allowed on 
the other hand, that a very confiderablc 
number is known to proceed critics and 
tjoits by reading nothing elfe. Into which 
two fadtions, 1 think, all prefent readers 
may juftly be divided. Now for myfelf, 
I profefs to be of the former fort ; and 
therefore having the modern inclination to 
expatiate upon the beauty of my own pro- 
dudions, and difplay the bright parts of 
my difcourfe,, I thought beft to do it in 
the body of the work, where, as it now 
lies, it makes a very confiderablc addition 
to the bulk of the volume, a circtimftance 
iy no means to benegleSledby ajkilfuliariter. 
Having thus paid my due delcrence and 
acknowledgment to an eftabliilied cuftom 
of Our neweft authors, by a long digrejfmt 
unfougbtfor, and an univerfal cenfure un- 
provoked \ by forcing into the light with 
much pains and dexterity my own excel- 
lencies and other men's defaults, with great 
juftice to myfelf and candour to them, 
J now happily rcfume my fubjedi, to the 
infinite fatisfiidion both of the reader and 
the author, SECT, 
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SECT, VI. 
A. TALE OF A TUB. 

WE left lord Peter in open rupture 
with his two brethren ; both for 
ever difcarded from his houfe, and reiign- 
cd to the wide world, with little or no- 
thing to truft to. Which are circumftances^ 
that render them proper fubjeds for the 
charity of a writer's pen to work on ; icencs 
of mifery ever affording the faure(l harveft 
for great adventures. And in this the 
world may perceive the difference between 
the integrity of a generous author, and 
that of a common friend. The latter is 
obferved to adhere clofe in pro(perity, but 
on the decline of fortune to drop fuddenly 
off. Whereas, the generous author, )uft 
on the contrary, finds his hero on tho 
dunghil, from thence by gradual fteps 
raifes him to a throne, and then imm&> 
diately withdraws, expeding not io much 
as thanks for his pains : in imitation of 
which example I have placed lard Peter 
in a noble houfe, given him a title to wear, 
and money to fpend. There I ffaall leave 

him 
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hini for fame time; returniag where com-* 
fsoa charity dire^ me, to the ai£ftance 
of his two brothers at their lowed ehb. 
IHowcver, I fliall by.no means forget my 
chara&er of an hiftoriao to folbw the 
truth ftcp by ftcp, whatever happens, of 
where-ever it may lead me. 

The two exiles, fo nearly united in for-w 
tune and intereil, took a lodging together ; 
ivhere, at their lirft Idfure, they began t« 
refle<3: on the numberlefs misiormnes and 
vexations of their life paft, and could not 
cell on the fudden, to what failure in 
their condiu£t they ought to impute them ;• 
ivhen, after ibme recolledion, they* call- 
ed tp.mind the copy of their father's «;///, 
which they had fo happily recovered. Tiiis 
was immediately produced, and a ^rm 
refblution taken between them to alter 
whatever was already amiis, and reduce 
all tkeir future mcafiires to the ibrideil 
obedience prefcribed therein. The main 
body of the will (as the reader cannot eafi^* 
)y have £br^) confifted in certain admi-> 
rable rules abput the wearing of their coats ; 
Isi the perufal whereof, the two brothers 
^t every p^dod djily comparing the doc- 
trine 
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trine with the pradice, there was never 
fecn a wider difFerence between two things j 
horrible, downright tranfgreffions of every 
point. Upon which they both refolved, 
without further delay, to fall immediately 
upon reducing the whole exadly after 
their father's model. 

But, here it is good to flop the hafty 
reader, ever impatient to fee the end of 
an adventure, before we writers can duly 
prepare him for it. I am to record, that 
thefe two brothers began to be diftinguifh- 
ed at this time by certain names. One 
of them defired to be called * MARTIN, 
and the other took the appellation of 
" JACK.. Thefe two had lived in much 
friendjOhip and agreement under the tyran- 
ny of their brother Peter ^ as it is thcf ta- 
lent of fellow-fuiferers to do ; menin ijii{- 
fortune, being like men in the dark^o 
whom all colours are the fame : but v^hen 
they came, forward into the. wc«^, and 
began to jdifplay themfelyes to^eaqh other, 
and to< the light, ^iJieir CQ{nplexions ap- 
peared extremely diiferent ; which the 

\ Martin LotHef. * John Calvin. 

prefent 
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prcfcnt pofture of their aiFairs gave them 
fudden opportunity to difcover. 

But, here the fevere reader may juftly 
tax me as a writdr of fhort memory, a de- 

* ficiency to which a true modern cannot 
but, of neceffity,be a little fubjed. Becaufe, 
memory being an employment of the mind 

- upon things paft, is a faculty, for which 
the learned in our illuflrious age have no 
manner of occafion, who deal intirely with 
invention^ and ftrike all things out of 
themfelves, or at Icaft by coUiflon from 
each other : upon which account we think 
it highly reafonable to produce our great 
forgetfulnefs, as an argument unanfwera- 
ble for our great wit. I ought in method 
to have informed the reader about fifty 
pages ago of a fancy lord Peter took, and 
inmfed into his brothers, to wear on th^ir 
coats whatever trimmings came up in 
fafliion ; never pulling off any, as they 
went cut of the mode, but keeping on 
all together ; which amounted in time to 
a medley the mod antic, you can poflibly 
conceive ; and this to a dcigree, that, up- 
on the time of their falling out, there was 
hardly a thread of the original coat to be 

feen : 
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feen : but an infinite quantity dilaCBy and 
ribands^ 2SiAfringey and embroidery^ and 
foints (I mean, only thofe * tagged ^tb 
Jiivery for the reft fell ofF.) Now this ijaa- 
terial circumftance having been forgot id 
due place, as good fortune hath ordered, 
comes in very properly here, when the 
two brothers are juft going to reform their 
veftures into the primitive ftate, prefcrifaed 
by their father's will. 

They both unanimoufly entered upoik 
this great work, looking fometime$ on 
their eoats, and fomctimes on the wilL- 
Martifi kid the firft hand ; at one twitch 
brought off a large handful of faints i 
and, with a fecond pull, ftripped away 
ten dozen yards oi fringe. But when Ik 
had gone thus far, he demurred a while ; 
he knew very well, there yet remained a 
great deal more to be done ; however, the 
firft heat being over, his violence began 
to cool, and he refolved to proceed more 
moderately in the reft of the work ; hav- 
ing alteady narrowly efcaped a Twinging 

' Points tagged with (ilver, of tlie church, which ba«e 
are thofe dofl^ines that pro- been therefore woven deepeft 
Qotc the gmtneft arui wealth in the body of popery. 

rent 
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tetit in piiWingoStht points, which, be* 
kig tagged withjilver (as we have obferv* 
ed before) the judicious workman had 
with much fegacity double fown to pre»> 
ferve them ixomfalling, Reiblving there- 
fore to rid his coat of a huge quantity of 
gold lace, he picked up the ditches with 
much caution, and diligently gleaned out 
all the loofe threads as he went, which 
proved to be a work of time. Then he 
fell about the embroidered Indian figures 
of men, women, and children ; againjfl 
which, as you have heard in its due place» 
their father's teftament was extremely ex- 
aA and fevere : thefe with much dexterity 
and application were after a while quite 
tradicated, or utterly defaced. For the 
reft, where he obferved the embroidery to 
be worked fo clofe, as not to be got away 
without damaging the cloth, or where it 
ferved to hide or ftrengthen any flaw in 
the body of the coat, contradted by thfe 
perpetual tampering df workmen upon it \ 
he concluded, the wifeft courfe was to let 
it remain, refolving in no cafe whatfbever^ 
that the fubftance of the ftuff fhould fuffet 
injury ; which he thought the bcft method 

for 
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for fencing the true intent and meaning o^ 
his father's wi//. And this is the'ncareft 
account I have been able to GoUed of 
Martina proceedings upon this great re- 
volution. 

But his brother Jack^ whofe adven- 
tures will be fo extraordinary, as to furnifh 
a great part in the remainder of this dif- 
courfe, entered upon the matter with o- 
ther thoughts, and a quite different (pirit. 
For the memory of lord Peter s injuries 
produced a degree of hatred and fpight, 
which had a much greater fliare of incit- 
ing him, than any regards after his fa- 
ther's commands, fince thefe appeared at 
befl only fecondary and fubfervient to the 
other. However, for this medley of hu- 
mour he made a (hift to find a very plaufi- 
ble name, honouring it with the title of 
xealy which is perhaps the moil figni- 
ficant word, that hath been ever yet pro- 
duced in any language ; as, I think, I 
have fiilly proved in my excellent dnafy- 
//Wdifcourfe upon that fubjeA; wherein 
I have deduced a biJiori-thetHpbyJi'iGgical 
account oi zeal^ fhewing how it firft prd^ 
cecded from a nqtwt •into a wtrd-, and 

from 
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froin thenc6 in a hot fummer ripened Ihto 
a amgikle fubftance. This work, con* 
taining three larg? .volumes in folio, I de-^ 
fign vcty (hortly to pilblifh by the modem 
Way oijfuhfiriptiony not doubting but the 
nobility and gentry of the land will give 
tne all podible encouragement ; having 
had already fuch a tafte of what I am able 
toperformt 

I record therefbrcj that brother ydck-^ 
brim-fuU of this miraculous compound, 
fefleding ^Vith indignation upon Peters 
tyrannyj and farther provoked by the 
defpondency of Martin^ prefaced his re-» 
^ludons to this purpofe. iVhat^ faidhe^ 
a ropfe that locked up his drinks turned 
'aiva^ our wives, cheated us of our for turns j 
fedtnedhii damned crkfis upon usformut* 
toH\ andi at laft^ kicked us out of doots i 
muflvoe be in bis fajbions^ with npoxl a 
tafcal^ befides^ that all the ftreet cries out 
agamfljk Having thus kindled andi inflame 
ra himfelf^ as high as pofHble^ and by 
Confeguence iii a ddlicate temper- for be-^ 
^nning a reformation, he fet about the 
wc^k immediately, and in three mimites 
made more diipatch than Martin had done 
; Vol. r. -S ia 
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in as many hours. For, courteous reader, 
you are given to underftand, thsLtzealia 
never fo highly obliged, as when you fet 
it a tearing ; and Jack^ who doated on 
that quality in himfelf, allowed it at this 
time its full fwing. Thus it happened, 
that ftripping down a parcel oS gold lace 
a little two haftily, he rent the main body 
of his coat from top to bottom j and where- 
as his talent was not of the happieft in tak- 
ing up aftitcb^ he knew no better way, 
than todeam it again with /^r/bi^r^iM/ and 
^Jkewer. But the matter was yet infinite- 
ly worfe (I record it with tears) when he 
proceeded to the embroidery : for, being 
clumfy by nature, and of temper iinpa-* 
tient ; withal, beholding millions of 
flitches that required the nicefl hand, an4 
fedatefl conititution, to extricate j in a 
great iage he tore off the whole piece^ 
cloth and all, and flung it into the ke:nnel, 
and furibufly thus continued his career,; 
Ah^ good brother Martin, faid he, do as I 
do, for the love of God ; Jlripy tear^ pull^ 
rend, fiay off all, that we may appear as iMr 
like the rogue Tctcr as it ispojible ; I would 
not, for an hundred pounds y carry the Uaft 

3 mark 
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mark' about mei that might give occafioh 
to the neighbours offufpeBihg^ that I 'was 
related to fuch a rafcal. But Martin^ who 
at this time happened to be extremely 
flegmatic and fedatej begged his brother y of 
all Idve^i not to damage his coat by any 
means \for he never would get fuch another t 
iiefired him to conjider, that it was not their 
hujinefs to form their aSiions by any reflecr* 
tion upon Peter, but by obferoing the rules 
prefcribed in their father s vf'iW. That B$ 
jhould remember^ Vtttv was fiill their bro^ 
thery whatever faults or injuries ht had 
committed ; and therefore they Jhould^ by 
ell means y avoid fuch a thought ^ as that 
oftaUtig meafures for good and evtl from 
no other rule^ than of oppofuion to him» 
That // was trUe^ the teflament of their good 
father was i>ery ixaSi ifi what r dated to the 
nsaearir^ of their coats ; yet it nsoas no lefs 
penal andJlriSl in prefcribing agreement^ 
and friendjhip^ and affeSiion between thtm*' 
And therefore^ ifflraining a point were at 
all difpenfable^ it would certainly befo, r ae- 
ther to the advance of unity y than increafi 
pftontradiSiioni 

MARTIN had ftili proceeded as grave- 
S2 ^ ly 
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ly as he began; and doubtlefs would have 
delivered an admirable ledure of morality, 
which might have exceedingly contribut- 
ed to my reader's repofe both of body and 
mindy the true ultimate end of ethics \ 
but Jack was already gone a flight-fhot 
beyond his patience. And, as in fcholaftic 
difputes nothing ferves to roufe the Ipleen 
of him that oppofes fo much, as a kind of pe- 
dantic afFeded calmnefs in the refpondent ; 
•4 difputants being for the mod part like une- 
qual fcales, where the gravity of one fide 
advances the lightmfi of the other, and 
caufes it to fly up) and kick the beam : fo 
it happened here, that the weight oi Mar^ 
tin% argument exalted Jack's levity, and 
made mm fly out and fpurn againfl his 
brother's moderation. In (hort, Martina 
patience put Jack in a rage ; but that, 
which moil afHided him, was, to ob- 
serve his brother's coat fo well reduced 
into the flate of innocence j while his 
own was either wholly rent to his fhirt ;. 
or thofe places, which had efcaped his 
cruel clutches, were ftill in Peters livery, 
So that he looked like a drUnkeo i^ttiii?^ 
half rifled by bellies ; or like a frelh tenant 

of 
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oiNewgatBy when lie has refilled the pay- 
ment of garnijh ; or like a difqovercd^o^-* 
lifter, left to the mercy of Exchange" 
women • ; or like a b^wdm her old velvet 
petticoat, reiigned into the fecular hands 
of the mobile f Like any, or like all of 
thele, a medley oirags arid lace, and rentSj 
and fringes, unfortunate jfack did now 
appear : he would have been extreme- 
ly glad to fee his coat in the condition of 
Martin\y but infinitely gladder to find that 
of Martin in the fame predicament with 
his. However, fince neither of thefe was 
likely to come to pals, he thought fit to 
lend the whole bufinefs another turn, and 
to drefs up neceffity into a virtue. There- 
fore, after as many of they^^r's arguments, 
* as he could mufter up, for bringing 
Martin to reafon, as he called it; or, as; 

; -. 

• The galleries over the remains of Exchange immen^ 

pianaftMn 'the Royal Exchange but in Exeter *change^ and they 

were formerly ., filled with are no longer deemed the firft 

fhops, kept chiefly by women ; minifters of fafhion. 
the fame uft was made of a ^ The fox in the fable, who 

building called the New Ex- having been caught in a trap 

ebemge in the Stremdi this edi- and loft his Uil, ufed many 

fice has been (gulled down ; arguments to peifuade the xc^ 

the (hopkeepers have removed to cut ofF theirs ) that the fin* 

h6m the Rayal Exchange into gularity of his deifbrmity might 

Qmitbm^ and the adjacent not expofe him to dcrifion. 
fliteds ^nd diere ai^ now no 

$3 he 
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he meant it, into his own ragged, bob* 
tailed condition ; and observing he faid 
all to little purpofe ; what, alas ! was left 
for the forlorn Jack to do, but after a 
million of fcurrilitics againft his brother to 
run mad with fpleen, and fpight, and 
contradidioA. To be (hort, here began 
a mortal breach between thefe two. Jack 
went immediately to new lodgings^ and in 
a few days it was for certain reported, that 
he had run out of his wits. In a fhort 
time after he app^red abroad, and con^ 
firmed the report by falling into the odd- 
eft whimfies, that ever a nek .brain con- 
ceived. 

And now the little boys in the ftreets 
began to falute him with fevcral names. 
3ometinies they would call him * yack 
the bald\ fometimes, * Jack with a Ian-' 
tern; Ibmetimes, ^ Dutch Jack ; fome- 
times, ' French Hugh j fometimes, * Tom 
the Beggar ; and fometimes, ' Knocking 
Jack of the north. And it was under one, 

' That i>, Cahiny from * The HatmaU. 

ta/ww, bald. . The G»«>, by wfafch 

All thofe who pretend to name fome proteftants in Flm- 

inward light. Ar/ were called. 

./ Jttk ai Ltydm^\R}Ki gave ' J»bn Knoxy the lefonnef^ 

tilt to the Jnahftt/it, ' of Scetbmd. 

or 
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6r fome, or all of thefe appellations, which 
I leave the learned reader to determine,, 
that he hath given rife to the moft illuf- 
trious and epidenric fed of ^oliflsy who, 
with honourable commemoration, do flill 
acknowledge the renowned JACK for their 
author and founder. Of whofe original, 
as well as principles, I am now advancing 
to gratify die world with a very particular 
account. 

« Melleo contingens cunSia lepore, 

SECT. VII. 

j4 digrejjim in praife of digrejftom* 

I Have fbmetimes beard of an iliad in a 
nut'Jhell \ but it has been my fortune 
to have much cSxitn^fien a nut-Jhell in an 
iliadt, There is no doubt that human life 
has received mod wonderful advantages 
from bdth ; but to which of the two the 
world is chiefly iadcbted, 1 fhalL leavt 
among the curious, as a problem worthy 
of their utmoft enquiry. For the inven- 
tion of the latter, 1 think the common- 
wealth of learning is chiefly obliged to 

S4 the 



tho great fnoJern improvqiaeiit c£ ^ignf» 
Jiqns : tl^e l^te re^emqits ia knowkdge 
ninniqg p^lel tQ thofe of dyet ia our 
nation^ whichi amopg PFien of a judicious 
^e, are drefled up in various compounds 
ConMing infoup^ apd olwsy fricajfe^^ and 

it is true, there is a fort of morofe, de- 
tracting, ill bred people,whQ pretend utter- 
ly to dmelifh thefe polite innovations ; and 
lis to the f^inilitude £:om dyet, they allow 
ihe parallel, but are fo bold to pronounce 
the example itfelf a .corruption and d^e- 
Deracy of tafte. They tell us, that the 
fafhion of jumbling fiifty things together 
in a di(h was at fir A introduced in com- 
{>liai^e to a depraved and debauched op* 
fistitey as well as to a cra:i;y confiitutien f 
md tQ.iee a man hunting through an eUs 
^ti& ^^.h$ad and bram of a ioofe^ a 
tt!Ji^iSO/f:y . or a woodcQcky is a £ign he wants 
a ilbomach and digeftion for morfc fubftan^ 
fial visuals. F^her, they a^rm, that 
<%r^^f ii) a bpok are Vkzf9reigit.tr90pi 
lifi A J^aUy which argue the nadon to wam 
^4m( mdi.Mn4l of i^ ctwn« and oiten 
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^i^tsfuhdue the nativesy or drive than 
into the moil unfruitful comers. 

But, after ail that can be objeded by 
thefe fupercilious cenfors, it is manife(t> 
the fbciety of writers would quickly be re- 
duced to a very inconfiderable number^ if 
men were put upon making books with 
the fatal confinement of delivering no- 
thing beyond what is to the purpofe. It 
18 acknowledged, that were the cafe the 
-iame among us, as with the Greeks and 
Romans, when learning was in its craMe 
to be reared and fed, and cloathed by in- 
vention ; it would be an eafy tafk to. fill up 
vdiumes upon particular occafions, witln 
out -&rther expatiating from the fubjedt 
than by moderate excuriions, helping to 
advance or clear the main defign. But 
with htorwledge it has fared as with a nu- 
merous . army, encamped in a fruitful 
country; which for a rew days maintains 
itfelf by the produd of the foil it is on ; 
till, provifions being {pent, they are {ent 
to forage many a mUe, among friends or 
enemies^ it matters not. Mean while tht 
pe^hbowiog fields, trampled' and beaten 

down. 
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^wn^ become barren and diy, aflbrding 
no fuftenance but clouds of duft. 

The whole courfeof things being thus 
intirely changed between m and the an- 
tients^ and the moderns wifely fenfibk c^ 
it ; we of this age have difcovered afhorter, 
and more prudent method, to become 
fcbolars and wits without the fatigue of 
reading or oi thinking. The moft accom- 
plifhed way of ufjng books at prefent is 
twofold: either firft, to ferve them as 
fome men do lords y. learn their titles ex- 
adly, and then brag of their acquain* 
tance. Or fecondly, which is indeed the 
choicer, the profounder, and politer me- 
thod,, to get a thorough infight into the 
indeXy by which the whole book is govern- 
ed and turned, 'like^&^i by the tail. For, 
to. enter the palace of learning at t^ke great 
gate requires an expence of time and 
forms ; therefore men of much hafle diid 
little ceremony are content to get in by 
the back-door. For, the arts are all in a 
flying march, and therefore more eafily 
fubdued by attacking them in the rear. 
Thus phyficiaQs difcover the ftate of the 
whole body by confulting only what 

comes 
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comes from ^innd.Thm men catch know- 
ledge by throwing their w/V on the pof- 
teriors of a book, as boys do fparrows with 
flinging fait upon their tails. Thus hu* 
man life is beft underflood by the wife 
man's rule of regarding the end. Thus 
are the feiences found, VAxHercules\ 
oxen, by tracing them backwards. Thus 
are oldjciences unravelled like oldjiockingsy 
by beginning at thtfoot. 

Befides all this, the army of the (ciences 
hath been of late, with a itorld of maitial 
difcipline, drawn into its clofe order ^ fo 
that a view, or a muftet may be taken of 
it with abundance of expedition. For this 
great bleffing we are wholly indebted to 
Jyftems2nAa^ftraSisy in which the ^ir^^^r* 
fathers of learning, like prudent ufti^s, 
fpent tdieir fweat fpr the eafe of us their 
children. For labour is the feed olitUenefs^ 
and it is the peculiar happinefs of our riobM 
age to gather the^r/w/. 

Now the method of growing' wife, 
learned, and fublimiy having become ft 
regular an afl^r, and ib eftablifhed in al! 
its forms ; the number of writers muft 
peeds have increafed accordingly, and to 

a pitch 
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la pitch that has made it of abiblute neccf- 
fity for them to interfere continuaUy with 
each other. Befides, it is reckoned, that 
there is not at this prefent a ibfEcient 
quantity of new matter left in nature to 
fumUh and adorn any one particular {ub- 
jed to the extent of a volume. This I 
am told by a very ikilful computer^ who 
hath given a full demonftration of it from 
rules of arithmetic. 

This perhaps may be objeded againft 
by thofe, who maintain the infinity of 
matter, and therefore will not allow, that 
any Jj^ecies of it can be exhauAed. For 
anfwer to which, let us examine the no-^ 
bleft branch of modern wit or invention, 
plated ahd cultivated by the prefent age, 
and Avhich of all others hath borne the mbft 
and the faired fruit.- For though fome 
renlaihs of it were left us by the antients^ 
, yet have not any of thofe, as I remember, 
been tranfkted or compiled into fyflema 
for modern ufe. Therefore we may affirm 
to bur own honour, that it hath, in fbme 
fort, been both invented, and brought to 
a perfedion by the fame hands. • What I 
mean, is that highly celebrated taleqt 

among 
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among the modern wits^ of deducjing d- 
tniiitudes, alluiions, and applications, ve> 
ry furpriiing, agreeable^ and appo&e, from 
the pudtnaa of either fex, together with 
fheir proper ufes. And truly, having 
obferved how little invention bears any 
vogue, befides what is derived into thefe 
channels, I have fometimes had a thought, 
that the happy genius of our age and 
country was prophetically held forth by 
that antient ' typical defcription of the 
Indian pygmies ; ivbofe Jiature did not 
gxaed edfove two foot ; fed quorum pttdeni; 
da crajfoy et ad talos ufque pertingentia. 
Now, I have been very curious to iniped: 
the late produdions, wherein the beai^ai 
of this kind have moll prominently ap- 
peared ; and although this vein hath bled 
' (b freely, and all endeavours havfi been 
uied in the power of human hreath to 
dilate^, extend, and keep it open ; like 
the Scythians^ * who had axuftom, an4 
an infirumenty to blow up the privities, of 
their mares y that they might yield themore^ 
tmlk : yet I am under an appreheq^on,. it 

■pItBU ... .... 
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is near growing dry, and pail all recovery ; 
and that either fome new fonde of wit 
ihould, if pof&ble, be provided, or elfe, 
that we muft e'en be content with repe- 
tition here, as well as upon all other occa-t 
£ons. 

: This will ftand as an inconteftable ar- 
gument, that our modern wits are not to 
reckon upon the infinity of matter for a 
Qonfiant fupply. What remains therefbie^ 
but that our laft recourfe muft be had to 
large indexes^ and little compendiums f. 
quotations muft be plentifully gathered, 
and booked in alphabet ; to diis end, 
though authors need be little confulted, 
yet critics, and commentatorsy and texi'^ 
cons carefully muft. But above all, thofe 
judicious colledors o£ bright parts, and 
ficrmrs, and obfervanda\ 2xc to be nicely 
dwelt, on, by fome called ^^fieves arid 
boulters of learning ; though it is left un- 
determined, whether they dealt in pearls 
or meal ; and confequently, whether we 
are more to value that yf\ax\ipajfed through^ 
or vfhditjiaid behind. 

By thefe methods, in a itvr weeks, 
there ftarts up many a writer, capable o£ 

managing 
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managing the profoundeft, and moft udw 
verfal iubje^fts. For, what thou^ ius 
iieadhe etoptyy provided his commonrpiace 
6ook be full ; and if you will bate him but 
the circumilances ofmefiedy tsAJiyle, and 

. grammar y and invention 3 allow hlmbiH: 
the common privileges of transcribing 
from others, and digrefSng fr<»n hinoielf, 
Bs often as he {hall fee occa«on ; he will 
llefire no more ingredients towards £ttkig 

, up a treatife, that fhall make a very 'Comely 
figure on a bookfeller*s ihelf^ there to be 
preferved neat and clean for a long etend'« 
ty, adorned with the heraldry of its title 
fairly infcrib^ on a label ; never to be 
thumbed or greafed by ftudents, nor 
bound to everlafting chains of darknefs in 
a library : but, when the fulncfs of 4imc 
is come, fhall happily undergo the trial 
of purgatory, in order to afcend thejfy* 

Without jthefc allowances, how is it 
poiUble, we modem wits fhould ever have 
an opportunity to introduce our colledi- ' 
ons, lifted under io many thoufand heads 
of a different nature ; for want of which, 
the learned world would be deprived of 
infinite delight, as well as inftrudion« and 

we 
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we ourfelves butied beyond rbdrefs in aa 
inglorious and undiftioguiflied oblivion ? 
• From filch elements as thefe, I am alive 
to behold the day, wherein the corpora- 
tion of authors can out>vie all its brethren 
in the guilds A happinefs derived to us 
with a grieat many others from our Sty- 
tbian anceftors ; among whom the number 
Q^pens was fb infinite, that the ' Grecian 
eloquence had no other way of expreffing 
it, than by faying, that in the regumtyfar 
to the north, it was hardly fojftble for a 
man to travel^ the very air was fo r^lete 
W/i6 feathers. 

The ncceffity of this digreiHon will 
cafily excufe the length ; and I have choien 
for it as proper a place as I could readily 
find. If the judicious reader can aflign 
a fitter, I do here impower him to re* 
move it into any other comer he plea&s* 
And fb I return with great alacrity to pur* 
fue a more important concern. 



* Htrtiit. L. 4. 
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A TALE OF A TUB. 

THE learned ' Molijis maintain th^e 
original cau(e of all things to be 'Vitni^ 
firocn which principle this whole univerfe 
\yas at £rft produced, and into which it 
Biufl at l^ft be reiblved ; that the lame 
breath, which had kindled, and blew up 
the £ame of nature, ihould one d&y blow 
it out.:. 

^od p'rocul a nobis fieSiat for tuna gu- 
bernans\ 

. This is what the adepti underfland by 
their anima ftiundi\ that is to fay, t^e 
Jfiriti or breathy or wind of the world ; 
tor, examine the whole fyftem by the 
particulars of nature, and you will find it 
not to be difputed. For whether you 
pleafe to call xiit forma informam of man 
by the name oi fpiritusy animus, afflatus^ 
or anima \ what are all thefe but feveral 
appellations for windy which is the ruling 
element in every compouQd, and int* 

■ All pretenders tg infpiratioa whatlbever. 

Vol. I. T which 
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whieh they all refolve upon their ♦corrup- 
tion ? farther, what is life itfelf, but, as it 
is commonly called, the breath of our 
noftrils ? whence it is very juftly obferved 
by naturalifts, that vnind ftill continues of 
great emolument in certain myfteries not 
to be named, giving occafion for thofe 
happy epithiets of turgtdus^ and inflatusy 
applied either to the emittenty or recipient 
organs. 

By what I have gathered out of antient 
records, I find the compafs of their dodlrine 
took in two and thirty points, wherein it 
would be tedious to be very particular. 
However, a few of their moft important 
precepts, deducible from it, are by no 
means to be omitted ; among which thp 
following maxim was of much weight ; 
that fince w/W had the mafter-fhare, as 
well as operation in every compound, by 
confequence thofe beings muft be of chief 
excellence, wherein that primordium ap- 
pears moft prominently to abound j and 
therefore man is in higheft perfedlion of 
all created things, as having, by the great 
bounty of philofophers, been endued with 
three diftindl a7iimas or ivinds^ tq which 

the 
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tlie . fage Molifis^ with much liberality, 
have added a fourth of equal neceffity;, as 
well as ornament with the other three 5 
by this quartum principium taking in our 
four corners of the world; which gave- 
occafion to that renowned cahalijii ' Bum^ 
BaftuSy of placing the body of man in due . 
pofition to the four cardinal points. 

In confequence of this, their next prin- 
ciple was, that man brings with him into, 
the world a peculiar portion or grain of 
^indy which may be called a auinta ejfen^ 
tiay extraded from the other four. T^is 
quinteffence is of a catholic ufe upon all 
emergencies of life, is improveable into all 
arts and fciences, and may \it wonderfully 
refined, as well as enlarged by certain 
methods in education. This, when blo-wjt 
up to its pcrfedion, ought not to be co- 
vetoufly hoarded up, ftifled, or hid under 
a bufliel, but freely communicated to 
mankind. Upon thele reafons, and others 
of equal Weight, the wife Molijls affirm 
the gift of BELCHING to be the flo^ 
bleft aft of a rational creature. To cul- 

* This is oneof-the names of Jicfkervi Theaphrajiut Paractl- 
ftrattl/ui; b< was called Clir/- fus Bmnbafiifti 
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tivate which art, and render it more (ct* 
viceable to mankind, they made ufe of 
feveral methods. At certain feafons of the 
year, you might behold the priefts among 
them in vaft numbers with their ' mouth 
gaping wide enough againft aflorm. At 
other times were to be feen {everal hun- 
dreds Hnked together in a circular chain, 
with every man a pair of bellows applied 
to his neighbour's breech, by which they 
blew up each other to the fhape and iize 
of a tun ; and for that reafon, with great 
propriety of fpeech, did ufually call their 
bodies, their vejfels. When by the(e and 
the like performances they were grown 
fufficiently replete, they would imme- 
diately depart, and diiembogue, for the 
public good, a plentiful (hare of their ac- 
quirements into their difciples chaps. For 
we muft here obierve, that all learning 
was efteemed among them to be com- 
pounded from the fame princifde. Be- 
cau{e> firft, it is generally affirmed, or 
confefied, that learning puffetb men up: 
and fecondly, they proved it by the iol- 

* Thtt is meant of thofe rcJUiouspreacheis/whqblafwupthl 
feeds of rcbeUioD, Jiff. .-...'. 

lowing 
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lowing fyUogifm ; words are hut wind ; 
and learning is nothing hut words ; ergo, 
learning is nothing hut wind. For this 
reafon the pbilofbphers among them did 
in their fchools deliver to their pupils all 
their dodrines and opinions by eruUation^ 
wherein they had acquired a wonderful 
eloquence, and of incredible variety. But 
the great charaderiftic, by which their 
chief iages were befl diftinguifhed, was 
a certain pofltion of countenance, which 
gave' undoubted intelligence to what de- 
gree or proportion the fpirit agitated the 
inward ma&. For after certain gripings^ 
the windf and vapours ifliiing foith, having 
£rft by their turbulence and convuUicms 
^thia caufed an earthquake in mkn's little 
world, diflorted the mouth, bloated the 
fcheeksj.aod gave the eyes a temye kind 
e&rdieao. At which junfhires, all their 
ixltbes vrq^e received, for facred, the iburer 
the better, and fwallowed with infinite 
conibladoh by their meager devotees. 
And, .to render thefe yet more complete, 
becauifi the breath of man's life is in his 
noftrils, therefore the choiceft, moft edify- 
Jng, aixd tooft enlivening i^/fiJ^f were very 

T 3 wifely 
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wifely conveyed through that vehicle, to 
^ve them a tincture as they paflcd. 

Their gods were the four windsy whom 
they worihipped, as the fpirits that pcr« 
Vade and enliven the univerfeyand as thpfe 
from whom ^lone all infpiratum tan pro- 
perly be faid to proceed. However, the 
chief of thefe, to whom they performed 
the adoration of * latria, was th&almtgh' 
ty North 'y an ancient deity, wiiam the 
inhabitants of Megalopolis in Greece had 
likewise in the higheft reverence :. ^ m»^ 
wum deorwn Bar earn ntaxime celidrumt. 
This god, though endued wi^ ubiqciity, 
was yetfuppofed by theprofounder^/7^^ 
to pofie^ one peculiar habitation, or (to 
^eak in form) a caelum ampyrteumy where* 
in he was more intimately prefent. This 
was fituated in a certain region, well 
known to the ancient Greeks^ by them cal-r 
ied, £««»«, or the land of darhtefs. And 
although many controverfles hare ariien 
upon that matter ; yet fo much is undif> 
puted, that from a region of the like di*- 
mminotfon the mof^ refined ^0^^ have 

• Latria is that worfliip wfiich n P^d qaly tP ^.fupremv 

bor« 
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borrowed their cM"iginal ; from whence in 
every age the zealous among their prieft- 
hood have brought over their choiceft /«- 
ffiraiion^ fetching it with their own hands 
fr6m thefounteift-head in certain bladders^ 
and difploding it among the ledaries in all 
nations, who did, and do, and ever will) 
daily ga(p and pant after it. 

• Now, their myfteries and rites were 
t)C»^9rmed in this manner* It is* weM 
known amcHig the learned, that the vir- 
tuofp*s of former ages had a contrivance 
€or carrying and prcferving mnds in cafks 
or barrels, which Was of great affiftance 
upon long fca voyages ; and the lofs of fb 
tifefiil an art isit prefent is very much to be 
laniented, although, I know not how, 
witli great negligence omitted hy\Panci-' 
roUus, It was an invention afcribed to 
iMi>lm himfelf, from whom this fed is 
deolominated, and who, in honour of 
their founder's memory, have to this day 
prefcrved great numbers of thofc barrels^ 
whereof they fix one in each of their tem- 
plea^- firft beating oiJt the top ; into this 

* An author who writ Dt Artibus ptrditist &c. of arts loft, 
and cf art* uivented. 

T 4 barrel; 



169 A TALE OF A TUB. 

Sarreli'xi^n folemn days^the prieft en;^ 
tcrs 5 whercj having before duly prepared 
himfelf l>y the methods drcady deieribed, 
a fecret funnel is alfo conveyed from his 
pofteriors to the bottom of the barrel^ 
which admits new fupplies of iafpirjatioa 
from a northrn chink pr.craoy. Where- 
upon, you behold him fwell immediately 
to the (hape and (ize of his 'Oejfel, In this 
pofture he difembogues whole teipp^ 
upon his auditory, as the ff4rit from W 
ncath gives him utterance 5 which, ifiuiog 
ex adytis et femfralibus^ is not performed 
without much pain and gripings^ And, 
the wind in breaking forth * deals with 
his face as it. does with that of the fea,'firft 
blackening, then wrinkHngi and, at laft, 
hurjiing it info a/oam^ U in in this guife^ 
the; facred ^ollft delivers his oracular 
belches to his panting difciples ; of whom, 
fome are greedily gaping after the (andi-r 
£ed breath \ others are all the while hymiVr 
ing out the prailes of the mnds ; and, gent-r 
-ly wafted to and fro by their own kuow 
mingi do thus reprefent the foft breezes 
of their deities appeafed. 

• Tills is an exad defcrip* face by enthufiaftic preacfac-s. 
tion or the chaqges made in the It 
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It is from this cuftom pftbe priefts, that 

fome authors, maintain . thefe ^olifts to^ 

have bqen very; ancient in the . world. Be^ 

caufe the delivery of their myfteries, which 

X have juft now meqtioned, appears ex- 

^ly tl)e fame with that of other ancient 

oracles, whofe inspirations were owing tQ 

certain fpbterraneous effluviums of wind^ 

delivered with the fame pain to the prieftj 

and much about the fame influence on the; 

peqple. It is true indeed, that thefe w^re 

pie(|uently managed and direded hyfemak 

p^cersj whoie organs were underftood to 

^e^rbetter difpofed for the admi/Hon of 

^hofe oracular gujis^ as entering and paf- 

jing. up through a receptacle of greater 

cai^city, and caufing al& a pruriency by 

the way, fuch as, with due management^ 

iiath.beeti refined ^om carpal into a fpiri* 

tual extafy* And> to ftrengthen this pro* 

Icnmd conjedure, it is farther infifted, that 

this cuftom cS feptale pri^ft^ is kept up 

iim in certain refined coUeees oi our mo^ 

(lern^olifisy who are agreed to receive their 

infpiration deriveid through the receptacle 

^forefaid, like their anceflors, xhtjibyls* 

• Quakers, who AifFer their women to preach and pray. ' 

5 And, 
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And, whereas the mind of a man, when 
he gives the ipurand bridle to his thoughts, 
doth never nop, but naturally Allies out 
into both extremes of high and low, of 
good and evil ; his iiril flight of fancy 
commonly tranfports him to ideas of what 
is moft perfed, finiQied, and exalted ; till 
Iiaving foared out of his own reach and 
ii^t, not well perceiving how near the 
frontiers of heighth and depth border upon 
each other; with the fame courfe and wing^ 
he 6ills down plum into the loweft bottom 
of things ; like one who travds the eafi 
into the wefl \ or like a ftrait line drawn 
by its own length into a circle. Whether 
a tindure of malice in our natures makes 
Iw fond of furnifhing every bright idea 
widi its reverfe ; or, whether reaf(m, re- 
fleding upon the fum of things, can like 
the fun ferve only to enlighten one half 
of the globe, leaving the other half by 
nece£ity under fhade and darknels ; or, 
whether fancy^ flying up to the imagina- 
tion of what is highefl: and beft, becomes 
over-fhort, and fpent, and weary, and 
fuddenly falls, like a dead bird of para- 
dife, to the ground: or whether, after 

all 
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«I1 thefe metofhyjkal oonje^tures, I hat6 
«iot intirely miiTed the true reaibn ; the pro- 
|x>fition however, which hath flood me in 
ib m\ich GtFCumftance, is altogether true; 
that, as the moft uncivilized parts of man- 
kind hav6 ibme way or other climbed up 
into the' conception oi zgod^ or fupreme 
power, ib they have feldom forgot to 
pcovide their fears with certain ghaftly 
tiotions, which, inilead of bettef, have 
fcrvcd them pretty tolerably ior a dev^. 
And this proceeding feems to be natural 
enough j for it is with ifieh, whofe imagi^ 
nations are lifted up ^very high, after the 
£ime r$te, as with thoie, whofe Ixxlies 
tiref>; that, as they a;pe delisted with 
the advantage of a vstaxtr contempilatioii 
upwards, fo they are equally tenifiiBd 
with, the difmal profpe^Eb of the- pr6d|>ic6 
below. Thus, in the choice of a devily it 
hath been the ufual miethod of niaiikind 
to fingle out fbme being, either iha^, of 
in vifion, which was in mofl antipathy to 
the god they had framed. Thus alfo the 
ie£t of Molifis pofTefTed themfelves with 
a dread, and horror, and hatred of two 
malignant natures, betwixt whom, and 

the 
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the deities they adored, perpetual enmity 
was eftabli(hed. ^ The firil of thefe wai 
the'cameljon, {worn foe t;o in/jl»rationy 
who in fcorti devoured large influences <^ 
their god, without refunding the fmalleft 
blaft by eruBation, The other was a huge 
terrible monfter, called Moulinavmty who^ 
with four ftrong arms, waged eternal bat-r 
tie with all their divinities, dezterbufly 
turning to avoid their blows, and repay 
them with intereft. -■ ■ ■ 

Thus fiirniQied, andfetout wi^geds^ 
as well as devilsy was the renowned fed 
oiij^^iffts, which makes at this day ib 
illuftrious a figure in the world, and 
wh^eof , that polite nation of Laplanders 
titci' i^ypnd all doubt, a mod authentic 
br&neJi.; of whom- I therefore cannet^ 
without tajuftice^ here omit -to. 'make ho* 
npurable mention i - ilnce they ^appear to 
be ^«ipfely allied in point of intereft, i( 
we^rais; inclinations, with their tnot^Kr 
^^Ufi»* among us, as not cxily. ' to . buy 
Xl^tiirwinds by wholefale from -the ^^Rflbc 

* T Jo KotwelT'dnJerftand lowing lines^^e'alfed AKniffv a 

what the author aims jtf here, Vi9t^ which is the frtmh^tOkiRt 

any more than by the terrible for a windmill. 
monfter, mcotioAed in the foU 

mer- 
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merchants) but alfo to. retail them after 
xJtitfame rate and method, and to cuilom> 
ors much alike. . v , \ 

;. Now^.'i whether the fyftem here deli- 
vered was wholly compiled by Jack y or, 
as ibme writers believe, rather copied 
^m the original ztDelpbos^ with certain 
additions and emendations, fuited to the 
times and circumftances ; I (hall not d)* 
Iblutely determine. This I may affirm, 
that jack gave it at leaft a new tum^ and 
formed it into the fame drefs and nlodel, 
^ it lies deduced by me. 
• I have long fought after this oppbrtti* 
liity of doing juftice to a fociety of Aoen, 
fsr whom I have a peculiar honour 3 and 
whofe opinions, as well as pradices, have 
been 'extremely mifreprefented, andlirai 
ducedy by the malice or ignoranod < «»f 
their ' ad vecfaries. For, I think it <6ne of 
thegreateft, and beft of human adiods tA 
remove prejudices, and place thsngi} in 
their trueft and ^reft light; whidi^vl 
therefore boldly undertake, without any 
regards of my own, be(ide the confcienc^> 
the honour^ and the thanks^ - •>'- 

fS -• 
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S E C T. IX. 

A dtgrejpon concerning the original^ the 
ufcy and improvement of madods tM a 
commomvealtb, 

NOR iliall it any ways detiad from 
the juft reputation of this famous 
ia&y that its rife and inftitution are owing 
to fuch an author, as I have defcribed^oci 
to be; a peribn whofe intelleduals were 
overturned, and his brain (haken out of 
its natural pofition ; which we commonly 
fuppofe to be a diftemper, and call by the 
Tizxaid[ madnefs OT phrenzy. For, if we- 
take a fur\'ey df the greateft adions^ thaC 
have been performed in the world under 
the influence of iingle men ; which arei 
the efiabUJbment of new empires fy conqueft ; 
the advance and progrefs ofnewfcbemes in 
pbilofophy \ and the contrivingy as well as 
the propagating of new religions ; wc fhall 
find th^ authors of them all to have beep 
peribns, whofe natural reafbn had iadmit- 
ted great revolutions from their diet, their 
education, the prevalency of fome certain 
temper, together with the particular in- 
fluence 
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iluence of air and climate. Befides, there 
is fbmething individual in human minds, 
tl;^at easily kindles at the accidental ap- 
proach .and.colliilon of certain circum- 
flances, which, though of paultry and 
mean appearance, do often flame out into 
the greateft emergencies of life. For, 
great turns are not always given by firong 
hands, but by lucky adaption, and at 
proper feafons ; and it is of no import, 
where the fire was kindled, if the vapour 
ha$ once got up into the brain. For, the 
tapper region <x man is furniihed like the 
middle region of the air; the materials are 
formed from caufes of the widefl differ- 
ence, yet produce at laft the fame fubftance 
andened. Miflsarife from theearth^ fleams 
f^prnduiigbUs, exhalations from the fea, 
ai^d Jmoke from 6re ; yet all clouds are 
thjS; fameiti compofition, as well as confe- 
quence^i and the fumes ifTuing from a 
jak^s will fprniih as comely and ufeful & 
vapour, a»:incenfe from an altar. Thus 
far, I fuppofe, will eafily be granted me; 
and then it will follow, that as thjcr face 
of nature never produces rain, but when 
it is over-caft and diilurbedi fb human 

under- 
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ttnderftanding, feated in the braiti, muft 
be troubled and overfpread' by vapours) 
amending from the lower faculties to 
water the invention, and render it fruitful; 
Now, although thefe vapours^ (as it hath 
been already faid)are of as various original) 
as thofe of the (kies ; yet the crops they 
produce, differ both in kind and degree^ 
merely according to the foil. I Will pro- 
duce two inftances to prove and eitplain 
what I am now advancing^ 

'A certain great prince raifed a. mighty 
army, filled his coffers with infinite trea- 
fiiTCSf provided an invincible fleet, and 
all this, without giving the \caA part of 
hi&.deflgn to his greateft miniflers) or his 
nearefl favourites. Immediately the whole 
world was alarmed ; the neighbouring 
crowns in trembling expedaticms) tow^s 
what point the ftorm would but^j the 
(mail politicians every^where fotmlnd^ pib^ 
found conjedures. Some believ^^^e ll^ 
laid a fcheme for univerfal maaitthyi 
others, after much infight, iiol«ni^fiRed 
the matter to be a prc^edt- fcnr 'fulling 
down the pope^ and fetting up the reform" 

* This v/a's Harry the Crtbt of France, 
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ed religion, which had once been his own» 
Some again of a deeper fagacity, ient him 
into Afia to fubdue the Turky and recei- 
ver Pakftine, In the midft of all thefe 
projeds and preparations a certain ^Jiate-^ 

Jurgeofty gathering the nature of the dif- 
eafe by thefe fymptoms, attempted the 
cure, at one blow performed the operati-^ 
on, broke the bag, and out flew the va'^ 
four i nor did any thing want to render 
it a compleat remedy, only, that tho 
prince unfortunately happened to. die in 
the performance. Now is the reader cxr 
ceeding curious to learn, from whence 
xicL}Avapour took its rife, which liad fo long 
fet the nations at a gaze, what fecret wheels 
what hidden fpring could put into motion 
ib wonderful an engine. It was aitocv 

~ wards difcovered, that the movement of 
this wj^le machine had been directed by 
an ^foSsxiXjemaley whofe eyes had Hai&d a 
protubenancy, and before emiffion flie sval 
removed into an.enpsiy-s country.. "V^ljai 
fhould^an unhappy prince do in fuch tick:^ 
U(h (fircuooftfttices; as thefe? he toed::in 

' Rmillat^ who (tabbed HMKrytbiGrtativJo\i eoach* 

. Vol. !• U vain 
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vain the poet's never-failing receipt oi cor- 
pora quteque ; for, 

Idque petit corpus mensy unds efi'faucia 

amore : 
Unde feritur, eo iendit^gefiitque coire, 

Lucr, 

Having to no purpofe ufed all peaceable 
endeavours, the colleded part oixhtfemeKi 
raifed and inflamed, became aduft, con- 
verted to choler, turned head upon the 
fpinal du<^, and afcended to the brain : 
the very fame principle, that influences a 
iully to break the windows of a whore, 
who has jilted him, naturally ftirs up a 
great prince to raife mighty armies, and 
dream of nothing but fieges, battles, and 
vi(3;ories, 

Teterritna belli 



Caufa- 



The other ' inflance is what I have 
Tead fomewhere in a very antient authpr of 
a mighty king, who, for the ffkace of 
above thirty years, amufed htmfelf t&tak-e, 

' This is meant of the prefent Fr»H<b king^ LtwifYXy. 

^ . . ~ . 4nd 



CONd£RNING MADNESS^ iy^ 

id lofe towns ; beat armies, and be beat- 
1 ; drive princes out of their dominions f 
ight cliildren from their bread and butter} 
arn, lay wafte^ plunder, dragoonj maJP- 
;re fubjed and ftranger, friend and foe^ 
lale and female. It is recorded, that ths 
lilofophers of each country were in gravd 
ifpute upon caufes natural, moral, and 
>litical, to find out where they fhould 
fign an original folution oi this phano' 
enon. At laft, the vapour or fpMti 
hich animated the hero's brain j befng 
perpetual circulation, feized upon that 
gion of the human body fo renowned 
r furnifliing the * zibeta occidentalism 
id gathering there into a tumor, left th€( 
ft of the world for that time in peace* 
f fuch mighty confequence it isj where 
lofe exhalations £x; and of fo little, 
3m whence they proceed. The fame 
irits, which in their fuperior progrefs 
oUld conquer a kingdom, defcending 
YSf\ the anus^ conclude in tijjjiula. 

* Paracilfus, who was fo ed zikta oceidentalh, ot iutjl* 

ibija for <:h7nii{lr7> tried ern f/tv^, .the bade paru of 

experiment upon human tnan (according to his divifion 

xeoient, to make a perfume mentioned by the va^oxifagt 

it; which, when he had 163.} being the u/^. 
'Hght to perfedbn) he call- 

U a Let 
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L,et us next examine the great introdu- 
cers of new fchemes in philofophy, and 
fearch till we can find, from what faculty 
of the ibul the difpoiition arifes in mort^ 
man of taking it into his head to advance 
new fyftems, with fuch an eager zeal, in 
things agreed on all hands impoflible to be 
known : from what feeds this difpofitioa 
fprings, and to what quality of human 
nature thefe grand innovators have been 
indebted for their number of difeiples. 
Becaufe it is plain, that feveral of the chief 
among them, both antient and ftutdern^ 
were ufually miflaken by their adverfaries, 
and indeed by all, eixcept their own fol- 
lowers, to have been perfons crazed,, or 
out of their wits ; having generally pro- 
ceeded in the common courfe of theii 
words and anions by a method very dif- 
ferent from the vulgar dictates oH unrefined 
reafon \ agreeing for the mod part in thdr 
feveral models with their prefent undoubt- 
ed fucceflbrs in the acaditny o( modern 
Bedlam (whofe merits and principlest I/hall 
farther examine in due .place.) Of this kind 
were Epicurus^ Diogenesy Apiilkmiii;^^ Lu- 
creiiusy ParacelfuSy DgsCarfeSy^SLnd^.o- 

thersj 
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thei^; who, if they wcrie now in the world, 
tied faft, and' feparate from their follow- 
cra, ivould, in this ouf undiftinguifhing 
age, incur manifeft danger oi phlebotomy, 
-and w^/^j, and thains, zn^L dark chamber f, 
'and^raw. For, what man in the natu- 
ral ftate, or courfe of thinking, did €;ver 
^nccive it in his power to reduce the no- 
tions of all mankind exadlly to the fame 
length, and breadth, and heighth of his 
owa? yet, this is the firft humble and 
'•civil defign of all innovators in the em- 
pire of reafon. Epicurus modeftly hoped, 
that one time or other a certain fortuitous 
concourfe of all men's opinions, after per- 
"petiial juftlings, the fliarp with the fmooth, 
the light and the heavy, the round and the 
'fqtiare, would by certain cUnamina unite 
in the notions of fl^tf/»x ind voidi as thefc 
"did in the originals of all things . Cartefi- 
w reckoned to fee, before be died, the 
fentimehts of all philofophers, like fo many 
teffer ftars in his romantk fyftem, wrap- 
ped and ilrawn within his own vortex. 
Now, I would gladly be informed, how 
it is poflible to account for fuch imagina- 
tions as thefe in particular men, without 

U 3 recourfc 
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recQurfe to my pbaenomenon of vapwrs^ 
^fcendiag from the lower faculties to over- 
jfbadow the brain, and there diftilling into 
conceptions, for which the narrownefs of 
our mother tongue has not yet aillgned 
^ny other name, befides that of ntadnefs 
pv-phrenzy. Let us therefore now c»n- 
jedure, how it comes to pafs, that none 
tof thefe great prefcribers do ever fail pro- 
viding tl^mfelves and their notions with a 
number of implicite difciples. And, I 
think, th^ reafon is eafy to be afligned t 
for, there is a peculiar y?^^^ in the har- 
mony of human underfUnding, which in 
feyeral individnals is exadly of the lame 
tuning. This if you can dexteroufly fcrew 
up to its right key, and then flrike gently 
ppon it; whenever you have the good 
fortune to light among thofe of the fame 
pitch, they will, by a lecret necefiary 
Sympathy, flrike exadly at the fame time. 
And in this one circqmflance lies ^1 the 
fkill or luck of the matter; for .if you 
chance to jar the firing among thofe,. who 
are either above or below yjour own 
^eighth, inflead of fubfcribing to your doc- 
trine, they will tie you faft, call yon 
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mad, and feed you with bread and water. 
It is therefore a point of the niceft condud 
to diftingui(h and adapt this noble talent 
with refped to the differences of perfons 
and' of times, Cicero underftood this very 
well, when writing to a friend in England^ 
"with a caution, among other matters, to 
beware of being cheated by our hackney- 
coachmen (who, it feems, in thofe days 
were as errant rafcals as they are now) has 
thefe remarkable words: * Eft quod gau' 
deas te in ifia loca veniffe^ ubi aliquid fa- 
pere viderere. For, to fpeak a bold truth, 
it is a fatal mifcarriage foill to order affairs, 
as to pafs for ^ifool in one company, when 
in another you might be treated as a philo' 
fipher. Which 1 6.t(\vzfome certain gentle- 
inen of my acquaintance to lay up in their 
hearts, as a very feafonable innuendo. 

This, indeed, was the fatal miftake of 
that worthy gentleman, my moft ingeni- 
ous friend, Mr. Wotton : a perfon, in ap- 
pearance, ordained for great defigns, as 
well as performances ; whether you will 
confider his notions or his look$^ furely no 
mati ever advanced into the public with 

« Epift. ad Fam. Trebatio. 

U 4 fitter 



J 84 A DIGRESSIok) > 

Htter, quaMcatioos of body andiimnd for 
the propagation of a new religion. Oh, had 
tho& happy talents, jnifappHedtovain phi* 
lofophy, been turned into their properchan^- 
ncls oi dreams and vlfionsy where dtftortion 
pf mind and countenance are of fuch fovcr* 
reign ufe ; the bafe detra«^ing world would 
not then have dared to report, that fomc< 
thing is amifs, that his brain hath under- 
gone an unlucky (hake ; which even his 
\yio^ex ntodernijls thcmielves, like un-;- 
grates,, do whiiper ib loud, that it reaches 
pp to the very garret lam now writing jo. 
Laftly, whofoever pleafes to look into 
the fountains oi enthufiafmy from wh^ce 
in all ages liave eternally proceeded &ch 
fattepdrtg flreams, will 6nd the ipring 
head to have been as trouhled and muddy 
as the current : of fuch gr^at emolument 
is a dndlurc of this vapoury which the 
world c^ls madnefs^ that without its help 
the ivorld Would not only be deprived of 
thpfe two great bleiUngs, conquejis and 
£/Jiems^ butevenall mankind woulduhhapir 
pily be tcduced to the feme belijcfin things 
invifible. Now, the {otvosx pfltdqtufpL 
being held, that it is pf no import from 

wha? 
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what originals this «^/0ar pcdcee^s,: but 
either in whsLtangks it ftrikes and fpreadl 
over the underftandiog, or upon what 

fpecies of < brain it afcends ^ it will be a 
very ddicate point to ciit the feather^ and 
divide the feveral reafbns to a nice and' cu- 
rious reader, how this numerical difierence 
in the biain can produce efFeds of fo vaft a 
difference from the fame vapoury as to be 
the fole point of individuation between 
.Alexander the Great .^ Jack ofJ^eyderty and 
Monfieur Des Cartes, The present aigU'? 
mentis the mod iStbdraded, that ever I 
icngaged in ; it firains my faculties to their 

' highefl Aretch : and I defire the reader to 
attend with utmofl perpenfity ; for I now 
proceed to unravel this knotty point. ^ 

' There is in mankind a certain * 

• n « «.« « * »«^ 

Hit multa « 41 .\ ; ,,«^ 

dejiderantur, % « p . * ! 

* . *\ * And this I take to be* 
dear folution of the . matter. 



A. 



* Herd n ■nother defeA ih a ibiation; andit^ere will V. 
the manufcript ; but I think .all metapbyfical cobweb pre-! 
the author did wilely, and that blems were no otherwiTe an- 
(he matter* whidi thus flrained. fwered. 
|iii fitcultieiy wai not wort)) 

Having 
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Having therefore fo narrowly paffed 
through this intricate difficulty, the read- 
er will, I am fure, agree with me in the 
conclufion ; that if the tnod^ns mean by 
madnefs only a diflurbance or tranfpofi- 
tion of the brain, by force of certain va- 
fours iffiiingup from the lowef faculties; 
then has this madnefs been the parent of 
:all thofe mighty revolutions, that have 
happened in etJ^ire^ in philofaffhy^ and in 
reigfon. For, the brain, in its natural 
^ution and ftate of ferenity, difpoieth its 
owner to pafs his life in the common forms 
without any thoughts of fubduing multi- 
•tude&to his own power, his reafonsy or his 
^ifunsy and the more he fhapes hi& xar- 
derfbmding by the pattern of human learn- 
ing, the lefs he is inclined to form parties 
after his particular notions; becaufe that 
inflruds him in his private infirmities, as 
well as in the flubbom ignorance of the 
people. But when a man*s fancy gets 
^fiftrideon hik reaibn; when imagination is 
at cufFs with the fenfes ; and common un- 
derflanding, as well as common fenfe, is 
kicked out of doors ; the firft profelyte he 
makes, is himfelf ; and when that is once 

compafled. 
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compafTed, th^ difficulty, is not fo great in 
bringing over others ; a ftrong dclufion 
always operating from iviihout^ as vigo-- 
roufly as from within. For cant and vilion 
are to the ear and the eye the fame, that 
tickUng is to the touch. Thofe cntcrtain<^ 
jnents and pleafures we moft value in life, 
are fuch as dupe and play the wag with 
the fenfes. For, if we take an examina- 
tion of what is generally underAood by bap- 
pinefsy as it has refpedl either to the under- 
Jftanding or the fenfes, we fhall iiod all 
its. properties and adjunds will herd under 
this fhort definition : that, it is a perpetual 
foffejfton ^f being well deceived. And firft, 
with relation to the mind or underAand*^ 
ing, it is manifefl, what mighty advan- 
tages fidion has over truth ; and the rea-- 
fon is juft at our elbow, becaufe imagina- 
tion can build nobler fcencs^ and produce 
more wonderful revolutions, than fortune 
or nature will be at ^xpence to fursilh, 
>]<>r is mankind (o much to Uame in his 
choice thus determining him, if we con- 
iider that the debate merely lies between 
tbingt pafiy and things conceived: and fo 
the que(Uon is only. t£is j, ^whether things^ 

tlwt 
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that have place in the imagination^ may 
not as properly be faid to exifi, as ihofe 
that arc feated in the memory ; which may 
be juftly held in the affirmative, and very 
much to the advantage of the former, lincc 
this is acknowledged to be the ivom^ of 
things, and the other allowed to be no 
more than the grave. Again, if we take 
this definition of happinefs, and examine 
it ^ith reference to the fenfes, it will be 
acknowledged wonderfully adapt. How 
fading and infipid do all objedls accoft us 
that are not conveyed in the vehicle of de- 
btjionl how fhrunk is every thing, as it 
appears in the glafs of nature! fothat if it 
were not for the affiftance of artificial 
meditemiy falfe lights, refraded angles, 
TarniOi and tinfel ;' there would be a 
mi^ty level in the felicity and enjoyments 
of ftiottal men. If this were feribufly con- 
iidired by the world, as I have a certain 
reafon to fufpeA it hardly will, men would 
no longer reckon among their high points 
of wifdom the art of expofing weak fides, 
and publifhing infirmities; an employ- 
ment, in my opinion, neither better nor 
worfe than that pf untnajkingy which, I 

think. 
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think,, has never been allowed fair ufage, 
either m the wor/J, or the p/qy-iou/e. 

In the proportion that credulity is ,4 
more peaceful poiTeiHon of the mind^ than 
curiouty ; fo far preferable is that ti^ifdom, 
which converfcs about the furface, to that 
pretended philofophy, which enters ipto 
the depth of things, and then come^ 
gravely back with informa^iions and dif<?Or 
veries, that in the infide they are good for 
nothing, . The two fenles^ to which all 
objeds firft addrefs themielves, areithf 
fight and the touch ; thefe never ej^an^^e 
farther than the colour, the ih^pe, the 
fize, and whatever other qualities xlw4li 
or are drawn by art upon the outward, of 
bodies ; and then comes reafon oi£lciouJ(l/ 
with tools for cutting, and Qpenii)g}, ,apd 
mangling, and piercing, offering, t^.4cr 
monftrate, that they are not of tl^^j^i^ 
confiftence quite through. ,NpWfi.,t^ 
all this to be the lail degree pfpervert^ii^ 
nature^ one of whofe eternal layiff^it,^^ 
to put her beil furniture forwardy^ ^Tf^d 
therefore, in order to iave the cihajjge? of 
all fuch expeniive anatomy for the tia]ie.,t9 
come, I do.heic? tiiink £it to in^m tl)^ 

reader. 
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reader, that id luch condufions as thefe 
reafon is certainly in the right ; and that 
in tnoft corporeal beings, which have fal- 
len under my cognizance, the outjide hath 
been infinitely preferable to the in: where- 
of I have been farther convinced from 
fome late experiments. Laft week I faw 
a woman flayed^ and you will hardly be- 
lieve, how much it altered her perfon for 
the worfe. Yefterday I ordered the car- 
cafe of a beau to be dripped in my pre- 
ience ; when we were all amazed to find 
fb many unfufpeded faults under one fuit 
of cloaths. Therf I laid open his bram^ 
his btart^ and his fpleen : but I plainly 
perceived at every operation, that the far- 
ther we proceeded, we found thedefeds in- 
creafe upon us in number and bulk : from 
all which, I juftly formed this cbnclufk>n 
to myfelf ; that whatever philofbpber or 
projector can find out an art to folder and 
patch up the fiaws and imperfections of 
nature, will deferve much bettd* of toisti^ 
kind, and teach us a mote ufefol ibience, 
than that fo much in pfefent'eftefcm, of 
widening and expofing them, like him, 
who hc\da»aiomy to be the ultimate end 

of 
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oi pbyjic, Aad he, whof^ fortunes! and 
difpohtions have placed him . in a .cpn- 
venient ftation to enjoy the fruits of dwi 
noble art; he that can with Epicurus coo^ 
tent his ideas with the^/;xaod images^ that 
fly ofFupon his fcnfes from th&fuperfcks of 
things ; fuch a man, truly wife, creamjl 
o£F nature, leaving the four and the dregs 
for philofophy and reafon to lap up. This 
is thefublime and refined point of felicity,- 
called the poJfejUion of heing weU decehed % 
the ferene peaceful Aate of being a fool z.'-* 
mong knaves. 

But to return to madnefs. It is certain, 
that according to the fyftem I have above 
deduced, every /pedes thereof proceeds 
from a redundancy oi vapours ; therefore, 
as fome kinds of pbrenzy give double 
ilrength to the finews,fo there are of other 
fpeciesy which add vigour, and life> and 
4>irit to the brain : now, it ufually hap^ 
pens, thatthefe active fpirits, getting poA 
^iHon of the brain, refemble thofe that 
haunt other wafie and empty dwelliogs, 
which for want of buiinefs either vanilh, 
and carry away a piece of the houfe, or 
elfc ilay at home and fling it all out of the 

windows. 
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ivindows. By which are myftically dif" 
played the two principal branches oimad- 
nefsy and which fome phildbphen, not 
coniidering fo well as I, have miftaken to 
be different in their caufes, overhaftily af- 
figning the flrfl to deficiency, and the o* 
ther to redundance. 

I think it therefore maniren:, from what 
I have here advanced, that the main point 
offkilland addrefs is to furnifh employment 
for this redundancy of vapour, and pru- 
dently to adjuft the fe-afon of it ; by which 
means it may certainly become of cardinal 
and catholic emolument in a common- 
wealth. Thus one man chufing a proper 
jundure, leaps into a gulph, from thence 
proceeds a hero, and is called the faver of 
his country ; another atchieves the (arae 
enterprize, but, unluckily timing it, has 
left the brand of madnefs fixed as a re- 
proach upon hb memory ; upon fb nice a 
diflindion are we taught to repeat the. 
name oiCurtius with reverence and love ; 
that of Empedocles with hatred and cc»x- 
tempt. Thus alfo it is ufually conceived| 
that the elder Brutus only penonated the 
fool and mad-tnan for the good of the 

putilic; 
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public; but this ^as nothifig elfe/'.tban 
a radundaocy of the dmt Kfoffourlong 
piiapplicdy called by the Latins, ' Jnge^ 
nium par negotiis ; or^ to tranflate it as 
nearly as I can, a fort oiphrenzy^ never in 
its right element, till you take it up in 
the bufineis of the ftate. 

Upon 'all which, and iiiahy other rea-^ 
fcms of equal weightj though not equally 
curious, I do here gladly embrace an op- 
portunity I have long fought forj of recom- 
mending it as a very noble undertaking 
to Sir Edward SeyfHour, Sir Cbrijiopber 
Mufgrave^ Sir John BowiS) John Hona, 
£fqj and other patriots concerned, that 
they would move for leave td bring in a 
bill for appointing commifTioners to in- 
fpe6t into Bedlam^ and the parts adjacent) 
who (hall be impoweced to fend for per» 
fenty paptrSi and records', to examioe in^^ 
to the merits and qualifications of every 
fhident and profelTor ; toobferve withut- 
tnoft exafknefs their feveral difpofitions and 
behavioQr } by which means, duly diftin- 
g^tihiiig and adapting their talents, they 
might produce admirable inArumencs 

* tacit. 

Vol. I. X for 
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for the feveral offices in a* ftate, • ♦ * * 
* * civil ^nd mi/itary; proceeding in fuch 
methods as I (hall here humbly propofe. 
And, I hope the gentle reader will give 
fome allowance to my great folicitudes in 
this important affair, upon account of the 
high efteem I have borne that honourable 
fociety, whereof I had fome time the hap- 
pinefs td be an unworthy member. 

Is any fhident tearing his flraw in pieces- 
meal, /wearing and blafpheming, biting 
his grate, foaming at the mouth, and emp- 
tying his pilTpot in the fpefiator*s faces ? 
let the right worfhipful the commij/toners 
of infpeSHon^vt him a regiment of dra- 
goons, and fend him into Flanders among 
the refl. Is another eternally talking, fput- 
tering, gaping, bawling in a found with* 
out period or article? what wonderful 
talents are here miilaid ! let him, be fur-, 
nifhed immediately with a green bag and 
papers, and * three pence in his pocket, 
and away with him to Weftminfler-HalL 
You will find a third gravely taking the 
dimenlions of hi^ kennel ; a perfbn of 

•• EuUfiaftuttt. of the inns of court to ^F^* 

* A lawyer'* coach hire, mxnjitr, 
whrn t«ur together, from any 

fore- 
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fbrefight and iniight, thoug^h kept quite 
in the dark. ; for why, like Mofes^ ecce " 
€ornuta erat ejus fades. He walks duly 
in one pace, intreats your penny with due 
gravity and ceremony; talks much of hard 
times, and taxes, and the whore of Babylon \ 
bars up the wooden window of his cell 
conftantly at eight a-clock; dreams <^ 
Jir€^ and pop-lifters^ and court-cufiom^, 
ersy and privileged places. Now, what a 
.£gure would all thefe acquirements a- 
mount to, if the owner were fent into the 

^ ri/;' among his brethren I Behold a fourth, 
in much and deep converfation with him- 

* felf, biting his thumbs at proper jundlures ; 
his countenance checkered with bufineis 
and defign ; fometimes wialking very fad, 
with his eyes nailed to a paper that he 
holds in his hands : a great faver of time, 
lomewhat thick of hearing, very fhort of 
fight, but more of memory : a man ever 
in haftc, a great hatcher and breeder of 
biifineis, and excellent at the famous art 
oiwhifpering nothing : a huge idolater c^ 
monoiyllables and procraftination ; fb 

* Ctmutui is either horned Afe/es is defcribed in the vulgar 
or Oiining, and by tbil term LtttiH of th« bible. 

X 2 ready 
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ready to ghe his word to every body, that 
he never keeps it : one that has forgot the 
common meaning of words, but an admi-- 
rable retainer of the found : extremely 
fubjeft to the loofenefs^ for his accafions are 
perpetually calling him away. If you ap- 
proach his grate in his familiar intervals ; 
Sir^ fays he, give me a penny y andVll fing 
you a Jong : but give me the penny Jirfl, 
.(Hence comes the common faying, and 
commoner pradtice, of parting with money 
for a Jong.) What a compleat lyftem cm 
court Jkill 'i&hevQ. defcribedin every branch 
of it, and all utterly loft with wrong appli- 
cation I Accoft the hole of another ken- 
nel (firft ftopping your nofe) you will be- 
hold a furly, gloomy, nafty, flovenly mor- 
tal, raking in his own dung, and dabbling 
in his urine. The beft part of his diet is 
the reverfion of his own ordure, which, 
expiring into fteams, whirls perpetually 
about, and at laft re-infunds. His com- 
plexion is of a dirty yellow, with a thin 
icattered beard, exactly agreeable to that 
of his diet upon its firft declination ; like 
other infejfts, who having their birth and 
education in an excrement, from thence 
. borrow 
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borrow their colour and their finelK The 
ftudent of this apartment is very fparing of 
his words, but fomewhat over-liberal of 
his breath ; he holds his hand out ready r 
to receive your penny, and immediately 
upon receipt withdraws to his former oc- 
cupations. Now, is it not amazing to 
think, the fociety of Warwick-ldne {hould 
have no more concern for the recovery of 
fo uleful a member, who, if one may. 
judge from thefe appearances, would be- 
come the greateft ornament to that illuf- 
trious body ? Another, ftudent ilruts up 
fiercely to yoiir teeth, puffing with his 
lips, half fqueefing out his eyes, and very 
gracioufly holds you out his hand to kifs. 
The keeper defires you not to.be afraid of 
this profeffor, for he will do you rip hurt : 
to him alone is allowed the liberty of the 
anti-chamber, and the orator of the place 
gives you to underftand, that this fplemn 
perfon is a taylor run mad with pride. 
This cbnfiderabie ftudent is adorned vyith 
many other qualities,. upon which at pre- 
fcnt I (hall not farther: enlarge.— * Hark 

* I cfinnot conjeSure what thoog^ it is capable of moif 
the SBthor means here, or how than one interpretation, 
this chafm could be filled* 

X 3 in 
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in your ear — I am ftrangdy: miftaken, 
if all his addrefs, his motions, and his airs 
would not then be very natural^ and in 
their proper element, 

I (hall not defcend To minutely, as to in* 
fid upon the vaft number o£6eaux, JiMsrSy 
poets^ and politicians^ that the world might 
recover by fuch a reformation ; but what 
is more material, beiides the d^ar gain 
redounding to the commonwealth by (o 
large an acquifition of perfons to employ, 
whoie talents and acquirements, if I may 
be (o bold to affirm it, are now buried, or 
at lead misapplied i it would be a mighty 
advantage accruing to the public from 
this enquiry, that all thefe would very 
much excel, and arrive at ereat perfedjoQ 
in their feveral kinds j which, I think, is 
maniit^ft from what I have already (hewn, 
and Oiall inforce by this one plain inftancc; 
that, even I myfelf, the author of theJQ 
momentous truths, am a perfon, whoiq 
imaginations are hard-mouthed and ex- 
ceedingly difpofed to run away with liis 
reafofty which I have obferved from long 
icxpcrience to be a very light rider, and 
cafily fliaken ofFj upon which account, 

my 
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my fiieods will never truft me alone, with- 
out a iblemn promife to vent my fpecula- 
tions in this, ot the like manner, for the 
univeHal benefit of human kind ^ which 
perhaps the gentle, courteous, and candid 
reader, brimnjl of that modern charity and 
tendernefs ufually annexed to i>is office, 
wiU be very hardly perfuaded to believe; 

SECT, X. 
A FURTHER DIGRESSION \ 

IT is an unanfwerable argument of a 
very refined age, the wonderful civili- 
ties that have paf^d of late years between 
the nation of tfi/Mor/, and thatof r^/7^i?rx. 
There can hardly * pop out a/Z/zf, a pam- 
phlet , or a poemy without a prefece iull 
of acknowledgment to the world for the! 
general reception ^nd applaufe they have 
given it, which the lord knows where, or 
when, or how, or from whom it received. 

• This TcAion bu in foimar tliou^t neceflary for making 

editions been infilled, A Ttk if the title c6rreijx>nd with the 

aTiiti but thetafrnotbeine cotHents. 
continued till SefUoii XI. and *> This is literally true, at 

diis being only a further di- we may obferve in the prefaces 

greatly no vpoiogy can be to mofi plays, poems^ i^e. 

X 4 m 
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In due deference to fo laudable a cuftom, 
I do here return my humble thanks to bif 
majefyy and both houfes of parliamtnt ;- 
to thff lards of the king's rooft honourable 
privy*council ; to the reverend the judges; 
to the clergy y and gentry ^ ?LnA yeomanry of 
^his land : but in a more efpecial manner, 
to my worthy brethren and friends at 
TVilCs coffee-hcufey and Grejham-college, 
and fVanmck-lane^ aqd Mopr-felds-, and 
Scotland -y^rdy and Weftminfter-hally and 
Guild-hall: in fhort,' to all inhabitants 
^nd retainers whatfoeyer, either in court, 
or church, or camp, or city, or country j 
for their generous and univerfal acceptance 
of this divine treatife. I accept their ap- 
probation and good opinion with extreme 
gratitude, anfd, to the utmoil of my poor 
capacityj^ ihall take hold of all opportuni- 
ties to return the obligation. 

I am alfo happy, that fate has flung tne 
into fo blefled an age for the mutual felicicy 
of bookfellers and autborSy whom I may 
ikfcly affirm to be at this day the two only 
fatisfied parties in England, PtSnixi author 
how his laft piece hath fucceeded : wbyy 
truly y he thanks bis fiariy the fMrldbas, 

been 
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been very favour abie^ and he has not,, tbf 
ieafl reafin to complain : andyet^ hy G — ^_ 
he writ it in a week at bits andftartSy when, 
be could Jieal an hour from his urgent af-^ 
fairs ; as it is a hundred to one, you may 
fee farther in the preface, to which he ree- 
fers you ; and for the reft to the booklel^ 
ler. There you go as a cuftomer, and 
make the fame queftion: he blejfes his God 
the thing takes wonderfully, he.is jufi print-^ 
ing the fecond edition, and has but three 
left in his fhop. You beat down the price : 
Sir, wejhall not differ ; and, in hopes of 
your cuftom another time, lets you have 
it as reafonable as you pleafe ; and, pray 
fend its many of your acquaintance as you 
nioill, IJballupOHyotfr account furnip them 
all at the fame rate. 

Now, it is not well enough confidered, 
to what accidents and occadons the world 
is: indebted for the greateft part of thofe 
noble writings, which hourly ftart up to 
entertain it. If it were not for a rainy day, 
a drunken vigil, a fit ofthefpleen, a courfe 
of phyfic, a fieepy funday, an ill run at 
dice, a long tqylors bill, a beggar's purfe, 
foBiou^ bead, a hot fun, cofiive diet, 
3 want 
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want ofbooks, andajufi tmtempt i»fliatfh> 
mg : but for thefe events. I fay, and fome 
others too long to recite (efpecially a pru- 
dettt negleSi cf taking brimfiow inwardly) 
I doubt, the number of authors^ and of 
writingSy would dwindle away to a degree 
mod woful to behold. To confirm this 
opinion hear the words of the fameus 
'Troglodyte philofopher : // i$ certain ((aid 
he) fome grains of folly areofcourfedh-. 
nexed as part of the compoftion of human 
nature, only the choice is left us, whether 
we pleafe to wear them inlaid or ettibofled ; 
and we need not go very far tofeek how 
that is ufually dettt^minedy when we re^ 
member^ it is with human faculties as 
with liquors^ the ligbfefi will he ever at 
the top. 

There 19 in this famous iiland of Britain 
a certain t^yAxiyfcrihlery very voluminous, 
whole character the reader cannot vfh&lfy 
be a (hunger to,: He deals in a pernicious 
kind of writings, called fecondpartsi and 
tifually paiTes under the name of the au->^ 
thor ofthefirfi^ I eafily forefee, that as 
ibon as I lay down my pen, this nimbfe 
operator will have ftolen it, and treat me 

as 
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as inhumanly as he hath akeady done Pr. 
Blackmorcy Leftrange^ and many others, 
who £ball here be namelefs ; I therefore 
Ey for juftice and relief into the hands of 
that great reBifier of laddies *, and lover 
of mankind^ Dr. Bentleyy begging he will 
take this enormous grievance into his moft 
modern con£deration : and if it {hould lb 
happen, that the furniture of an afsj ia 
the fliape oi ?ifecond party muft for my fins 
be clapped by a miftake upon my back, 
that he will immediately pleafe^in the pre« 
ience of the world, to lighten me of the 
burthen, and take it home to bisvmnhoufe^ 
. till the true heafi thinks £t to call foir it. 
In the mean time I do here give this 
public notice, that my refolutions are to 
idrcumfcribe within this difcourfe the 
whole dock of matter, I have been fo 
many years providing. Since my vdn is. 
OQce opened* I am content to exhauft it 
all at a running, for the peculiar advan- 
tage of my dear country, and for the uni- 
verfal benefit of mankind. Therefore hof- 
pitably coniidering the number of my 

« Alluding to the trite pbnfe, fhit$ thtf«4dU mtbtvibt btrft, 

guefls, 
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guefts, they (hall have my whole enter- 
tainment at a meal ; and I fcorn to fet up 
th&Uofvings in tliei cupboard. What the 
guejis cannot eat, may be given to the 
poor } and the ' dogs under the table may 
gnaw the bcnes, . This I underftand for a 
more generous proceeding, than to turn 
the. company's ftomach by inviting them 
again to-morrow to a fcurvy meal of 
f craps. ^ 

, If the reader fairly confiders the flrength 
of what! I have advaticed in the foregoing 
fe<^ion, lam convinced it will produce a 
wonderful revolution in his notions and 
ppioicMis ; and he will be abundantly bet-* 
ter prepared to receive and to relifh the 
conduding part of this miraculous. Creatife. 
Reader<s may be divided into three clafles, 
x}a&fup4rfkialy ihGtgmraftt, and the iearjt^ 
ed: and I have with, much felicity fitted 
my pen to the genius and advantage of 
each* The fuperficial reader will be 
ftrangcjy provoked to laughter y which 
clears the bread and the lungs, is;fevereiga 

• By iogi, the author means in liis digrtffttn up«* erjfiu^ 
rommon injmKciooscfHicn, as page 103.' 
hi explains it-himlelf befoie 

againfl 
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againft ^z fpUetty and the moft innocent 
of all diuretics. The ignorant reader, be- 
tween whom and the formerthe diftiiidtibn 
is extremely nice, will find himielf dif- 
pofed to fiare ; which is an admirable 
remedy for ill eyes, ferves to raife and en- 
liven the- fpirits, and wonderfully helps 
perfpiration. But the reader truly iearn- 
edy chiefly for whofe benefit I wake when 
others fleep, and fleep when others wake, 
will here nnd fufficient matter to ernploy 
his fpeculations for the reft of his life, ft 
wer6 miich to be wifhed, and I do here 
humbly propofe for an experiment, that 
every prince in chrifiendom will take feven 
of the deepefl fcholars in hisdominipnsj and 
(hut them up clofe iovfeven years, mfeveH 
chambers, with a command to writeji^/;* 
ample commentaries on this comprehen- 
five difcourfe. I (hall venture to affirm; 
that whatever difference may be fou'tid in 
their feveral conjedures, they will be all; 
without the leaA diftortion, maiufeftly 
deducible from the text. Mean time, it 
is my earneft requeft, that fo ufeful an un- 
dertaking may be entered upon, if their 
majefties pleale, with all convenient Ipeed; 

becauis 
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becaufe I have a ftrong inclination, before 
I leave the world, to tafte a bleffingj 
which we tfiyfterious writers can feldom 
reach, till we have gotten into our graves; 
whether it is, that^M»^, being a fruit graf- 
fcd on the body, can hardly grow, and 
much lefs ripen, till tht fiock is in the 
earth : or, whether (he be a bird of prey, 
and is lured among the reft to purfue adf* 
ter the (cent of a carcafs : or, whether Oit 
conceives, her trumpet founds beft and 
^-theft, when (he ftands on a urniby by the 
advantage of a nfing ground) and the e*^ 
cho of a hollow vault. 

It is true, indeed, the republic of dark 
authon, after they once found out this 
excellent expedient of dyings have been 
peculiarly happy in the variety, as well as 
extent of their reputation. For, night ht-* 
ing the univerfal mother of things, wife 
phtlofbphers hold all writings to htfruit^ 
ful in the proportion they are dark ; and 
therefore, the * true iUuminated (that is 

' *■ A tmtie of the Re0tru' o'fthtologkal'phtkrfbplijttnade 

tians. Thefe were Fanatic al- up of almoft equal mixtures of 

chemMts, yirt)<> in fearch after pagan platonifm^Cbriflian qui- 

the great fecret had invented etifm, and the Jtm/h cabbala, 

a fneans altogether proportion- fVarhurtm ma the Rap* tf tbt 

«d to their end: it vt'a< a kind Isti. 

to 
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to iay, the darhfi of all) have met with 
fuch numberlefs commentators, whole 
Jcholafiic midwifery hath delivered them 
of meanings, that the authors themfelves 
perhaps never conceived, and yet may very 
juftly be allowed the lawful parents of 
them *, the words of fuch writers being 
like feed, which, however icattered at 
random, when they light upon a fruitful 
ground, will multiply far beyond either 
the hopes or imagination of the fower. 

And therefore in order to promote fb 
ufefiil a work, I will here take leave to 
glance a few innuendo*^, that may be of 
great afliftance to thbfe fublime fpirits, 
who fhall be appointed to labour in a uni- 
verfal comment upon this wonderful dif- 
courfe. And firil \ I have couched a very 
profound myftery in. the number of O's 
multiplied hyfeveny and divided by nine* 
Alfo, if a devout brother, of the rofy crofs 
will pray fervently for fixty-three morn- 
ings, with a lively faith, and then tranfpoie 
certain letters and fyUables according to 

•Nothing itmore frequentt ** This is wh»t the ttbbalijlt 

(ban for commentators to force smoog the Jnut have <ioae 

interpretations^ which the «tt- with the UUty and prcteniJ to 

thor never m«ant. 6nd wonderful myfteries by it. 

5 pre- 
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prefcription in the fecond and fifth fedionj. 
they will certainly reveal into a full receipt 
of the opus magnum. Laftly, whoever 
will be at the pains to cultivate the whole 
number of each letter in this treatife, and 
fum up the difference exadly between the 
feveral . numbers, afligning the true natu- 
ral caufe for every fuch difference j the 
difcoveries in the produft will plentifully 
reward his labour. But then he muft be- 
ware of* By thus and Sige, and be fure 
not to forget the qualities of Achamoth ; 
a cujus lacrymts bumeSia prodit fubftantiaj 
a rifu luciday a triftitia foliday et a timore 
mobilis j wherein * Eugenius Philaletbes 
hath committed an unpardonable miftake. 

THE 



* I was (old by an eminent it was found they were a fort 
divine^ whom I confidted on of cantor jargon of certain he* 
this point, that thefe two bar- retics, a^nd therefore very pro* 
barous words, with that of A- pcrly prefixed to fuch a book 
fhemoih, and its qualities, as as this of our author- 
here fet down, are quoted from ^ yid, Anima magica ab- 
Irtnaus, This he difcovered fcondita. 
by fearching that ancient wri- To the abovem cn tioncJ 
ter for another quotation of our treatife, called Anihnp$fifki^ 
author, which he has placed Iheomapia^ there it anolhct 
in the title-page, and refers to annexed, called Ammm nmgiiM 
the book and chapter ; the cu- ahfimdita^ written by the ftnie 
rious were very inquifitive, author, Vaughtm^ under tht 
whetherthofe barharous words, name of Eugmiks PUUetba^ 
hafyma tatahmfo^ Uc, are really but ia neithar of ibofc trcacifet 
in Irtnmus^ and upon enquiry^ if 
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S E C T. XI. 
A TALE OF A TUB. 

AFTER fo wide a compafs as I have 
wandered, I do now gladly over- 
take, and clofe in with riiy fubjed, and 
ihall henceforth hold on with it an everi 
pace to the end of my journey, except fome 
beautiful profpe<9: appears within fight of 
my way ; whereof though at prcfent t 
have neither warning nor expediation, yet 
upon fuch an accident, come when it will, 
I fhall beg my reader's favour and com- 
pany, allowing me to conduft him through 
it along with myfelf For in ivritivg^ \t 
is as in travelling ; if a man is in hafte to 
be at home (which I acknowledge to ht 
none of my cafe, having never fo little 
bufinefs, as when I am there) if his borfi 
be tired with long riding, and ill ways, 
or be naturally a jade, ladvife him clearly 

19^1^ |i|V7 mention of acia- ed from Jrm^s. thodgfa .1 

mnb^ or its qualities, fo that know not from wnat. part, t 

this if nothing boi amufement^ believe oAe of the author's 

iMid A ridicule of dark# unin* defigns was to fet curious men 

telligible writers ; only the a hunting through indexes/and 

.words, a ct^us lacrpnist (fc, enquiring for books out of thai 

are, as we havefaidy tranfcrib^ coneiiDon road. 

Vol. I. Y .to 
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to make the flraiteft and the commoned 
road, be it ever fo dirty : but then furely 
we muft own fuch a man to be a fcurvy 
companion at beft ; he /patters bimielf 
and his fellow-travellers at every flep: 
all their thoughts, and wifhes, and con- 
verfation, turn intirely upon the fubjed 
of their journey's end ; and at every fplaOi 
and plunge, and ftumble, they heartily 
wifli one another at the devil. . . 

On the other iide, when a traveller and 
his borfe are in heart and plight ; when 
his purfe is full, and the day before him ; 
he takes the road only where it is clean and 
convenient ; entertains his company there 
as agreeably as he can ; but, upon the 
firft occasion, carries them along with 
him to every delightful fcene in view, who* 
ther of art, of nature, or of both ; and if 
they chance to refufe, out of ftupidity 
or wearibefs ; let them jog on by themr 

felves and bed n*d; he'll overtake them 

at the next town ; at which arriving, jbc 
rides furioufly through ; the men, women, 
and children run out to gaze ; a irundrcd 
• noify curs imh harking after him, of which 

' By thefe are meant what the author ealla, the trut iri&St 
P«ge 103. 

if 
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if he honours the boldeft with a lap of 
hit whip, it is rather out of fport thau re-^ 
venge: but fhould iovoR fgurer mongrel 
dare too near an approach, he receives a 
falute on the chaps by an accidental flroke 
fix)m the courier's heels, nor is any ground 
loft by the blow, which fends him yelping 
and limping home. 

I now proceed to fum up the fingular 
adventures of my renowned Jack j the 
ftate oi whofe difpofitions and fortunes 
the careful reader does, no .doubt, mod 
exadly remember, as I laft parted with 
them in the conclufion of a former fedtion. 
Therefore his next care muft be from two 
of the foregoing to extrad a fcheme of 
notions, that may beft fit his underftand-* 
ing for a true relifh of what is to enfue. 

JACK had not only calculated the firii 
ferolution of his brain fo prudently $ as to 
give rife to that epidemic fed oiMolifts^ 
but fucceeding alfo into a new andftrangd 
variety of conceptions, the fruitfulnefs of 
his imagination led him into certain noti- 
ons, which, although in appearance very 
unaccountable, were not without their 
my Aeries and their meanings, nor wanted 

V a followers 
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followers to countenance and improve 
them. I fliall therefore be extremely care- 
ful and exad: in recounting fuch material 
paffages of this nature, as I have been able 
to colled, either from undoubted tradi- 
tion, or indefatigable reading, and fhall 
defcribe them as graphically as it is pofli- 
b!e, and as far as notions of that heighth 
and latitude can be brought within the 
compafs of a pen. Nor do I at all queftioa 
but they will furnifli plenty of noble mat- 
ter for fuch, whofe converting imaginati- 
ons dilpofe them to reduce all things into 
types ; who can msk&JhadoivSy no thanks 
to the fun ; and then nlould them into fub- 
ftances, no thanks to philofophy ; whofe 
peculiar talent lies is fixing tropes and al- 
legories to the letter y and refining what is 
literal into figure and myftery. 

JACK had provided a fair copy of his 
father's will, engrofled in form upon a 
large fkin of parchment ; and refolving 
to a6b the part of a moft dutiful fbn, he 
became the fondeft creature of it ima- 
ginable. For although, as I have often told 
the reader, it confifted wholly in certain 
plain, ealy diredions about the manage- 
• * ment 
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ment and wearing their coats, wkh lega- 
cies and penalties in cafe of obedience or 
n^gled ; yet he began to .entertain a fan- 
cy jthat the matter was deeper and darker y 
and therefore muft needs have a great deal 
more of myftery at the bottom. Gentle- 
men^ faid he, I will prove this very skin of 
farchment to be meat, drinky and cloth, to 
he .the philofopher s Jlone, and the univerfal 
medicine, * In confequence of which rap- 
tures, he refolved to make ufe of it in the 
moft neceflary, as well as the moft paltry 
occaiions of life. He had a way of work- 
ing it into any fliape he pleafed ; fo that it 
ferved .him for a night-cap when he went 
•to bed, and for an umbrella in rainy 
weather. He would lap a piece of it about 
afore toe, or, when he had fits, bum two 
inches under his.nofe; or, if any thing 
Jay heavy on his ftomach, fcrape off, and 
fwallow as much of the powder as would 
li^oha filver penny, they were allinfd- 
Hble remedies. ^With analogy to thefe 
fdinements, his common talk and conver- 

■ The autftor here lafbet fcripture phnfe on all occafi- 
Aofepretea4erstonurky, who ons, 
place', lb much iBerit ' in ullng 

Y 3 fation, 



114 A TALE OF A TUB. 

fation, ■ ran wholly in the phrafe of hw 
will, and he circumfcribed the utmofl of 
bis eloquence within that compafs, not 
daring to let flip a fyllable without autho- 
rity from thence. Once, at a ftrange houfe, 
te was fuddcnly taken fhort upon an 
urgent juncture, whereon it may not be 
allowed too particularly to dilate ; and 
being not able to call to mind, with that 
fuddennefs the occafion required, an au- 
thentic phrafe for demanding the way to 
the back-fide, he chofe rather, as the moft 
prudent courfe, to incur the penalty in 
iuch cafes ufually annexed. Neither was 
it poffible for the united rhetoric of man- 
kind to prevail with him to make himfelf 
clean again; becaufe, having confulted 
the will upon this emergency, he met 
with a * paflage near the bottom (whether 

foifted 

• Tht pr^ijlant £ffintirs nfc * meaning^ here, v^hicb^ I wouU 
fcripiun phrafes in their fi^ri- be very glad to know, becaufe 
ous difcourfes and compofures, it feems to be of importince. • 
more than the church- ^f-Eng- Ibid. Incurring the pin0hf in 
land men ; accordingly Jack is fuch caftt ufuaUj amtixid^ wants 
introduced, making his com- no explanation. H$ would mi 
mon talk and converfafion to jgoji/ himfilf ckan^ hicaufi hu' 
run wholly in the phrafe of his ving c§nfubed thi idU (<V i\ ttus 
WILL- rV. Wotun. New feftament) htnut miia 

* i cannot gue(s the author's paji^i UHur thi hotim^ u e. in 

the 
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toiled in hy the tranfcriber, is not known) 
which Teemed to forbid it. 

He Jtnade it a part of his religion never 
to fay 'grace to his meat, nor could all 
the world perfuade him, as the common 
phrafe is, to* eat his viduals like aChrlJiian. 

He bore a ftrange kind of appetite to • 
Jnap'dragony and to the livid fnuffs of a 
burning candle, which he would catch 
and fwallow with an agility wonderful to 
conceive ; and by this procedure main- 
tained a perpetual flame in his belly, which 
iiGTuing in a glowing fteam from both his 
eyes, as well as his noflrils, and his mouth, 
inake his head appear in a dark night like 
the (kuU of an afs, wherein a roguifli boy 
had conveyed a farthing candle, to the ter- 
ror of his majejiys liege fubjeSis. There- 

the I ith verfe of the lad Chap- to expreft eating cleanly, and 

tcr of the Revelations, •' He is meant for an inveftive a- 

*• which is filthy, let him be gainft that indecent manner 

filthy ftill," which feenCd to far- among fome people in receiv- 

hidit. Whether foifted in by the ing the facrament ; fo in the 

tranferiber^ is added ; becaufe linw before, which is to be un- 

this paragraph is wanting in the derftood of the diflcnteVs re» 

Akxandrianl/LS. t\ito\iei&zni fufing to kneel at the facia- 

moft authenticic copy of the ment. 

New Tellament. * I cannot well find out the 

• The flovenly way of re- author's meaning here, i n'cfs 
ceiving the facrament among it be the hot, untimely, I \ nd 
|he fanatics. zeal o( entbufiafts. 

* This is a coa^mon phrafe 

Y 4 fow 
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fore he jnade «Te of po other expedient to 
light himfelf home, but was wont to fayy 
^at 41 'wifi man foas his own lantern. 

He would (hut his eyes as he walked 
along the ftreets, and if he happened/ to 
bounce his head againft a pbft, or fall into 
the kennej, as he feldom mifled either to 
do dne or both, he would tell the gibing 
apprentices, who looked on, that befub- 
ptit ted with intire refignation^ as to a trip^ 
or a blow offate^ with whom he founds by 
long experience^ how vain it was either to 
wrefile or to cujf ; and whoever durjl mi- 
stake to do either^ would be Jure to cimti 
tff with a /winging f ally or a bloody nofe. 
It was ordained y faid he, fomd few days 
'before the creation^ that my nofe and this 
very pojl fhould have a rencounter \ and 
'therefore^ nature thotight fit to fend us 
both into the world in the fame age^ and to 
'■■■ make ^s country-men^ and fellow-citizens, 
J^owy had my eyes been openy it is very 
likely y the bufinefs might have been a great 
deal worfi j for how many a confounded Jlip 
is daify got by many with all hisforefight 
(ibdUt him f befides the eyes of the under- 
Jfiandingfee befl^ wbeH tbofe dftbefenfes 

are 
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are put of fhe way ; and therefore^ bHnd 
fjteri are obfervedto tread their fieps with 
much more caution, and conduB>^ and judg- 
ment, than thofe who rely with too much 
confidenceuponihe virtue of the vifualiurve^ 
which every little accident Jhakes out ofor^ 
der, and a drop, or a film, can wholly dif- 
concert ; l^e a lantern among a pack of 
rearing bullies ; when theyfcour the-Jlreets^ 
^xpofing its owner, and itfelf, to outward 
hicks and buffets, which both might have 
efcaped, if the vanity of appearing would 
have fuffered them to walk in the dark. But 
•farther ; if we examine the condud: ofthefe 
hoafled lights, it will prove yet a great deal 
worfe than their {ortUTie. It is true, I 
have broke my nofe dgainfi this pofi, becaufe 
fortune either forgot, or did not think it 
(onvenient to twitch me by the elbow, and 
give Me notice to avoid it. But, let not this 
•encourage either the prefent age or poflerity 
to trufl thetrnoCesinto the keepifig of their 
"eyes, nohich may prove the fair^ .way of 
mhtg tbemfor goddnndalL For, Oyetyety 
ye blind guides ; miferable ^guardians are 
ye of our frail mfes \ ye, 1 fay, whofajl- 
(n upon the firfl precipice in view, and 

then 
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then tow our wretched willing bodies after 
you to the very brink of defiruBion : but, 
alas / that brink is rotten^ our feet Jlip^ and 
we tumble down prone into a gulphy with' 
out one hofpitable Jhrub in the way to break 
the fall \ a f ally to which not a?^ nofe of 
mortal make is equals except that of the 
giant ' Laurcalco, who was lord of the 
filver bridge. Mojl properly therefore^ 
eyeSi and with great jufiice, may you be 
compared to thofefoolijb lights, which con- 
du6i men through dirt and darknefs^ ^till 
they fall into a deep pity or a noifom bog. 

This I have produced, as a fcantling of 
. jfack^s great eloquence, and the force of 
Sis reafoning upon fuch abftrufe matters. 
He was, befides, a perfon of great de- 
sign and improvement in affairs of devoti- 
on, having introduced a new deity, who 
hath fince met with a vaO: number of 
worihippers ; by fome called babel, by 
others, chaos ; who had an antient tem- 
ple of Gothic ftrudlure upon Salifbury- 
-.fkiin, famous for its (hrine, aqd celebra> 
tion by pilgrims. 

k Vidf D.»H ^Mtt, 

When 
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« Wh^n he had fome roguifh trick to 
playj he would down with his knees, up 
with his eyes, and fall to prayers, though 
in the midft of the kennel. Then it was 
that thofe, who underftood his pranks, 
would be fure to get far enough out of his 
way; and whenever curiofity attradcd 
ftrangers to laugh, or to liften, he would 
of a fudden with one hand out with his 
gear^ and pifs full in their eyes, and widi 
the other all befpatter them with mud. 

' In winter he went always loofe and 
unbuttoned, and clad as thin as poiHble, 
to let in the ambient heat ; and in fum- 
mer lapped himfelf clofe and thick to keep 
it out, 

* In all revolutions of government, he 
would make his court for the office of 
hangman general ; and in the excrcife of 
that dignity, wherein he was very dex- 
trous, would make ufe of no ' other v/«- 
ar{/f thsins. long prayer, 

« The villanies and crwl- ' They are fevere perTccu- 

ties, committed by enthufiafis tors, and all in a fonn of cant 

and fiinatics among us, were and devotion, 

all performed under the dtf> ^ Cnmwtt and his confede> 

guife of religion and bag rates went, as they qilled it, 

prayers. to fuk Go4i v?hcn they re- 

^They aflPeded difierences jfolved to murther the king. 

in hwit aod behaviour. pj^ 
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He had a tongue ib mufculous ami fulj- 
til, that he could twift it up into his nofe, 
and deliver a ftrange kind of fpeech from 
thenoe. He was alfo the firft in thefe 
kingdoms, who hegan to improve the 
Spanijb accompJifhment oi braying', and 
having large ears, perpetually expofed and 
arrfi6te4, he canried his art to .fuch a per- 
iedtion, that it was a point of great diffi- 
culty to diftinguifh, cither by the view or 
the found, between the original and the 

He T/as .troubled with a difeafe, reverfe 
Jto that called the ftinging of the taran- 
iMla:, and would .' tun dog-mad at the 
noife of mufic, efpecially a fair of bag- 
pipes. But he would cure hinifelf again 
-by taking two or three >turns in Wejimin- 
JUr-'hally or BillingJgaU, or in a boarding- 
fchooly or the Royal-exchange^ or a, State 
X^^ee-houfe. 

He was a perfon ihax"^ feared no co/furs^ 
but mortally bated all, and upon that ac- 

' ' This is to expo& our dif- innoceot decency and ..orM- 
faaUtn averfion againfi ioftra- nent, :aad; defaced the fiatues 
nienul mufic. in churches. ^. an^patntingseaalltbechiNrch- 



'They.fiu4rrel at the tao& 



couot 
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count boie acniel avcrfionagamft ^/7/>/^f ; 
fnrornuchtbat in bis paroxyfnos, as he walk- 
ledi the ftreets, he would have his pockets 
loaden with ftones to pek at tht Jigm, 

Havingi from this manner of living 
frequent oecafion to wafi himfelf, he 
would often leap over head and ears into 
water ', though it were in the midft of the 
winleKy but was always oWerved to come 
out again much dirtier^ if ppfllHe, thaii 
he went in. 

He was the firft, that ever found ou^ 
the fecret of contriving a *y5^^^Qr<7«x me- 
dicine to be conv^cd in at the ears\ it 
ivas a compound oifulphur^ and halm of 
Gikady with a little pi!grh?t s falve. 

He wore a large plarfter of artificial 
tauftics on his ftomach, with the fervout 
of which he could fct himfelf a ^rp^wjr//j^^ 
like the famous board upoii application- pF 
a red-hot iron. 

' He would ftand in the turning of ^ 

" Baptifm of adukt by fiyle, as to be well itfeiikbM 

plunging. to pilgrim^s falve. 

<> Fandtic ]kMching, com- ^ "Hie fimjitics 'have ttiH^ 

pofed ehher of hell and dam- had a way of affcAing to rtia 

nation* or a fulfome defcrip- into pcrfecution, and cotinfVraft 

tion of the joys of heaven, fnerii upon every tittte *faaf^« 

both ili fuch a dirty, naufeous (bi^^ they fufFer. 

ftreet, 
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dreet, and calling to thofe who pafled 
by, would cry to one, Worthy Sir, do me 
the honour of a good flap in the chaps. To 
another, Honefi friend, pray favour me 
vaith a handfome kick on the arfe : Madam, 
Jhall I intreat afmallbox on the ear from 
your ladyfiip* s fair bands ^ Nobie captain 
lend a reafonable thwack, for the love of 
God, with that cane of yours over thefepoor 
Jboulders, And when he had, by fuch 
earneft folicitations, made a fhift to pro^ 
cure a bailing fufficient to fwell up his 
fancy and his £ides, he would return home 
extremely comforted, and full of terrible 
accounts of what he had undergone for the 
public good, Obferve this fir oke, (faid he, 
ihewing his bare fhoulders) a plaguy jani^ 
zary gave it me this very morning atfeven 
a-clock, as, with much ado, I was driving 
off the great Turk. Neighbours, mind, thii 
broken head deferves aplaijier \ had poor 
Jack been tender of his noddle, you would 
have feen the pope, and the french king^ 
long before this time of day, among your 
wives and your ware-houfes. Dear chrif^ 
tians, the great mogul was come as far as 
Whitcchapel, and you may thank thefe poor 

fdes^ 
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fides ^ that he hath not (God bkfs us) already 
fooalltmed up mdn^ woman^ and child, 

« It was highly worth obferving, . th«J 
(ingular efFei^s of that averfion, or antipa*^ 
thy, which Jack and his brother Peter 
feemed, even to an afFedation, to bear 
againft each other. Peter had lately done 
feme rogueries^ that forced him to abfcond 3 
and he feldom ventured to ftir out before 
night for fear of bayliffs. Their lodgitigs 
were at the two moA diflant parts o£ 
the town from each other ; and whenev^. 
their occasions or humours called them 
abroad, they would make choice of the 
oddeft unlikely times, and mod uncouth 
rounds, they could invent, that they might 
be fure to avoid one another : yet, after 
all this, it vvas their perpetual fortune to 
meet. The rcafon of which is eafy enougk 
to apprehend ; for, the phrenzy and the 
ipleen of both having the famefoimdation> 

4 The papifts and (anatics, called, the fcmattdfm tf the 

though iheyapptu the moft churth efKomt, \» ludicroufly 

averfe againft each other, yet defcribcd for feveral pages to- 

beai a near reieinblance in e«ther, by Jaey^ likeneft tb 

many diings^ as ^lath been ob- Fettr^ and their being often 

ferved bylearnetf men. ' miftaken for each other, and 

/(/V. TheagiC^ement ofour their frequent meetings when 

dlflenters and the papilU, in they leaft intended it. IV. 

that which bilbop SUHitigfleit fFetttn. ■ . 

we 
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we may look upon them as two pair of 
compafl*es, equally extended, and the Bx" 
ed foot of each remaining in the fame 
center; which, though moving contrary 
ways at £rft, will be fure to encounter 
fomewhere or other in the circumference. 
Befides, it was among the great misfor- 
tunes of yack to bear a huge perfonal re- 
iemblance with his brother Peier, Their 
humour and difpofitions were not only the 
fame, but there was a clofe analogy in 
their fhape and ^e, and their mien. In- 
{bmuch, as nothing was more frequent 
than for a bayliff to feize Jack by the 
fhoulders, and cry, Mr, Peter, ^« are thi 
hngs prifoner. Or, at other times, for 
one of Peter & neareft friends to accoft 
yack with open arms, Dear Peter, / am 
.glad to fee thee ; pray fend me one of y out 
befi medidnei for the worms. This, we may 
fuppofe, was a mortifying return of thcle 
pains and proceedings, Jack had laboured 
in fo long; and finding, how diredly 
oppofite all his endeavours had anfwo^ 
to the fole end and intention, which ht 
had^ propofed to himfelf ; how could it 
avoid having terrible efFe^ iip<^ ^ ^^^ 

and 
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6tA heart fo furninied as his ? howeveri 
the poor remainders of his coat bore all the 
puniihment ; the orient fun never entered 
upon his diurnal progrefs without miiling 
a piece of it. He hired a taylor to, ftitch 
up the collar fo clofe, that it was ready to 
choak him, and fqueefed out his eyes a( 
flich a rate, as one could fee nothing buC 
the white. What a little was left of the ; 
main fubflance of the coat, he rubbed 
every day for two hours againft a rough- 
cail wall in order to grind away the rem^* 
nants of lace and embroidery ; but at thtt 
fame time went on with fb much violence^ 
that he proceeded a heathen ph'tlofother* 
Yet after all he could do of thi^ kitid, the 
fuccefs continued flill to diiappoint hid 
expedation. For, as it is the nature o^* 
ra^ to bear a kind of mock refemblance 
to £Deiy ; there being a fort of £uttering 
anpearance in both, which is not tp be 
dfi^Pgui^ed at a difiance, in the dark, ot 
by ihort-ijghted eyes ; fo, in thofe junc- 
tiiM3C8> it rated Wimjack and his tatters, 
that they offered to the £rft view a ridicu- 
loos flauotiog, which, afliiting the refem-^ 
blanoeiD penon and air, thwarted all his 
VpL. I. Z proje^s 
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projeds of reparation, and left fo near a 
iimilitude between them, as frequently 
deceived the very diiciples and followers 
of both. ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

« « «.« « ««« « • «« 

Defunt non- 4^ « « « « « 
nulla. ««•••• 

• '« «««'»««« •* 

The old fclavonian proverb faid weD, 
that it is with men, as with afTes ; whoever 
would keep tbemfafiy mujifind a very good 
Mold at their ears. Yet I think, we may 
affirm, that it hath been verified by re- 
peated experience, that, 

Bffugiet tamen hac fceleratus vincula 
Proteus. 

It is good therefore to read the nrax- 
ims of oiir anceftors with great allowances 
to times and perfons : for, if we look into 
prirrative records, we (hall find, that no 
-revolutions have been fo great, or <© fisr- 
.quent, as thofe of human ears^ - In for- 
mer days, there was a curious^ uivisritiDa to 
catch and keep them.; 'whidv,'!'; think, 
wemay juftly reckon zmoaa^'^iv^miiUi'per-' 
3 dita: 
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dita: and how can it be otherwifej wlieri 
in the latter centuries thfe very fpecits is 
not only diminiihed to a very lamentable 
degree, but the poor remainder is alfo de- 
generated fofar, as to mock our'lkilfulleft 
tenure f For, if the only flitting of ond 
ear in a ftag hath been found fumeieritto 
propagate the defeat tht-ough a whole 
Toreft; why fliould we wondei' at the 
grcateft confequences from fo many lop- 
pings and mutilations, to which the eari 
i>( our fathers^ and our own, have been 
of kte fo much expofed ? It is true indeed 
that, while this ijlancl of guts was under 
the dominion of grace^ many endeavour^ 
were made to improve the growth oiears 
once more among us. The proportion of 
largenefs was not only lodked updn as an 
ornament of the outward man, but as a 
type of grace in the imjdardk. Besides, it id 
lieid by naturalifls, that if there be a pro> 
tuberancy of parts, in xh^fuperior region 
of the body, as in the ears and mfe^ there 
iniiiftibe a parity alfo in the inferior! and 
thexcfare^ in that tryly pious, age the males 
tncTetya&mbly, according as they were 
gifted) \appcared very forward in expofing 

Z a their 
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their ears to view, and the r^ions about 
them ; becaufe * Hifpocrates tells us, that 
when the vein behind the ear happens to be 
cuty a man becomes on eunuch : and the 
females were nothing backwarder in be- 
holding and edifying by them : whereoJF 
thofe who had already ufed the meansy 
looked about them with great concern, 
in hopes of conceiving a fuitable ofFspring 
by fuch a profpeA: others, who ftood 
pandidates for benevokncey found there a 
plentiful choice, and were fure to fix upon 
fuch as difcovcred the largeft ^^rj, that 
the breed might not dwindle between, 
thcfti. Laftly, the devouter fillers, who 
looked upon all extraordinary dilatations 
of that member, as protrufions of zeal, 
or fpiritual excrefcencies, were ftire to 
honour every head they (at upon, as if 
x\ic^ hsidht^n marks of grace 'y buteipeciai- 
ly, jthat of the preacher, whofeftjrx were 
ufif^ify of the prime magnitude ; which, 
upoti that account, he was very frequent 
and thi&. in'fexpofing with all adta&tages 
to the people ; in his thetanc^paroxyffits 
turning fometimcs to ho/d forth 'the tme, 

• Lib. de ai$re, locis Jraquu. 

and 
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and £)metimes to bold forth the other : 
from which cuftom, the whole operation 
of preaching is to this very day, among 
l^eir profeSbrs, filled by the phrafe qi 
holding forth. 

Such was the progrefs of the faints for 
advancing the fize of that member ; and 
^t is thought) the fuccefs would have been 
every way anfwerable, if, in procefs of 
time, a ^ cruel king had not arofe, who 
railed a bloody perfecution againfl ail eart 
above a certain ibndajrd: upon which, 
fome were glad to hide their flouriihing 
^outs In a black, border, others crept 
wholly under a periwig ; fome were ilit, 
others cropped, and a great number iliced 
oS to the Aumps. But of .thi$ more 
hereafter in my general hiftory of ears ; 
lyhich'.I defign very fpeedily to bcftow 
Vpc^ the public. 

• From this brief furvey of the failing 
fUtie <;^^ri in the laft age, and the Imall 
car^'{)ad .to advance their antient growth 
iii>]the. prefe/it». it is manifeft, how little 
reaipn yve,can have to rely upon a hold fo 

/ Thit was king OtarUt diflenting teachers that wouM 
the Second, who, at his re- not conform, 
fiauratioo turned out' all the 

Z 3 fhort, 
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iliort, To weak, and fo flippery $ andtbat 
whoever defires to catch mankind faft, 
muft haverecovirfe to Tome other methods. 
Now, he that will examine human liatiut; 
with circumfpedion enough, may dis- 
cover feveral handles^ whereof the * fix 
fenfes ajBFord one apiece, befide a great 
fiumber that are fcrewed to the pamons, 
^d fbme. few rivetted to the intelled. 
Among thefe laft curiofity is one, and, of 
all others, affords the firmed grafp : citrk- 
fity^ that fpur in the fide, that bridle in the 
mouth, that ring in the nof^, of a lazy 
and impatient, and a grunting reader. By 
this handle it isj that an author ihould 
feize upon his readers ; which as fooii as 
he hath once compafled, all reManee and 
ftruggling are in vain 5 and they become 
his prifbners as clofe as he pleafes, till 
wearinefs qr ^ulnefs force him tc^ let go 
his gripe. 

: And therefore, I, the author oftliis 
miraculous trcatife, having hitheftd i;>e;- 
yond expedation maintained by the afore? 
(kid handle a £rm hold upon my gen^e 
yeaders ; it is with great i^ndantt^ i(h4t 

Jaw 
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I am at length compelled to remit my 
gtafp ; le^vlag (;bemin the perufal of what 
remams to that naturSil o/citanc^ inherent 
in the tribe. I can only aflure thee, cour- 
teous reader^ for both our comforts, that 
^y concern is altogether equal to thine, 
for my unhappinefs in lofing, or milky-- 
ing among my papers the remaining part 
o( theie memoirs; which confifted of ac- 
cidents, turns, and adventures, both new, 
agreeable, and furpriiing ; and therefore 
calculated, in all due points, to the deli- 
cate tafle of this our noble age. But, alas f 
with my utmoft endeavours, I have been 
able only to retain a few of the heads; 
Under which, there was a full account, 
how Pefer got a profession out of the King's- 
hmcb ; and of a * reconcilement between 
yack and him, upon a defign they had 
.in a certain rainy night to trepan brother 

* In the reign of king Jamtt ufe of; but, upon the revoluti- 
:ithe Second, the pretbyterians on, die papifl; beitrg down of 
by (he king's invitation joined courfe, the preibyterians freely 
'with the papifts, agaihft the continued their aflemHiei, by 
church oiKngUa^yZx^ addref* virtue of king Jt^ius'h indul- 
ged him for repeal of the penal- gence, before they bad a tule- 
laMTB and tefl. The king, by ration bylaw. This I believe 
hia difpeoTtog. pO{Vf r, , gave U- tli« author means by Jack's 
^erty of cohfdence, which both ftealing Peter's protedion^ and 
papifts aixl j)rcn>ytefi9iis made makiagj ufe of it bim<ie)fi 

Z ^ Martin 
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Martin into z.fpwtging'bdufe^ and tiioc 
ilrip him to the fldn. How Martin^ with 
much ado, fhevved them both a fair pair 
of heels. How a mw warrant came out 
^gainft P^ter \ upon which, how yack 
. }eft him in the lurch, fiole his prot^im^ 
4tnd made ufe of it himfilf How Ja^t 
tatters came into fa(hion in court and city\ 
how he ^ got upon a great horfe^ and eat 
' cujiard. But the particulars of all thf^ 
with r^veral others, which have now {lid 
out of my memory, are loft beyond all 
hopes of recovery. For which misfortune} 
leaving my readers to condole with eadi 
other, as far as they {hall £nd it to agree 
with their feveral conftitutions ; but con- 
juring them by all the friendfhip that hath 
paffed between us, from the title-pagp to 
this, not to proceed fo far as to injure thdr 
healths for an accident pad remedy; { 
now go on to the ceremonial part of aQ 
accompliHied writer, and therefore, by % 
courtly modern^ leafl of 4U others to b^ 
omitted. 

^ Sir Humphrtj EifwjB, a formalities to a conventidef 
prefbyterian, was fome years with the enfigns of his a£Ece. 
ago lord- mayor of Loudm, and * Cuftard is a famous diib a| 
|iad the infi^nce to go in bis « a lordroiayor's feaft. 

THE 
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THE CONCLUSION. 

GOING too long is a cadeof abortioa 
as efledixal, though not fo frequent^ 
as going too Jhort ; and holds true eipecial<i> 
ly in the labours of the brain. Well fare 
the heart of that noble *jefuity who firft 
adventured to confefs in print, that books 
muft be fuited td their feveral feafbns, like 
drefs, and diet, and diverfions : andbet^ 
ter fare our noble nation, for refining 
upon this among other frencb modes. I 
am living faft to fee the time, when a book 
that miffes its tide, fhall be negleded, 
as the moon by.dli(^, or like mackarel a 
week after the feafbn. No man hath more 
nicely obferved our climate, than the 
bookfeller who bought the copy of this 
work ; he knows to a tittle, what fubjeds 
will beft go off in a dryyear^ and which 
it is proper to expofe foremoft, when thfc 
weather-glafs is fallen to much rain. When 
he had feen this treatife, and confulted 
his almanac upon it, he gave me to under- 
(land, that he had manifefUy coniidered 

* Pert d'Orlevu. 

the 
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the two principal things, which were the 
hulk^ and ^tfubje£i ; and found, it would 
never take, but after a long vacation, and 
then only, in cafe it fhould happen to be 
a hard year for turnips. Upon which I de- 
fired to know, confidering my urgent necef- 
fities<i what he thought might be accepta* 
ble this month. He looked weflward^ and 
faid, / dmht wejball have a fit ofbadfaea- 
thtr'y however, if you could prepare fome 
pretty little bahter (but not in verfe) or a 

Jmall treatife upon the- it would run 

like wild-fire. But, if it hold up, / have 
jcdready hired an author to writefimietbing 
ogainfiDr. Bcntley, which, J am fur e, will, 
turn to account, ' 

At length weagreed uponthis expedient; 
that, when a cuHomer comes for one of 
thefe, and deflres in confidence to know 
the author ; he will tell him very privately, 
^s^ a friend, naming whichever of the wits 
ihall happen to be that week in vogue ; 
and ifDurfey'shO: play fhould beincauiie 

* When Dr. Prideaux jeHy and the printing couM 

-Vtoight th^ copy of his con* not fitfely be yeAtureo oiiildrt 

nexion of the Old and New he could tnlivtn it wid>* Utik 

Teftament to the bookfeUer, humour. 
he toU him, it way a dr/fub- 

I had 
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I had as lieve, he may be the pcrlbn as 
Congreve. This I mention, becaufe lam- 
Wonderfully well acquainted with the pre- 
fent relifh of courteous readers ; and have 
often obferved with fingular pleafure that 
2l flyy driven from 2i homy-pot y will im- 
mediately with very good appetite alight^ 
and finilh his meal on an excrement* 

I have one word to fay upon the iubje6k 
€& profound writersy who are grown veiy. 
numerous of late ; and, I know very wel^i 
the judicious world' is refolved to lift me 
in that number. I conceive therefore^ ai8 
to the bufinefs of being profound^ that it 
is with writer Sy aswith wfi^j; a perfon' 
with good eyes may fee to the bottom <jf 
the deepeft, provided any water be there; 
and often, when there is nothing in the 
world at the bottom, befides drynefsntA 
dirty though it be but a yard and half un;^ 
der ground, it fhall pais however for 
wondrous deepy upon no wifer a ^eafoti; 
than becaufe it is wondrous dark, 

I am now trying an experiment very 
frequent among modern authors ; which 
is, to write upon nothing : when the ful>a 
Jed is utterly exhaufted to ]^% th^ pen ftill 

movd 
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move Qti 5 by fomc called, the ghojft of 
wit, delighting to walk, after the d^th of 
its body. And to fay the -truth, there 
feems to be no part of knowledge in fewer 
hands, than that of difcerning .Wi$M to 
have done. By the tinoe that an author 
hath written out a book, he and his readers' 
^e become old acquaintants, and grow. 
vtry loth to part ; fo that I have fometimes 
known it to be in writing, as in vi£king. 
Where the ceremony of taking leave has 
employed more time than the whole con- 
veriation before. The concluflon of a trea- 
dle refemblesthe conclufion of human life, 
which hath fometimes been compared to 
die end of a feafl ; where {^'w are (atis£edto 
^t^X^tapUnusvitaconviva: fbrmenwill 
iit down after the fuUeft meal, though-it 
be only to dozey or to Jleep out the reft, of 
the day. But, in this latter, I differ ex- 
tremely from other writers ; and fhall be 
too prbud, if, by all my labours, I can 
have any ways contributed to the repofi of 
mankind in ' times fo turbulent and un- 
quiet as thefe. Neither do J think fuchan 
crhploymentfo very alien froih the o^ce 

* Thit was written before wu figned in Stft, 1697. 
the p«ace of Rjfwid, which qC 
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of a *wity as fbme would ilippofe. For 
among a very polite nation in ^ Greece^ 
there were the^x^? temples built and con« 
fecrated to fieep and the mufes^ between 
which two deities they believed the ftrid-- 
eft friendfhip was eftabHflied. 

I have one concluding favour to requefl 
of my reader ; that he will not exped to 
be equally diverted and informed by ^vttj.^ 
line, or every page of this difcourfe ; but. 
give fbme allowance to the author's fpleenj 
and {hort fits or intervals of dulnefij as„ 
well as his own ; and lay it feriouily to 
his confcience, whether, if he were walk- 
ing the ftreetsin dirty weather, or arainy^ 
day, he would allow it fair dealing iii, 
folks »at their eafe from a window to crjf 
ticife his gait, and ridicule his drefs at i\&, 
a jundure. ' ' ^ 

In my dilpofure of employnacnts of tj^t 
brain, I have thought fit to make invm*. 
tkn the tnafter^ and to give method^ ana 
reafony the ofEce of its lacqueys, Thpr 
caufe of this diftribution was, from oV. 
ferving it my peculiar cafe to be ofte^ 
under a temptiltion of being witty upod 

^ Trezenil, Paufan. I. 2. 

occaHons, 
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occadohS) where I could be neither .«^ 
tiOTfoundy nor any thingto the matter m 
hand* . And, I am too much a fervant of 
j^ modern way to negled: any fuch op-- 
portunities, whatever pains or improprie* 
ties I may he at to introduce them. For 
I have obferved, that from a laborious 
colledtioh of feven hundred thirty«cight 
flovoers., ^xidJhtTttng bints of the beft «rff- 
«/i?r;» authors, digefted with great read- 
ing into my book of common-places } I 
have not been able after five years . to 
draw, hook, or force into common cori- 
verfation any miore than a dozen. Of 
which dozen, the one moiety failed of 
. fuccefs, by being dropped among unfuit^ 
able company ; and the other coil me fb 
many flrains, and traps, and ambages to 
introduce, that I at length refolved to give 
it over. Now, this difappointment (to 
difcover a feg-et) I muft own, gave me 
the firfl hint of fetting up for an author ; 
and I have iince found among fome par- 
ticular friends, that it is become a very 
general complaint, and has produced the 
fame effeds upon many others. For, I 
have remarked many a iowardly word to 

be 
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be wholly neglcded or defpifed in difcourfiy 
which hath palled very fn^oothly, with 
fbme conilderatton and efteem, after its 
preferment and fandlion in prim. But 
now, fince by the liberty and encourage- 
ment of the prefs, I am grown abfolutp 
mailer of the occafions and opportunities, 
to expofe the talents I have acquired ; I 
already difcover, that the ijfues of my ob- 
fervanda begin to grow too large for the 
receipts. Therefore, I fhall here paufe a 
while, till I find, by feeling the world's 
pulfe, and my own, that it will be of ab- 
fblute neceflity for us both, to refumc 
my pen. 
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BOOKSELLER 
R E A D E R. 

TH E following diicourfe, as it is un-* 
queftionably of the fame authorj fo 
it feems to have been written about the 
fame time with the formei* j I mean, the- 
year 1697, when the famous difpute was 
on foot at>out ancient and Modern learning t 
The controverfytook its rife from an eflay 
of Sir William Temples upon that fubjed: j 
which was anfwered by ^. Wotton^ B p» 
with an appendix by Dr. Bentley^ endea- 
vouring to deftroy the credit oi^fop and 
Pbalaris for authors, whom Sir William 
Temple had in the eflay before-mentioned 
highly commended. In that appendix 
the do6tor falls hard upon a new edition 
of Phalaris, put out by the honourable 
Charles Boyle (now Eafl of Orrery) to 
which Mr. B&yle replied at large with 
great learning and wit ; and the doAor 

A a 9 vdlumi- 
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voluminoufly rejoined. In this dijpute, 
the town highly refented to fee a perfon 
of Sir William Temples charader and me- 
rits roughly ufed by the two reverend 
gentlemen aforefaid, and without any 
m^ner of provocation. At length, there 
appearing no end of the quarrel, our au- 
thor tells us, that the BOOKS in St. 
jfames^ library, looking upon themfelves 
as parties principally concerned, took up 
the controverfy, and came to a decifive 
battle ; but the manufcript by the injury 
of fortune or weather being in ieveral 
places imperfed, we cannot learn to which 
fide the vidory fell. 

I muft warn the reader to beware of 
applying to perfons, what is here meant 
only of books in the moft literal ienfe. 
So, when Firgil is mentioned, we are not 
to underfland the perfon of a famous poet 
called by that name; but only certain 
fheets of paper, bound up in leather, 
containing in print the works of the (aid 
poet : and ib of the reft. 



THE 
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P R E FA C E 

O F T H E , 

AUTHOR. 

SATYR is a {ovt oi glafsy wherein be- 
holders do generally difcover every 
body's face but their own ; which is the 
chief reafon for that kind reception it 
meets with in the world, and that fo very 
few are oiFended with it. But if it fliould 
' happen otherwife, the danger is not great ; 
and I have learned from long experience 
never to apprehend mifchief from thofe 
underftandings, I have been able to pro- 
voke : for, anger and fury, though they 
add ftrength to th&Jinews of the body, yet 
are found to relax thofe of the mind, and 
to render all its efforts feeble and impo- 
tent. 

There is a hrain, that will endure but 
oxit Jcumming : let the owner gather it 
with difcretion, and manage his little (lock 
with hulbandry; but of all things let him 
beware of bringing it under the/ajb of his 

A a 3 betters y 
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bett^s \ becaufe, that will make it all bub* 
ble up into impertinence, and he will find 
no new fupply. Wit without knowledge 
being a fort of cream^ which gathers in a 
night to the top, and by a ikilful hand 
may be foon whipped into froth ; but once 
fcummed away, what appears underneath, 
^i\\ be fit for nothing, byt to be thrown 
to the hogs. 
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^-^ circumfpedion into the * annual 
records oftime^ will find it remarked, that 
'Boar is the child of pride^ and pride the 
daughter of riches : the former of which 
aflcrtions may be fbon graiited; but one 
cannot fo eafily fubfcribe to the latter: 
for pride is nearly related to beggary and 
want either by father or mother, and 
/bmetimes by both ; and, to (peak natural- 
'ty, it very feldom happens among men to 
fall out, when all have enough ; invafions 
ufually travelling from north to fouth, that 
is to fay, from poverty to plenty. The 

*' Riches produceth pride; almanack, and printed by y. 

pride is war's ground, &c. yid, Roberu for the company of 

Ephem. .ie Mary Clarke ; tpt. Statiineri. 
edit.— novr c»lled ^a/s (beet 

A a 4 moft 
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mod andent and natural grounds of quar^ 
rels are hifi and avarice; which, thougb 
we may allow to be brethren or collateral 
branches of ^r;d!p, are certainly the ifllies 
of want. For, to (peak in the phrafe of 
writers upon politics, we may obferve in 
the republic of dogSy which in its original 
feems to be an inftitution of the marty, that 
the whole ftate is ever in the profoundeft 
peace after a full meal ; and, that civil 
broils arife among them, when it happens 
for one great hng to be (eized on by fbme 
leading dog, who cither divides it among 
the^^w, {inf then it falls to an oligarchy^ 
or kepps it to himfelf, and then it runs up 
to a tyra/iny. The fame reafbning alfo 
Jiolds place among them in thofe difienfi- 
ons, we behold upon a turgefcency in any 
of their females. For, the right of poflef- 
^on lying in common (it being impofllble 
to eflablim a property in fo delicate a ca&) 
jealoufies ^nd fufpicions doJb abound, that 
(he whole conmion-wealth of that fbeet 
is reduced to a manifefl ftate of war y of 
every citizen againfl every citizenry till 
fome one of more courage, condud, or 
fortune than the refl, feizes and enjoys the 

prize; 
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prize: : upon which naturally arifes plenty 
of heart-burning, and envy, and fnarling 
againft the happy dog. Again, if we look 
upon any of thefe republics engaged in a 
fordgn war either of invalion or defence, 
we (hall find, the fame reafbning will 
ferve, as to the grounds and occafions of 
each ; and that poverty ^ or wanty in fome 
degree or other, (whether real, or in opini- 
on, which makes no alteration in the cafe) 
has a great fhare, as well as pridey on the 
part of the aggrefTor. 

Now, whoever will pleafe to take thia 
{cheme, and either reduce or adapt it to 
an intelledual flate, or conunon-wealth 
of learning, will foon difcover the firft 
ground of difagreement between the two 
"^eat parties at this time in arms; and 
may form jufl conclufions upon the merits 
r>of either caufe. But the ifTue or events of 
this war are not (o eafy to conjedure at : 
for, the prefent quarrel is fo inflamed by 
the warm heads of either faAion, and the 
iptcts.Ti&!aa& fomffiBbere or other fo exorbi- 
tant, as not to admit theleaft overtures of 
accommodation. This quarrel firfl began, 
9,% I have bsacd itaf^rmed by aq.old dwel^ 
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ler in the neighbourhood, about a fmaH 
ipot of ground, fyitfg and ieing upon one 
of the two tops of the hill Parnaffus; the 
higheft and largeft of which had, it feeras, 
been time out of mind in quiet poflefHon 
of certain tenants called the ancients ; and 
the other was held by the moderns. But 
thefe, difliking their prefent ftation, lent 
certain ambafTadors to the ancients, com- 
plaining of a great nuifance ; how the 
height of that part of Parnajfus quite 
ipoiled the profpe<S of theirs, efpecially 
towards the eaji ; and therefore, to avoid 
a war, offered them the choice of this 
alternative ; either that the ancients would 
pleafe to remove themfelves and their 
cfieds down to the lower fummity, which 
the modems would gracioufly furrender to 
them, and advance in their place: or elfe, 
that the faid ancients will give leave to 
the modems to come with fhovels and 
mattocks, and level the faid hill, as low as 
they ihall think it convenient. To which 
the ancients made anfwer; how little they 
expe&ed fuch a mefTage as this fron^a 
folonyi whom they had admitted put of 
their owa free grace to io near a neighbour- 
hood. 
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hood. That, as to their own feat, they 
were aiorigiftes of itj and therefore to talk 
with them of a removal or furrender was 
a language they did not underftand. That, 
if the height of the hill on their fide ihort- 
ened the profped of the moderns^ it was 
a difadvantage they could not help, but 
defired them to cbnfider, whether that in-- 
jury (if it be any) were not largely recom- 
penfed by the Jhade andjbelter it afforded 
them. That, as to the levelling or dig- 
ging down, it was either folly or igno- 
rance to propofc it, if they did, or did not 
know, how that fide of the hill was an 
intire rock, which would break their tools 
and hearts without any damage to itfelf. 
That they would therefore advife the 
modems rather to raife their own fide of 
the hill, than dream of pulling down that 
of the ancients ; to the former of which 
they would not only give licence, but alfo 
largely contribute. All this was rejedcd 
by the modems with much indignatioQy 
who flill infifted upon one of the two ex- 
pedients ; and fb this difference t^oke out 
into a long and obflinate war,- maintained 
pn the one part by refbludon, andby the 

courage 
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courage of certain leaders and allies ; but 
on the other by the greatnefs of their num- 
ber, upon all defeats affording continual 
recruits. In this quarrel whole rivulets of 
ink have been exhauiled, and the virulence 
of both parties enormoufly augmented. 
Now, it mufl here be underftopd, that 
mk is the great miflive weapon in all bat- 
tles of the learned^ which conveyed through 
a ibrt of engine, called a quilly infinite 
numbers of thefe are darted at the enemy 
by the valiant on each fide, with equal 
ikill and violence, as if it were an engage- 
ment of porcupines* This malignant li- 
quor was compounded by the engineer, 
who invented it, of two ingredients, which 
sac ga/I And copperaSfhy its bitternefs and 
venom to /uit in feme degree, as well as 
Xa foment y the genius of the combatants^ 
And as the Grecians after an engagement, 
when they could not agree about the vic- 
tory, were wont to fet up trophies on both 
itdes, the beaten party being content to 
be at the Tame expence to keep itfelf in 
countenance (a laudable and ancient cuf> 
torn, happily revived of late, in the art of 
W4r) fo the leaniedy after 9 fharp and 

bloody 
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bloody difpute, do on both fides hang out 
their trophies too, whichever comes by 
.the worft. Thefe- trophies have larg^ 
infcribed on them the merits of the caufe; 
a full impartial account of fuch a iattUy 
and how the vi^ry fell clearly to the par- 
ty that fet them up. They are known 
to the world under feveral names ; as, dif- 
futeSy arguments y rejoinder Sy brief confi' 
derationSy anfwersy repliesy remarks, re- 
JleEiionSy objeSOonSy confutations. Fot^ a 
very few days they are fixed up in all 
public places, either by themfelves or their 
*repretentatives,forpafIengers to gaze at; 
^m whence the chiefefl and largefl drp 
removed to certain magazines, they caH 
Mrariesy there to remain in a quarter 
.purpofely afUgned them, and fW)m thence^ 
forth begin to be called books of controvert . 
■In thefe books is wonderfully Inflilled 
and preferved the fpirit of each warrior^ 
while he is alive; and after his deaths hk 
foul tranfmigrates there to inform them. 
This at leaft is the more common opinion^ 
,but I believe, it is with libraries,- as with 
other ccBmeteries; whcrre fomc philofb* 

; Their title-pagw. ' 
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phers affirm, that a certain fpirit, which 
they call brutum hominis, hovers over the 
monument, till the body is corrupted, 
and turns to dufl^ or to worms, but then 
vanifhes or difTolves ; fb, we may fay, a 
reftlefs fpirit haunts over every Sooi, till 
dufi or worms have feized upon it ; which 
to fome may happen in a few days, but to 
others later: and therefore books o/con^ 
trvoerjy, being of all others haunted by 
the. moil diforderly fpirits, have always 
been confined in a feparate lodge fix)m 
the refl ; and for fear of mutual violence 
againfl each other, it was thought prudent 
|)y. our anceflors to bind them to the peace 
with firong iron chains. Of which in- 
vention the original occaiion was this : 
when the works of Scotus firft came outg 
they were carried to a certain great library 
and had lodgings appointed them; but 
this author was no fooner fettled, than he 
•went to vifit his mafler Arifiotle ; and 
there both concerted together to feize 
Flato by main force, and turn him out 
fixMn his ancient flation among the divines^ 
where he had peaceably dwelt near eight 
hundred years. The attempt fucceeded, 

and 
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and the two ufurpers have reigned ever 
{ince in his dead : but to maintain quiet 
for the future it was decreed, that all/o- 
/emics of the larger fize (hould be held raft 
with a chain. 

By this expedient the public peace of 
libraries might certainly have been pre- 
icrved, if a new fpecies of controverlial 
books had not arofe of late years, inftinA 
with a moft malignant fpirit from the war 
above-mentioned between the learned a- 
bout the higher fummity of Parnajfus, 

When thefe books were firft aclmitted 
into' the public libraries^ I remember td 
have (aid upon occafion to feveral peribnk 
cbiicemed, how I was fure, they woiikld 
ciipate broils where-ever they came, un- 
lefs a world of care were taken : Arid 
therefore I advifed, that the champions 
.bf each fide (hould be coupled together, 
or othcrwife mixed, that, like the blend- 
ing of contrary poifons, their malignity 
might be employed among themfelves. 
And it feems, I was neither an ill pro- 
phet, nor an ill counfellor ; for it was no- 
thing elfe but the negle<£t of this caution, 
which gave occafion to the terrible fight, 

that 
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that happened on Friday UA between the 
ancient and modern booh in the kinf^s li- 
brary. Now, becaufe the talk of this battle 
is io frefh in every body's mouth, and the 
expeAation of the town fo great to be in- 
formed in the particulars ; I, being pof^ 
fe&d of all qualifications requiiite in an 
hifioriany and retained by neither party, 
have refolved to comply with the urg^t 
importunity ofmyfriendsy by writing down 
a mil impartial account diereof. 

The guardian of the regal libraryy a 
peribn of great valour, but chiefly re-> 
nowned for his *^ humanity ^ had been a 
fierce champion for the moderns ; anil ia 
an engagement upon Parnaffus had vow- 
ed, with his own hands, to knock down 
two of the ancient chiefs, who guarded a 
iinall pafs on the fuperior rock ; but, en- 
deavouring to climb up, was cruelly ob- 
ilruded by his own unhappy weight, and 
tendency towards his center- ; a quality, to 
which thofe of the modern party are ex- 

* The honoutable Mr. bumamtatt fui. 

Btj^t in the preface to his I6id. Do&ot Btatltf Wit 

edition of Phtkris^ fajr»t he then library-keeper : the two 

was refiifed a manufcnpt by ancients were Phalari$ and 

the libraiy-keeper, pr» ft&ta JEfif, 
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treme Aibjed ; ibr, being light-headed^ 
they have, in {peculation, a wonderful 
agility, and conceive nothing too high ^^ 
for them to mount ; but, in reducing to 
pradice, difcover a mighty prefTure about 
their pofteriors and their heels. Having 
thus failed in his defign, the difappointed 
chaSnpion bore a cruel rancour to the an^ 
tienti^ which he rcfolved to gratify by fhew- 
ing.all marks of his favour to the^ooAr of 
their adverfaries, and lodging them in the 
fairefl apartments ; when at the fame time 
whatever book had the boldnefs to own it- 
ielf for an advocate of the antientSy was ? 
buried alive in fome obfcure corner, and 
threatened upon the leaft difpleafure to be 
turned out of doors. Befides it fo hap^ 
pened, that about this time, there was a 
ftrange confiiflon of place among all the 
books in the library ; for which feveral rea- 
sons were afllgned. Some imputed it to a 
great heap of learned dufty which a per- 
verie wind blew off from a {k^{ oi modertu 
into the keepers eyes. Others affirmed, 
he had a humour to pick the worms out 
of t\\Q fcboolmerty and fwallow them freQi 
and fafting ; whereof fome fell upon his 
VoL» I. B b fpliiny 
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fpleen, and fome climbed up into his head, 
to the great perturbation of both. And 
laftly, others maintained, that by walk- 
ing much in the dark about the libraiy 
he had quite loft the fituation of it out of 
his head ; and therefore in replacing his 
books he was apt to miftake, and clap Des 
Cartes next to Ariftotle\ poor Plato had 
got between Hobbes and the Seven wife 
majiersy and Virgil was hemmed in with 
Dry den on one ude, and Withers on the 
other. 

Mean while thofe hooh^ that were ad- 
vocates for the moderns^, chofe out one 
from among them to make a progrefi 
through the whole library, examine the 
number and ftrength of their party, and 
concert their aflfairs. This meflenger per- 
formed all things very induftrioufly, and 
brought back with him a lift of their forces 
in all fifty thoufand, confifting chiefly of 
light horfe^ heavy-armed foot ^ and fnerce- 
Ttaries : whereof th& foot were in general 
but forrily armed, and worfe clad : their 
horfes large, but extremely out of cafe and 
heart ; however fome few, by trading a- 

mong 
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ttiong the antientSy had furnifhed them* 
fclves tolerably enough. 

While things were in this ferment, difi- 
cord grew extremely high, hot words paf- 
icd on both fides, and ill blood was pten* 
tifully bred. Here a folitary ^«/;V^/, IqueeA 
cd up among a whole melf of moderns', 
offered fairly to difpute the cafe, and to 
prove by manifeft reafon, that the priority 
was due to them from long poiTeflion, and 
in regard of their prudence, antiquity, and 
above all their great merits toward the 
moderns. But thefe denied the premifles, 
and feemed very much to wonder^ how 
the antients could pretend to infift upon 
their antiquity, when it was fo plain (if 
they went to that) that the moderns were 
much the more » antient of the two. As 
for any obligations they owed to the an* 
tientSy they renounced them all. // is' 
truey faid they, isoe are informed^ fome fem 
of our party have beenfo mean to borrvm 
their fubfipence from you ; but the rejiy in" 
fimtely the greater number (and efpecially 
V)e. French and Englifh) werefo far from 
fioQping tofo bafe an example^ that there ne^ 

^ According to the modem paradox. 

B b a vtr 
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ver pajfedy till this very hour, fix words be- 
tween us. For, our horfes were of our own 
breeding, our arms of our own forging, and 
our cloaths of our own cutting out andfew' 
ing, Plato was by chance upon the next 
fhelf, and obferving thofe that fpoke to be 
in the ragged plight mentioned awhileago; 
thciT jades lean and foundered, their wea- 
pons of rotten wood, their armour nifty, 
and nothing but rags underneath ; he 
laughed loud, and in his pleafant way 
fwore, by — , he believed them. 

Now, the moderns had not proceeded 
in their late negotiation with lecrecy e- 
nough to efcape the notice of the enemy. 
For thofe advocates, who had begun the 
quarrel by fetting firft on foot the difpute 
of precedency, talked fo loud of coming 
to a battle, that Temple happened to over- 
hear them, and gave immediate intelli- 
gence to the anttents ; who thereupon 
drew up their (battered troops together, 
refolving to ad upon the defenfive: upon 
which feveral of the moderns fled over to 
their party, and among the reft, Tempk 
himfclf. This Tetnple having been educated 
and long converied among the antients, 

5 was 
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was of all the moderns their greatell favou- 
rite, and became their greateft champion. 
Things were at this crifis, when a ma-, 
terial accident fell out. For, upon the 
higheft corner of a large window there 
dwelt a certain ^/V/(?r, fwollen up to the 
firfl magnitude by the deftrudion of in- 
finite number oi flies ^ whofe fpoils lay 
icattered before the gates of his palace, 
like human bones before the cave of fome 
giant. The avenues to his caftle were 
guarded with turn-pikes, and palifadoes, 
all after the modern way of fortification. 
After you had pafied feveral courts, you 
came to the center, wherein you might 
behold the conftable himfelf in his own 
lodgings, which had windows fix)nting to 
each avenue, and ports to Tally out upon 
all occafions of prey or defence. In this 
manfion he had for £)me time dwelt in 
peace and plenty, without danger to his 
per/on hy /wallows from above, or to his 
palace by brooms fi"om below : when it was 
the pjeafure of fortune to conduct thither 
a wandering bee^ to whofe curiofity a brok- 
en pane in theglafs had difcovered itfelf ; 
and in he went j^ where expatiating a while^ 
B b 3 he 
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he at laft happened to alight upon one of 
the outward walls of \h&Jpideri citadel ; 
which yielding to the unequal weight, 
funk down to the very foundation. Thrice 
he endeavoured to force his pafiage, and 
thrice the center (hook. The fpider within 
feeling the terrible convulfion, fuppofed 
at firft, that nature was approaching to 
her final difiblution ; or elfe, that Beelze' 
huh with all his legions was come to re- 
venge the death of many thoufands of his 
fubjeds, whom his enemy had {lain and 
devoured. However, he at length yali- 
antly refolved to iiTue forth and meet his 
fate. Mean while the hee had acquitted 
himfelf of his toils, and pofted (ecurely at 
fome diflance was employed in cleanfing 
lus wiiigs, and difengaging them from the 
ragged remnants of the cobweb. By this 
time the >^/V^r was adventured out, when 
beholding th^ chafms, the ruins, and dila- 
pidations of his fortress, he was very near 
at his wit*s end; he ftormed and fwore 
like a mad-man, and fwelled till he was 
ready to burft. At length, calling his 
^ye upon the h^ey and wifely gathering 
^ufes from events (for they knew each o- 

ther 
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ther by fight) a plague fplit you, faid he, 
for a giddy fon of a whore 'y isityouy with a 
vengeance^ that have made this litter here? 
could not you look before you^and be d — nd? 
do you think I have nothing elfe to do (in tha 
deviPs name) but to mend and repair after 
yDur arfe ? Good words, friend, faid the 
bee, (having now pruned himfelf, and be- 
ing difpofed to droll) F II give you my hand 
and word to come near your kennel no more ; 
/ was never in fuch a confounded pickle, 
Jince I was born. Sirrah, replied the fpi- 
der, if it were not for breaking an old cuftom 
in our family, never to fir abroad againjl 
an enemy, IJbquldcome and teach you better 
manners. I pray have patience, faid the 
bee, or you fpend your fubftance, and for 
aught I fee, you may ft and in need of it all 
tCFwards the repair of your houfe. Rogue, 
rogue, replied the fpider, yet, meihinks 
you Jbould have more refpeSi to a perfori, 
whom all the world allows to befo muchyour 
betters. By my: troth, faid the bee, the 
comparifon will amount to a very good jeft ; 
and you will do me a favour to let me kni,w 
ibe reafons, that all the world is pleafed to 
ufe in Jo hopeful a difpute. At this ^cfpi- 

B b 4 der^ 
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dery having fwelled himfelf into the fizc 
and pofture of a difputant, began his 
argument in the true fpirit of controverfy, 
with refolution to be heartily fcurrilous and 
angry, to urge on his own reafons without 
the leaft regard to the anfwers or objedi- 
ons of his oppofite ; and fully predeter- 
mined in his mind againft all convidion. 

JVof to djfparage myfelfy faid he, by the 
comparifon with fuch a rafcal ; what art 
thou but a vagabond without houfe or homey 
without Jiock or inheritance f born to na 
jwjfejpon of your own^ but a pair of wingt 
and a drone-pipe. Your livelihood is an uni- 
verfal plunder upon nature ; q freebooter 
over f elds and gardens \ and, for the fake 
offlealingy will rob a nettle as readily as a 
violet, fVhcreas I am a domeftic animal 
furnijhed with a native flock within myfelf 
This large cafile (to Jhrdo my improvements 
in th^ mathematics) is all built with my own 
hands y and the materials extroBed altoge" 
ther out of tny own perfon, 

I am glady anfwer'd the bee, to hear 

you grant at leajl, that I am come honeflly 

by my wings and my voice ; for then, it 

feemsy I am obliged tq heaven al&ne for nrf 

flights 
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fights and my mufic^ and prwidetiCB 
would never have befiowed on me twofucb 
gifts without deftgning them for the nobUfl 
ends. I vijft indeed all the flowers and hlof^ 
fonts of the field and garden ; but whatever. 
IcolkB from thence^ enriches myfelf with* 
out the leafi injury to their beauty^ their 
fmelly or their tafle. Now, for you and 
your Jkill in architeSlure and other mathn-m. 
matics I have little to fc^ : in that building, 
of yours there might, for aught I know^ 
have been labour and method enough ; but 
by woful experience for us both it is plain^ 
the materials are naught ; and I hopeyyou 
will henceforth take warning, and confider 
duration and matter as well af method 
and art. You boafi indeed of being obliged 
to no other creature, but of drawing and 
fpinning outallfromyourfelf', that is to fay % 
if we may judge of the liquor in the vejfel bf 
'{vhat ijfues out, you pojfefs a good plentiful, 
ftore if dirt and poifon in your breqft j and^ 
though I would by no means lejfen or dif-^ 
parage your genuine flock of either, yet, I 
dmbtyou are fomtkohat obliged for an in- 
creafe of both to a little foreign, afjifianc^, 
Tmr inherent portion of dirt does not fail 

9f 
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ttf acqmfitiom fyfooeepings exhaled from he- 
Uw'f andominfiSifurnifiesyou'mtbalbare 
ofpoifon to dejiroy another. So that injbort 
the queftion comes all to this ; whether is the 
fmler bung of the Pirn ^ that which by a lazy 
contemplation of four inches rounds by cm 
wer-weening pride, feeding and engender^ 
ing on itfelf turns all into excrement and 
. venom ; producing nothing at ally but fly- 
bane and a cobweb : or that, which by an 
univerfal range, with long fearch, much 
fiudy^ true judgment, and diJiinSiion of 
things, brings home honey and wax. 

This difpute was managed with fuch 
dagernefs, clamour, and warmth, that the 
two parties of books in arms below flood 
iilent a while, waiting in fufpence what 
would be the iiTue ; which was not long 
undetermined : for the bee, grown impa- 
tient at fb much lofs of time, fled ftrait 
aw4y to a bed of roles, without looking 
for a reply ; and left the fpider like an 
orator, colleEied in himfelf, and jufl pre- 
pared to burft out. 

It happened upon this emergency, that 
^fip broke filence firft. He had been of 
late moil barbaroufly treated by a tenge 

effca 
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efied of the regenis humanityy • who had 
torn oiF his title-page, forely defaced one 
half of his leaves, and chained him faft a- 
mong z (hcK of mo^/erm. Where foon dif» 
covering how high the quarrel was like to 
proceed, he tried all his arts, and turned 
himfelf to a thoufand forms. At length 
in the borrowed fhape of an a/s, the regent 
miftook him for a modem ; by which means 
he had time and opportunity to efcape to 
the antients, juft when the Jpicler and the 
iee were entering into their conteft ; to 
which he gave his attention with a world 
of pleafure; and, when it was ended, 
fwore in the loudeft key, that in all hit 
life he had never known two cafes Jb 
parallel and adapt to each other, as that 
in the window, and this upon the iheli^. 
The difputantSy faid he, have adtmrabfy 
managed the difpute between them^ ha^ 
taken in the full firength of all thai is"t$ 
he faid on bothjides, andexhauftedthefuif^ 
fiance of every argument pro and con. // 
is but to adjufi the reafonings of both to tbg 
prefent quarrel^ then to compare and apply 

* Btmbyt who denied the antiqui^ of JEfip:, Set ugti 
p. 356. 

the 
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the labours and fruits ofeachy as the bcc 
has learnedly deduced them ; and we Jhall 
find the conclufion fall plain and clofe upon 
the moderns aftd us. For, pray gentlemen^ 
was ever any thing fo modern as the fpider 
in his air, his turns, and his paradoxes f 
he argues in the behalf of yoM his brethren, 
and himfelf, with many hoaftings of his na- 
tive flock, and great genius ; that hefpins 
andfpits wholly from himfelf, and f corns to 
won any obligation ot^fffijlancefrom without. 
Then he difplays to you his great Jkill in 
architeSiure, andimprovement in the mathe- 
matics, 7a all this the bee, as an advocate 
retained by us /^^antients, thinks fit to an- 
fwer \ that if one may judge of the great 
genius or inventions of the moderns by what 
tibey have produced, you will hardly have 
countenance to bear you out in boafting of 
either, EreSi yourfchemes with as much 
method and Jkill as you pleafe ; yet if the 
materials be nothing but dirt, fpun out of 
your awn entrails (the guts of modern 
brains J the edifice will conclude at lafi in a 
Gob-web ; the duration of which, like that 
of other fpiders webs, may be imputed to 
their being forgotten, or negleSled, or hi4 

in 
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tA a comer. For, any thing elfe ofgenuint 
that the moderns may pretend tOy 1 cannot 
r&:olleB\ unlefs it be a large vein ofwrang* 
ling andfatyr^ much of a nature andftdf- 
fiance with the fpider's^o^/? ; ivhichy hoW" 
ever th^ pretend tofpit wholly out of them- 
JelveSy is improved by the fame artSy by feed- 
ing upon the'mkQ:^ andytvmm of the age, 
j^s for us the ancients, we are content with 
the bee to pretend to nothing of our own^ 
beyond our wings and our voice : that is to 
fay, our flights and our language. For the 
refly whatever we havegot^ has been by in- 
finite labour andfearch^ and ranging through 
voery comer of nature ; the difference is 
thaty infiead of dirt and poifon, we bdvt 
rather chofen to fill our hives with honey and 
wax, thus furnifhing mankind with the two 
noblefi of things^ which are fweetnefs and 
light. 

It is wonderful to conceive the tumult 
arifen among the booh upon the dole of 
this long defcant of Mifop : both parties 
took the hint, and heightened their ani- 
modties fo on a fudden, that they refolved 
it Oiould come to a battle. Immediately 
the two main bodies withdrew under their 

fevcral 
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feveral enfigns to the farther pafts of the 
library, and there entered into cabals, and 
oonfults upon the prefent emergency. The 
modems were in very warm debates upon 
the choice of their leadersy and nothing 
lefs than the fear impending from the 
enemies could have kept them &om 
mutinies upon this occafion. The difTer- 
cnce was grcateft among the borfet where 
every private troopen^x^oxAeA. to the chief 
command, from Taffo and Milton to Dry* 
den and Withers. The Ugbt-horfe were 
commanded by Cowley and « Defpreaux, 
There came the bowmen under their va- 
liant leaders, Des Cartes^ Gajfendiy and 
Hobbesy whofe ftrength was fuch, that 
they could fhoot their arrows beyond the 
atmofphere never to fall down again, but 
turn like that oiEvander into meteor Sy ot 
like ^t cannon-ball vsAoJiars, Paracelfus 
brought a fquadron of Jlink-pot-flingers 
from the fnowy mountains oiRbatia. There 
came a vaft body of dragoons of different 
nations under the leading of Harvey* 

' More commonly known Med on by the advocates fat 

by the name of BuUau. the moderns, and excepted a- 

<* Dodor Harvey who dif- gainft as falfe by Sir fyilHan 

covered the circulation of the TempUf in bis £flay« p* 44* 

blood, a difcovery much in- 45. their 
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their great aga : part armed mtiijcyfhef^ 
the weapons of death ; part widi lancef 
and long knives^ all fteeped in poifon ; part 
{hot bullets of a mod malignant nature, 
and uied white powder, which in^libly 
killed without r^^cr/. There came fevcral 
bodies oi heavy-armed foot, all mercenaries^ 
under the enfigns oiGuicciardineyDavilay 
PolydoreVirgil^Buchanan, Mariana, Cam- 
den, and others. The engineers were com«» 
manded by Regiomontanus and JVilkins, 
The reft were a confufed multitude, led 
by Scotusy Aquinas, and Bellarmine ; of 
mighty bulk and ftature, but without ei- 
ther arms, courage, or difcipline. In the 
laft place, came infinite fwarms of « calo^ 
nes, a diforderly rout led by UEfirange\ 
rogues and raggamufHns, that follow the 
camp for nothing but the plunder ; all 
without ' coats to cover them. 

* Cahiut. By calling this the neaneft and moft defpica- 

diforderly rout caknts the ble of all writers, as the calatutf 

author points both his fatyr whether belonging to tht army 

and contempt againft all forts or private families* were the 

of mercenary icriblers, who meaneftofallflavesorfervanta 

write as they are commanded whatfoever. 
by the leaders and patrons of * Tbefe are pamphlets, 

fMition, faSion, corruption, which are not bound or co> 

and every evil work ; they are ver'd. 
ililed uktus becaufe they arc 

The 
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The army of the ancients was much 
fewer in number ; Homer led the borfe^ 
and Pindar the ligbt-horfe\ Euclid yf2A 
chief engineer : Plato and Ariftotle com- 
manded the bowmen ; Herodotus and Z//vy 
they^tf/ ; Hippocrates X^oR dragoons \ the 
tf///« led by Vofftus and Temple brotighc 
up the rear. 

All things violently tending to a deci- 
five battle, Fame^ who much frequented, 
, and had a large apartment formerly af- 
ligned her in the regal library^ fled up 
ftrait to yupiter^ to whom {he delivered 
a faithful account of all that paflTed be- 
tween the two parties below ; for, among 
the Gods {he always tells truth. %v^, in 
great concern, convokes a council in the 
milky way* The fenate afTembled, he de- 
clares the occafion of convening them ; 
a bloody battle ju{l impendent between 
two mighty armies of antient and modern 
creatures, called books ^ wherein the celef- 
tial intere{l was but too deeply concerned. 
MomuSy the patron of the moderns^ made 
an excellent fpeech in their favour, which 
was anfwered by P alias ^ the protedrefs of 
the ancients. The alTembly was divided 

in 
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In their afteftions ; when Jupuer com- 
manded the book of fate to be laid before 
him. Immediately were brought by Mer- 
cury three large volumes in folio, contain- 
ing memoirs of all things paft, prefent, and 
to come. The clalps were of filver double 
gilt; the covers of celeftial turkey-leatherj 
and the paper fuch as here on earth might 
almoft pafs for vellum* Jupiter, having 
iilently read the decree, would commu- 
nicate the import to none, but prefently 
fhut up the book. 

Without the doots of this affembly 
there attended a vaft number of lights 
nimble gods^ menial fervants to Jupiter t 
thefe are his miniftering inflruments in ail 
affairs below. They.travel in a caravan, 
more or lefs together, and are fattened to 
each other, like a link of galley- Jlaves, by 
a light chain, which pafles from them to 
Jupiter*s great toe i and yet, in receiving 
or delivering a meflage they may never 
approach above the loweft ftep of his 
throne, where he and they Whifper to 
feach other through a long, hollow trunk. 
Thefe deities are called by mortal men 
accidents or events ; but the gods call 

Vol. I. C c them 
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them fecond caufes* yupiter having <le*' 
livered his meflage to a certain number 
of thefe divinities, they flew immediately 
down to the pinnacle of the regal library, 
and, confuting a lew minutes, entered 
unfeen, and difpofed the parties acc(H-d> 
ing to their orders. 

Mean while Momus fearing the worft, 
and calling to mind an ancient prophecy, 
which bore no very good face to his chil- 
dren the modemsy bent his flight to the 
region of a malignant deity, called Cri- 
ticifm. She dwelt on the top of a fnowy 
mountain in Nova Zetnbla ; there Momus 
found her extended in her den upon the 
^oils of numberlefs volumes, half devour- 
ed/ At her right-hand fat Ignorance^ her 
father and hufband, blind with age ; at 
her left Pride^ her mother, drefling her 
up in the fcraps of paper herfelf had torn. 
There . was Opiniony her After, h'ght of 
foot, hood-winked, and head-ftrong, yet 
giddy, and perpetually turning. About 
her played her children, Notfe and Jmpu- 
dencey Dulnefs and Vanity y Pofitivenefsy^ 
Pedantry and Ill-manners. The goddeis 
herfelf had claws like a cat; her head,. 

and 
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bad ears, and voice reiembled thoie of ai^ 
a/s 1 her teeth fallen out before ; her eye« 
turned inward, as if {he looked only upon 
herfclf; her diet was the overflowing of 
her own ga//; her/p/een was fo large^ aai 
to (land prominent, like a dug of the flrft 
rate, nor wanted. excrefcencies in form of 
teats, at which a crew of ugly monfleri 
Were greedily lucking ; andj what is won-r 
derful to conceive, the bulk of fpleen in-* 
creafed fafter than the fucking could dimi- 
hifh it. Qoddefsy faid Momus^ canycu fii 
idly here, while our devout ivorjhippers thi 
moderns are this minute entering into, d 
cruel battle'y and perhaps now lying undep 
thejwords of iheit enemies ; tscho then heres 
after will iver faerifice^ or build altars t9 
our divinities^ bafie therefore to the Britifh 
ifle, and if pojible, prevent their defiruc-^ 
. tion ; while I makefoBions amo7ig thegodsf 
and gain them ovir to our party. 

MomuSy having thus delivered himfelf, 
ftaid not for an anfwer, but left the god* 
defs to her own refentmenti Up (he roft 
in a rage, and, as it is the ibxvA upon fuch 
occadons^ began a folilocjuy : // is I (faid 
flie) who give wifdom to infants and idiots ^ 

C c a by 
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iy me children grow wifer than their pa^ 
rents \ by me beaux become politicians^ and 
fchool-boys judges of philofophy \ by me 
fophijlers debate., and conclude upon the 
depths of knowledge 'y and coffee- houfe wits, 
inftinSi by me, can correEi an author sflyle 
and difplay his minueji errors, without un~ 
derfanding a fy liable of his matter, or 
his language j by me flriplings fpend their 
judgment, as they do their efiate, before it 
comes into their hands. It is I, who haoe 
depofed wit and knowledge from their etn- 
pire over poetry, and advanced myfelf in 
their fiead. And Jhall a few \x^^Tt ztl- 
cients dare oppofe mef- — but come, my 
aged parent, and you my children dear, and 
thou, my beauteous fefier ; let us afcend 
my chariot, and hafie to afftft our deoout 
moderns, who are mm facrificing to us a 
hecatomb, as I perceive by that grateful 
fmell, which from thence reaches my nofirils. 
The goddefs, and her train, having 
mounted the chariot, which was drawn 
by tame geefe^ flew over infinite regions, 
{hedding her influence in due places, 
till at length flie arrived at her beloved 
)j(land o£ Britain y but in hovering over 

its 
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its metropolis^ what bleffings did flie not 
let fall upon her feminaries of Grejhani 
and Covent-Garden ? " and now fhc 
reached the fatal plain of St. James % li- 
brary, at what time the two armies were 
upon the point to engage; where, enter- 
ing with all her caravan unfeen, and land- 
ing upon a cafe of flielves, now defert, 
but once inhabited by a colony of virtu- 
ofosy fhe ftaid a while to obferve the pof- 
ture of both armies. 

But, here the tender cares of a mother 
began to fill her thoughts, and move in 
her breaft : for, at the head of a troop of 
modern bowmen Ihe caft her eyes upon her 
ion Wotton ; to whom the fates had af- 
iigned a very Abort thread. Wotton^ a 
young hero, whom an unknown fether 
of mortal race begot by ftollen embraces 
with this goddefs. He was the darling of 
his mother above all her children, and £he 
refolvcd to go and comfort him. But firft, 
according to the good old cuflom of dei- 
ties, (he cafl about to change her fhape, 
for fear the divinity of her countenance 
might dazzle his mortal fight, and over- 

■ Seethe notes, p. 53. 
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charge thp reft of his fenfes, She therefore 
' gathered up her perfon into an oEiavo com- 
pa(s : her body grew whitp and arid, and 
Split in pieces with drynefs; the thick turn- 
icd into pafte-board, and the thin into pa- 
per, upon which her parents and childreq 
artfully ftrewed a black juice or decodliioa 
^f galland foot inform of letters; her head, 
gnd voice, and fpleen kept their primitive 
form ; and that, which before was a cover 
pf fkin, did ftill continue fq. In this guife 
ihe marched on towards the fmderns, un- 
(diftinguifhable in fhape and drefs fron; 
the divi?i9 Beat ley y 1VQttQn% deareft friend. 
Brave Wotton^ faid the goddefs^ mhy. do 
cur troops Jiand idle here to fpend their frer- 
fent vigour and opportunity of this day ? 
awqyy let us hafte tg the generals^ and ad- 
pife to give the onfet immediately. Having 
fpoke thus, fhe took the uglieft of her 
monfters, full gutted from her fpleen, and 
flung it invifibly into his mouth, which, 
flying flraight iip into his Jiead^ fqueefed 
put his eye- balls, gave him a diflorted 
Jook, and half overturned his brain. Then 
fhe privately ordered two of her beloved 
children, Dulnefi and lil-Manners, dofe- 

• ■ : Jy 
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ly to attend' his perfbn in all encounters.* 
Having thus accoutered him, (he vaniflbed 
in a mift, and the ^ero perceived it was the 
goddefs his mother. 

The deftined hour of fate Being now ar-* 
rived, the fight began ; whereof before I 
dare adventure to make a particular defcrip- 
tion, I muft, after the example of other 
authors, petition for a hundred tongues, 
and mouths, and hands, and pens ; which 
would all be too little to perform fo im* 
menfe a work. Say, goddefs, that prefideft 
over hiftory, who it was that firft advan- 
ced in the field of battle. Paracelfus, at 
the head of his dragoons^ obferving GaleH 
.in the adverfe wing, darted his javeHn 
with a mighty force, which the brave 
ancient received upon his fhield, the point 

breaking in the fecond fold. * * * 
« « 4» » « « « « ^^^ .^^^^ 

••***•*♦ defunt. 
They bore the wounded Aga ' on theij 
fhields to his chariot * » « ♦ 



• TioStorHgrvtyy {et the note was wounded ; other modern* 

p. 270. It was not thought are fpared by the hiatus that 

proper to name his antagoniO^, follows, probably for iimilair 

hut only to intimatei i^ilt he reafons. 

.Cc4 * * 
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J^efunt ••••• « » 4 

nonmlla, •••,.•,, 

Then ArijiotJe^ obferving Bacon adr 
vance with a furious mien, drew his bow 
to the head, and let fly his arrow, whiciv 
mifTed the valiant modern^ and went hiz- 
zing over his head; but Des Cartes it hit; 
the fteel point quickly found a defeB in 
his bead-pieee ; it pierced the leather and 
the pafte- board, and went in at his right 
eye. The torture of the pain whirled th& 
valiant bowman round, till death, like a 
flar of fuperior influence, drew him in- 
to, his own vortex. * * ♦ « 

« • « « • «' « 
Jnzens hiatus 

i' ' A/TO * * * ♦ ♦ ♦ 

m m Mo. 

when Homer appeared at 
(he head of the cavalry, mounted on a furi- 
ous horie, with difllculty managed by the 
rider himfelf, but whiph no other mortal 
durfl approach ; he rode among the ene- 
mies ranks, and bore down all before him. 
Say, gpddefs, whom he flew firft, and 
ivhom he flew laft. Firft, * Gondibert ad- 

* An heroic poem by Sir WtUiam Bavpmt, b fianz«s of km 
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vanced againft him, clad in heavy armour, 
^nd mounted on a flaid fbber gelding, not 
fo famed for his fpeed, as his docility in 
kneeling, whenever his rider would mount 
or alight. Hq had made a vow to Palldis^ 
that he would never leave the field, till 
he had fpoiled ' Hotner of his armour ; 
madman, who had never, once Jeen the 
wearer, nor underftood his ftrcngth I him 
Homer overthrew horfe and man to the 
ground, there to be trampled and choak- 
ed in th? dirt. Then, with a long fpear 
he dtw Denhattty a flout modern^ who from 
his " father's fide derived his lineage from 
Apollo^ but his mother was of mortal race. 
He fell, and bit the earth. The celeftial 
part Apollo took, and made it a ftar, but 
the terreftrial lay wallowing upon the 
ground. Then Homir flew U^ejley, " with 
a kick of his horfe's heel ; he took Per- 
rault by mighty force out of his faddle, 
then hurled him at Fontemlky with the 
fame blow dafliing out both their brains. 

■ Vid. Homir. not the real author of Ctoptr't 

^ Sir Jo/)» Denham^s poems Hilt. 

are very unequal, extremely * Mr. ff^ffifft who wrote the 

good, and very indifferent ; fo lifeof Cbrift in verfej&^. 
plat his detraaorsfaidj he tn|3 
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On the left wing of the hoi-fc, J^irgil 
appeared in (hining armour, completely 
£ttcd to his body : he was mounted on a 
dapple-grey fteed, the flownels of whofe 
pace was an effeft of the higheft mettle 
and vigour. He caft his eye on the adverfe 
wing with a defire to find an obje6k worthy 
of his valour, when behold, upon a fbrrel 
gelding of a monftrous fize appeared a foe, 
ilTuing from among the thickeft of the 
enemy's fquadrons ; but his fpeed was 
lefs than his noife ; for his horfe, old and 
lean, fpent the dregs of his ftrength in 
a high trot, which, though it made flow 
advances, yet caufed a loud clafhing of 
bis armour, terrible to hear. The two ca- 
yalicrs had now approached within the 
throw of a lance, when the ftranger de- 
fired a parley, and lifting up the vizor of 
his helmet, a face hardly appeared from 
within, which after a paufe was knowii for 
that of the renowned Dryden, The brave 
ancient fuddenly Aarted, as one pofTefled 
with furprize and difeppointment toge- 
ther : for the helmet was nine times too 
large for the head, which appeared fituate 
far in the hinder part, even like the lady in 
! ' a Ipbfter, 
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ft lobfler, or like a moufe under a canopy 
pf ilate, or like a fhrlvelled beau from 
within the pent-houfe of a modern peri- 
wig : and the voice was fuited to the vi- 
fage, founding weak and remote. Dryden 
in a long harangue foothed up the good 
(incienti called \i^m father ; and by a large 
deduction of genealogies made it plainly 
appear, that they were nearly related. 
Then he humbly propofed an exchange of 
grmour as a lading mark of hofpitality be- 
tween them. /^/rg-/7confented(forthegod- 
^&i'& Diffidence came unfeen, and cad a mift 
before his eyes) though his was of " gold 
gndcoft a hundred beeves, the other's but 
of rufty iron, However, this glittering 
^rmour became the modern ytX. worfethaa 
his own. Then they agreed to exchange 
liorfes; bqt, when it came to the trial, 
JQryden was afraid, and utterly unable to 
mount. *•*♦♦*♦« '^ 

i(tff*««« Lucan appeared 

» yid. Umtri^ 
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upon a fiery horfeofadmirablefKapeybuf 
head-ftrong, bearing the rider where he lift 
over the field ; he made a mighty Slaugh- 
ter among the enemy's horfe j which de- 
Jftrudion to ftop, Blackmore a famous ^wt^- 
dertn (but one of the mercenaries) ftrenu- 
oufly oppofed himfelf, and darted his jave- 
lin with a ftrong hand, which, falling 
ihort of its mark, ftruck deep in the earth. 
Then Lucan threw a lance ; but ^fcu- 
lapius came unfeen, and turned off the 
point. ' Brave modern, /aid Lucan, / 
perceive fome god prote&s you^ for never 
did my arm fo deceive me before : but what 
mortal can contend with a godf thereforey 
let us fight no longer ^ but frefent gifts to 
each other, Lucan then beftowcd the mo^ 
dern a pair offpurs^ and Blackmore gave 
Lucan a bridle. •♦•••• 
,♦•••♦•♦ 

Faucade- ♦*♦**.** 

y^^^- • . • • • • » • 

Creech : but the goddefs Dulnefs took a 
cloud, formed into the fliape of Horace^ 
ftrmed and mounted, and placed in a fly- 
ing pofture before him. Glad was the 

* Ifift (kill as a phy^cil^l attoiqcd for his dulneft as a poet. 

cavalier 
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cavalier to begin a combat with a flying 
foe, and purfued the image, threatening 
loud ; till at laft it led him to the peace- 
ful bower of his father Ogleby, by whom he 
was difarmed, and affigned to his repbfe. 

Then Pindar flew — , and — , and Old- 
ham, and — , and " >^/ra the AmazoHy 
light of foot ; never advancing in a di- 
redl line, but wheeling with incredible a^ 
gility and force, he made a terrible flaugh- 
ter among the enemies light-horfe. Him 
when Cowley obferved, his generous heart 
burnt within him, and he advanced againfl: 
the fierce ancienty imitating his addrefs, 
his pace, and career, as well as the vigour 
of his horfe, and his own fkill would allow. 
When the two cavaliers had approached 
within the length of three javelins, firft 
Cowley threw a lance, which mified P/«- 
dar^ and pafllng into the enemy's ranks 
fell ineffedual to the ground. Then P/«- 
dar darted a javelin fo large and weighty, 
that {carce a do2^n cavaliers^ as cavaliers. 
are in our degenerate days, could raife it 
from the ground ; yet he threw it with 

^ Mrs. Afra Bthtiy author of many plays, oevels, and poems. 

eafe. 
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cafe, and it went by an unerring liancJi 
finging through the air; nor could the 
modern have avoided prefent death, if he 
Bad hot luckily oppofed the (hield, that 
had been given him by Venus, * And now 
both heroes drew their fwords, but the 
modern was fo aghaft and difordered, that 
he knew not where he was; his fhield 
dropped from his hands ; thrice he fled, 
and thrice he could not efcape ; at laft he 
turned, and lifting up his hands in the pof- 
ture of a fuppliant : Godlike Pindar, (aid 
hc^fpare my life^ andpojfefs my horfe 'with 
thefe arms, befides the ranfom, which my 
friends will give, when they hear I am a- 
live, and your pr if oner, Do^, faid Pindar, 
let -your ranfom flay with your friends ; 
but your carcafs Jhall be left for the fowls 
of the air, and the beafts of the field. With 
that, he raifed his fword, and with a migh- 
ty flroke cleft the wretched modern in 
twain, the fword purfuing the blow ; and 
one half lay panting on the ground to be 
trod in pieces by the horfes feet, the othef 
half was borne by the frighted fteed thro* 

* His poem called the Miftrefir. 

the 
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the field. This • Fe^us took, wafhed it, 
fevcn times in amSrofiay then flruck it 
thrice with a fprig of amaranth ; upon 
which, the leather grew round and foft, 
and the leaves turned into feathers, and 
being gilded before, continued gilded 
ftill ; fo it became a dwcy and fhe harneff- 
cd it to^her^chariot. * Hiatus valde d,^ _ 

flendus in MS. 

• ■•*»•« "f 

Day being far fpent, and the numerous 
forces of the moderns half inclining to a 
retreat, there ifTued forth from a fquadron 
of their heavy-armed foot " a captain whofe 
name was Bentley, the moft deformed of 
all the fnoderns ; tall, but without ihape 
or comlinefs ; large, but without ftrength 
or proportion. His armour was patch-^ 
ed up of a thoufand incoherent pieces; 

■ I do not approve the au- *> Theepifode oiBentUj and 

thor's judgment in this, for I Wfttm. 

think Ciwley's Pindarics are As the account of the Battle 

piuch preferable to his it/j^r^ of the Books is an alleeorical 

It may however be conft- rcprefentation of Sir IriUiam 

dered, that Cowley's Pindarics TeotpWs eflay, in wtiich th« 

were but copies, of which Pin- ancients are oppofed to tht 

dar was the original ; before moderns, the account of Bent- 

Phdof therefore his pindarics ley and jy»tton i» called an e* 

might fall ; and his Miflrefs be pifode, and their intrufion ie* 

preferved as properly hit owih prefented ai air under a^Uon. • 

and 
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and the found of it, as he marched, wai 
loud and dry, like that made by the fall 
of a fhcet of lead, which an etefian wind 
blows fuddenly down from the roof of 
fome fteeple. His helmet was of old rufty 
iron, but the vizor was brafs, which, taint* 
ed by his breath, corrupted into copperas, 
nor wanted gall from the fame fountain j 
fo that, wherieVer provoked by anger or 
labour, an atramentous quality of moft 
malignant nature was feen to diflil from 
liis lips. In his " right hand he grafped a 
flail, and (that he might never be unprovi- 
ded of an ojfenjive weapon) a veflel full of 
ordurein his left. Thus completely armed, 
he advanced with a flow and heavy pace, 
where the fnodem chiefs were holding a 
confult upon the fum of things ; who, 
as he came onwards, laughed to behold 
his crooked leg, and hump flioulder, 
which his boot and armour vainly endea- 
vouring to hide, were forced to comply 
with, and ej^pofe. The generals made 
ufe of him for his talent of railing ; whichj 

^ The perfon, here fpoken and uflng mean and foul kax* 
ofj is famous for letting fly at rHities. 
every body wkhout diftindtion, 

kept 
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kept within government, proved freqtient-* 
ly of great fervice to their ciufc, but at 
other time^ did more milchidf than good j 
for at the I^aft touch of ofFcnce, ahd oF« 
ten without any at dll, he wolild, like ^ 
woimded elephant, convert it dgainft hiS 
leaders. Such at this jundhire W^^ the dif-> 
pofition of Bentley, grieved to fte thtf 
enemy prevail, ind diflatisfied with everj^ 
liody's condud, but his own. He humbhf 
gave the modern 'generals to underftand) 
that he conceited with great fubihifli6ii| 
they \vcre all a pack of rogues, and fooh^' 
^nd. forts ofwboriSy and d-*^nd amardi^ 
and confounded loggerheads, and Ulitiratf 
whelps, and nonfenficalfcoundrels J that \t 
himielf had been conftituted geileral, thoib 
'■ pfefumptuous dogs, the antUnts^ Would 
long before this nave beeii beatfen diit of 
the field. Tou, faid he, fit hire idk \ M 
•sohen /j of any other valiant moderh, Mil 
an enemy ^ you are fur e to feize thefpoiL 
But i wHlftot march ortefottt agaihfi the 
foe^ * till you allfwear to mt^ that ^hoiH» 
ever I take or hlli his arrns t fh all quietly 
pojfefs, Bentley having fpoketi thus, Sca>^ 

'^ YvL Homer, de therfit^i 

V0U.I ■* Dd iigtr 
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Uger beftowing him a four look ; Mifere^, 
ant prater y faid he, eloquent mfy m thine 
iawn ^esy thou railefi without wit or truths, 
or diferetion . The malignity of thy temptr 
^erverteth nature^ thy learning ^i^^ib^ tbu 
more barbarous, thy fiudy of humanity 
more inhuman ; thy converge among poets 
more ffoveiing, miry, tf;^^dull. AUartt 
(f civilizing others render thee rude and 
Vntradable; courts have taught thee ill 
iilannersj^z;^^ polite converfation hasfinijb-^ 
id thee a pedant. BefuieSy a greater coward 
hurtheneth not the army. But never de" 
fpond ; Ipafs my wordy whatever fpoil thou 
takefiyfhall certainly he thy own ; though^ 
i hopey that vile carcafs wiUfirfi hecome 
4 prey to kites and worms 4 

Beniley dui&notTt^Xy I but^halfchoak'- 
led with ^leen and rage, withdrew in full 
teiblution of performing fome great at* 
^hievement. With him for hi» aid and 
cx>mpanion he tobk his beloved Cottony 
cefblving by policy or furprize to attempt 
fome negleded quarter of the ancients 
grmy. They began their march wer car- 
caiTes of their'flaughtered ffiends-;, thea 
to the right of their own fqrces; then* 
,. 3 - /whecjed 
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Wiieelcd nbrthurard, till thcjr c^iiie to 
Aldrm)andus\ tomb, which they pafled 
on the fide of the declinidg Tuii. And novf 
they arrived with fear towardsi*the enemy** 
out-guards 5 looking about, if haply they 
might *lpy the quarters of the wounded, 
of forae ftraggling ileepers, unarmed, and 
remote from the reft. As when two muh* 
grel curs^ whom native greedinefs^ and 
domeflic want) proVoke and join in part* 
ner(hip, though fearful, nightly to invad* 
the folds of fome rich grazier : they, with 
tails deprefled and lolling tongues, creep' 
ibft and flow ; mean while the cohfcioui- 
moM, now in her %emth^ on their guikjr 
heads darts perpendicular rays ; nor dare 
they bark, though much provoked at her 
refulgent viiage, whether feen in puddle 
by rdtledtion, or in fphere dired ; but ont 
furveys the region round, while t'other 
icouts the plain,. if haply, to difbover, at 
diftance from the flock, £>me carcafs half 
devoured, the refufe of gorged wolves, or 
ominous ravens. So marched this lovely, 
loving pair of friends, nor with lefs fear 
and circumfpe^on ; when, at diftance, 
they might perceive two fhioiag fuits of 
' ' V ' D d 2 armour, 
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armour, hanging upon an oak, and the 
owners not ^ ofFin a profound deep. 
The two friends drew lots, and the pur- 
fiiing of this adventure fell to Bentley ; on 
he went, and in his van Confujion and 
Amaze \ while Horror and jfffright 
brought up ^e rear. As he came near, be- 
hold two heroes of the antients army, Pia' 
laris and Mfop^ lay faft afleep : Bentley 
wouldfain have difpatched them both, and,' 
ftealing clofe, aimed his flail at Phalaris\ 
breaft. But then the goddefs j^ff right in- 
terpofing, caught the modern in her icy 
arms, and dragged him &om the danger 
{he forefaw ; both the dormant heroes hap- 
pened to turn at the fame inftant, though 
foundly ileeping, and bufy in a d^ank *, 
For Phalaris was juft thatminurte dream*^i 
ing, how a moft y'Ae foetafler had' lam- 1 
pooned him, • and how he had got iura 
roaring in his bull. And JEfof dreamed, • 
thati as he and the antient chiefs were lying, 
on the ground, a wild, afs broke lopfe, can 
about trampling and kickings and dunging 
in thejr faces. Bentley^ leaving the two' 

1 This » according to Ht' thofir, who were fti^cd in jAeIr 
nJr, who ttiii the dreams of fleep. • .n- < ^ 

• ■', . . ;i'. I . '-'faerdes 
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heroes adeep, feized on both their armours^ 
and withdrew in queftofhisdarltng/5^(?//o». 

He in the mean time had wandered 
long in fearch of ibme enterprize, till at 
length he arrived at a fmall rivulet^ that 
lillied from a fountain hard by, called ill 
the language ofmortal men Helicon. Here 
he flopped, and parched with thirft, re-[ 
folved to allay it in this limpid ftream. 
Thrice with profane hands he eflayed x.o 
raife the water to his lips, and thrice it 
flipped all through his fingers. Then h^ . 
ftooped prone on his breaft, but, e*re hi» 
mouth had kified the Hquid cryilal, A-^ 
polio came, and iii the channel held his 
fhield. betwixt the modern and the foun- 
tain, fo that he drew up nothing but mud: 
For, although no fountain on earth can 
compare with the clearnefs o^Hdicony yet 
their lies at bottom a thick fediment of 
pirn and mud\ for io Apollo begged of . 
yupiter^ as a punifhment to thofe, who 
durft attempt to tafte it with unhallowed 
lips, and for a lefTon to all, not to drcnd 
top deep^ ov far from thefpring. 

At the fountain-head Wqtton difcerned 

tlVQ b^oes \ thc-one he could not di{lin->- 

P d 3 guifh. 
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fUiOx, but tb^ other was fopa known for 
emp/e^ gpneral of the allies to the amients, 
|iis badk was turned, and he was em* 
ployed in drinking large draughts in his 
nelmet from the fountain, wnere he had 
yi^ithdrawn himfelf to reft from the toils 
of the war. Wotton obferving him, with 
quaking knees and trembling hands ipoke 
(bus to himfelf ; Ob^ that I could kiU ^ 
pefiroyer of our artny ; what renowHfiould 
i pur chafe among the chiefs f iut to iffue 
cut againfl kif^i * ^san againfi man^ ftdeld 
^g(nnjljbield^ and lance againfilance^ wbai 
imdern of us dare f for he fights Rkeagod^ 
(tnd Fallas, or Apollo, are ever at hi^ 
f1how» But, oh, mother! if what fame 
reports he truft that I am the f on offogrea^ 
f goddefsy grant me to hit Temple «wa6 
tUs lance, that thejlroke may fend him to 
hell, and that I may return infafety and 
friumpb laden with hisfpoils* The £rfl 
part of this prayer the gods granted at the 
interceilion of his mother, and of ^iomtts \ 
btit the reft, by a perverfe windfent from 
fate, was fcattercd in the air. Theaf^ot-^ 
$(m ^afped his lance, and braiidiihi^i; it 

thrice 
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^thrice' over his head, darted it with all his 
anight, the goddefs his mother at the fame 
time adding ftrength to his arm. Away 
the lanoe went hi^zing, and reached 
even to the belt of the averted antient^ 
tipoa which lightly grazing it fell tq th^ 
ground. Temple neither felt the weapon 
touch him, nor heard it fall ; and Wottiin 
might have efcaped to his army with the 
honour of having remitted his lance againft 
fo great a leader, unrevenged ; but Apolk 
Encaged, that a javelin, flung by the afiiU^ 
ance of fo foul a goddefs, fhould pollute 
his fisuntain, put on the Ihape of . ■ >^ 
and foftly came to young BoyU^ who then 
accompanied Temple : he pointed firft t0 
the lance, then to the diftant modem that 
flung it, and comhianded the young hero 
to t^c immediate revenge. Bojle-i clad in 
4 fuit of armour which had h&tn given him^ 
fy all the gods *', immediately advanced 
againft the trembling foe^ who now fled 
before him. As a young lion in the Lybian 

, ^ B(qI* was- affifted in this at Oxftrd^ celebrated for th^r 
dtiputd by- Den Aliry>t Dr. ffnm and their learning, .then 
JU0iturjt • afterwards fiiihop qdled the Cbrifi-Cburch wiu, ' 

* P d 4 fhdns^ 
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.p/ainsy or ^rafy deferty Tent by Iiis agej 
iire to hunt for prey, or health, orexercife; 
\i£, (cours along wiihing to meet iome tyger 
from the mountains, or a furious boar: if 
phance a wild afs^ wdth brayings imporr* 
tune, affronts his ear, the generous beafl, 
. though loathing to diftain his claws with 
blood fd vil^, yet much provoked at the 
oSenfive noife, which echoy fodiih nymph, 
like her ill-judgmg/eXfKpeats much loud- 
<€rand with more delight tha.n P6i/omeId& 
ibng; hevindicatesthehopouroftheforel^ 
^d hunts the noify longrear*d animal. So 
Wotton fled, fo Boyk purfued. But W^t-!- 
ton heavy-armed, and flow of foot, began 
to flack his courfe ; when his lover Bentlg 
appeared, returning laden with the fpoib 
of the two fleeping amients, Boyk ob&n^ 
led him well, and foon difcovering the 
lielmetandfliield Oii Pbalarisy his friend^ 
both which he had lately with his own 
hands new poHfhed and gilt ; rag^ 
iparkled in his eyes, and leaving his pur^ 
fuit after Wotton^ he furioufly rufh*d on 
againfl this new approacher. Fain wonI4 
fte be revenged on both s but both i^ow 
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ikd different ways : * and, as a woman 
in a little houfe) that gets a painful liveli- 
Jiood by ginning ; if phance h&T geefe be 
icattered o'er the common, {he courfes 
round the plain from fide to fide, com- 
pelling here and there the ftragglers to the 
Hock ; , they cackle loud^ and flutter o'er 
jthe champain. So Boyle purfued, fb fled 
this pair of friends : finding at lengdi 
their flight was vain, they bravely jt)in*d 
and. drew thcmfelves in phalanx, Firft 
fitntUy threw a fpear with all his force; 
hoping to pierce the enemy *s bread: : but 
Pallas came unfeen, and in the air took 
off the point, and clapp*d on one oilead^ 
which, after a dead bang againfl; the en&k 
my*s fliield, fell blunted to the ground* 
Then Boyle^ obierving well his time, took 
yp a lance of wondrous length and fliarp- 
ne& ; and asthis pair of friends compadeii 
ftood clofe flde to flde, he vwheelM him 
to the right, and, with unufiial forced 
darted the weapon. Bentley faw his fate 
approach, and flanking down his arms 

• This is alfo ifwrAe naif intk th« fimilitude, nbr woiiW 

iwr of Ammt : th^^roman't' be ttccdkUe wklwut fuch «^ 

cetUng a painful livelihoed by authority. .. 
^ipsuic, |im nothing to lio Vid. Homert 

' clofe 
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<loie to hit ritn, hoping to {avc hk hody ; 
ia went tb& point, paifing through arm 
«n4 Bd^ not ftopp*d, or fpent its force, 
till it had alf^ pierced the valiant Wottm^ 
who^ g(Hng to fuftain his dying friend, 
ihared his fate. As when a ikilful cook 
hastmfs'd a brace o[ woodcocks, he, with 
iron fksw&y pierces the tenderEdes of both, 
fiheir legs and wings dofe pinion'd to their 
, libs 3 ib was this pair of friends trans6x*d 
till down they fell, join'd in their lives, 
jpin'd in their deaths ; fo clofely join'd, 
thftt Charon would miftake them both for 
on^, and.waft them avtx fiyx for half his 
fere. Farewd, beloved, loving pair ; few 
fiquaU have you left behind : and happy 
god immortal fhall you be, if all my wit 
flod ciloquence can make you. 

And, now • •♦♦♦♦♦ 

«f ♦ « • « 

* * ♦ ♦ I>efunt eatera/ 
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rHE followiffg: difcourfe came into m^ 
hands perfeSi and intire : but then 
being fever id thingjt in it\ which tbefrtjent 
age would not very well bear^ I kept it by 
mefomeyearsy refolving itjhould never fee 
the fight. At lengthy by the advice^ and 
apfiance of a judicious friend^ 1 retrenched 
thofe parts that might give mofl offence^ and 
have now ventured^ to publifh the remain" 
der. Concerning the author I am wholly 
ignorant ; neither eipt TconjeBure, whether 
it be the fame with that of the Puoo forego^ 
ing pieces, the original having heefifent ni$ 
at a different time, and in a different hand* 
The, learned rsader[mll better dfiermii^ to 
^hofe judgment I intirely fukmit ft* 
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OP THE 

SPIRIT. 



For T. H. Efqmre % at his chamben ia 
the academy of the Beaux Efpirits in 
Nffuo-England. 

SIR, 

IT is now a good while, fince I have 
had in my head fomething, not only 
very material, but abfolutely neceflary to^ 

> Suppofed to be Ooh Hm^ not print the reft, I know nof ^ . 
Ur author of che Letter •f £n- nor, indeed, is it eafy to deter* 
thufiafm mentioned in the apo- mine, whedier be may be re- 
logy for the Tale of a Tub. lied on, in any thing he fayy 

of this, or the former treatifes^ 

This diftouife is not alto- only as to the time they werei 

gether equal to the former, writ in ; which, however, m* , 

the heft parts of it beineomit- peart more from the difcourfea 

ted; whether the bookfeller's thcmfelves, than bis itlation. 
aocount beitruci that he durft 
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my heakh, ^at the world {hould be in- 
forffied in: for, to tell you a fecret, I 
toi able to contain it no longer. However 
I have been perplexed for fbme time to 
refoive^ what would be the moft proper 
form to fend it abroad in. To which end 
1 have been three days courfing through 
Wejimnfter-bally and St.PauPs Church- 
yard y and Pieet'ftreety Xo pCnife titles \ 
and I do not find any, which holds fo 
general a vogue, as that of a letter to a 
friend i ftotlnngk more' common than to 
meet with long epifUet i^drefled to per- 
ions and places, where, dt firft tbinkifig, 
one would be apt to imagine it not alto- 
gether fb necefmry or convenient ; fudi 
as, a neighhour at next door^ a mortd 
enemy y a perfeS Jir anger y or a per/on of 
qttaBty in the clouds i and tkeie upon fub- 
jeds'in appearance the leaft proper faf 
conveyance by the pofl ; as^ longJcAemet 
in philofifply % dork and wonderfuli u^- 
JUries of fiate ; laborious Jijfertatioot in 
critidfnt and pbihfophy ; advice to parliu- 
f/mttTy and the like. 

Now, Sir, to piroceed a^erthe mediod' 
in prelent wear : for, let Hoc &y whM f 

Witt 
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rtbie ihaie, as well at the preacher. The 
method of this urcanum is as foUows: they 
iriolendy ftrain their eye-balls inward, half 
clofing the lids; then, as they £lt, they 
are in a perpetual motion oifee-faw', mar- 
king long humms at proper periods, and 
continuiiig the found at equal lieight, 
chuiing their time in thoie intenn^col, 
while the preacher is at ebb. Neither is 
this pradice in .any part of it ib fingular 
and improbable, as not to be traced in 
-diftant regions 6:0m reading and obfervah 
tioa. For, firft, the * Jaugui^y iX' tO' 
lightened ^Unts- 4aiIndUhi ice all their vi- 
£onB by help ofan acquired ibainii^ and 
prcffiire of the eyes. Secondly, the art of 
Jm'fmo Qi£i a beam, and fwinging by ieflioii 
iipom a cord, in order to raife ardfidal 
caoafies, hath been derived to us ftom our 
* S/ytbian anchors, whoe it is pra^fed 
■at this day among die women* Laftlf» 
the whole proceeding, as I have here ft- 
Jated it, is performed by the natives of 
/fv^bm^ withaconfiderahle improvement ; 
oad it is granted, that this noble nation 

t ^snaer^ Meou deMogal. * Gii>gpipiHift.lhnn«t. 

hatk 
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hath of all others admitted fewer corrupt 
tions, and degenerated leaft from the pu-r 
vityoith^ old Tartars, Now, it is ufual 
for a knot of Irijb men and women to 
abilrad themfelves horn matter, bind up 
aU their fenfes, grow vi£onary and fpiri> 
tual, by influence of a ihort pipe of to- 
bacca lianded round the company ^ each 
pi^eferving the fmoke<, in his mputh, till 
It CQjije&again to his turn to take in ^refh; 
at ,tBe fame time, there is a^ concert of a 
contini^i^d g^i^tle humm} repeated and re^ 
newe4. by ii^indi, as occafion requires ; 
^ind tl^ey njipve tl^ir bodies up jmd down 
to a degree, that fprnetimes their heads and 
points lie parallel, to die horizon. . Meaa 
while, you may obferve their eyes turned 
up in the poflure of oncj. who endeavours 
to keep himfelf awake ; by which) and 
xnany other fymptoms among them, it 
manif^ftly appears, that the reafoning far 
culties are all fufpended and fuperfeded^ 
that imagination hath ufurped the feat; 
fcattering a thoufand deliriums over th^ 
brain. Returning from this digreflion, I 
fhall defcribe the methods, by which the 
Jpfrif approaches.' The eyes being difpbfed 
, ' . accord- 
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according to art at firft, you can fee no- 
thing; but, after a ihort paufe, a fmall 
glimmering light begins to appear, and 
dance before you. Then, by frequently 
moving your body Up and down, you per- 
ceive the vapours to afcend very f^, till 
you are perredly do^ and flufkred likq 
one, who drinks too much in a i^on^ing; 
Mean while the preacher is alfo. at work ; 
he begins a loud humm, which pierces 
you quite through ; this is immediately re^ 
turned by the aud2£bce, and you fiodyour-^ 
ielf prompted to imitate them by a meer 
fpoiltaaeous impulfe, without knownig 
what you do. The interftitia are duly 
filled up by the preacher to prevent too 
long a pa\jfe, under which the^ri/. would 
foon isttit knd groW languid. 

This is all I am allowed to difcover 
about the progrefs of the fpirit with re- 
lation' to that part, which is borne by the 
ajfembiy-y but in the methods of the prea- 
cher, to which I now proceed, I fhallbc 
more large and particular. 



SECT. 
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SECT. H. 

YO U will read it verygiavelf remade 
ed in the books oiF thofe iUufkknu. 
and ligkt doquent pcnmeii, die naodem 
traveUen; that the mndainental difference 
in point of rdigto% between fjie wildZiK 
diattt and lu, lies in thia: that we worihip 
OtJy. and they worihip the deoiL Biit». 
there are certain cridcs^ who will by no 
means admit c£ this ilifliaftioB ; radier 
belienngi that all nations whadbever adore 
die truaOmly bocaufe thc3r feem to intend, 
their devotions ta £>me invifible power oF 
^KaXs&gooebirfs and ability to help diem ;■ 
which perhaps will take in the In^bteft 
attributes afcribed to the di?inityi Others, 
agutt inform us, that thofe idolaters adofe 
two prmciples ; the prindpk nf good^ and 
that of foili which indeed I am apt ta 
look upon as the moft umveiial notion, 
that mankind by the meer light of nature 
eirer entertained of things inviiible. How 
this idea hath been managed by the In- 
dians and us, and with what advantage 
to the underftandings of either, may well 

deferve 
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dcCexvc to be examined. To me tiie dif^ 
ference appeart litde more than this, that 
they are put oftener upon their knees by 
their yior/j' and we by our defirny thac 
the former iet them a fraying^ and us • 
curfir^* What I afplaud them for, is^ 
their dilcretion in limiting their devodona 
and their deities to their fcveral diftridsf 
nor ever fuffering the liturgy of the w/isitf 
Qod to cro& or to interfere with that of 
^t black. Not lb with us, who, pretending 
by the lines and measures of ourreaibn 
to extend the dominion of one ' invifible 
power, and contrad that of the other, have 
difeovered a grofs ignorance in the natures 
of good and evil^ and moft horribly con-, 
fomided the- fi'ontiers of both. After men 
have^ted up the throne of their dividiQr 
to the cethtm imfyrtsttm^ adorned with aa 
fuch qualities and accomplifhments, as 
themfelves iieem moft to value and pofjiefi : 
after they have funk their principle mevilv^ 
the loweft center, bound him with chains, 
loaded him with curfe$,fumi{hed him with 
viler difpoiitions than any rake-belloi the 
town, accoutred him with tail, and horns, 
«nd hvgc claws, and faucer eyes ^ I laugh 

aloud 
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aloud to fee thefereafbncrs. at the fame 
time engaged in wife difpute about certain 
walks and purlieuS) whether they are in 
the verge of God or the devil ; ferioufly 
debating, whether fuch and fuch influ- 
ences come into mens minds from above 
or below, whether certain pafHons and 
affedions are guided by the evil ipirit or 
the good : 

Dumfas atjue ne/as exiguojine libidinum 
Difcemunt avidi — 

Thusdomen eftabliOiafellowflup oiCbrifi 
wi^BeUa/y and fuch is the analogy they 
make between cloven tongues and c/otfen 
feet. Of the like nature is the dilquiiltion 
before us : it hath continued thefe hun- 
dred years an even debate, whether the 
deportment and the cant of our engUfb 
enthufiaftic preachers were poffejjiony or 
infpiration^ and a world of argument has 
been drained on either ^e, perhaps to 
litde purpofe. For I think, it is in life as 
in tragedy y where it is held a convidion 
of great defeat, both in order and invend- 
on, to interpofe the afliftance of preterna- 
tural power without an abfolute and laft 

neceifity. 
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hecefHty. However, it is a iketch of hu- 
man vanity, for every individual to imagine 
the whole univeriejis intercfted in his mean- 
eft concern. If he hath got cleanly over 
a kennel, fome angel unfeen defcended on 
purpofe to help him by the hand ; if he 
hath knocked hi$ head againft a poft, it 
was the devil, for his £ns, let Ipofc from 
hell on purpofe to buffet him. Who, that 
fees a little paultry mortal, droning, and 
dreaming, and drivelling to a multitude, 
can think it agreeable to common good 
fenfe, that either heaven or hell fhould be 
put to the trouble of influence or irifpedi* 
on upon what he is about? therefore, I am 
refolvcd immediately to weed this error 
out of mankind by making it clear, that 
this myftery of vending fpiritual gifts is 
nothing but a trade, acquired by as much 
inftrudion, ?ind mattered by equal prac- 
tice and application, as others are. This 
willbeft appear bydefcribing and deduc- 
ing the whole proccfs of the operation as 
varioufly, as it hath fallen under my know- 
ledge or experience. 

Vol. I. Ff Mert 
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Her^ the whole fcheme 
offpiritualmechantfm was 
deduced and explained, 
with an appearance of 
great reading and ohjer- 
vation; hut it was thought 
neither fafe nor conveni- 
ent to print it. 
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Here it may not be amifs to add a few 
words upon the laudable pradice of wear- 
ing quilted caps ; which is not a matter 
of meer cuftom, humour, or fafhion, as 
fome would pretend, but an inflitution of 
great fagacityandufe: thefe,whenmoiften- 
ed with fweat, flop all perfpiration ; and, 
by reverberating the heat, prevent the (pi- 
rit from evaporating any way, but at the 
mouth ; even as a fkilful houfewife, that 
covers her ftill with a wet clout for the 
fame reafon, and finds the fame efTed. 
For, it is the opinion of choice virtuofi^ 
that the brain is only a crowd of little ani- 
mals. 



A FRAGMENT* 3*3 

malsj but with teeth and claws extremely 
fharp, and therefore cling together in the 
contexture we behold, like the pidure of 
Hobbess leviathan^ or likes bees in perpen- 
dicular fwarm upon a tree, or like a carrion 
corrupted into vermin, ftill preferving the 
ihape and figure of the mother animal : 
that all invention is formed by the morfure 
of two or more of thefe animals upon cer- 
tain capillary nerves, which proceed from 
thence, whereof three branches fpreadinto 
the tongue, and two into the right hand* 
They hold alfo, that thefe anirtials are of 
a conftitution extremely cold ; that their 
food is the air we attrad, their excrement 
phlegm ; and that what we vulgarly call 
rheums, and colds, and diflillations, is 
nothing elfe but an epidemical loofenefsj 
to which that little common- wealth is 
very fubje<5t, from the climate it lies under* 
Farther, that nothing lefs than a violent 
heat can difentangle thefe creatures from 
their hamated ftation of lifcj or give them 
vigour and humour to imprint the marks 
of their little teeth* That, if the morfure 
be hexagonal, it produces poetry ; the 
circular gives eloquence : if the bite hath 

F f a besn 
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been conical, the perfon, whofe ner?e is 
fo affeded, fliall be difpofed to write up- 
on politics ; and fo of the reft. 

I (hall now difcourfe briefly, by what 
kind of pradices the vcrice is beft governed 
towards thecompoiition and improvement 
ofthe/ptrit ; for without a competent ikill 
in tuning and toning each word, and (y\* 
lable, and letter, to their due cadence, 
the whole operation is incompleat, miiTes 
intirely of its effeA on the hearers, and 
puts the workman himfelf to continual 
pains for new fupplies without fuccefs. 
For, it is to be underftood, that in the 
language of thefpirit cant and droning fup- 
ply the place' oi fenfe and reafon in the 
language of men : becaufe, in fpiritual 
harangues the difpofition of the words ac- 
cording to the art of grammar hath not 
the leaft ufe, but the ikill and influence 
wholly lie in the choice and cadence of the 
fyllables ; even as a difcreet compofer^ who 
in fetting a fong changes the words and 
order fo often, that he is forced to make it 
nonfenfcy before he can make it mufic. For 
this reafon it hath been held by fome, that 
the art of canting is ever in greateft perfec- 
tion, 
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tion, when managed by Ignorance 'y which 
is thought to be enigmatically meant by 
Plutarchy when he tells us, that the beft 
mufical inftniments were made from the 
bones of an afs. And the profounder cri- 
tics upon that pafTage are of opinion, the 
word, in its genuine fignification, mean% 
no other than a jaw-bone ; though fome 
rather think it to have been the osfacrwn ; 
but in fo nice a cafe I iball not take upon 
me to decide ; the cui-ious are at liberty to 
f^ck from it whatever they pleafe. 

The firft ingredient towards the art of 
canting is a competent fliare of inward 
light ; that is to fay, a large memory, 
plentifully fraught with theological poly- 
fyllables, and myfterious texts from holy 
writ, applied and digefted by thofe me- 
thods and mechanical operations already 
related : the bearers of this light refem- 
bling lanterns^ compad of leaves from old 
Geneva bibles ; which invention Sir Hum- 
phrey Edwirty during his mayoralty, of 
happy memory, highly approved and ad- 
vanced ; affirming the fcripture to be now 
fulBlled, where it fays, thy word is a Ian- 
tern to my feet y and a light to my paths. 

F f 3 Now, 
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Now, the art oi canting confifts in skilli- 
fully adapting the voice to whatever words 
the fpirit delivers, that each may ftrikethe 
ears of the audience with its mofl fignificant 
cadence. The force or energy of this elo- 
quence is not to be found, as among an- 
tient orators, in the difpofition of words 
to a fentence, or the turning of long peri- 
ods ; but agreeable to the modern refine- 
ments in mufic, is taken up wholly in 
dwelling, and dilating upon fyllables and 
letters. Thus it is frequent for a fingle 
vowel to draw fighs from a multitude; and 
for a whole affembly of faints to fob to 
the mufic of one folitary liquid. But thefe 
are trifles ; when even founds inarticulate 
are obferved to produce as forcible efFeds. 
A matter workman fhall bl(m his nofe fi 
powerfully, as to pierce the hearts of his 
people, who were difpofed to receive the 
excrements of his brain with the fame re- 
verence as the ijfue of it. Hawking, fpit- 
ting, and belching, the defers of other 
mens rhetoric, are the flowers, and figures, 
and ornaments of his. For, i^t fpirit be- 
ing the fame in all, it is of no import 
through wha^ vehicle it is conveyed. 

It 
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It is a point of too much difficulty to 
draw the principles of this famous art with*- 
in the compafs of certain adequate rules. 
However, perhaps I may one day oblige 
the world with my critical eflay upon'the 
art of canting^ philofophkallyy pbyjically, 
and mujically conjidered. 

But, among all improvements of the 
fpirit^ wherein the voice hath borne a 
part, there is none to be compared with 
that of conveying the found through the 
nofe^ which under the denomination of 
* fnuffling hath paiTed with fo great ap- 
plaufe in the world. The originals of this 
inftitution are very dark ; but having been 
initiated into the myftery of it, and leave 
being given me to publifh it to the world, 
I fhall deliver as direct a relation as I can. 

This art, like many other famous in- 
ventions, owed its birth, or, at leaft, im- 
provement and perfedion, to an effed of 
chance; but was eftablifhed upon folid 
reafons, and hath flourifhed in this ifland 
ever fince with great luftre. All agree, 

• Thtfimfflirig of men, who rife to that tone, which our 
have loft their nofes by lewd diflenters did too much aficA. 
qourfes, is faid to have given fV. fVottti^ 

F f 4 that 
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that it firft appeared upon the decay and 
difcouragcmeut of bag-pipes^ which hav- 
ing long filtered under the mortal hatred 
of the brethren^ tottered for a time, and 
at laft fell with monarchy, Tlie (loiy is 
thus related. 

As yttfnuffling was not ; when the 
Allowing adventure happened to a Ban- 
kifry faint. Upon a certain day, while 
he was far engaged among the tabernacles 
of the wkhdy he felt the outward man 
put into odd commotions, and ftrangely 
pricked forward by the inward ; an efFe<^ 
very ufual among the modern infpired. 
For, fome think, that the Jpirit is apt to 
feed on the fl^Jh, like hungry wines upon , 
raw beef. Others rather bclievCj there is a 
perpetual game at leapfrog between both ; 
and fometimes ^tfl^ is uppermoft, and 
Sometimes the fpirit ; adding, that the 
former, while it is in the ftate of a rider ^ 
wears huge Rippon fpurs, and, when it 
comes to the turn of being bearer, is won-f 
derfully head-flrong and hard-mouthed. 
However it came apout, ^e faint felt his 
'veffel full e?(tended in every part (a very 
natural eff^^of ^lon^ in/pirofiian ;) and 

the 
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the place and time faUing out fo unlucki- 
ly, that he could not have the convenience 
of evacuating upvi^ards, by.repctrtiori, pray- 
er, or ledure ; he was forced to open an in-^ 
ferior vent. In fhort, he wreftled with the 
{)e(h fo long, that he at length fubdued 
it, coming off with honourable wounds, 
all Se/ore. The furgeon had now cured 
the parts primarily affeded ; but the dif- 
cafe, driven from its poft, flew up into 
his head ; and, as a {kilful general, vali- 
antly attacked in his trenches, and beaten 
from the field, by flying marches with- 
draws to the capital city, breaking down 
the bridges to prevent purfiiit ; fo the dif- 
caie, repelled from its nrfl flation, fled be- 
fore the rod of Hermes to the upper region 
there fortifying itfelf ; but, finding the foe 
making attacks at the n(>fej broke down 
the bridge^ and retired to the head-quar- 
ters. Now, the naturalifts obfervc, that 
there is in human nofes an idiojyncracyy by 
virtue of which, the more the paflage 
is obftru^d, the more our fpeech delights 
to go through, as the mufic of a flagellet 
is made by x.\it flops. By this method, the 
twang of the nofe becomes perfedly to rc- 

femble 
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femble the fnuffe of a bag-pipe, and i* 
found to be equally attractive of britijb 
ears ; whereof the faint had fudden expe- 
rience by pradifing his new faculty with 
wonderful fuccefs in the operation of the 
fpirit : for in a fhort time no'dodhine paflh 
ed for found and orthodox, unlefs it were 
delivered through the nofe. Straight, every 
paftor copied after this original; and thofe, 
who could not otherwife arrive to a per-r 
fedion, fpirited by a noble zeal, made ufe 
of the fame experiment to acquire it, fo 
that, I think, it may be truly affirmed, the 
faints owe their empire to th&fnuffling of 
one animal^ as Darius did his to the neigh- 
ing oi another; and both ftratagems were 
performed by the fame art; for we read, 
how the * Perfian b'eaji acquired his facul-^ 
ty by covering a mare the day before. 

I (hould now have done, if I were not 
convinced, that whatever I have yet ad- 
vanced upon this fubjed, is liable to great 
exception. For, allowing all I have faid 
to be true, it may ftill be juftly objeded, 
that there is, in the common-wealth of 
ortijicial enthufiafm^ fome real foundation 

• Perodotr 

fqr 
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for art to work upon in the temper and 
complexion of individuals, which other 
mortals feem to want. Obfervc but the 
gefture, the motion, and the countenance, 
of fome choice profeflbrs, though in their 
moft familiar adions, you will find them 
of a different race from the reft of human 
creatures. Remark your commoneft pre- 
tender to a light within, how dark, and 
dirty, and gloomy he is without : as Ian-? 
terns, which the more light they bear in 
their bodies, caft out fo much the mor^ 
foot, and fmoke) and fuUginous matter to 
adhere to the fides. Liften but to their 
ordinary talk, and look on the mouth that 
delivera it ; you will imagine you are 
hearing fome ancient oracle, and your un- 
derftanding will be equally informed. Upon 
thefe, and the like reafons, certain objec- 
tors pretend to put it beyond all doubt, 
that there muft be a fort of preternatural 
fpirit, pofleffing the heads of the modern 
faints ; and fome will have it to be the heat 
of zed working upon the dregs of igno- 
rance, as othsx fpir its are produced from 
kes by the force of fire. Some again think, 
that when our earthly tabernacles are dif- 

orderecj 
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ordered and defolate, (Kaketi and out of 
repair, ^^ fpirit delights to dwell within 
them ; as houfes are faid to be haunted, 
when they are fbrfaken and gone to de- 
cay. 

To fet this matter in as fair a light as 
Jxjflible, I (hall here very briefly deduce 
the hiftory di fanaticifin from the moft 
early ages to the prefent. And if we are 
able to fix upon any one material cm' funda> 
mental point, wherein the diief profefibrs 
have univerfally agreed, I think we may 
reafonably lay hold on that, and a/fign it 
for the great feed or principle of the^/r//. 

The moft early traces we meet with of 
fanatics in ancient ftory are among the 
Egyptians', who inftituted thofe riteS| 
known in Greece by the names of Orgia^ 
'Panegyresy and Dionyjiay whether intro- 
duced there by Orpheus or MelampuSy we 
(hall not difpute at prefent, nc^ in all 
likelihood at any time for the future. * 
Thcfe feafts were celebrated to the hcHiour 
df OJirisy whom the Gr dedans called Z)/iff- 
'nyfiusy and is the fame with Bacchus: 
which has betrayed fome fuperficial read- 

i Diod. Sic. L. I. Plut. delTide & Oitride. 
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ers to imagine, that the whole buiinefs was 
nothing more than a fet of roaring, fcour- 
ing companions, over-charged with wine ; 
but this is a fcandalous miftake, foiAed 
on the world by a fort of modern authors, 
who have too literal an underftanding ; 
andjbecaufe antiquity is to be traced back- 
wards y do therefore, like %wf, begin 
their books at the wrong end, as if learn- 
ing were a fort of conjuring, Thefe are the 
men, who pretend to underftand a book 
by fcouting through the index ; as if a 
traveller fhould go about to defcribe a 
falacey when he had feen nothing hut the 
privy 'y or like certain fortune-tellers in 
northern America^ who have a way of 
reading a man's deAiny by peeping into 
his breech. For, at the time of infUtuting 
thefe myfteries, * there was hot one vine 
in all Mgypty the natives drinking no- 
thing but ale ; which liquor feems to have 
been far more ancient than wine, and has 
the honour of owing its invention and pro- 
grefs not only to the * jEgyptian Ofiris, 
but to the Grecian Bacchus^ who, in their 
famous expedition, carried the receipt of 

' llerod. L. 2. * Diod. Sic. L. i. & 3. 

it 
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it along with them, and gave it to the na- 
tions they vifited or fubdued. Befides, 
Bacchus himfelf was very feldom, or ne- 
ver drunk : for, it is recorded of him, that 
he was the firft • inventor of the mitre ; 
which he wore continually on his head 
(as the whole company of bacchanals did) 
to prevent vapours and the head-acb after 
hard drinking. And for this reafon, fay 
fome, the fcarlet whore^ when fhe makes 
the kings of the earth drunk with her cup 
of abomination, is always fober herfelf, 
though fhe never balks the glafs in her 
turn, being, it feems, kept upon her legs 
by the virtue of her triple mitre. Now, 
thefe feafls were inflituted in imitation of 
the famous expedition Ofiris made thro* 
the world, and of the company that atten* 
ded him, whereof the bacchanalian cere- 
monies were fo many types and fymbols.. 
' From which account it is manifefl, that 
the fanatic rites of thefe bacchanals can* 
not be imputed to intoxications by wine,, 
but mufl needs have had a deeper founda^^ 
tion* What this was, we may gather large 

' Id, L. 4. '' See the particulars in D'ttd, Sie. L. i. & 3. 
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hints from certain circumftances in the 
courfe of their myfteries. For, in the firft 
place, there was in their proceffions an ii>- 
tire mixture and confujion of fexes ; they 
aSeded to ramble about hills and deferts : 
their garlands were oiivy and vine^ emblems 
of cleaving and clinging ; or of^r, the pa- 
rent oi turpentine. It is added, that they 
imitated fatyrs^ were attended by goats^ 
and rode upon affes^ all companions of great 
ikill and pradice in affairs of gallantry. 
They bore for their enfigns certain curious 
figures, perched upon long poles, made 
into the Aiape and fize of the virga geni- 
talis^ with its appurtenances, which were 
fo many fhadows and emblems of the 
whole myftery, as well as trophies fet up 
by the female conquerors. Laftly, in a 
certain town of Attica the whole folemni- 
ty, ' ftripped of all its types, was perform- 
ed in puris naturalibus, the votaries not 
flying in covies, but forted into couples. 
The fame may be farther conjedured from 
the death of Orpheus, one of the inftitu- 
tors of thefe myfteries, who was torn in 
pieces by women, becaufe he refufed to 

f Diotiyfia Brauronia. 

commu- 
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*^ cotftMumaUe bis ergies to them ; which 
others explained, by telling us, he had 
eaftrated himfelf updn grief for the loft 
of his wife. 

Omitting many Others of tefs note, tb« 
nsxt fanatics we meet with of any enu^ 
iien(^, were the numerous fed oH Heretitt 
appearing in the five £rft centuries of the 
cbrifiian (^ra^ from Bimon Magus and !» 
followers to thofe oiEutyches, I have cd« 
leded their fyftems from infinite readrng, 
and, comparing them with thofe of their 
fucceflbrs in the feveral ages finoe, I find 
there are certain bounds fet even to the 
irregularity of human thought, and thofe 
a great deal narrower than is commonly 
apprehended. For, as they all frequently 
interfere, even in their wildeft ravmgs ; (o 
there is one fundamental point, wherein 
they are fure to meet, as lines in a center, 
and that is the community of women. Great 
were their fblicitudes in this matter, and 
they never fiuled of certain articles in 
their fchemes of worfhip on purpofe to 
eftablifh it. 

^ Vid. Photium ia cxcerptit e Conone. 

The 
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The laft fanatics of note were thofe, 
which ftarted up in Germany a little after 
the reformation of Luther ; fpringing, as 
mujbrooms do at the end of a harvefl : fuch 
were yobn of Lejden, David George, 
Adam Neujier, and many others, whofe 
vifions and revelations always terminated 
in leadi?tg about half a dozen fifters apiece y 
and making that pradice a fundamental 
part of their fyftem. For, human life is 
a continual navigation, and, if we expe<9: 
our vejfels to pafs with fafety through the 
waves and tempefts of this fluduating 
world, it is neceflary to make a good pro- 
vifion of th.tflefiy as fea-men lay ih ftorc 
oibeef for a long voyage. 

Now, from this brief furvey of fomc 
principal fe<fts among the fanatics in all 
ages (having omitted the mahometans and 
others, who might alfb help to confirm 
the argument I am about) to which I might 
add fevcral among ourfelves, fuch as the 
family of love, fweet fingers of Ifrael, and 
the like : and from refleding upon that 
fundamental point in their dodrines about 
womeny wherein they have fo unanimoufly 
agreed; I am apt to imagine, that the feed 
or principle, which has ever put menup- 

VoL. I. G g on 
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pb vtfiom in things invifibley is of a'idor- 
poreal nature ; for, the profounder chymffti 
inform us, that the ^longt^ fpirits may 
be extraded from human flejh, Befides, 
the fpinal marrow, being nothing elfe but 
a continuation of the brain, mufl needs 
create a very free communication between 
the fuperior faculties and thofe below: 
and thus the thorn in theflejb ferves for a 
fpur to th& fpirit, I think, it is agreed 
among phyucians, that nothing afie^ 
the head fo much, as a tentiginous hu- 
mour, repelled and elated to the upper re- 
gion, found by daily pradice to run fre- 
quently up into madnefs. A very eminent 
member of the faculty afiiired me, that, 
when the quakert firft appeared, he feldom 
was without fbme female patients among 
them for th& furor — ^perfons of a vifiona- 
ry devotion, either men or women, are 
in their complexion of all others the moft 
amorous : for, zeal is frequently kindled 
from the fame fpark with other nres, and, 
from inflaming brotherly love, will pro- 
ceed to raife that of a gallant. If we in- 
fped: into the ufual proceis of modem 
courtdiip, we (hall find it to confift in a 
devout turn of the eyes, called ogling $ 
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an artificial form of canting and vdiining 
by rote every interval, for want of other 
matter, made up vi^ith a ilirug, or ^, 
liumm ; a iigh or a groan ; the ilile corn- 
pad of infigni£cant words, incoherences^ 
and. repetition. Thefe I take to be the 
fDoA accompliflied rules of addrels to a 
miftreis ; and where are thefe performed 
with more dexterity, than by the/afnfs f 
Nay, to bring this argument yet clofer, 
I have been informed by certain fauguine 
brethren of the firft clafs, that in the 
height and orgafmus of their fpiritual ex- 
ercife, it has been frequent with them 
••***•; immediately after which 
they found th^fpirit to relax and flag of 
a fudden with the nerves, and they were 
forced to haflen to a conclufion. This may 
be farther ftrengthened by obferving, with 
wonder, how unaccountably all females 
are attraded by vifionary or enthuiiaftic 
preachers, though never fo contemptible in 
their outward mien ; which is ufually fup- 
pofed to be done upon confederations pure- 
ly fpiritual, without any carnal regards 
at all. But, I have reafbn to think, the 
fex hath certain charaderiflics, by which 
they form a truer judgment of^ human 
G %2^ abilities 
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iabilities and performing^, than we our* 
felves can poffibly do of each other; Let 
that be as it will, thus much is certain, 
that, however fpiritual intrigues begin, 
they generally conclude like all others ; 
they may branch upwards towards heaven, 
but the root is in the earth. Too intenfe 
a contemplation is not the bulinefe of fle(h 
and blood ; it muft by theneceflary courfe 
of things in a little time let go its hold, 
and fall into matter. Lovers for the lake 
of celeftial converfe are but another fort 
of platonks^ who pretend to fee ftars and 
heaven in ladies eyes, and to look or 
think no lower ; but the (ame/zV is provid- 
ed for both: and they feem aperfed moral 
to the ftory of that philofopher, who, 
while his thoughts and eyes were fixed up- 
on the conjiellationsy found himfelf fedu- 
ced by his lowers parts into a ditch. 

I had fomewhat more to fay upon this 
part of the fubjcdt ; but the poft is juft 
going, which forces me in great hafle to 
conclude. 

Pray bum tbit SIR, 

Letter atfom 
as it tomes to 
jour Bandt. ToUTS, &Ci 
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